
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Justin Hinson 

NTA Award, Taxidermists Best of Show, Breakthrough Award, Judges Choice Best of Show, 

Judges Choice Best of Category/Masters/Game Head, Pro 1 Award and Hog Wild Winner! 



 
From the President: 

 

Greetings to all members & interested taxidermists, 

I will start this letter with a big thank you.  I thought this was an awesome show.   

Thanks to all members attending.  Hope to see you next year and that you bring your family and 

friends.  I want the VTA convention to be a family friendly event.. 

Thanks to the board members for their hard work before, during and after the show.  We welcome 

Suzy Anderson to the board and a strong welcome back to Gerry Viola.  He has proven himself to 

be a great board member and we are glad to have him on the board again. 

Thanks to the vendors.  In speaking with them, every one had good sales and will be coming back. 

Thanks to our seminar instructors and judges.  They all did a great job.  Steve Tugwell’s hands-on 

seminar was a big success.  We will try have more hands-on seminars.  Let me know the seminars 

you would like to have.   

During the auction, we had Eric Trukovich and Paige Nethercutt offer a ’day in the shop’ with them.  

This is a win-win situation—good for the VTA and whoever won them.  A big thank you to both these 

gentlemen. 

 I would like to thank everyone who helped us tear down after the banquet,as we were against the 

clock. A special thanks to the men from North Carolina who helped us. 

I have probably forgot someone, but again thanks to all who made our show a success. 

A additional big thank you to Rick Denzler.  This man works year around for the VTA,  When you 

see him, thank him for his dedication to the organization. 

There were a few gripes about the length of the auction.  Board members and I are working on 

ways to help this problem.  Maybe auctions on Friday and Saturday??  The auction brought in over 

six thousand dollars.  This really helped the organization. 

In closing, please let me know what you want at your convention.  Your input is always greatly    

appreciated. 

Danny Waters 

30523 Mountain Valley Rd                                                                                                                        

Millboro, VA 24460                                                                                                                                               

540-997-0119,                                                                                                                                                

dannylwaters@gmail.com. 

 

 

The President’s Animal for 2017 is a squirrel (grey or fox). 



From the Secretary: 

I want to first thank all of the members who supported our show this year. Without your support we 

would not have had a successful show. I also want to thank all of the Suppliers, Judges, and      

Seminar Instructors. A big thank you to Judy Waters, Suzy Anderson & Doris Symm for all the help 

with registration & much more. The Board did an awesome job!  And a Great Job goes out to our 

President Danny Waters!!!  Have a great spring! 

Secretary / Treasurer                                                                                                                              

Audrie McLane 

From the Editor 

All functions of the organization are solely for the benefit of our members and the taxidermy      

industry.  Therefore, we encourage all members to participate in the organization as much as   

possible.  I have set up an email site for members to contact me with articles, pictures and items 

of interest to the industry to be included in our newsletters.  vtanewseditor@gmail.com.   

Also included in this newsletter is an evaluation sheet.  If you didn’t fill one out at the convention, 

please do so now and mail it to the President at 30523 Mountain Valley Rd, Millboro VA  24460.  

These sheets are an invaluable tool for the board to prepare for next year’s show. 

Please join the Virginia Taxidermists Association page on Facebook.  It is a great page and a good 

place to go to for answers, information and photos/videos and links to other sites of interest..  

Once you join the group you will be free to post on the site.   

Don’t forget our website www.vataxidermists.com.  For website info, contact Audrie McLane. 

Our Judges 

Billy Robertson     Eric Trukovich 

Tim Jordan     Danny Smith  

Rick Denzler 

Our Seminar Instructors 

Billy Robertson     Kip Hughes    

Andy Speer     Steve Tugwell        

Tommy Hall     Chris Horne              

Eric Trukovich     Rick Denzler 

A big thank you to these gentlemen for a fine job! 



