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Introduction

This publication brings together a selection of representative case studies from
preschools participating imhe Evolving Voices of Children Pedag@igpternational
Projectd LG OF LIidzNBa OKAf RNByQas> SRdzOI G42NBEQ
implemented, and demonstrates the significant impacyy OKA f RNy Qa LJ
agency, and learningvhen opportunities for expressioare embedded consistently

within daily pedagogical practice.

What makes this initiative distinctive is that it is not a oreff project, but an
intentionally ongoing, evolving, and borderlessdeavour TheVoices of Children
Pedagogy is designed to grow, deepen, and strengthen over time through
sustained practice, reflection, and cressltural exchangeranslated into concrete,
everyday pedagogical steps that support a shared global commitment to listening
G2 YR @FfdzAiy3d OKAf RNByQa @2A0Sa
Duringlmplementation Year 1 (2025he project engagedver 1,000 children and
educators across 10 countriescluding Brazil, Germany, India, Mexico, Nigeria,
Peru, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom, and Zimbabwe.
The case studies presented in this volume are representative examples from

participating preschools in some of these countries, offering insight into diverse
contexts united by a common pedagogical vision.

Grounded in a rightbased approach to early childhood education, ¥Meices of

Children Pedagogd¥yrecogniseshildren aged 46 as active contributors to meaning
making, learning, and community life. Aligned with Article 12 of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child, it provideslear and practical framework

F2N) OGN yatlrdAy3a OKAfRNBYyQa NARIKEG G2 LI N
¢tKS OlIasS aiGddzRASA IINB aKFNBR |a R20dzySyi
words, images, and creative expressions are reproduced in their original form, with
consent, and without editorial interpretation or comparison.

This year also markshastoricfirstt Ly { SLIISYOSNI HnupI OKAH-f
wishes emerging from the project were presented during trsited Nations =~
YSSUAY3I 2y OKAf RNBY Qa INIBSY R @zNA 3 ILINIKE QK 2 2
perspectives were included directly in global policy dialogue.

This volume marks only the beginning of an evolving international journey. The next
phases of the/oices of Children Pedagdgwill build on this foundation

strengthening practice across diverse contexts, embracing new possibilities, including
the responsible integration of Al, and deepening the role of families as active

LI NIy SNBR Ay OKAfRNBYyQa tSIENYyAy3Io

Dr. EiriniGkouskou

Bright Start Foundation Board
Associate Professor, IQEICL
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Project Announcement and Consent Signing

When we introduced the Voices of Children project, it piqued the children's curiosity about their
AYy@2t gSYSyi® ¢KSANI NBalLRyaSa G2 (0KS YdzaSdzyQs
Given their young age, it took time for them to fully comprehend the concept of Voices of Children.
To facilitate their understanding, we incorporated rgdiayingactivities and circléime discussions as
key instructional strategies

The announcement that their artwork would be showcased internationally generated significant
excitementamong the students. To enhance their understandetgrge map wasitilised to
illustrate the geographical locations of India and the UK, allowing thenvisualisethe journey of
their work and its final destination

During the consenrsigning process, children demonstrated enthusiasm
and eagerness to participate. Given their developmental stage and
limited understanding of written consent, the process was facilitated
through handprints, making it both accessible and engaging. Many
children expressed their enjoyment of painting, and their ideas for
future projects reflected diverse and vivid themes, including nature,
animals, and space, with a strong preference for using paints.

Observationsindicated that the children took great pride in their work
and exhibiteda strongsenseof collaboration Notably, those who were &
initially reservedbecameactively engagedafter listeningto their LIS S N e
ideas The announcementprocessnot only served as a catalyst for
artistic inspiration but also fostered a senseof creativity, pride, and
global connectionamongthe young participants.

Bright Start Foundation | Voices of Children Pedadbp2025



The launch of the Voicesof Gallery at Healthy
PlanetTGAEarly Yearscommencedwith a formal
ribbon-cutting ceremony, marking the official
unveilingof the exhibition Followingthis, children
enthusiastically explored the VOC wall, where The Voices of our Childrep
their artwork wasprominentlydisplayed 1R

The exhibition carried a significant message, g @
emphasising that their creative expressions :
would extend beyond the classroom The
displayhighlightedthat their artwork would also
be showcasedat the UCL Gallery, offering a
global audience the opportunity to view and
appreciate their work. This initiative not only
fostered a senseof pride and accomplishment
among the children but also reinforced the
value of artistic expressionas a medium for
globalconnectionandrecognition.

Voices of Children Portfolios and Labs

The setup of the Voicesof Children Museum and Art Cornerin the classroomwas a collaborative
process,with children actively participating and demonstratingenthusiasmand engagement They
workedtogetherto organisethe space,selectingand utilising a variety of creativeresourcesjncluding
crayons,paper cut-outs, glue, watercolours chalk, PlayDoh, and collage materials, with particular
preferencefor handson, tactile activities

Beyond fostering creativity, the processencouragedresponsibility and teamwork, as children took
turns, shared materials, and collaborated effectively Their excitement was evident through verbal
expressionsuchas,d wantto useO NJ & andd Whét to paint with watercoloursd $hisstrongsense
of ownership and participation highlighted the O K A f Reé¢pefigagementin the museumsetup,
reinforcingtheir connectionto the projectandtheir artistic expression

The process not only fostered creativity but also instilled a sense of responsibility and teamwork, as
children took initiative in establishing their own rules, taking turns, and sharing materials effectively
Their ability to collaborate and sektgulate highlighted their engagement and ownership of the
creative space.

To further enhance their artistic experiences, the incorporation of natural resources and the periodic
rotation of materials could help sustain their interest and encourage continued exploration. Group
projects could provide additional opportunities for collaboration and igbaring, fostering deeper

peer engagement. Additionally, ensuring an adequate supply of diglhand resources, such as paint
palettes, would help maintain enthusiasm and seamless participation.

Overall, the children demonstrategkceptional creativity, teamwork, and a strong sense of
ownership, laying a solid foundation for their artistic growth and collaborative skills.

The Voices of Children Wall is refreshed every montheating an evolving space that showcases
children’s creativity and seffxpression. Each month, new themes and a variety of art materials are
introduced, allowing children to explore different textures, techniques, and mediums. From paints ar
pastels to Playpoh and natural materials, every display becomes a unique representation of their
artistic growth.
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This continuoustransformation keepsthe wall engagingand dynamic, fostering a strong senseof
pride and excitementamongthe children Theyeagerlyidentify their artwork, pointing it out to their
parentsand friends, proudly saying,& ¢ KsAY& y Sndé& madeA {THisvisiblerecognitionof their
work enhancestheir confidence and motivation, encouragingthem to continue exploring and
expressinghemselvesreatively

| KAt RNByQa +*2A0Sa / ANDf Sa

Jhe Voices of Children Circle Time has been an engaging and creative experience for the children
They eagerly participated, expressing their thoughts through drawing, writing, and verbal
communication. Some children consistently explored similar thamase child, for instance,
repeatedly depicted their family using playdough, paint, and collage, showing a deep emotional
connection.

Non-verbal or reserved children gradually began expressihgir thoughts visually, bringing their
ideas to life on paper. Over timéhose who once made only marks have started drawing

recognisableshapes and figures, which has been a remarkable transformation to witness
These sessions have significantly boosted tbanfidence, communication, and empathyVhile
quieter children continue to be encouraged to participate more actively, it is incredible to see
how much they now have to share about their artwolrk

During the Voices of Children Permanent Exhibitions and
Tours, children took great pride in selecting artefacts and {15 2
I OGA@Ste Sy3al3aaya sgriK (KSR
was evident in the thoughtful questions they asked and the
discussions they initiated, leading to shared ideas and
collaborative learning.

