
Linear Assessment Grids 

Changing children’s worlds; inspiring, exploring, learning



Linear Assessment at Brackenfield 
• Brackenfield School provides education for children with cognition 

and learning difficulties

• After the statutory reporting of P Scales ceased to exist Brackenfield 
recognised the need for an assessment system that could be easily 
understood by both staff within the school, parents and external 
parties

• Brackenfield also recognised that there was a need for a common 
language so that conversations across settings could happen easily   

• Due to slower rate of linear progress that children with LD often make 
it was also necessary to be able to track small steps of progress and to 
easily identify gaps in knowledge and understanding 



Brackenfield Levels
• Brackenfield Levels are based on age equivalences. The assessment system 

has been based on the EYFS age bandings and the end of year and end of 
key stage expectations from the National Curriculum. 

• In order to set the content of the levels we used the EYFS framework for B1 
to B15. Post level B15 used the National Curriculum end of year 
expectations. 

• The 4 Lifeskill Areas are based on the Preparation for Adulthood guidelines. 
The lifeskill subjects specifically focus on teaching the functional skills that 
our pupils will require in later life. For some, this means equipping them 
with the skills to make simple but nutritious meals or to maintain good 
hygiene; for others it might mean creating a CV or catching a bus 
independently.

• Each level is the approximate equivalent of 4 months development in a 
neuro-typical child. Brackenfield Levels currently ranges from B1 to B33; so 
4 months old to 11 years age equivalency. 



Linear Assessment at Brackenfield 
In order to systematically and objectively assess linear progress we use Brackenfield 
Levels in the following areas:

• Literacy – Reading

• Literacy – Writing

• Numeracy

• Communication and Language

• Expressive Art and Design

• Physical Development and PE

• Good Health (Lifeskill)

• Independent Living (Lifeskill)

• Community Participation (Lifeskill)

• Employment (Lifeskill)







Assessment Grids
Our assessment grids allow the small steps of linear progress to be 
recorded over time



Each assessment grid is 
colour coded so it is easily 
identifiable where the 
content has come from



Areas for development are 
easily identified and 
progression can be clearly 
seen



The system also gives a snapshot 
view of all levels so the spiky profile; 
areas of relative strengths and needs; 
is easily apparent



Bespoke Systems 
• The grid in this example is bespoke to Brackenfield

• We operate 4 Monitoring Evaluation and Review (MER) Windows in a 
school year so our system is divided into 4

• If you’re school runs a different assessment cycle we can adapt the 
grids to suit the needs of your school 

• We can also change the content to be suitable for your school

For more information please contact 
cpd@brackenfield.derbyshire.sch.uk



Assessment at Brackenfield 
• Linear Assessment is not the only measure of progress

• Brackenfield School measure progress in many ways in order to 
provide a contextualized and well rounded picture of a child’s 
progress and areas of strength and need. 

• We recognise that some of our students, due to their complex needs, 
may never developmentally acquire certain skills; i.e. they may not 
progress in a linear manner; therefore we also assess progress 
laterally. Lateral Progress is concerned with the refinement and 
strengthening of skills over time (Sissons, 2018). 

• If you would like more information about our whole assessment 
system (linear and lateral) fit together please contact us at 
cpd@brackenfield.derbyshire.sch.uk



“teaching learning and teaching 
how to overcome the barriers to 

learning”


