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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

    Greetings to all members & interested taxidermists: 

     A new year is upon us.  What a year 2016 was!  I hope everyone had a wonderful                  

Christmas and New Year. 

     After talking to many members, everyone has plenty of work for the upcoming year.            

Remember to charge enough for your work.  Don’t make your business a non-profit                   

organization! 

     Your show is coming together nicely.  February 3 is the last day to get rooms at the                 

Best Western at the special rate.  Reserve your room by calling the hotel at 540-942-1100. 

     Convention pre-registration saves you money and helps the show run smoothly.  Several 

new things have been added to the show this year.  More details in the newsletter. 

     We will need 3 new board members.                                                                                          

Think about helping your organization grow.  It is a wonderful, fulfilling job. 

     The Virginia Outdoor Sportsman show at Richmond Raceway Complex on August 11-13, 

2017, is willing to have reduced rates or a rebate paid to the VTA for all VTA members               

participating in the show.  For more information you  can call David Posner at 804-748-7469 

or visit the Virginia Outdoor Sportsman Show page on Facebook. 

     We will have 20 vendors at the show this year.  A great way to save money.  Discounts and 

no shipping if they have it at the show.  Don’t forget to thank the vendors for the Meet & 

Greet which is a great social time. 

     This year there will be 2 auctions, on Friday and Saturday nights.  Bigger auction items at 

the Saturday night auction include a  hog hunt donated by Mountain Meadow and a base 

with a L/S bear form (L-B-52) from Hughes Forms.                                                                                

We will also have a silent auction with bid boxes. 

     Our seminars cover a little bit of everything.  Thanks to our instructors for their effort. 

     You still have time to mount a squirrel for the President’s Award.                                                       

I look forward to seeing a lot of squirrels. 

     In closing, feel free to call me if you have questions, gripes, or ideas. 

 

    Danny Waters, President 





IN GENERAL 

Please consider pre-registration for the show.                                                              

Pre-registration is a twofold bonus: 

Helps things flow more smoothly at the registration desk and speeds up       

getting the competition entries processed. 

Pre-registration saves you money (always a big plus!).  The pre-registration fee 

is $50.00 and the cost to register at the door is $75.00.                                            

Pre-register and save 1/3 on the fee! 

We are happy to announce that we will be accepting credit cards at the show 

for fees, dues and auction purchases!  Members using credit cards may see 

an additional 3% charge to offset the organizations cost of accepting them. 

See the letter from the secretary for details. 

YOUR ORGANIZATION NEEDS YOU 

Please give some serious thought to serving your organization by serving as an 

officer or board member.  Our organization was founded to promote the        

taxidermy industry by taxidermists FOR taxidermists.  Everyone is very busy 

but taking time to contribute to the growth of the organization is                               

very rewarding.  Always remember that the Competition/convention is YOUR 

Competition /convention and your input is a very necessary part of                  

making it a success! 

 

NOTE:  The membership application and competition registration forms in this 

publication are also available on our website:  www.vataxidermists.com 

 





PARTICIPATION DRAWING 

 

LAST YEAR THE VTA INTRODUCED A NEW EVENT THAT WE WILL   

CONTINUE FOR 2017.  ALL COMPETITORS ARE ENTERED FOR A 

DRAWING AS FOLLOWS: 

Amateur Division—convention fees paid for 2018 

Professional Division—convention fees and membership dues paid 

for 2018 

Masters Division—convention fees, membership dues and                    

2 banquet tickets for 2018 

 

Winners from the 2016 show were 

Ashley Black—Amateur Division 

Daniel Nicholson—Professional Division 

Paul Miller—Masters Division 

 

 



2017 AWARDS 

 

AL HOLMES      Best Habitat 

POLYTRANSPAR   `  Best use of Polytranspar paint 

NATIONAL WILD TURKEY FEDERATION  Best turkey 

STARFISH      Best reproduction fish 

VA DEPT. OF GAME/INLAND FISHERIES  Best native species 

BILL TAYLOR AWARD     Best amateur 

LES HARPER AWARD     Best bear 

CALLOWAY ARTISTIC AWARD  

GOLDEN EXAMPLE AWARD 

CHRIS BERNHARDT AWARD 

BEST LOOKING HOG     No points 

BEEFY COLLINS AWARD    Over all helping out VTA and other taxidermists 

WHITETAIL DEER AWARD 

DUCKS UNLIMITED  (2)    Best waterfowl—both Professional and Masters 

HORIZON AWARD     Best youth 

PRO 1 AWARD      

KIP HUGHES AWARD     Highest scoring large mammal—Masters 

JASON JENKINS AWARD    Highest scoring small mammal—Professional 

VAN DYKE’S      Most original 

WASCO      Most artistic 

BEST ALL AROUND (2)    Professional and Masters 

COMPETITORS CHALLENGE (2)   Professional and Masters 

JUDGES CHOICE BEST OF  SHOW AND BREAKTHROUGH AWARD 

UTA ARTISAN AWARD 

PRESIDENTS AWARD     Squirrel for 2017 

MOUNTED IN ALASKA    Judged by board members 

COMMERCIAL MOUNT    Best commercial mount judged by board members 

PAYER EYES GIFT CERTIFICATE   Best use of Payer eyes judged by Payer Eyes 

 