 



Your Officers and Board Members for 2016 

President 

Danny Waters 

540-997-0119 

dannylwaters@gmail.com 

Vice president 

Robbie Anderson      

540-765-8479 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Audrie McLane 

757-435-7874 

missmoonpie13@gmail.com 

Director 

Tom McComas       

540-943-1300 

Director 

Brian Williams 

540-960-1643 

Director 

Pete Runion 

540-896-2469 

Brunion@comcast.net 

Director 

Suzy Anderson 

540-520-4567 

 

Director 

Chris Lacy 

540-219-5338 

 

Director 

Gerry Viola 

540-752-7263 

 



 Lannie Ballard 

Loretta Ballard 

Bill Barker 

Dale Carson 

Richard Denzler 

Lee Fleming 

Mark Flinchum 

Ernest Hash 

Robert Keranen 

Lewis Lee, Jr. 

Michael McLane 

Audrey McLane 

Tom Mccomas 

John Metzger 

James Pearson 

Mark Poirot 

Todd Rappalee 

Mike Rexrode 

Scott Thomas 

Gerald Viola 

Danny Waters 

Judy Waters 

Aaron Webb 

Victor Petit 

Jennifer Beck 

Brian Williams 

James Gray 

Gary Hodges 

Robert Priest, Jr. 

Pete Runion 

Franklin Mabe 

Jamie Mabe 

Lawrence Campbell 

Danny Smith 

Dayton Henry 

Howard Carter 

Richard Bell 

James Rapalee, Sr. 

Natalie Broce 

Mike Harmond 

Sherry Helmick 

Major Garland Ball 

Shawn Powell 

Pete Nicely 

Sally Nicely 

Chris Lacy 

Ken Devivi 

Gary Spradlin 

Matt Hitchcock 

Nick Shelton 

Chris Horne 

Christopher Conyers 

Donna Naughton 

Gary Guilliams 

Harold McQuire 

Jarvie Robinson 

Robert Anderson 

Suzanne Anderson 

John Barresi 

Brent Shaver 

Ron Sprouse 

Daryl Howdyshell 

Steve Tugwell 

Steve Marshall 

Matt Marulli 

Randy Grauer 

Veronica Huyni 

Rob Olson 

Dallas Taylor 

Thomas Keith 

James Christian 

Anthony Moore 

William Van Gilder 

David Austin 

Terry Miles 

Dan Singhas 

Kenneth Nelson, Jr. 

Mitchell Ruberstein 

Billy Breen 

 

**  Please take note.  If 

your name is incorrectly 

spelled, or not listed, 

please contact me or the 

secretary as soon as        

possible.   

 