While a few children showed limited interest, most were
deeply involved, taking ownership of their work and
expressing excitement at seeing it displayed. The entire ,
process fostered creativity, collaboration, and a strong sens| =
of pride in their artistic journey.
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1stVoices of Children International Gallery Launch at Healthy Planet TGA Early Years School, Wi
Town

The first Voicesof Children exhibition was a celebration of selfexpressionand creativity, with
children taking the lead in welcomingparents and sharingtheir artwork in their own words. The
eventopenedwith aribbon-cutting ceremony followed by familiesexploringthe gallerytogethet

The exhibition featured children's artwork displayedat the UCLGalleryalongside contributions
from sevenother countries as well as 2D and 3D creations made at school A short video of
children describingtheir work added a personaltouch. To extendthis celebration,the Artathon at
Skyfieldbrought parents and children together in a collaborativeart experience,fostering unity,
creativity,and sharedexpression

Fostering OperEnded Thinking and Childed Learning Through IEYC and Voices of Children

The IEYCCurriculum provides a broad and flexible framework that encouragesopenended
thinking, seamlesslyntegratingwith the Voicesof Children(VOC)approach Byfosteringinquiry,
exploration,and selfexpressionthe curriculumallowschildrento engagedeeplywith their ideas
andinterests,supportinga child-led learningjourney. Thisapproachalignscloselywith our Healthy
Planet Way, which prioritises learning circles, learning gardens,and learning conversationsas
essentialcomponentsof the daily routine. Theseexperiencescreate meaningfulopportunitiesfor
childrento explorenature, articulatetheir thoughts,and engagen reflective discussionsayurturing

both confidenceand creativity. Teachergplay a crucialrole in facilitatingthis process peingtrained

to keenlyobserve,document,and respondto children'sevolvingideas,ensuringthat eachOK A f R
voiceis acknowledgedandvaluedwithin the learningenvironment

Intergenerational Learning

WrtathonQ RdzNA Yy 3 GKS +2A0S& 2F / KAf RNBY 9EKAOD AL
to create largescale artwork. This shared experience encouraged creativity, teamwork, and self
expressionParents became active participants in their children's artistic journyhile children
gained confidence in sharing their ideas. More than just making art, the event strengthened
connections between generations, celebrating creativity and imagination together.
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Intergenerationallearning has played a significantrole in
bringing familiestogether, fosteringa senseof connection
and shared engagementin O K A f Re®BingQite take
pride in creating an environment where families actively
participate, celebrate their children's growth, and
contribute to their creative journey. A key initiative has
been encouragingfamiliesto set up a Voicesof Children
(VOC)Cornerat home, providing a dedicated spacefor
artistic expression As a result, we have begun receiving
artwork created collaboratively by children, parents, and
even grandparents This has further strengthened the
bridge betweenhomeand school,reinforcingthe ideathat
learning is a continuous, sharedexperiencethat extends
beyondthe classroom

Community Library

Our Community Library extendsthe Voicesof Childreninitiative m
beyond the school, creating a space for families, siblings, and
cousinsto engagewith children'sartwork. By makingthe library
accessible,we have seen meaningful conversationsemerge as
childrenrevisittheir drawingswith pride. Familiesconnectthrough
storytelling and discussionsfostering a deeper appreciation for
creativity This openness has also inspired more children to
participate, seeingtheir work valuedin a sharedspace Thelibrary
has also become a dynamic hub where artistic expressionand
learning continue beyond the classroom, reaching the wider
community

UpdatedMay 2025
TheVoicesof ChildrenClassroontConference

sessionsaw enthusiasticparticipation from the children, who were visibly ks
excitedto explorethe virtual gallerywhere their work would be displayed
Sincethis was the beginningof a new academicsession,some children B
were already familiar with the concept of VoG while others needed a
reintroductionto understandit fully.

The idea that their artwork would be displayed in an international
exhibition sparked joy and curiosity in many.

However, not all reactions were the same. A few children expressed a strong emotional connectiol
their artwork and were reluctant to choose from the virtual art gallery. One child, in particular, beca
dzLJaSd FyR alFARX attSIFrasS R2 y2G aSyR YS G2 [
that only a photograph of the artwork would be sent, not the children themselves. Another child as
Gl 2¢ ogAff 2dz2NJ g2NJ] 3I2 (2 [2YR2yKE¢ LINPYLIWAY3
work and sending it via email.
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As children moved toward selecting their artefacts, they engaged m\ ﬁ*.,wﬁg
eagerly with them. Some were keen to submit all their artwankl
guestioned why only one piece could be sent and not. &his led to
reflective conversations about choice and representation. The
conference overall was an interactive and meaningful experience,
where children were not only engaged but also given the space to
express their feelings, curiosity, and pride in their work.

The Voices of Children CreB®rder Zoom Meeting

The Cros8Border VOC Meetingvas an interactive virtual exchange
between a school in the United Arab Emirates and Healthy Planet
Schools. This initiative aimed to provide children with an internation
platform to share their creative expressions, cultural experiences a
build crosscultural friendships.

To prepare for the meeting, intexrlassroom online sessions were
conducted to introduce children to the concept of video meetings arfse
help them feel comfortable with the format. These practice sessions
not only eased their initial hesitation but also sparked excitement. £yt

Children were thrilled to connect with their peers from other classes e
over a Zoom video call, adding to their enthusiasm for the main event. -

During the CrosBorder Meeting, students from both schools
introduced themselves, shared their artwork, and discussed ho
they created it. Some children displayed a high level of enthusi:
while sharing, while others appeared shy, highlighting the varyir
comfort levels with public speaking. The platform also allowed
students to observe and appreciate the creativity of their
international peers, leading to mutual admiration and positive
reinforcement.

Additionally, the children presented pictures and descriptiohfamous local dishes and
recommended muslvisit places in their home countries.

The meeting provided a platform for children to enhance their confidence and social skills.
Introducing themselves and sharing their artwork boosted-seiifidence with some initially shy
children feeling motivated to share after watching their peerghis highlighted the positive impact
of peer influence in building confidence.

The cultural exchange was equally meaningful, as students shared local dishes and recommende
famous places in India. This allowtbem to appreciate the artistic expressions and cultural
backgrounds of their peers, fostering curiosity and global awareness.

However, the session also revealed varying comfort lewelile some were eager to share, others
weremorereservedt KA & &dz33SaidSR GKS ySSR F2N Y2NBE W{
build verbal confidence gradually

10
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On Day 1, it was observed that the eheur duration of the
session was quite long for the young participants, making it
challenging for them to remain focused and engaged —
throughout. A shorter session format would have likely bee

more suitable for their age group.

Taking this feedback into account, the session on Day 2 wag
adjusted to be shorter, which proved to be a positive chang
While this improvement did help maintain attention for a
longer period, some children still found it difficult to sit
patiently beyond 15 minutes. This highlighted the need for
further exploration into strategies that could make the
sessions more captivating and interactive, ensuring sustain
engagement for young learners in future meetings.

Overall, the CrosBorder VOC Meeting was a valuable learning
experience, promoting confidence, cultural appreciation, and
global connections.

The Voices of ChildrenManifestos for Change

Manifestos for Change revealed a wide range of b
responses from childrepranging from thoughtful and | Dearfeade. £
empathetic appeals to imaginative and playful wishesj kst ke cite aw money
Older children expressed both social concerns and '[:,.,:: :.:":..’.m,, =
personal hopes. One message séi?, K2 S @S NJ (535 pam =
Oft 20 KSa | YR Y2 ysBénwing AsNAAES | | et « suimming ot et o
sense of care for others. Another child wisheddok bovrey castle

A AYYAYy3 LR2f | yeRecting thiegoyzy! b

and dreams of childhood. Some messages asked . . ’;‘f
leaderstod Y+ 1S | &a0K22f F2NJ (
2 ad@rd20&84 JS LI2 2 Nbhoifing L)t §  COLTTEES i o

early signs of empathy and fairness

L® \While some children clearly shared their thoughts,
Dedc Lesdere i others, being younger,may not havefully understood
Please make a schnl for . the concept Yet,they participatedwith excitementby
SRS adding their fingerprints and contributing to the
o - E0E artwork. Even if they O 2 dzf Bxpr€s8 messages
m‘;@ themselves they listened closelyto what their peers
o had to say, shoyvmg_that the spirit of the activity
Cos. Disoreron o Ergives @, o reachedeverychildin its own way:.

»_vmv.t Senmt, _Nu'dq

11
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Virtual GalleryScreening

The launch othe virtual gallery sparked great
excitement among the childrenWhen shown

the gallery, they eagerly responded with guesses
adzOK & a! NI DFffSNB |3
YR atlAyliAy3azé RSY2y:
awareness of these spaces. What stood out was
their ability to recognisetheir own artwork;

many recalled exactly what they had created
and proudly described it. They waited with
anticipation for their painting to appear on
screen.

