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HOME CLOSING

CHECKLIST TIPS FOR SELLERS
How To Ensure a Smooth & Efficient Home Closing

Secure Your Documents

keep your seller disclosures, purchase contract, closing 

statement, and any other documents your closing agent gives 

you. Keep proof of improvements and prior purchases.

Clean the House

It doesn't hurt to make your last impression on the buyer a good 

one with little touches like polishing sink fixtures. Leave your 

home the way you would like to find it if you were the buyer. 

Close All Valves and Turn Off All Switches and leave any keys, 

remotes, or warranties for the new owner.

Don't Skip the Final Walk-Through

Be present for the final walk-through to share any necessary 

information with the buyer and check that you haven't left 

anything behind.

Cancel Your Insurance Policies

Wait until you know that the deed has been recorded, or the title 

transfer has formally occurred, to call your insurance agent. 

You should receive a refund of any prepaid premiums for your 

homeowner's insurance.

Close Accounts

Cancel the utilities, and stop the newspaper. Make a list of phone 

numbers for each of your utility and entertainment companies in 

advance. Keep in mind that not every utility is always paid 

monthly. You might have a refund coming, have to pay a balance, 



or be able to transfer the balance to your next home. 

Necessary Incidentals

Leave all house keys, remotes, gate keys, pool keys, and mailbox keys 

for the new owner. The buyers will probably change the locks, but 

that won't happen the instant they move in. Put them in a kitchen 

drawer or other location that is easily found.

Assemble a packet of appliance manuals, receipts, and any 

warranties as well. You might have come across manuals for the 

HVAC, security system, sprinkler system, or appliances as you were 

packing. If you have receipts from contractors, warranties, and 

termite inspections, put them into an envelope, and leave them in a 

drawer as well, along with the manuals and the code for the 

security alarm.

Don't Leave Anything Behind

Check cabinets, drawers, and storage areas for any forgotten 

items. Run one more check, even if your spouse or friend says 

they've gone through every room with a fine-tooth comb, 

searching for anything you might have overlooked.

cancel utilities 

You can call in advance to set up a cancellation for your 

utilities, but be sure not to have your utilities turned off until 

after you officially close on the sale. You will need your utilities 

on throughout the selling process, and an early shutoff could 

cause problems.

Lock Up on Your Way Out

Close the blinds and lock the windows and doors. You'd be 

amazed at how many people forget to close up the house. It is 

especially important to lock up if the home is going to be vacant 

for a while. Consider leaving an inexpensive lamp behind on a 

timer.

Change Your Address

Be sure to close any utility accounts and change your address 

with the local post office.

More tips



Stay on top of tax laws after you sell

Put your proceeds in a money market fund

Choose your next home carefully

Don’t feel pressured to buy

Reevaluate your personal finances

Think about what you need from an agent to help you buy

Think through your next down payment
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