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FOOD FOR ALL

Have you ever really struggled to do something, and found out you were going about it the wrong way the whole time? Should have
read the instructions, right? Or pushed on a door to open it, only to find out you just had to pull. It makes us feel remarkably
unintelligent. Didn't notice the sign, right? Or have you ever been somewhere that wasn't familiar? Whether walking in the woods,
hiking in the mountains, navigating in a big city, or out driving in the countryside- going and going, only to find out it was the wrong way
the whole time? ...realizing you were even further from your destination than when you started. Should have just looked at a map,
right? Hmmm... even though we can see, we sometimes choose not to. Sometimes, we choose to ignore what the light has or can
reveal. Sometimes, we are sort of... blind.

Last message we talked about two men who were temporarily blinded. One couldn't see straight until a blinding light corrected what he
knew, and the other was blinded by a physical darkness so those he tried to guide realized he never truly could see, because he didn't
accept the Truth. Now, I'm going to talk about a man who received an opportunity, took it, and never lost sight of it. Have you heard of a
man named Elisha, one of the great prophets in ancient Israel? He began his ministry right after he saw his master, Elijah, taken up to
heaven in a fiery chariot. One of his stories takes place in 2 Kings 6:8-23. Here's the English Standard Version (ESV):

Once when the king of Syria was warring against Israel, he took counsel with his servants, saying, “At such and such a place shall be
my camp.” But the man of God sent word to the king of Israel, “Beware that you do not pass this place, for the Syrians are going down
there.” And the king of Israel sent to the place about which the man of God told him. Thus he used to warn him, so that he saved
himself there more than once or twice. And the mind of the king of Syria was greatly troubled because of this thing, and he called his
servants and said to them, “Will you not show me who of us is for the king of Israel?” And one of his servants said, “None, my Lord, O
king; but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom.” And he said, “Go and
see where he is, that | may send and seize him.” It was told him, “Behold, he is in Dothan.” So he sent there horses and chariots and a
great army, and they came by night and surrounded the city. When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went
out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was all around the city. And the servant said, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” He
said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” Then Elisha prayed and said, “O Lord,
please open his eyes that he may see.” So the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full
of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. And when the Syrians came down against him, Elisha prayed to the Lord and said,
“Please strike this people with blindness.” So he struck them with blindness in accordance with the prayer of Elisha. And Elisha said to
them, “This is not the way, and this is not the city. Follow me, and | will bring you to the man whom you seek.” And he led them to
Samaria. As soon as they entered Samaria, Elisha said, “O Lord, open the eyes of these men, that they may see.” So the Lord opened
their eyes and they saw, and behold, they were in the midst of Samaria. As soon as the king of Israel saw them, he said to Elisha, “My
father, shall | strike them down? Shall | strike them down?” He answered, “You shall not strike them down. Would you strike down
those whom you have taken captive with your sword and with your bow? Set bread and water before them, that they may eat and drink
and go to their master.” So he prepared for them a great feast, and when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they went
to their master. And the Syrians did not come again on raids into the land of Israel.

Absolutely incredible! One man saved two nations and brought peace without one arrow shot or one person dying. Or, was it God who
had complete access to one man? A man who: was obedient, knew who he was, knew Who was with him, could see things for what
they were, and was willing to help others see the Truth. Even though we don't really know for certain if Elisha saw the army of fiery
chariots that day, it is certain he knew they were there and he had seen them before. Think about the light Elisha lived with in his life;
he was able to help others see clearly. He helped his servant see God's provision and protection. He led an entire hostile army by
himself straight to what they were really after, but weren't prepared for. | love the way the Complete Jewish Bible says it, "..Elisha told
them, 'You've lost your way, and this isn't even the right city. Follow me, and I'll take you to the man you're looking for."" And, Elisha
showed two kings that they can live in peace, if they could be content with what they have and treat each other with respect. How many
eyes were really opened in this story? Thousands of lives were saved. Hatred was neutralized. War was ceased. The supernatural
revealed. It all was possible because Elisha knew God's presence and was willing to be used.

If just a few were willing to be used like him, the world would change for the better. Could we be some of the few? Can we recognize
God's presence? Can we see His Light? Can we hear His voice? Can we read the signs or His instructions? Can we read His map? It's
all possible through Jesus...just ask Him about it. He's waiting.

Have a blessed week of looking, listening, recognizing, and knowing His presence. It's simpler than you might think.
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FOOD FOR ALL
¢Alguna vez te ha costado mucho hacer algo y te has dado cuenta de que lo estabas haciendo mal todo el tiempo? Deberia haber
leido las instrucciones, ¢ verdad? O empujé una puerta para abrirla, solo para descubrir que solo tenia que tirar. Nos hace sentir
notablemente poco inteligentes. No se dio cuenta del letrero, ¢ verdad? ;O has estado alguna vez en un lugar que no era familiar? Ya
sea caminando por el bosque, una excursion por las montafias, navegando en una gran ciudad o conduciendo por el campo, yendo y
yendo solo para descubrir que fue por el camino equivocado todo el tiempo... darte cuenta de que estabas ain mas lejos de tu destino
que cuando empezaste. Deberia haber mirado un mapa, ¢ verdad? Hmmm... aunque podemos ver, a veces elegimos no hacerlo. A
veces, elegimos ignorar lo que la luz tiene o puede revelar. A veces, somos un poco... Ciegos.

