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Letter from t he

My fellow members,

The COVID crisis has challenged every community in ways we never thought
possible, but the Tamaqua area quickly reimagined a new and different
world. I am humbled by our members and their ability to find new and crea-
tive ways to reach customers, support one another during difficult times, and
to even open new businesses, all during a pandemic. The chamber is proud
to serve this outstanding group.

The addition of Aimee Dotson as our new Office and Outreach Assistant was
another positive light and her successful transition allowed us to share an

ongoing flow of critical and timely information, updates, and available sup-

port services. Aimee has been a welcome addition to the team and continues

to maintain strong relationships with our members. Along with the help of

Tamagqua Borough's Director of Community Development Ann Marie Calabre-

se, they have created a public - private support system and re -invented and
rejuvenated our social medial platforms.

The move of the chamber office into Tamaqua's Municipal Building marked

another success story and we are grateful to borough council for providing

the lower -level office space and central location. This move guarantees new
collaborations and instant welcomes to potential members while simultane-

ously saving the chamber money. This is an amazing win -win for the cham-
ber and its membership.

Other inspiration came from a fresh wave a patriotism that blanketed the
town. The Hometown Heroes banners were updated, and | hope you have
enjoyed them and the tribute behind the women and men they honor as
much as | have. We remain grateful to the sponsors and their families.

If you havendét already, pl e a-sewslatter gtn chup- f o
, and dondét forget to I|like us on

events with our followers. Together, we represent a group of community

business | eaders who are proud of Tamaquap

ethic and have much to share.

Thank you for supporting the Tamaqua Area Chamber of Commerce and
know that we applaud your resiliency now and in the future. You are true
community leaders and | hope you join me in welcoming and encouraging
new members to help us build the business community in Tamaqua and its
surrounding region. On behalf of the board of directors, we are grateful for
your partnership.

Very Sincerely,

Jennifer Drake President, Executive Board of Directors
Tamaqua Chamber of Commerce
Independent Living Services/United Disabilities Services

our
Face
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Congratulations to the 2020
Joseph M Plasko Citizenship

Award Winner
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Congratulations to the 2020
Business Person of the year
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The 2020 Business of t he
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Reading & Northern Railroad supports
Tamaqua with platform project
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Reading & Northern Railroad
CEO, Andy Muller and wife,
Carol Muller, receive a Welcome
Basket from the Tamaqua
Borough.

Senator David Argall, Tamaqua
Borough Council President David
Mace, Reading & Northern Railroad
CEO Andy Muller, Jr, and Tamaqua
Borough Council member Mary
Linkevich pose at the historic
Tamaqua train station in front of the

new platform rendering




In February 2020, the Reading & Northern Railroad made an agreement with Tamaqua
Borough to bring back passenger trains by building a new and extended platform. The
borough originally agreed to provide $36,000 toward construction, but later, Andy Muller
Jr., owner/CEO of the Reading and Northern announced that the first payment of $20,000
would serve as payment in full. Muller and his team went on to complete construction
during summer months, adding decorative finishes including Victorian -style lights, bench
seating, and decorative fencing.

Muller further committed to borough council a donation of $10,000 per year over the
next two years ($20,000 total) for the charities of their choice. During the corona virus
shut -down, Muller opted to contribute the first donation during the stay -at-home order
and the second several weeks later. The Tamaqua Borough Council worked quickly to
all ocate funds to Tamaquabds first responders: ezc¢
the ambulance association, rescue squad and fire police.

Meanwhile, the platform is complete, provides an attractive and safe area for walking,
and has allowed for a Tamaqua stop to pick up f
Dineo excursions that bring customers from R




R ,2dzKBNBAAKNI Af NP2 Rdz4d ¥ 4 ¥SINK OLIR 6 SNJ 6| &
re2yYS wlAfNRBIRLEYRFE2OK! NESNBINTHNY 2wy HOCSH | )
R Al 2LISYSR Ay wmyoml SnﬁﬂzﬁéyymKsKszl{oK B
Ayizys | RA&AGFIYOS 2F | o62dz2i wn YAfSao l
&SR AYWR YIETIYWR AaSNBAOBGAYAaAC] YERRAA KSY
2NIK ! YSNRAROI o




