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“EVERY GREAT DREAM BEGINS WITH A 
DREAMER. ALWAYS REMEMBER, YOU HAVE 
WITHIN YOU THE STRENGTH, THE PATIENCE AND 
THE PASSION TO REACH FOR THE STARS TO 
CHANGE THE WORLD.” HARRIET TUBMAN

For more than 130 years, GFWC members have raised awareness of 

advocacy efforts. GFWC members’ advocacy efforts are practical, not 
political. GFWC members worked to pass laws affecting highway safety, 
juvenile justice, women’s suffrage, the rights of the disabled, equal pay 
for women, and increased resources for victims of domestic violence, 

resolutions and advocacy, which make a difference.

Committee is guided by our theme, Raise Our United Voices. The goals 
of the Legislation/Public Policy Committee during this Administration 
include:

• Increasing advocacy through the Legislative Action Center.
• Educating members about GFWC’s legislative priorities.
• Promoting Legislative Advocacy as the natural extension of our 

members’ volunteer work for each of the Special Programs and all 
the Community Service Programs.

• Building relationships with the local, state, regional, and national 
decision-makers.

• Establishing the GFWC name as a brand that lawmakers and the 

•
GFWC and its legislative priorities.
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CLUB CONNECTION INITIATIVE:
LEGISLATIVE LADDER

ACTION PLAN:

Library. Steps do not need to be completed sequentially. Individual steps may be reported only once 
each reporting year but may be engaged in multiple times during the club year. The point values 

clubs reporting activities with point values totaling 35 points or more. Individual club recognition will 
take place during the 2025 and 2026 GFWC Annual Conventions.
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FEATURED PROJECTS

GFWC Sylvania Junior Woman’s Club (GA) held a political 

having a booth with information about themselves and issues of 
importance. The party was open to the public and was held on 
the courthouse lawn with food trucks selling refreshments.

GFWC of Holden Beach (NC) members, in preparation for 
the mid-term election season, had a GFWC North Carolina 

were encouraged to take it. The answers were distributed 
and reviewed at the November meeting and published in the 
newsletter.

INFORMATION BOOTH

GFWC of Pewaukee (WI) formed a Legislation Task Force to 
focus on safety related issues in their community. The task 

LEGISLATION TASK FORCEGFWC NORTH CAROLINA 
DEMOCRACY QUIZ

The club members of GFWC Naperville Woman’s Club (IL) wrote 

schools, encouraging them to vote. The club was provided lists 

could assemble for the teachers to distribute. The club worked 
with the League of Women Voters on this project.

BIRTHDAY CARDS
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During the 2024-2026 Administration, the Executive Committee will work with the Legislation/Public 
Policy Committee to identify federal legislative priorities for each of the Community Service Programs 
areas and Special Programs - Domestic and Sexual Violence Awareness and Prevention and Advocates 
for Children. These will be announced on a calendar year basis to coincide with the Congressional 
sessions and will be available on the GFWC website. The GFWC Legislative Action Center will be 

Congress. It is critical that GFWC members respond to these requests for action. Just being a member 
on paper is not enough, you must advocate.

MAKING GFWC’S PRESENCE KNOWN: THE 2024-2026 LEGISLATIVE FOCUS  

THE GFWC LEGISLATIVE ACTION CENTER:  A DIRECT LINK TO CONGRESS 

supporting. These updates let members know when to contact their national legislators about a bill. 
The Alert will include information about the issue and a prepared message directly related to a GFWC 

member’s respective Congressional leaders. 

The GFWC Legislative Action Center is now available for use by individual state federations. State 
federations may now contact their membership through GFWC to request they reach out to their 

and procedures must be followed:

• States may request that GFWC send state alerts in the following areas:
• GFWC Signature Program: Domestic and Sexual Violence Awareness and Prevention
• Juniors’ Special Program: Advocates for Children
•

Education and Libraries, Environment, and Health and Wellness
• Issues must be germane to GFWC Resolutions.
• The State President must submit required material to the GFWC Programs Department and 

GFWC Legislation/Public Policy Chairman as soon as possible, but no later than ten business 
days from the date the alert is scheduled to be sent.