111 &

Children were especiallyfascinated by the virtual interface, observinghow the gallery allowed
movementfrom one painting to another and from room to room. Theyexpressedoride and joy in
seeingtheir artwork displayedn sucha setting

There was also a strong senseof curiosity and appreciation for the work of children from other
countries Theypointedto specificpaintings,askedtheir teacherto zoomin, and commentedon the
colours and materialsused Thisinteraction not only validated their own creative efforts but also
openedawindow to globalartistic expressiorand connection

Conclusion

Thejourney of Voicesof Childrenhasbeen a deeply enriching and transformative experiencefor

both educatorsand children. What beganasa projectto honour children'svoiceshasevolvedinto a
vibrant tapestry of expression, collaboration, and meaningful engagementacross classrooms,
homes,andborders

Throughmuseumsetups, creative labs, community libraries, and international exchangesgchildren
have not only developedartistic and communicativeskills but have also discoveredthe power of
their own voices Their evolving confidence,empathy, and senseof agencyhave been visible in
every interaction from their manifestosfor changeto the joy of seeingtheir work displayedin a
globalgallery.

ThelLJS R 3 enpBasisbn co-construction, reflection, and authentic expressionhasempowered
educators to become facilitators of curiosity and compassion It has also fostered a stronger
connectionwith families reinforcingthat learningis not confinedto schoolwalls but thrivesin the
everydaymomentssharedbetweengenerations

As we look ahead,we remain committed to deepeningthis journey, continuing to create spaces
where every child feels seen, heard, and valued The Voicesof Childrenpedagogyis not just a
practice, but a promise to listen deeply, respond thoughtfully, and celebrate the wonder of
childhoodin all its forms.

12

Bright Start Foundation | Voices of Children Pedafo|gg025



The Evolving Voices of Children Peda@blyernational Project

Voices of Children Pedagodjy

Voices of Children PedagoyyCentrec India
Healthy Planet School, New Delhi, India

Lead Authors:

Richa Luthra, Neeru Malhotra
Contributing CeAuthors:
Satakshi Agarwal, Neelu Jain

Voices of Children Mentor:
{Fgaly 1FYYIFITRX al adSNXQa DNJIJ Rdz
from IOEUniversity College London (UCL), Jordan

Implementation Year 1 - 2025

18

Bright Start Foundation | Voices of Children Pedato|g2025



Project Announcement and Consent Signing

A TheVoices of Childremroject captivated students, sparking excitement. They joyfully
signed consent, envisioning their artwork travelling globally, inspired treativity, and
started to develop aense of global connection.

Voices of Children Portfolios and Labs

A Childrenenthusiastically cecreated Mobile Labsfosteringcreativity, teamwork, and
ownership. They chose materials, set rules, and collaborated, building a strong
foundation for their artistic journey, despite minor sharing challenges.

| KAt RNByQa +2A0Sa / ANDf Sa
A Voices of Children Circle Tinfesteredexcitement, creativity andcollaboration

Children shared artwork, buildingpnfidenceandempathy. The Exhibitions reflected
their engagement and ownership, enhancing their artistic journey.

1st Voices of Children International Gallery at UCL East in London

A Young learners joyfullgurated artworkfor the 1st Voices of Children International
Galleryin London (November 2024). This exhibition celebrated th&gination,
collaboration, and the global power of their voices, fosterimgppinessand a sense of
ownership.

Growth Mindset and the Caonstruction of Ideas

A Embracinghildren's voicedransformed teaching, fosterinmclusive, engaging learning
This empowered young learners, enhancoggnmunicationand creating childocused
environments.

The Continuum

A TheVoices of Childremproject continues into primary years, fostering collaboration and
co-learning Educators will empoweshildren's voicesvaluing every child's perspective in
shapingdiscussionsand creativity.

14
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Voicesof ChildrenPedagogy A view of the class

Listening to children's voices builds their self-esteem,
independence and communication skills nurturing an
inclusive environment Educators now employ student
centredlearning, valuingeverychild'sperspective

Autonomy and DecisiorMaking

TheVoices of Childreproject empowered young minds,
fosteringcreativity, environmental awarenessand ‘
confidence Children curated their gallery, and celebrating : — = ———
global connections sharing and selecting their work ' — ;
reinforcinginternational-mindedness

The Environment

Mobile labstransformed thelearning environment
stimulatingcreativity and collaborative artwork Children
enthusiastically engaged in hands activities, promoting
deeper learning .

Parents as Partners

Parents became keen partners in thieices of Children
project, sparked by the gallery and monthly updates.

Celebrating as a Group

We anticipate more globaloices of Children
collaborations, fostering understanding and connection
among students.

Professional Development - Voicesof Children|[ S I R BoNEn Quring the Annual Bright Start
International Conference

The Voices of Children conference greatly impacted us, especiallysessionson intergenerational
learningand project-basedlearning We'll now exploreAl for personalisedearningat HealthyPlanet,
Ghaziabad

FromMay 2025onwards

New Grade 1 teachers were introduced to teices of Childremroject by their Early Years
colleagues.

Kindergarten
The Voices of Children Conferences/Cross Border Interactions

Voices of Children Conferencesable global art sharing. Children select work, express messages, :
discuss creations with international peers, fosterargativity andcrosscultural connection

Conclusion:

This valuable experience boosted childresrsativity, public speaking confidengeandglobal
connectionthrough art. 15
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Gradel

Voicesof Children

Introduction

Sixstudentsuseddrawingsto expressoles,interests,and emotions,connectingglobally
Participantsand Methodology

Sixstudents(5-7) drew householdroles, interests, and emotions sharingthese with international peers
to foster crosscultural understanding

Findings

Students'artwork depicted householdcontributions, personalinterests, and emotions, fostering cross
cultural understandingthrough sharinganddiscussiorof their creations ,materials,andtechniques

Conclusion

The Voices of Children initiative empowers students, using art for self-expressionand crosscultural
communication boostingtheir confidenceandglobal connections

Voicesof Childreninternational Project
Fromthe Classroonto the World: HostingConferencesand CrossBorderConnections

Our Kindergartenand Grade1 classroomsthrough childled conferencesand crossborder interactions,
empoweredyounglearnersto expressheir identities andbuild globalconnectionsviaart andadvocacy

Purposeand Objectives

Theseevents provided platforms for children to share art and emotions encouragingreflection and
fosteringintercultural friendships Theyreinforcedthat youngvoicesdrive meaningfulchangeand global
appreciation

1. Preparing for the Voices of Children Conference

In the leadup to the classroom event, children were prepared
through structured reflection and handsn involvement:

Exploring the Global Gallery
Children excitedly revisited the prior year's Voices of Children Vil
Gallery, sparking excitement and recognition of international pee
artwork:

G¢KS8 RNBg TfE26SNABR f A
GCKSANI K2dzaSa 221 RA

Children embraced their global creative communitgalisingart and messages transcend borders,
deepening their cultural awareness and appreciation.

16
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Setting the Stage A ceremonial date transformed the classroom
into agallery, displaying student artwork and portfolios for review. i

Explaining the PurposeStudents selected artwork for théoices
of Children International Gallerysharing their voice globally.

Encouraging ReflectionPrompts helped students deeply reflect
on theirart's messagend desired impact.

2. Hostingthe ClassroontConference

Group Introduction- A circle discussion affirmed children's voices; seeing the online gallery motivat:
thoughtful art choices.

Presenting and Selecting A+tStudents confidently chose and presentadwork from their portfolios
for the global gallery

G¢CKA& aK2ga Ye FlLYAfe KStLAyYy3a SkOK 20GKSNDE
G¢KAA 2Y RolokiodS GOFNdka3IK L FSE 0 KI LILR Pé

Creating Personal MessageStudents wrote messages reflecting their art or hopes, addingtional
depth andintention.

Documentation and SignaturesChildren signed their art; teachephotographedand catalogued
global gallery submissions.

3. Preparing for the CrosBorder Zoom Interaction

After the conference, children were prepared for a live international
session where they would meet and interact with peers from a
different country.

Building Context
Using globes and discussion, children located the country of their §§ E
Zoom partners and talked about what they knew and hoped to learfif

about that place. y

ConfidenceBuilding

their artwork and interests.

Art & Message Preparation
Children revisited their chosen artworks and rehearsed how to explain
them using prompts such as:

G2 KFG ad2NeB R2Sa GKA&a GSffKe
G2 KIFIG R2 @2dz ¢yl @2dzNJ FNASYR (2 fSIFNYy FNRY

17
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4. During the Zoom Interaction

Warm Introductions
Educators from both countries welcomed students and encouraged children to greet each other
with smiles and simple words. Icebreakers helped ease nerves and build rapport.

