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AAre you a fan of television? Are 
you like many TV buffs who 
catch up on their favorite 

shows by bingewatching on stream-
ing sites like Hulu? Do you enjoy 
listening to music, sports and news 
on the radio? If you answered, yes, 
to any of the above questions, then 
there’s a sparkling jewel waiting for 

THE PALEY CENTERTHE PALEY CENTER

BY JU L I E  CA R L S O N you right in the heart of Beverly Hills. 
What better way to discover and take 
a deeper look at the mediums of tele-
vision, radio and advertising than at 
The Paley Center for Media. 

The innovational institution was 
founded in 1975, in New York City, 
by William S. Paley, a media pio-
neer, who ushered in the arrival of 
the Columbia Broadcasting System. 
Fascinated with radio, and media, in 

general, Paley helped pave the way 
for broadcasting as we know it today. 

Originally known as The Muse-
um of Broadcasting, and later The 
Museum of Television & Radio, the 
organization’s name was changed 
to The Paley Center for Media to 
include revolutionary broadcasting 
technologies that have moved be-
yond the small screen to the Internet, 
mobile devices, and podcasting.

Throughout the years, The Pa-
ley Center has continued to keep the 
founder’s mission alive by bringing 
cultural and creative aspects of televi-
sion, radio, and emerging platforms 
together for educational purposes to 
the forefront, both at their New York 
location and the LA branch, which 
opened its doors in 1996. 

Both locations house the same 
identical collection, providing ac-
cess to over 160,000 programs from 
over 70 countries, covering almost 
100 years of television and radio his-
tory, including news, public affairs 
programs and documentaries, per-
forming arts programs, children’s 
programming, sports, comedy and 
variety shows, and commercial ad-
vertising.’ 

The Paley Center’s ultra-modern 
building located at 465 N. Beverly 
Drive was designed by famed New 
York architect, Richard Meier. His no-
table works have included the Getty 
Center, the Jubilee Church in Rome, 
the Barcelona Museum of Contem-
porary Art, and the Sandra Day 
O’Connor United States Courthouse 
in Phoenix. The Paley Center is free 
to the public, although a charitable 

donation is always welcome.
Inside, visitors will discover var-

ious rooms named after media per-
sonalities such as: the Danny Thom-
as Lobby and a lush rooftop garden 
offering 180 degree views of Beverly 
Hills featuring the Garry Marshall 
Pool. Many of these spaces are avail-

able for rent, including more intimate 
sections such as the Grant A. Tinker 
Board Room and the Ahmanson Lis-
tening and Green Room. The facility 
also features a 150-seat theater for 
screenings, award ceremonies, press 
conferences, and shows.

Aside from programming, The 

A LUSH ROOFTOP GARDEN OFFERING 180 DEGREE VIEWS OF BEVERLY HILLS.
                    PHOTO COURTESY THE PALEY CENTER

The Paley Center’s ultra-modern building located at 465 N. Beverly Drive.
                 PHOTO COURTESY THE PALEY CENTER.
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Paley features exhibitions. Earlier 
this year, the gorgeous Scottish and 
French frocks from the costume de-
partment of the hit time-travel show 
“Outlander” were on display in an 
exhibit titled ‘The Artistry of Out-
lander.’ CBS Daytime celebrated 30 
years with original set pieces and 
memorabilia from programming 
like “As the World Turns”, “Guid-
ing Light”, “The Price Is Right”, and 
“Let’s Make A Deal.” And Comedy 
Central’s “South Park” highlight-
ed memorable moments of over 20 
years from their popular animated 
show in an exhibit called ‘South Park 
20 Experience.’

Have you ever wanted to see 
your favorite television stars in per-
son? Not only does The Paley Cen-
ter showcase how television and 
radio have shaped our lives, society 
and culture, but they host a variety 
of educational events, including the 
extremely popular PaleyLive and 
PaleyFest. Sit down for an evening 
of conversations with the cast and 
creators of shows currently on air. If 
you miss them, don’t worry! The Pa-
ley Center has partnered with Hulu. 
You can catch whole programs and 
clips online. Recently, PaleyLive in 
LA hosted an evening with the cast 
and creator(s) of “Orange Is the New 
Black,” “It’s Always Sunny in Phila-
delphia” and “Ray Donovan.”

The Paley Center also holds its 
annual Paley TV Fall Previews with 
FOX, ABC, the CW, El Rey, CBS and 
NBC. This September, fans were 

able to get an up-close-and-personal 
look at shows and stars from “Lethal 
Weapon”, “This Is Us”, “Notorious”, 
Pitch” and “No Tomorrow.”

Past PaleyFest events show-
cased: “Scream Queens,” “Empire,” 
“The Walking Dead,” “The Big Bang 
Theory,” “Better Call Saul,” “Scan-
dal” and “A Special Salute to Dick 
Wolf” with the stars from “Law and 
Order,” “Chicago Fire,” “Chicago 
PD,” and “Chicago Med.”

Tickets to these events are rea-
sonably priced and available online 
through their website. If you’re in-
terested in becoming a member, they 
provide various membership levels 
for individuals, patrons, industry 
professionals and corporations, start-

ing at $75/year. Aside from free ad-
mission, the perks of membership 
are discounted tickets, advance tick-
eting, screenings, and more. There’s 
also discounts for seniors, students, 
and teachers. If you’re a student or 
researcher who works at an educa-
tional organization, the Center also 
has a Scholar’s Room available for a 
certain fee.

With all there is to explore, The 
Paley Center’s motto -- “Leading 
Today’s Media Conversation – is on 
point. TV fans enjoy! 

The Paley Center is open 
Wednesday through Sunday from 12 
p.m. to 5 p.m. Call 310-786-1000 or 
visit www.paleycenter.org for more 
information.

SEE YOUR FAVORITE TELEVISION STARS IN PERSON IN THE JOHN H. MITCHELL THEATER.  
                                                    PHOTO COURTESY THE PALEY CENTER
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