WELCOME TO ALL 

OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

VTA MEMBERSHIP 



Congratulations to our 2016 Award Winners 

‘Beefy’ Collins Award—Steve Tugwell 

VTA Service Award—Richard Bell 

McKenzie Distinguished Service—Pete Runion 

Lifetime Achievement—Billy Breen, James Gray 

President’s Award—Brian Williams 

Golden Example—Ken Devivi 

Horizon—Macey Tugwell 

Research Amateurs—Ashley Black, Veronica Huymh,                                                                                                                                                                     

David Beamon, Lacey Tugwell 

Billy Taylor Memorial Best Amateur—Lacey Tugwell 

Payer Eyes—Chris Lacy 

Commercial Deer Head Mounting—Ken Devivi 

Les Harper Best Bear—Mark Poirot 

Kip Hughes Award—Chris Horne 

Jason Jenkins Award—Jennifer Beck 

VDHA—Ken Devivi 

Ducks Unlimited—Shawn Powell 

NWTF—Harold McQuire 

Polytranspar—Mitch Black 

VDGIF—Mark Poirot 

Al Holmes—Steve Tugwell 

Calloway—Rickey Logan 

Pro 1—Justin Hinson 

Best Commercial Entry—Brian Williams 

Van Dykes—Steve Tugwell 

Competitor’s Challenge, Masters—Jake Rouse 

Competitor’s Challenge, Professional—Chris Horne 

Hog Wild—Justin Hinson 

Mounted in Alaska—Jennifer Beck 

Artisan Award—Paul Miller 

Wasco—Chris Horne  

Taxidermists Best of Show—Justin Hinson 

Breakthrough Award—Justin Hinson 

Judges Choice Best of Show—Justin Hinson 

NTA—Justin Hinson 

Maryland—Jarvie Robinson 

VTA AWARD WINNERS 

TAXIDERMIST CHOICE BEST OF CATEGORY 

Deer Head—Ken Devivi 

Game Head—Mark Poirot 

Large Mammal—Mitch Black 

Small Mammal—Paul Miller 

Birds—Rob Olson 

Reptile—Paul Miller 

Fish—Chris Conyers 

Habitat—Mitch Black 

Wildlife Art—Mitch Black 

JUDGES CHOICE BEST OF CATEGORY, PROFESSIONAL 

Deer Head—Jarvie Robinson 

Game Head—JakeRouse 

Small Mammal—Jennifer Beck 

Birds—Paul Miller 

Fish—Brian Piro 

Reptiles—Mitch Black 

JUDGES CHOICE BEST OF CATEGORY, MASTERS 

Deer Head—Ken Devivi 

Game Head—Justin Hinson 

Large Mammal—Chris Horne 

Small Mammal—Matt Maruli 

Birds—Shawn Powell 

Fish—Paul Miller 

Reptiles—Jennifer Beck 

Habitats—Steve Tugwell 



MANY THANKS TO OUR DONORS 

Millboro Springs Garage 

Hangout Auto Repair 

S.S. Neathawk Lumber 

Northwest Hardware 

NAPA Auto Parts 

Tractor Supply 

Fisher Auto Parts 

Dominion Outdoors 

Taxidermists Directory 

Revolution Taxidermy Supply 

Millboro Mercantile 

Lowes 

Mountain Meadow 

Knight’s Taxidermy 

Richard Higgins 

High Country Outfitters 

Mountain Top Hunting 

Skin and Bones Customs LLC 

Walnut Hollow 

Archie Phillips 

Leather Unlimited 

Alan/Skin & Bones 

Aves 

Al Holmes 

McKenzie 

 

Ohio Taxidermy Supply 

Sivko Furs 

Jordan’s Bear Den 

Payer Eyes 

Research Mannikins 

C and K’s Hardware 

Alleghany Sportsman 

Parker Bows 

New Method Tannery 

Matuska Tannery 

Moyle Mink Tannery 

Wildlife Galleries 

Innovative Polymers 

East Hughes Forms 

Kasey’s Custom Knives 

Pro 1 Performance   

Chemicals 

East Coast Tannery 

Dixie Classic Panel 

Fish Art 

Dermatec 

Tandy Leather 

Ellzy’s 

Havalon 

Second 2 Nature 

Noonie’s Taxidermy Supply & Freeze Dry 

Jim Allred Taxidermy Supply 

Hughes Forms 

Kasey’s Custom Knives 

Pro 1 Performance Chemicals 

Robin’s Nest Animal Rugs 

Ruozzi and Son Supply 

Skin and Bones Customs LLC 

Ohio Taxidermy Supply 

Jenkins Taxidermy and Tannery 

McKenzie Taxidermy Supply 

Headquarters Taxidermy Supply 

Calloway Custom Woodworks Inc. 

Sivko Furs 

Jordan’s Bear Den 

Payer Eyes 

Research Mannikins 

Linda Tobin— 

Western VA Sportsman’s Association 



 Jenkins Taxidermy and Tannery 

McKenzie Taxidermy Supply 

Headquarters Taxidermy Supply 

Calloway Custom Woodworks Inc. 