Art Sharing & Cultural Exchange

Students presented details of their artwork with confidence and listened attentively as their peers
shared theirs. Educators highlighted unique aspects of their country, from traditional foods to
local landmarks.

Dialogue & Reflection
Guided questions helped spark thoughtful interaction:

G2 KFGQa a2YSUKAYy3I ySg @2dz f SFNYySR (2RI @8K¢§
Gl 26 Ad GKSANI a0K22f RAFTFSNBY(H FTNRY 2dzNBKE
G2 KIFIG g2dd R 82dz tA1S (2 aK2g GKSY AF (GKSe C

Friendship & Keepsake Moments
A group screenshot was taken to remember the session. As a fallgwstudents created
postcards or drawings for their new international friends.

5. Reflections and Lasting Impact

These experiencesviewing global galleries, presenting art, and speaking across borders left a
deep impression on our young learners. They helped children:

Recognisehemselves as global citizens, connected by creativity and shared values.
A Value their identity and express confidence in their ideas.
A Strengthen communication skills and develop empathy through dialogue.

A Understand the power of their voice, knowing it can reach hearts and minds far beyond the
classroom.

Signing the Voices of Children Manifesto for Change
Introduction

The Voices of Children Manifesto for Changmpowered Kindergarten and Grade 1 learners to
express their rights, hopes, and thoughts through art and dialogue. This initiative amplified the
voices of young people for global change.

Participants & Methodology

Children from Grade 1, aged 5 to 7, participated in the session. The activity was divided into two
parts:

18
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Art for Change

Children created individual art tiles usioglour, shapes, symbols, and words to represent their rights,
dreams, and messages. These tiles were then combined into a largesyratalisingollective

action. Each child signed his/her tile to show ownership and solidarity.

Reflection for Change
In small group discussions and circle time, educators guided children through reflection questions.
Their responses were recorded in their own words

Young Minds, Big Ideas

As part of thevoices of Children Manifesto for Changgoung learners reflected on preschool,
sharing honest thoughts abowthat school means to themTheir heartfelt responses captured
learning and dreams for a valued future.

What new things do you do and learn now that you are at our preschoo'”

GL LY £SFENYAY3 Fo2dzi &KIFLISAS dzyf 9 h
LX I yias FNHAGAS FyR 083801 of S$ad¢ B
GL KIFE@S f NBIRe& fSIFENYySR aSOSNIf

gStt de '»

2. How do you feel our preschool helps you become a big kid? o1 o

GL ESFENY G2 GF€] GAGK 20KSNES  BE |1y
productions helps me grow. We also play, enjoy stories, and get help wi oarpingnd o el

f SIENYAY3DE

3. If you could invite all the children in the world to preschool, what wou

you tell them about it? )

Gad 40K22f A& | 2VyRSNFdA LJ I O \L /
Gaé aoOKz22ft Aa Béy YR Fdzft 2F GNBSao LiGQa
Grt1zZ IyR SELJNJSaé @ 2dzNB St F g

4. What would you say to a friend who has never been to preschool? What should they know?

Gaeé aoOKz22f Aa 3INBIFIIH ¢KS Of I aaNR 2 Y astructyrdd, andS | (
we have comfortable furniture. There are smart boards in the rooms, and number lines are even
YFNYSR 2y (KS Tt 22NH PE

5. Do you think every child should have a chance to come to preschool? Why?

G,Saz SOSNEB2YyS &aK2dZ R 3ISd || OKIFyOS (G2 | GGSyF
12 aKAYS®E

6. If you could be the boss of all the schools in the world, what would you do for kids who want to
come to preschool?

LT L g1 a G§KS 02aa 2F GKS aoKz22ftfaz ¢S ¢2dz
GF 1Sy K2YS®dé
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7. What do you want to see more of in our

preschool?
Ga2NB &i2NRo6221a FyR Ofl e ded
GL glyd I IFNRSy (2 LIyl Ff24dS

The Art Mural & Manifesto Signing

Grade 1's mural symbolized unity and hope, featuring
dreams and rights. Kindergarteners' "Ocean g,
Treasures" art advocated for education, nature, and '
national care.

@‘3
Trami

Impact & Conclusion

The Voices of Children Manifesto empowered students to express thoughts, build leadership in gla
dialogue, learn civic values, and collaborate creatively. It fostered reflection, connection, and
amplified their voices globally.

Teacher Reflections and Case Study Documentation

Following the Voices of Children International Project, teachers created case studies documenting
each child's emotional, social, and cognitive growth. These highlighted art as expression, voice an
reflection, confidence and participation, and individual messages for the world, showcasing young
learners as global citizens.

Reflections from the Educators

Educator 1:

GL al g OKAf RNBY GNIYATF2NY RdAdINAYy3I (GKAA LINR2S
their hands to share their drawings and ideas. They felt proud of beingheatdcorrected, not

tested 0dzi aAYLX & ftAAGSYSR (2¢ ¢KI G asSyasS 2F Ol
Educator 2 :

G ¢ KS -bardER Zpém interaction was exgpening not just for the children, but for us teachers

too. Watchingsiyear2 f Ra | a1 ljdzSadAaz2ya tA1S W52 &2dz KI

LX & Ay @2dzNJ a0K22f KQ NBYAYRSR YS GKF(G OdzNX:
@2dzy3Said f SI NY SNE dé

Educator 3:

G2 KSy (KS OKAfRNBY &aA3dySR GKSANI IFNIS2N] FYyR

understood that their words would be seen by people beyond the classroom. It gave them a new s
2F | 3SyoOed ¢KSe o0S3ty G2 a4SS GKSvyaSt@gSa yz2i
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Educator 4:

G¢CKAA LINP22SOG ONARISR Ylye 3LLIAP® /| KAt RNBY
space in this program. Some expressed throcglours others through stories, and some
through just a few powerful words. It reminded me that every child has something toaay
SOSNEB @2A0S YI GdSNa®DE

Looking Ahead

These teacher reflections and documented case studies are not just rectbrelg are tools to
inspire future learning. They have been compiled for:

Submission to th@&right Start Foundatiorand theUN Committee on the Rights of the Child
Showcasing in school exhibitions and global citizenship programs.
{KFENAY3I gAGK FlIYAfASE (2 KAIKEAIKG OKAT RN

By taking time to reflect and write, teachers have added depth and continuity to a powerful,
childled movement one that connects art, voice, learning, and hopes.

Conclusion: A Journey of Voice, Vision, and Global Connection

TheVoices of Children International Projetitansformed young learners intgplobal citizens
Throughart, conferences, and advocacl{indergartenand Grade 1students demonstrated
profoundgrowth, confidence and the power of their voices to inspire global change. This is
just the beginning.
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Reasons for joining the Voices of Children Project

Our School follows the International Early Years Curriculum (IEYC).-eeciédcbd approach that
values curiosity, agency, and inquiry. It encourages children to ask questions, explore their interes
and engage in meaningful, handa experiences that deepen their understanding of the world
around them. As educators, we see our main role as nurturing independence, resilience, and a Ic
2F fSIENYAY3II gKAES fa2 20aSNWAyYy3 Sl OK OKAf
needs.

When we learned about the Voices of Children Project, we were eager to join, as it offers childre
the opportunity to share their perspectives, appreciate diversity, and engage with global issues. It
aim to empower children as agents of sustainable change aligns perfectly with our mission and
vision as a School.

Project Announcement and Consent Signing

A preintervention survey conducted among OLM f&ehool parents highlighted both strengths and
opportunities. While parents recognized the developmental benefits of creative arts, many were
unfamiliar with the concept of child advocacy. This presented an opportunity to raise awareness
I 62dzi GKS AYLERNIFYOS 2F [YLEAFTeé&Ayd OKAf RNBY

The introduction of the Voices of Children project at OLM$tbool was met with enthusiasm. The
announcement and signing of consent forms marked the beginning of an inspiring journey for the
children, teachers, and families.

The children were excited and curious when the project was introdugidteir eyes lit up as they
brainstormed ideasasked questions, and celebrated the chance to share their artwork globally.”
For many, this was their first exposure to the concept of a virtual art gallery. Personal reflections
adzOK la aL fA1SR aSSAy3a GKS LI AyGAy3Ia 2F (K
'y SEKAOAGAZY KSNB Ay 2dzNJ OAGeéeé SELINBaaSR ¢
participation. Despite some initial confusion over logigti€sVill we fly to Europe?’ their

enthusiasm grew as the project was explained, creating an atmosphere filled with creativity and
anticipation.