En el tltimo mensaje hablamos de dos hombres que quedaron temporalmente ciegos. Uno no podia ver con claridad hasta que una
luz cegadora corrigio lo que sabia, y el otro estaba cegado por una oscuridad fisica, pues aquellos a los que trataba de guiar se dieron
cuenta de que nunca podia ver realmente, porque no aceptaba la Verdad. Ahora, voy a hablar de un hombre que recibi6 una
oportunidad, la aprovech6 y nunca la perdio de vista. ;Has oido hablar de un hombre llamado Eliseo, uno de los grandes profetas del
antiguo Israel? Comenzd su ministerio justo después de ver a su amo, Elias, llevado al cielo en un carro de fuego. Una de sus
historias tiene lugar en 2 Reyes 6:8-23. Aqui esta la nueva versién internacional (NVI):

El rey de Siria, que estaba en guerra con Israel, deliber6 con sus ministros y les dijo: «VVamos a acampar en tal lugar». Pero el hombre
de Dios le envi6 este mensaje al rey de Israel: «Procura no pasar por este sitio, pues los sirios te han tendido alli una emboscada».
Asi que el rey de Israel envio a reconocer el lugar que el hombre de Dios le habia indicado. Y en varias otras ocasiones Eliseo le avisé
al rey, de modo que este tomd precauciones. El rey de Siria, enfurecido por lo que estaba pasando, llamé a sus ministros y les
reclamé: —; Quieren decirme quién esta informando al rey de Israel? —Nadie, mi sefior y rey —respondié uno de ellos—. El
responsable es Eliseo, el profeta que esta en Israel. Es él quien le comunica todo al rey de Israel, aun lo que Su Majestad dice en su
alcoba. —Pues entonces averiglien dénde esta —ordeno el rey—, para que mande a capturarlo. Cuando le informaron que Eliseo
estaba en Dotan, el rey envi6 alld un destacamento grande, con caballos y carros de combate. Llegaron de noche y cercaron la
ciudad. Por la mafiana, cuando el criado del hombre de Dios se levantd para salir, vio que un ejército con caballos y carros de
combate rodeaba la ciudad. —jAy, mi sefiorl —exclamé el criado—. ;Qué vamos a hacer? —No tengas miedo —respondié Eliseo—.
Los que estan con nosotros son mas que ellos. Entonces Eliseo oro: «Sefior, abrele a Guiezi los ojos para que vear. El Sefior asi lo
hizo, y el criado vio que la colina estaba llena de caballos y de carros de fuego alrededor de Eliseo. Como ya los sirios se acercaban a
él, Eliseo volvi a orar: «Sefior, castiga a esta gente con cegueray. Y él hizo lo que le pidi6 Eliseo. Luego Eliseo les dijo: «Esta no es
la ciudad adonde iban; han tomado un camino equivocado. Siganme, que yo los llevaré adonde esta el hombre que buscan». Pero los
llevd a Samaria. Después de entrar en la ciudad, Eliseo dijo: «Sefior, abreles los 0jos, para que vean». El Sefior asi lo hizo, y ellos se
dieron cuenta de que estaban dentro de Samaria. Cuando el rey de Israel los vio, le pregunté a Eliseo: —;Los mato, mi sefior? ;Los
mato? —No, no los mates —contestd Eliseo—. ;Acaso los has capturado con tu espada y tu arco, para que los mates? Mejor sirveles
comida y agua para que coman y beban, y que luego vuelvan a su rey. Asi que el rey de Israel les dio un tremendo banquete. Cuando
terminaron de comer, los despidio, y ellos regresaron a su rey. Y las bandas de sirios no volvieron a invadir el territorio israelita.

jAbsolutamente increible! Un hombre salvé a dos naciones y trajo la paz sin que un solo disparo de flecha o una sola persona muriera.
¢ O fue Dios quien tuvo acceso completo a un hombre? Un hombre que: era obediente, sabia quién era, sabia Quién estaba con él,
podia ver las cosas por lo que eran y estaba dispuesto a ayudar a otros a ver la Verdad. Aunque no sabemos con certeza si Eliseo vio
el ejército de carros de fuego ese dia, es seguro que sabia que estaban alli y los habia visto antes. Piensa en la luz con la que vivia
Eliseo en su vida; fue capaz de ayudar a otros a ver con claridad. Ayudo a su siervo a ver la provisidn y proteccidn de Dios. Lider6 solo
a todo un ejército hostil directamente a lo que realmente buscaban, pero para lo que no estaban preparados. Me encanta la forma en
que la Biblia judia completa dice: «... Eliseo les dijo: -Han perdido su camino, y esta ni siquiera es la ciudad correcta. Siganme y los
llevaré al hombre que ustedes estan buscando.-» Y, Eliseo mostré a dos reyes que pueden vivir en paz, si pudieran estar contentos
con lo que tienen y tratarse con respeto. ¢ Cuantos ojos se abrieron realmente en esta historia? Miles de vidas fueron salvadas. El odio
fue neutralizado. Se ceso6 la guerra. Lo sobrenatural revelado. Todo fue posible porque Eliseo conocia la presencia de Dios y estaba
dispuesto a ser usado.

Si solo unos pocos estuvieran dispuestos a ser usados como él, el mundo cambiaria para el mejor.  Podriamos ser algunos de los
pocos?  Podemos reconocer la presencia de Dios? Podemos ver Su Luz? ; Podemos escuchar Su voz? ;Podemos leer los
letreros/sefiales o Sus instrucciones? ;Podemos leer Sumapa? Todo es posible a través de Jess... solo preguntale al respecto. El
esta esperando

Que tengas una semana bendecida de mirar, escuchar, reconocer y conocer Su presencia. Es mas simple de lo que piensas.
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