 2017 AWARDS 

 
JUDGES CHOICE BEST OF CATEGORY 

Professional and Masters 

DEER HEAD 

GAME HEAD 

LIFESIZE SMALL GAME 

LIFESIZE BIG GAME 

FISH 

REPTILES 

BIRDS 

HABITAT 

 

TAXIDERMISTS CHOICE BEST OF CATEGORY 

DEER HEAD 

GAME HEAD 

LIFESIZE SMALL GAME 

LIFESIZE BIG GAME 

FISH 

REPTILES 

BIRDS 

HABITAT 

WILDLIFE ART 

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY 

 



JUDGES 

Fish and Reptiles—Frank Kotula 

White tail deer—Justin Hinson 

Amateur, Habitat and Youth—Danny Smith 

Game heads and Mammals—Steve Tugwell 

Birds—George Hipes 

Commercial mounts—VTA board members 

 

 

SEMINARS 

Paul Cales—Tanning 

Kip Hughes—Base making 

George Hipes—Mounting a duck 

Eye & Ear setting on Boar and Bear—Steve Tugwell 

Fish casting—Frank Kotula 

White tail competition mounting—Justin Hinson 

Turkey mounting—Harold McGuire 

Hands-on Eye & ear butts—white tail deer—Chris Lacy 

Childrens seminar—Suzy Anderson 



SHOW SCHEDULE 2017 

FRIDAY, MARCH 17 

8:00—11:00  Registration desk open, competition entries received 

10:00—12:00  Seminar                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

   Tanning—Paul Cales                                                                                                                                                                                           

   Base making—Kip Hughes 

10:00—1:00  Supply area open 

2:00—4:00  Seminar                                                                                                                                                                                                            

   Mounting a duck—George Hipes                                                                                                                                                                            

   Eye & Ear setting on boar & bear—Steve Tugwell 

2:30—6:00  Supply area open 

2:30—4:00  Registration desk open, competition entries received 

4:30—5:30  Membership meeting—all members PLEASE ATTEND 

5:30—8:30  Meet & Greet, Auction 

8:30—11:00  Mounting War—any game head 

SATURDAY, MARCH 18 

8:30—9:30  Registration desk open, competition entries received up until 9:00 

9:00—11:00  Seminar                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

   Fish casting—Frank Kotula                                                                                                                                                                                       

    White tail competition mounting—Justin Hinson 

9:00—1:00  Supply area open 

10:30—11:30  Competition viewing, voting for peoples’ choice, officer election 

12:00—1:00  Children’s seminar with pizza 

1:00—3:00  Seminar                                                                                                                                                                                                                

   Turkey mounting—Harold McGuire                                                                                                                                                            

   Hands on eye & ear butts on white tail deer—Chris Lacy 

3:00—4:30  Competition viewing with ribbons in place, critique with judges, public viewing 

6:00   Banquet, raffle drawing(s), auction and awards presentation 

NOTE:  This is currently our show schedule, however last minute changes may be made if necessary due to unexpected 

circumstances. 



2017 Vendor List 
East Coast Tannery 

Noonkester Taxidermy Supply 

Jim Allred Taxidermy 

Carolina Fur Dressing 

Hughes Forms 

Robins Nest Animal Rugs 

Jenkins Taxidermy & Tannery 

U.S. Skull Hunter 

Mark & Lisa Harris—Driftwood 

Pro 1 Performance Chemicals 

Ruozzi and Sons Supply 

Skin and Bones Custom, LLC 

Ohio Taxidermy Supply 

McKenzie Taxidermy Supply 

Headquarters Taxidermy Supply 

Calloway Custom Woodworks, Inc. 

Sivko Furs, Inc. 

Jordan’s Bear Den 

Payer Eyes 

Kasey’s Custom Knives 

 









Deer Mounting Seminar at                     

Chris Lacy’s shop last September 
Thanks to Chris and Kris Lacy for hosting this, to Robbie and Suzy  

Anderson for their help, and to Payer Eyes and Paul Cales for donations! 

SOME VTA FUNDRAISING 

AND EDUCATION! 





AUGUSTA EXPO SHOW 

TRAIL CAM DRAWING WINNER 

The organization thanks High Country Outfitters in Lexington, VA for their           

donation of a trail camera.                                                                                                  

We sold chances at the Augusta Expo Show and the drawing was won by                         

Dennis Dubec of Mechanicsville, Virginia 



A LIGHTER LOOK AT HUNTING AND TAXIDERMY 



The President’s Animal is a squirrel! 

DON’T FORGET 

Virginia is 

Hog Wild 

Again this year! 