• All LAC state alert requests are subject to approval by the GFWC Programs Department, GFWC 
Legislation/Public Policy Chairman, GFWC Second Vice President, and the GFWC International 
President.

action.

REGISTERING FOR THE LEGISLATIVE ACTION CENTER (LAC) IS EASY
You can sign up for the LAC by going to the GFWC website (GFWC.org

https://www.
votervoice.net/GFWC/home) 

and local community. 
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ACTION PLAN: Make signing up for the LAC a club meeting event. Bring a computer to your club 
meeting to enroll members. Invite a representative from GFWC or your State Federation to answer 

would like to see taken on a bill. After reviewing the provided language, members can inform their 

ADVOCATING AT THE LEGISLATIVE LEVEL

Effective advocacy at the legislative level requires that our members engage decision-makers and learn 
that there is an opportunity to advocate at every stage of that process. The Legislation/Public Policy 
Committee wants you to understand your role in the legislative process and how every club member 
can make an impact.

THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS: ENGAGING WITH DECISION MAKERS

legislation is by encouraging her senators or representatives to sponsor or co-sponsor a bill. After a 
bill is introduced, it is assigned to a committee. GFWC members can express their opinions to their 
legislators serving on the committee. The committee process represents one of the best opportunities 
for GFWC members to express their opinions. If a bill is scheduled for vote, GFWC members are 
encouraged to contact their congressmen to advocate for passage or defeat of the bill. The LAC 

attention.

EFFECTIVE LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY
To be an effective advocate, GFWC members need to build relationships with the decision-makers 
who impact their lives. This requires members to contact their legislators. Contact occurs in three ways: 
personal meetings, emailed correspondence, and telephone calls. Here are some suggestions to help 

MEET WITH YOUR LEGISLATOR
• Schedule an appointment in advance.
•

• Assume that neither the legislator nor the legislator’s staff has any detailed understanding of 
the issue at hand or any knowledge about GFWC.

• Be prepared with a short, direct, and fact-based statement of the issue in question and the 

constituents.
•

following: a succinct, one-page fact sheet; in-depth materials (for legislative aides who may 
want more information); information on GFWC and your State Federation or local club; your 
name and contact information. Place all of these items in a single folder and, if possible, 

Marketplace. 
• Be sympathetic to the time demands made on legislators and their staff.
• Remain fact-based and focused on the action you want the legislator to take. Do not argue with 

the legislator or staff member. Always remember that advocacy is about educating so action 
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• Follow-up after the meeting with a thank-you email and to see if there are any questions or any 
requests for additional information.

•
open by touching base periodically with new information on the issue you met about or on 
other issues. Build that relationship.

EMAIL YOUR LEGISLATOR 
• The best way to communicate in writing with your Congressional representatives is by email. 

Due to security concerns, mailed correspondence can be delayed for weeks. Email is a more 
effective and timely means of communication. 

•
management of email. Generally, if a member has a public email address, it can be found on 

the member’s website.
•

wants to determine is if you live in his or her district.
• Address your legislator as The Honorable, Senator, Representative, or Congressman/

Congresswoman in the greeting. Insert the GFWC emblem on your correspondence. 
•
•

in question directly affects you, your family, and/or your community.
• Keep the correspondence succinct and direct. Include as many relevant facts as possible, citing 

sources for those facts, if available. Keep it as short as possible while still getting your point 
across.

• Address no more than one issue in your correspondence.

CALL YOUR LEGISLATOR’S OFFICE 
• Phone calls are an excellent advocacy tool when an immediate vote is scheduled to take place 

on a bill of interest.
• Keep in mind you will typically speak with a member of the legislator’s staff. Ask that your 

position be transmitted to your senator or representative and request a written response from 

•
•
• Keep your call short and focused. Remain fact-based and do not engage in debate or 

argument.
•

abusive activity.

