
B Level Assessment Grids 

Changing children’s worlds; inspiring, exploring, learning



Assessment at 
Brackenfield 

Brackenfield School provides education for children with cognition 
and learning difficulties

After the statutory reporting of P Scales stopped, Brackenfield 
recognised the need for an assessment system that could be easily 
understood by both staff within the school, parents and external 
parties

Brackenfield also recognised that there was a need for a common 
language so that conversations across settings could happen easily   

Due to the slower rate of progress children with LD often make, it 
was also necessary to be able to track small steps of progress and to 
easily identify gaps in knowledge and understanding 



Brackenfield 
Levels

Brackenfield Levels are based on age equivalences. 
The assessment system has been based on the EYFS 
age bandings and the end of year and end of key 
stage expectations from the National Curriculum. 

In order to set the content of the levels we used the 
EYFS framework for B1 to B15. Post level B15 used 
the National Curriculum end of year expectations. 

Each level is the approximate equivalent of 4 
months development in a neuro-typical child. 
Brackenfield Levels currently ranges from B1 to B33; 
so 4 months old to 11 years age equivalency. 



Development Matters 2020
• Content has been updated to reflect the changes made to 

the EYFS Development Matters and the Early Learning Goals

• The grids represent both age bandings (for example Birth to 
3 Years and 0-11 months)

• This is because it was though that Birth – 3 Years 
represented far too bigger range for staff working with 
pupils with SEND. 

• Required the granular level of detail that the previous 
framework provided so additional content from the Sept 
2020 Development Matters has been added in where 
appropriate. 



Standardised 
Equivalents 

to B levels



Each assessment grid is 
colour coded so it is 
easily identifiable where 
the content has come 
from. In the case of 
Science, it has a key. 



Areas for development are 
easily identified and 
progression can be clearly 
seen



The system also gives a snapshot 
view of all levels so the spiky profile; 
areas of relative strengths and needs; 
is easily apparent



This must be a standardised 
approach by all staff members to 
ensure there is consistency in 
longevity of assessment. 

Make sure you moderate the 
judgments. 

To use in the next academic year –
just change the year in these boxes. 

It will change the dates on all other 
sheets.



Staff make a judgement against each criteria

The initial judgement should be inputted in the 
baseline column 

This will autofill all the adjacent columns. When 
the judgement changes (in this case Autumn 2023-
2024) change the input amount, and this will 
autofill all the other columns with the new RAG. 

These grids are best used live – as in the RAG 
should change when the child makes progress

You can made notes/ comments on progress under 
each level 

At the end of each data window the levels can be 
recorded using the Level at Data Drop tab 
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Assessing Progress over Time
• The primary function of assessment grids is to identify 

the areas of development for a child, or the gaps in 
their knowledge and understanding

• These are not a scheme of work and shouldn’t be 
treated as such

• They can help to identify next steps in learning but with 
any child staff must consider what the priority learning 
area is

• At Brackenfield we say that the earliest 100% is the 
level achieved. In this example we would say the child is 
at B18 even though they have also got 100% on B20. 

• This is because whatever is in in B19 might be a vital 
piece of knowledge for the child to know in order to 
build for later knowledge. 

• It is up to you as school to decide what is best for you



Assessment Grids Over Time
Assessment grids allow the small steps of linear progress to be 
recorded over time. You can see the pupil over time has gone from 0% 
of B21 to 60% of B21.



Progress over Time in each Subject
By clicking on the “subject name” level sheet you can see the small 
progressions in that subject.



IMPORTANT INFORMATION

• Assessment items do not always identify those things that we want 
to teach a pupil next

• Some pupils, due to their complex needs, may never developmentally 
acquire certain skills; i.e., they may not progress in a linear manner

• Or it may not be in the pupil’s best interest to teach the next skill

• At Brackenfield SEND School we use the B Levels to inform us of the 
level that a pupil can access the information and use this to inform 
their personalised curriculums. 



Using B Levels to Inform Curricula

At Brackenfield SEND School we have no pupils that are suited to a completely formal approach. 

However, if pupils are at the developmental level that formal input would be effective to develop skills, then 
this is part of their curriculum offer. 

For example: before pupils can write, they need to learn to use spoken language to communicate (the 
beginnings of this are B5). Later they learn to write down the words they can say. 

Early mark-making is not the same as writing. It is a sensory and physical experience for young children, which 
they do not yet connect to forming symbols which can communicate meaning. Therefore, until a child can 
ascribe meaning to the marks that they make (B8) they will not be able to access formal approaches to 
teaching writing. 



Personalised Curricula at Brackenfield

• At Brackenfield SEND School we provide a personalised curriculum for 
each pupil 

• Their personalised curriculum is focused on the refinement and 
strengthening of skills over time and is personalised for each child 
through the setting of effective Personalised Learning Intentions (PLIs)

• We are happy to discuss our personalised curricula with you and how 
we assess progress through this – please email 
emsth@brackenfield.derbyshire.sch.uk

mailto:emsth@brackenfield.derbyshire.sch.uk


“teaching learning and teaching 
how to overcome the barriers to 

learning”