Bright Start Foundation | Voices of Children Pedagbp2025 =



TheO K A f BueSighSeilectedtheir eagernesso understandand contribute to the project,
whichfocusedonthree mainthemes

0  Art Creation Questionsabout materials,creativeprocessesand the types of artwork they
couldcreate(e.g., drawings,clay,andlocallandmarks)

0  GlobalParticipation Curiosityaboutthe involvementof other countries,whether they could
travelto seetheir art, andthe globalreachof their creations

0 Understandinghe Concept Inquiriesabout the virtual gallery,logisticsfor displayingtheir
art, andwhether exhibitionswould alsobe heldlocally

Thesequestionshighlightedthe O K A f BxdilBryetand aspirationsjncludingtheir desireto
makebeautifulart for othersto seeanddreamsof becomingfamousfor their creations

Ofthe 106 children, 95 demonstratedhighlevelsof engagementparticipatingenthusiastically
The remaining 11 children showed moderate engagement, with occasionaldistractions,
suggesting needfor moretailored activitiesto maintaintheir interest.

—

Thesigningof consentforms was a significantmilestonefor the
children. Ofthe 106 participants,78 childreneagerlysigned,fully ...
understandingthe importance of the project, while 28 children
needed further explanationto ensure they felt included and
comfortable This processhelped foster a sense of pride and
importance,markingtheir formal entry into the project.

¢tKS OKAftRNByQa SEOAGSYSyid é6la |tftaz2z NBFt SOGS
Depictions of their surroundings in Rio de Janeiro, such as trees, animals, and local landmarks;
Playful and imaginative ideas, such as drawings of ice cream, chocolate, and colorful creations.

The introduction of the virtual museum further fueled their motivation, inspiring the children to
express themselves creatively and connect with a global audience. This initial announcement an
consent signing created a collaborative, commuifittgused atmosphere, with the children eagerly
sharing ideas and supporting one another.
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Voicesof ChildrenPortfolios and Labs

TheVoicesof ChildrenLabwasset up collaborativelyin classrooms,
involvingboth teachersand children The childrenwere thrilled to
help establishthe lab and frequently visitedit throughout the day
Theyactively contributed to creatingthe art lab rules, with their
first suggestiorbeing,"We needto be respectful”

The lab spacewas designedto be colorful, creativity-driven, and
equipped with accessible materials like paints, markers,
watercolors, crayonsand other art supplies It quickly becamea
centralhubfor creativity, with childrenvisitingmultiple timesa day
to experimentandcreate

One favorite activity among the youngest children was finger
painting, and they became excited whenever given the chance to
try something new. Older children offeresuggestions on keeping
the area organized. For example, Miguel emphasized the
importance of sharing materials fairly to ensure no one felt
excluded, while Amir suggested cleaning brushes and workspace
after use to keep the space tidy. Bernardo emphasized that
everyone should have the opportunity to experiment without
RAAGdzNDAY3I 20KSNEX FyR | St Syl
FNO@g2N] = SalLISOAlLtfe AF az2vysSe
The children naturally gravitated toward collaboration, helping eag
other with their projects Notable interactions included Oliver
sharing popsicle sticks with Beniciavho needed more for his
construction. Miguel and Leonardo worked together with recycled”
materials, with Miguel asking for help cutting leaves, and Leonard
offering advice on placing them in their robot creations

While the children were highly engaged in the lab, challenges aro
when they encountered motor skills they had not yet mastered fo
certain art forms. In these instances, we guided them through the
learning process. Overall, the children gave positive feedback,
describingthe Voices of Children Lab as "special and cool" and
wishing they could spend the entire day ther@hey were excited
to know that people from around the world would see their
drawings and paintings in the virtual gallery.
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The Voices of Children Labs have successfully fostered creativity
collaboration, and engagemery involving children in setting
up and creating rules for the spagcthe labs have become
shared environments of ownership, agency, and prid@ositive
behaviors, high levels of participation, and feedback from the ===
OKAf RNBY RSY2yadNYaS GKS fF o
exploration. Moving forward, we will continue to expand
resources and refine routines to keep the labs dynamic and
inspiring

/ KA RbiGegia

Most childrenare fully engagedduringthe VoiceCirclesessionsywhether in the morningor at the end
of the day Thisstructuredtime allowsthem to sharetheir ideas,reflect on experiencesand connect
meaningfullywith their peers Onechildsaid "I like when we usethe talking ball becauseeveryone
listensto me," andanotherexpressed;Canwe havemoretime to talk aboutour drawings? haveso
muchto say!"

Toolslike the talking stick or ball create an engagingand dynamicenvironment As one educator
noted, "When we use our talking stick, the children pretend it is a microphone, creatinga fun Wi | €
a K 2 atnibsphereasthey discusstheir artwork." Thisapproachnot only encouragesparticipation
but alsohelpschildrendevelopa senseof ownershipand pride in their creations

To continue enriching the experience and ensuring inclusivity, we plan to incorporate visual prompt
expand topics, and continue to schedule both morning and afternoon sessions.
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Examplesof Children'svoicesand choices
1. Nursery What comesfrom the heart Xgoesto the heart!

As a Catholic school, our mission is to foster individuals who contribute positively to their
communitiesand society We frequently organizecampaignghat encouragestudentsto takeanactive
role in makinga difference

Onesuchinitiative, the WD S y S N} # &C&rgphignwas launchedat the start of the schoolyear
with the goal of alleviating lonelinessamong the elderly in local nursing homes Middle school
studentswere beinginvited to write and sendletters to the elderly Uponseeingthe campaignposter,
we were inspiredto involve our PreSchooleran someway. We wondered What if they could meet
the elderly and sharethe beautiful songsthey are learning?Couldthe children also create special
artwork to brightentheir day?We were convincedthat the little oneswould be excitedto participate
andthe resultsprovedwe were not wrong.

We organizeda virtual meetingthat allowedthe childrento connectwith the elderlyresidents,where
they introducedthemselvesand sanga few songssomeof which are belovedby multiple generations
in our country.

Followingthis, the children created beautiful artwork along with heartfelt messagesthoughtfully
consideringwhat might bring joy to the elderly. Ideaslike W 2 § € t &hd Wboat with a specialroom
for 3 NJ y Reféaongtheir creativecontributions Needlesgo say,the elderswere overjoyedto
receive such heartwarming gifts. It was a simple yet deeply meaningful project, creating lasting
memoriesfor both generations

Now, the childrenare excitedto create more beautiful artwork to sharewith their own grandparents
and have expresseda desireto invite them to the Schoolas guestreaders Theycan hardly wait to
havegrandpaor grandma(or perhapsevenboth) tell a story to the whole class!

27
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1. SeniorKinder W2 Kik@d$sentialisinvisibletotheS & S Q

Our SeniorKinderchildren were excitedto exploreW ¢ Kitle t NJA yyO\St6ine de SaintExupéry
and discusssome of its key messagesTogether,the teachersand the children talked about the

importance of nurturing creativity, seeingthe world with wonder, caringfor others with respect,
maintaining curiosity, and, above all, understandingthat the most important things in life are felt

with the heart, not just seenwith the eyes

As passionateplanetlovers,the children were pleasedto learnthat the Little Princecamefrom a
smallplanet, AsteroidB-325, which he took great careof. Theywere evenmore surprisedto discover
that he eventuallyleft hishometo exploresixother planets,includingEarth Alongthe way,he meta
variety of fascinatingcharacters both human and animak who challengedhis views on life. The
Little Princesoontaughtus a thought-provokinglesson childrenand adults seethe world differently,
with childrenbeing more capableof appreciatingthe beautyand valuein simple,important things
like flowers

Inspiredby the story, our five and sixyearolds decidedto createtheir own planets,imaginingthat
the Little Princemight visit those and learn about what truly mattersin the world. Somechildren
thoughtfully incorporatedthe IEY(personallearninggoals,viewingthese asvaluablelessongor the
Prince Theresult was a seriesof unique planets,eachremindingus that beauty can be foundin a
singlecotton candycloud, happinessn watchingthe rain (especiallywhen heartsfall from the sky),
andwonderin gazingat the stars