Sivko Furs 

Jordan’s Bear Den 

Payer Eyes 

Mark & Lisa Harris (driftwood) 

Linda Tobin—Western VA Sportsmen’s Association 

East Coast Tannery 

Noonie’s Taxidermy Supply & Freeze Dry 

Jim Allred Taxidermy Supply 

Hughes Forms 

Kasey’s Custom Knives 

Pro 1 Performance Chemicals 

Robin’s Nest Animal Rugs 

Ruozzi and Son Supply 

Skin and Bones Customs LLC 

Ohio Taxidermy Supply 

 

 

VENDORS WHO ATTENDED OUR SHOW 

SOME WILDLIFE ART ENTRIES 

 



AWARD WINNING MOUNTS 

NTA Award 

Breakthrough Award 

Pro 1 Award 

Hog Wild Winner 

Taxidermists 

Choice Best of Show 

Judges Choice 

Best of Show 

Judges Choice 

Best of Category 

Masters Game Head 

Justin Hinson 

Mounted in Alaska Award 

Jason Jenkins Award for highest scoring small 

mammal 

Judges Choice Best of Category Small Mammal 

Jennifer Beck 

Taxidermists Choice Best of Category 

Game Head 

VDGIF Award, Best Bear Award 

Mark Poirot 

Judges Best of Category Masters  Reptile 

Jennifer Beck 



Judges Choice                                             

Best of Category Masters Bird  

Ducks Unlimited 

Shawn Powell 

Al Holmes, Van Dykes,            

Judges Choice Best of Category 

Masters Habitat 

Steve Tugwell 

Billy Taylor Memorial Award 

Best Amateur 

Lacey Tugwell 

Wasco Most Artistic 

Chris Horne 

Chris Barnhardt Award                   

Judges Choice Best of Category    

Small Mammal 

Matt Marulli 

Artisan Award 

Paul Miller 

Taxidermists Choice                  

Best of Category Habitat 

Mitch Black 

Kip Hughes Award                                          

Judges Choice Best of Category Masters   

Large Mammal 

Chris Horne 



 

Golden Example, Commercial Deer Mounting, VDHA,     

Taxidermists Choice Best of Category Deer Head,                   

Judges Choice Best of Category Masters Deer Head 

Ken Devivi 

National Wild Turkey Foundation 

Harold McQuire 

Judges Choice Best of Category Professional Deer Head 

Maryland Award 

Jarvie Robinson 

Starfish Award, Polytranspar Award,  

Judges Choice Best of Category        

Professional Reptile 

Mitch Black 

Taxidermists Choice                                                               

Best of Category Fish  

Chris Coyners 



Kip Hughes Award 

Judges Choice Best of Category Masters   

Large Mammal 

Chris Horne 

President’s Animal Award 

Best Commercial Entry 

Brian Williams 

AWARD WINNING PEOPLE 

VTA Service Award 

Richard Bell 

Lifetime Achievement Awatd 

Billy Breen                            

James Gray (not pictured) ‘Beefy’ Collins Award 

Steve Tugwell 



AWARD WINNING PEOPLE 

McKenzie Distinguished Service 

Pete Runion 
Research Amateurs 

Ashley Black, Veronica Huni, David Beamon, Lacey Tugwell 

In a new event this year, a participation drawing, the winners are: 

Amateur Division—Ashley Black 

Ashley will have her convention dues paid in 2017 

Professional Division—Daniel Nicholson 

Daniel will have his convention dues and membership dues paid in 2017 

Masters Division—Paul Miller 

Paul will have his convention and membership dues paid in 2017 and 2 banquet tickets 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

Raffle Winners 

1st place (gun or money) - Jesse Thompson 

2nd Place (bow or money) - Buford Red 

3rd place (money) - Rick Denzler 

BUT WAIT. . .THERE’S MORE! 



ANIMALS SEEN 

HANGIN’ OUT IN 

THE COMPETITION 

ROOM 









 



ARTICLES FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

SUBMITTED BY RICK DENZLER 

 



WHOLESALE 

TAXIDERMY 

SMALL GAME 

By:  Jenny’s Taxidermy                             

33315 Constitution Hwy                               

Locust Grove VA  22508 

 

540-854-8085 

jennystaxider-

my@gmail.com 

LAZY CREEK DEER PROCESSING 






