DADS EVOKING CHANGE

The Opportunity for a Healthy Solution

When childsupport payments
go to government
rather than to
families,
children suffer

There are numerous flaws within our nation’s
family court and child-support systems.
Here at Dads Evoking Change, we see each individual issue as an
opportunity to create change and improve outcomes for fathers
challenged by the complex set of laws that often hurt, rather than help,
low-income families.

ACCORDING TO RESEARCH
70% of outstanding
child-support debt in
California is owed to the
government, not to kids.
Three-quarters of
California child-support
cases involve low-income
families —
disproportionately
families of color —
currently or previously on
public assistance. Of the
parents who owe
payback debt, most earn
less than $10,000 a year.

HAVING A CHILD

FATHERS ARE OFTEN

is one of the most difficult
experiences.
Unfortunately, in lowincome communities,
when the parents are not
together, the family courts
and child support system
are often used as a tool of
power, control and
enforcement. Instead of
supporting father
involvement, it can
systematically separate
the noncustodial father
from child.

marginalized in family
courts, and the
challenges are even
greater for those who
cannot afford lawyers.
Many fathers are alone in
the process, not given
any support to
understand the
complexities of the legal
system, and forced to
accept subpar situations
that can actually harm the
child in the end.
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Our social
policies should
not treat all
low-income
fathers as
“deadbeat dads”

Requiring
parents to pay
back public
assistance drives
families apart

DADSEVOKINGCHANGE.ORG

OUR SOLUTION
Dads Evoking Change (DEC) supports fathers
as they navigate the complex child custody
and/or child support process in family court.
Our target population is low-income fathers,
fathers of color and young fathers who may not
have the legal knowledge or financial means to
hire lawyers to advocate for them.
DEC provides a network of supportive ambassadors for fathers experiencing legal, socioemotional and financial challenges with child custody and child support issues. We offer
individualized guidance, educational group workshops and access to community resources.
We believe in promoting sensible child custody and child support agreements that benefit the
child first, and the family overall thereafter. Our vision is a transformed family court system, that is
free of bias and discrimination against low-income fathers and fathers of color who want to
positively parent their children.
“A good father is one of the most unsung, unnoticed, and yet one of
the most valuable assets in our society.”

FUNDRAISING GOAL FOR 2020: $100,000.00

How your donation will help DEC
•

Onboard two Case Managers who will
advocate for and assist fathers through
family court processes

•

FILL THE ROLE OF A CONSULTANT FOR THE
FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICES PROGRam

•

Establish a physical location in
Alameda county where we can provide
wrap-around services

•

capacity building

Visit DadsEvokingChange.org CLICK HERE to Donate
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