6 JuliaFerreira,6 yrs. W9 @S NdsgeefsBature, and when it rains, A (ic@ dream! L (afvays
cold, like agiantcandylandQ

0 BemardoSoares5 yrs. W[ 2P#Setis a placewhere love never ends Treesgrow candy,the
rainis madeof hearts,andeveryoneisalwayskindandf 2 gA y 3 HQ
0 LiviaGéliqg 6 yrs. W a @anetis calledBala Whenit rains, candyfalls from the sky The seais

made of white chocolate,and the fish are blueberries Everyoneis respectful,and all animals
aretreated] A Y Rf @ HQ

Our little artists were thrilled to seetheir artwork displayedin the permanent Voicesof Children
Gallery, and they are looking forward to leading gueststhrough the gallery to showcasetheir

work. o8
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1. Fromltaly to India: JuniorY A y RUBijuURAdventuresin the Voicesof ChildrenProject

As part of the IEYGGoingPlacesunit, our two JuniorKindergroupsembarkedon an excitingjourney
around the world. Thisunit encouragedcuriosity and exploration,allowing childrento discovernew
cultures, places,andtraditions. While both groupssharedthe sameadventurousspirit, they choseto
follow unique pathsto deepentheir learningexperiences

JuniorKinderA childrentook advantageof havingan Italianboy in their classand decidedto explore
Italy. This provided a wonderful opportunity to learn firsthand about Italian culture, language,and
traditions. The children engagedwith authentic materials, set up their own Italian restaurantwhere
they serveddeliciousplaydoughpizzasand evenlearnedsimpleltalian phrases pringingtheir journey
to life in a personaland meaningfulway.

Thisdrawingis me eatingpizzabecausd really like eatingLJA T -iGlarflucas Yrs

4 ¢ K/SBicanisthet 2 LIS X SAhtonioPedro4 Yrs
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Meanwhile, Junior Kinder B children dove into the vibrant culture of India. They explored Indian
landmarks,traditional foods, and customs, sparking excitement and curiosity about this rich and
diverse country. Through stories, music, and creative activities, the children developeda deeper
appreciationfor L Y R Hetitag & fosteringempathyand globalawarenessrom a youngage

G t S AdwéftcSdancein India. TheirclothesareveryO 2 £ 2 Ndaridgiasb Yrs

G ¢ K &dkRephantsin Indianweddings Thisoneis at night, so peopleare wearinga O | NJEn§oaid,
S5Yrs

G { 2 fo®ersandabigbeefromL y R-eligas Yrs

This project beautifully showcasedthe importance of O K A £ Rdlde yh Qreir learning journey,
allowingthemto follow their own interestswhile exploringdiversecultures Throughtheir choicesthe
JuniorKinderchildrenactivelyengagedwith their environmentsin meaningfulways,fosteringcuriosity
and respect for global traditions. This handson, childled approachnot only deepened their
understanding of different cultures but also nurtured international mindednessin their early
yearq encouragingalifelong appreciationfor the g 2 NJri¢h Didersity.

Voicesof ChildrenGalleries

Our children'screativity and ideastook center stagein a vibrant celebrationof learning,showcased
both locally in our SchoolAuditorium and globallyin a virtual exhibition. Theyjoined peersfrom
Australia, China,Japan,Singapore,Qatar, the UAE,and the UKin a shared spacethat honored
their unique perspectivesand artistic expressions

Familieswere delightedto exploreaninspiringarrayof 2-D and 3-D artifacts,thoughtfully presented
with accompanyingarrativesthat madethe O K A £ RhiEng Gsible. Thediversity of materials
usedr from paint and clay to recycled objects and textilest created visually stunning and
meaningfuldisplays

(G277 | ‘\ \\\\\\-

7 ok \l\/ |
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Oneparentreflected:

& ¢ Horsject makeschildren feel proud of what they do and encouragesthem to sharewith their
families Theyfeel respected valued,andcaredfor. It isjustg 2 Y R S NJF dzf H €

The galleriesnot only filled the children with pride over their artwork but also brought immense
satisfactionto the teachers who supported and guided them throughout the creative journey.
Witnessingthe O K A f RiNdS go@éito life and their confidence flourish was a deeply rewarding
experiencefor everyoneinvolved

Oneparticularlydelightful moment wasdiscussingdeasfor the projectW a Rights My + 2 A WitB @ur
three-yearolds It was astonishingto realize how much they already understand about what truly
matters, even at sucha youngage Helena,who recently welcomeda baby brother into her family,
expressedt simplyand powerfully: & 9 @ &iNdBasthe right to havea family and a brother like mineg
Meanwhile, Rafael,who had just turned four, madeit clear with a heartfelt conviction,& 9 @ ShiNdg
shouldhavetoys T then they would neverfeel sadé

WELCOME TO THE VOICES
OF CHILDREN GALLERY

Thesemomentsremind us how essentiait isto listento O K A f Roli¢Esgh@rbnortheir perspectives
Throughcreativityand conversationthey not only sharetheir dreamsbut alsoteach usabout hope,
belonging,andthe fundamentalrights that every child deserves

Children were especiallyenthusiasticas they navigatedthe virtual gallery They marveled at the
creativity of their peers around the world, asked thoughtful questions, and made personal
connections

their projectse
& 2 2 & Mexicangirl drew Fridakahlo Weknowthis | NIi A & (i g
& { | Aeblanchildrenhaveadifferentlanguageand! f LIK | 6 &
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Project:
My Place in the World:
Drawings from the Heart
of Childhood

"My dogs are very
important to me. | love
playing with Enzo, Ther,
and Tufdo, Enzo recently

became a little star, and |
miss him a lot."

Gabriela, 4 8yrs
Qur Lady of Mercy, Rio de
Janeiro

Project:
My Rights, My Voice

"Every child has the right
to play."

Guillermo, 4.7yrs
Our Lady of Mercy, Rio de Janeiro
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AMilestoneMoment:/ KA f RviddfgstOfr Changeand Certificates

The Manifesto marked a milestone moment where our children took an active role in shaping
messagedor change Throughcollaborationand open discussionthey exploredthe importance of
PreSchooleducationfor youngchildren Theyreflected on what they enjoy, what they are learning,
andwhat they believeshouldhappenso that all childrencanaccesshe sameopportunities

The children were also informed of a powerful fact: nearly 50% of children worldwide are not enroll
in any form of PréPrimary educatiom 175 million children are missing out on F8ehool education.
Teachersencouragedthe children to think deeply and sharetheir ideas & 2 &ll need to help by
sendinga strongmessageo the peoplewho makedecisionsfor our g 2 NithBySdid & | 2aseMdrs
will be sharedwith the United Nationg a big organisationwhere world leaderscometogetherto help
childrenandfamilieseverywheret

Great thoughts and inspiring ideas emerged Eventhe youngestvoices showed compassionand
creativity Asonefive-yearold putit:

a the schoolisdistant, childrenshouldbe providedwith transportationé

Thismeaningfulmoment concludedwith teacherspresentingcertificatesto the childrert celebrating
their enthusiasm thoughtful contributions, and active engagementhroughout the project It wasa
joyful wayto recognizetheir efforts and the wonderful opportunity to amplify their voiceson suchan
important globalissue

="\ \qibesto for Shange IR B
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CrossBorderInteractions

Our SeniorKinderchildren were thrilled to learn they had been invited to connectwith peersfrom
RushbrookPrimaryAcademyin Manchester Excitedby the opportunity, they beganthinking aboutthe
kind of artwork they wanted to sharewith their new friendsin the UK Theychoseone of their 2D
artworkspreviouslydisplayedn the Voicesof Childrengalleries and alsocreatednew postersdesigned
to introducetheir hometownand country.

O Ldfafv & big football pitch becauseBrazilianchildrenlove footballé
& Lneakethe Braziliarflagé
& 2 Bwustrememberto talk aboutfood: pAo de queijoe acaié

Duringthe interaction, the children introduced themselvesand eagerlyexplainedthe stories behind
their artworkst their inspirationsand the choicesof art supplies What delighted them most was
talking about their own country and learning about Englandas well. It wasa wonderful opportunity
to cultivate international mindednessand curiosity The highlight of the conversationwas the free
exchangeat the end, when the children sharedwhich artworks they liked bestand what they would
want to seeif they ever visited their T NA S9URtE. Q

Thisexperiencewas not only joyful but rich in educational value. It supportedthe developmentof
global awareness.empathy, and communicationskills. Thechildrenwere especiallyproud to express
themselvesin Englishand to be understood by their international friends. Momentslike these help
young learners see themselvesas part of a larger, interconnected world. They are alreadylooking
forward to new opportunities to connect with children around the globe, building friendships
through art, language and sharedcuriosity.

