


Pond Management  
Val Halla has two main ponds on the property. The largest pond, located on the 11th hole, has 
continuous flow in and out and naturally stays weed free. The smaller of the two ponds, 
located on the 9th hole, only has moving water immediately following a rain event and remains 
stagnant otherwise. Still water promotes signi ficantly more aquatic weeds and algae, which 
can be detrimental to water quality. Aquatic weeds containing chlorophyll, through 
photosynthesis will release oxygen during the daytime. However, at night when photosynthesis 
slows to almost nothing, algae and aquatic plants can pull oxygen directly from the water. This 
causes dissolved oxygen levels to drop to less than desirable levels; levels that canÕt sustain 
fish and other aquatic creatures. To o ff set this situation, an aerating fountain was installed. The 
fountain runs 24/7 in the growing season and keeps the surface water moving enough to 
dissuade aquatic plant and algae growth without the use of aquatic herbicides. "

Buff ers & Shoreline Management  "
All water bodies on he golf course are surrounded by vegetative, Òno-mowÓ buff ers. These 
areas are maintained once or twice year but otherwise, are kept at a much higher height than 
other maintained turfgrass. These buff ers act as one more filter for run off  and also aid in 
shoreline stabilization. By keeping heavy, riding mowers away from these areas and allowing 
shoreline plants to establish, we prevent the banks from eroding into he Waterbodies. "