. i
1 -
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LookingAhead EmpoweringYoungVoices

The Voicesof Childrenproject hasbeena meaningfuljourneyin our Pre-School,givingyoung
learnersthe opportunity to expresstheir ideas,emotions, and perspectivesthrough art and
dialogue It provideda platform for childrento havetheir voicesgenuinelyheard and valuedt
fostering creativity, confidence,and a senseof belongingwithin a broader globalcommunity.

Throughout the project, children engaged in rich discussions, explored a wide range of materials,
and used artistic expression to make sense of their wdrfey developedturiosity,

imagination, and international mindednesas they shared their experiences and connected

with peers both within and beyond their own classrooms.

For educators, the project highlighted the importance of listening attentively to children's
thinkingand nurturing their sense of agencyt also inspired a revaluation of our learning
environments, particularly the selection and use of art supplies and recyclable materials and
reinforced the value of documentation as a tool for making learning visible.

Next Steps:

As we continue the Voices of Children project into the next school year, we aim to strengthen
our approach by:

A Building individual portfolios from the very beginning of the year to better capture the
learning journey of each child,

A Involving children more systematically in curating their wogncouraging them to reflect on
their creations and actively select what they wish to showcase in the galleries;

A Further expanding opportunities for crossltural connections and collaborative work,
deepening their understanding of themselves and others as global citizens.

A This ongoing work reaffirms our commitment to creating a learning environment where

AAAAA

OKAf RNByQa ARSIFIa IyR @2A0Sa | NB NBalLISOGSR:Z
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Introduction

At Rushbrook, the perspectives and voices of children have consistently been central to our prac
The children demonstrate enthusiasm for engaging with continuous provision and readily share tt
ideas with peers and teachers during their activities. Parental engagement is also a key principle
our approach; we regularly invite parents into the classroom to interact with their children and to
contribute to their learning experiences. We anticipated that participating in this project would
further enrich the educational opportunities we provide. We were interested to see how the
LINE2SOUG ¢2dAf R AYLINRGS 2dzNJ 6SI OKSNEQ LISRI 3213
their responses to it.

Project Initiation

Following the receipt of parental consent, the project was initiated, and 132 children were invited
participate. Parents and staff were immediately involved by being invited to support the collection
NB & 2 dzZNO S a ¥ 2TNd childedexplessdd cdndiderable &xcitement about contributing
materials to these spacedaking pride in informing their peers and teachers about the items they
had brought. They also assisted teachers in arranging and organising the materials within the art
labs.

Implementation in the classroom

While the Early Years classrooms already included areas for free artistic exploration, this initiative
represented a distinctive developmeitildren were able to influence the selection of materials,
resulting in a rich and stimulating environment for creative engagemehtachers in each class
facilitated circletime sessions to formally introduce the art labs. During these discussions, it was
explained that children could access the art lab freely, provided that they adhered to existing
classroom rules and expectations associated with continuous provision.

During the implementation process the International project encouraged us as a school to
strengthen our connections with our high school feeder school which is part of our multi academy
trust. During the "Voices of Children’ project we developed even stronger relationships with leade
across the high school that enabled Early Years Reception children to visit and observe their higt
school students Art Gallery and their artefacts, including their photography room and participate |
organised Art workshop3he children were wowed and in awe at the artwork displayed around
the high school and children shared their views. This positively impacted children's current
aspirations and expectations and inspired them to be ‘artists' themselves

Art Expression

Children were given the opportunity to produce artwork of their own choosing, drawing inspiratior
from both the texts studied within the classroom and the thematic topics under instruction. To
further stimulate creative thinking, images of prominent artists were displayed in proximity to the :
lab as an additional source of inspiration. On a daily basis, children engaged in the production of
artworks using a range of media according to their individual preferences. They consistently
demonstrateda strong sense of pride in their creations and expressed enthusiasm in sharing their
work with parents, teachers, and peers.

Children were invitedb create any piece of art of their choice Inspiration was drawn from the
books they were reading in class and the topics that were being taught. Pictures of artists were :
placed on display near the art lab for inspiration. Children created pieces of art each using whict
media they preferred. They were always very proud of their pieces of work and loved sharing th
work with parents, teachers and friends. We made an art gallery around school and children wer
delighted to see their work on display. During parents evening we invited the parents to come in
and see their work. The parents were very impressed and loved hearing the children tell them all
about their work and what they had used to create their piece of work.
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Parental/family engagement

In order to celebrate and showcase these achievements, an art gallery was established within the
a0K22t3 SylofAy3d LdzLIAta (2 OASs GKSANI 62 N
formally invited to view the exhibition. Parents expressed high levels of interest and appreciation,
FTNBldzSyidte O2YYSyilAy3da 2y (GKS ljdatAade 2F GKS
them about the materials, processes, and inspirations underpinning their work. Children were giv
homework tasks during the space topic to create a 2D or 3D rocket, we encouraged parents to
discuss the process with the childreRarents fed back that they enjoyed listening to their child

who explained what they were making and how they were going to make it.

Outcomesc General observations

At the outset of the projecteducators observed with some surprise that many pupils lacked the
skills and confidence to use the resources in the art lab independerfigr example, some

children poured glitter directly onto paper and appeared puzzled when it failed to adhere. Through
guided intervention educators recognised that this uncertainty stemmed from insufficient
opportunities for pupils to engage autonomously with a range of artistic materiadgt lessons

had typically been delivered through teacHed demonstrations at various points throughout the
term and year, but these sessions were not frequent or sustained enough to enable children to
consolidate and internalise their learning through independent practice. When given the
opportunity to freely access a wide range of materials to create both tvand three-dimensional
artwork, children expressed delight at the absence of restrictions on what they could aise
produce Initially, their engagement was largely exploratory, often characterised by the enthusiasti
but unstructured use of resources such as glitter and collage materials without a clear artistic
intention. To support the development of purposeful creative expression, educators began initiatin
O2y@SNEIFGA2Yya 6AGK LlzZIAf as alAy3d ljdSailirzya
children to reflect more deliberately on their artistic choices. As many pupils were initially unsure,
educators incorporated more structured discussions during circle time to encourage collective ide:
generation and planning.

In the early stages, children rarely verbalised their artistic intentions or reflected on their work.
Educators therefore employed targeted questioning to scaffold language use and critical thinking,
using prompts such as:

G2 KFG FNB @2dz 32Ay3 G2 YIF1S 2N RN} gKé

G2 KFG YFGSNRIT A FNB €2dz 32Ay3 G2 dzaS yR 6K
G/ Ly @2dz 0Stt YS | 062dzi @2dzNJ I NIg2NJ K |1 26 R2
They also helped children by given them sentence stems such as:

L KFE?S RNISYkLIAYGISRKONBI GSR | XX

L KID3S dz&aSR XXod

LG YIF{1S8Sa YS FTSStf XXoo
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Children begaiarticulating their ideas with greater clarity, forming more complex sentences,

and engaging in meaningful discussions about their creative procesdesse advances

extended beyond the art lab, with pupils demonstrating enhanced communication skills across
other areas of learning. Thepowed increased ability to follow instructions, explain their
reasoning, and draw upon prior knowledge during lesson times, reflecting a broader impact on
their cognitive and linguistic development.

This enhanced communication skills really supported the children when they came to speak to
Rio de Janeiro. Children where able to describe their chosen piece of work to the children in
Brazil. At first they were a little bit shy but as soon as they received praise for their work they
loved sharing their artefacts and weesthusiaticto talk about it. All children shared their

work. SEND children continued to be given sentence stems to start them off. Educators were
surprised at how confident and talkative the children were.

Conclusion

Educators reported that theJN2 2SO0 aAAIYyATFAOFylifte SyKFIyOSR
skills. At the outset, many children were unable to articulate their thoughts or describe their
creations. However, over timeand through consistent practice and the use of sentence

stemg their ability to communicate improved markedly. On reflectitime international art

project significantly enhanced children's communication and language skills by widening their
experiences, encouraging them to learn new vocabulary, describing their work and expressing
themselves creatively through artlt was evident througlpractitioner observations and
Wellcommcommunication and language assessments that the majority of children in one
particular class were able to explain their artistic choices by building their vocabulary and
verbal expressionAt least,76% of the children in a Reception class moved up one section and
in turn developed their vocabulary and understandinghe 5 children that stayed the same
already had a significant delay in communication. However, still made small steps in progress
by using a wider range of vocabulary.
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WellcommDatac RB Reception Class

Stayed the same 5

® Moved up one Section 17

In addition, practitioners were able to ask open ended questions to foster this development
and learn about a child's thoughts and feelings. This was particularly ewtent

neurodiverse children would find it difficult to regulate their feelings or emotions and
children would find accessing the 'art lab' therapeutic and calmi@yerall, practitioners

found that the art project positively impacted most of the children's behaviour and that it
promoted enabling a calm and stimulating environment.

Educators also observed that the children became increasingly independent in their creative
processes, generating their own ideas and taking greater ownership of their wdhe

project further supportedi KS OKAf RNBy Qa &2 OA I f, aslthgyRearSed 2 G A 2
to express how the images made them feel. Additionally, working within the art lab
environmentcontributed to their ability to selfregulate and manage emotions effectively

The international project encouraged practitioners to be more reflective and prompted
educators to note down and observe wow moments and reflect on the impact each step of the
project had on children's learning and development, whilst also encouraging them to evaluate
their own practice. For instance, one practitioner discudsaa she felt the project

highlighted that teachers can over scaffold when it comes to creative art areas and having a
pre-planned desired outcome leaves little opportunity for children to develop critical

thinking or problemsolving skills and limits their creativity and independence.

Future Plans

All staff members intend to continue the project in the following academic year and hope to
extend participation to the wider school community. They believe that the children will continue
to advance their communication skills and that educators are now better equipped to nurture
this development.

Overall, staff consider the project to have beehighly positive experience for the children. In
addition to enhancing their speaking and listening abilities, it has fostered creativity,
independence, and emotional growth.
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Project Announcement and Agreement Signing

Announcement of the "Voices of the Classrooms" Project

When we announced the "Voices of the Classrooms" project, we used a PowerPoint
presentation to explain the idea to the children. The presentation included drawings by famous
artists along with their pictures. Then, we showed the children their own pictures while painting
together.

G GKS SyRX ¢S 3ASyidGfte arAR G2 GKSYY b, 2dz |

Excitement and pride were evident on their faces as they saw their pictures alongside those of
famous artists.

Consent Forms:

The children felt a sense of responsibility and great confidence as we presented them with
an agreement that gave them the opportunity to express themselves through their
drawings.
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Artistic ldeas:

The most common themes in the children's drawings were expressions of their families, the
word "Hello", and some of their favorite places
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Most Drawings Reflected the Children's Attachment to Their Families

The majority of the drawings showcased the children's deep attachment to their families. This was
evident through their use of hearts and flowers, as well as the way they depicted their parents
with larger proportions in their artwork.

Motivation and Interaction

We felt a great sense of appreciation and responsibility, and it was truly wonderful to experience
this journey with the children. We witnessed their engagement and creative motivation firsthand.
This experience provided a special opportunity to hear their inner voices and boost their self

confidence.

One of the most beautiful stages of introducing the idea to the children was their visit to the art
exhibition held at Andalus International Schools, in the presence of the visual artist Taghreed Al

Basri.
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It was a wonderful experience, as the children were amazed by the displayed paintings and deep
influenced by the artist, which led them to ask many questions with enthusiasm and curiosity.

One of the Most Beautiful Drawings

One of the most remarkable drawings was created by a little girl who was not yet three years old.
She drew the exhibition she had visited and depicted herself standing beside the artist, adding
many beautiful details.
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Children's Voices Labs

Use of Space: A designated and decorated corner in the classroom.

With Children's Participation, Expressing Themselves Freely

| KAt RNBYyQa w2ftS Ay {SGGAy3 wdzZ SaY ¢KS& | O0A
fingerprints.

Established Rules

We then agreed on the rules for the art corner in the classroom. We explained the importance
of maintaining their safety, using the tools properly, returning them to their place, and keeping
the area tidy after finishing their work in the art corner.

A Use materials carefully and return them to their place
A Respect and share with friends

A Keep the area clean

A Wait for your turn

A Ask for help when needed
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Participation and Engagement

Visit the area frequently (2 times a day)

Very enthusiastic and highly involved

Regularly cooperate, share materials, and exchange ideas
Follow the rules with occasional reminders

Observed Behaviors

Positive: Creativity, teamwork, sharing, and respect.

Children's Files:

Each child has a special file; they are reminded
several times a week to add their artwork.

Children's Feedback:

They are excited to see their artwork displayed, =
which makes them feel proud and inspired.

"I love drawing more than playing with toys."
Teachers' Reflections:

Seeing their work boosts confidence and encourages
creativity.

Teaching new artistic techniques can further enhance their
experience.

Permanent Exhibitions in the Classroom

Establishing permanent exhibitions in the classroom was a very special idea. It delighted the
children and gave them a sense of pride as their artworks were displayed permanently for
everyone to see. This encouraged them to visit the art corner regularly.
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answering questions about their artworks enhanced their-selifidence.They spoke

about their drawings with pride and assurance.

¢S+ OKS NA Q: Inte&adionSvithiah &igfefice gave the children courage to express
themselves.

7 31y
A Y

Creativity with 3D Art and Recycling

Our children excelled in using recycled materials to create wonderful 3D artworks. This
activity was enjoyable for them and instilled a spirit of teamwork and collaboration.

¢S OKSNA Q ThsSagtivit @idfdrc2d/tie ¥oncept of teamwork and nurtured
creativity.

T TS w3}
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Wishes Session and Voting

Another remarkable activity was the dialogue session with the children to hear their wishes.
They agreean a single wish through voting and everyone signedTiheir ideas were
sincere, beautiful, and reflected their needs and feelings.

7 A

¢SIFOKSNAQ ¢WKST faS@am2ya XA IKE AIKGISR (K OKA €

Bright Start Foundation | Voices of Children Pedadbp2025 4



Selecting Works for the Virtual Exhibition

The children selected their drawings for the virtual exhibition. They felt very happy knowing that
their works would be displayed globally, giving them a sense that their voices would be heard
worldwide.

¢S OKSNA Q Allowifgtckldden to paytidipate in decisianaking strengthened their self
confidence.

Joy of Global Art Display

When the children saw all their drawings and comments displayed in the virtual exhilbiteyn,
were filled with joy and pride knowing their achievements reached the world.

¢S OKSNA Q ThePtpériBnOeigav2 tigickildren a sense of global accomplishment.
Distribution of Certificates and Medals

At the end of the year, the children received certificates recognizing their continuous creativity
and we presented them with medals as a memorable reward that will accompany them for life,
creating an unforgettable experience.

¢S OKS NA Q Horring tiSe@lilldreh ¢réatéd a strong motivational boost.

International Virtual Exhibition

LG 61+ &a 62yRSNFdA 4G GKS SyR 2F (GKS | OF RSYAC
alongside works from children around the world. This was a truly joyful experience that brought
great happiness to our children.

¢S OKSNE QY wERX SOSRRFNMA SYyOS oNRIF RSYSR (KS OK
world.
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Looking Ahead: Next Phase and Key Milestone

Building on the foundations dimplementation Year 1 (2025he Evolving Voices of
Children PedagogV International Projectenters its next phase as an ongoing,
collaborative, and borderless initiativedeepening pedagogical practice, thoughtfully
leveraging Al, expanding global reach, and strengthening connections between
education, research, and policy.

Expanding Global Reach
Scaling implementation across new countries in partnership withgaey Childhood
Development Action Network (ECDAN).

ResearclhPractice Partnerships

Strengthening collaboration between researchers and educators, with selected case
studies contributing to a planne2i026 special publicatiom the Journal of Early
Childhood Research

Voices of Children International GalleriesA A A A A
L'y | yydz ¢ Jf 201 f ()SfS()NJ-l’jAQy SI OK b2@dSYo6S
across countries and continents

Voices of Children Pedago®yAwards of Excellence o o
Launching annual international awardsrexogniseandhonourS RdzOF 62 Na Q SEOS
contributions.

2026 Bright Start International Conference

The annual global platfororinging educators, researchers, and policymakers together
share practice, exchange insightsid shape the next phase of the evolving Voices of
Children Pedagody.
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Further Information

Further information about the project is available at:

Voices of Children Pedai ™ International Project
https://voicesofchildren.brightstartfoundation.org/

Annual Bright Start International Conference
https://conferencebrightstartfoundation.org/

Bright Start Foundation
https://brightstartfoundation.org/
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