INVITE YOUR LEGISLATOR TO SPEAK 
• Every GFWC club, State Federation, and Region needs speakers for events. Your local, state, 

and national legislative representatives (or their local staff members) are free speakers. 
• Invite them to update your members on important local issues or areas of concern they are 

passionate about.
• Ask a legislator to present a keynote speech at your event.  Remind your guest that the 
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ADVOCACY AND ISSUE AWARENESS: PROCLAMATIONS   

and local clubs can help raise awareness by asking their state or local governments for a proclamation 

Sample proclamations may be found in the Legislative Toolkit. 

Your chances of receiving a proclamation are greatly enhanced if you present a draft of the 
proclamation. When drafting a proclamation, follow these guidelines:

•

• Following the factual statements, you should have one or more sentences that present the 

•
may request proclamations from more than one entity (e.g., you could ask for a proclamation 
from your state, your county, and your city). 

• For each proclamation ask that the entity apply the state/county/city seal to mark your 

• Promote the fact that the proclamation was issued with a photo on your website and on social 
media. Send a copy of the photo with a thank you letter to the issuing dignitary, with the 
request that the photo is shared on their website/newsletter.

• Share the proclamations with GFWC’s Legislation/Public Policy Committee Chairman so GFWC 
can share in your success.

legislator may not solicit campaign contributions or ask for your members’ vote in the 
upcoming election.

• Always remember to be respectful. You may not agree with everything the legislator 

disrespectful. 
•

foot in the door to develop a productive relationship.



LEGISLATION/PUBLIC POLICY
2024–2026 GFWC CLUB MANUAL

copyright © 2024 General Federation of Women’s Clubs
www.GFWC.org 165

CLUB LEVEL ADVOCACY - EDUCATE, ENGAGE, EMPOWER
Individual GFWC clubs can educate members to enable advocacy and empower them to be effective 

process.

EDUCATE MEMBERS ABOUT GFWC’S ADVOCACY EFFORTS
• Appoint a club Legislation/Public Policy Chairman or designate a member to be responsible 

for reporting to the club on GFWC’s advocacy efforts and resolutions.
• Give a club presentation on the GFWC Legislative Action Center. Have one or more members 

bring their computer to the meeting and help club members sign up for this advocacy tool.
• Educate members on the GFWC Resolutions by reading one at every club meeting and asking 

members why it is important in your community.
• Include a short article about a GFWC Resolution in every club newsletter. Do not just reprint 

them, talk about what it asks from members and why.
• Give a presentation on the Legislative Priorities for the 2024-2026 Administration.
• Reprint information from GFWC in your club newsletter or forward it to members via email.
• Invite a Legislation/Public Policy Chairman or committee member from the National, State, or 

District level to speak about GFWC’s impressive history of advocacy and its current advocacy 
efforts. 

• Provide club members with information about the Woman’s History and Resource Center and 
the history of GFWC, which can be obtained from the GFWC website or purchased through 
the GFWC Marketplace.

EDUCATE MEMBERS ON THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS AND HOW TO ADVOCATE
• Present a club program on how a bill becomes a law. Consider playing the video “I’m Just a 

the legislative process. 
• Encourage club members to contact their senators and representatives via email, the LAC, or 

phone calls. Provide them with the tips for communicating with their legislators found in the 
Club Manual.

•
• Bring paper, envelopes, and stamps to a club meeting and have members write to their 

senators/representative urging passage of a bill or write to the senator or representative 
chairing the committee to which the bill was sent urging it be voted out of the committee. It 
is helpful to have sample language previously drafted. Do not forget to include the GFWC 
emblem in your correspondence.

• Write to the senator or representative chairing the committee to which the bill was sent urging 
it be voted out of the committee. Do not forget to include the GFWC emblem in your email. If 

can be found on the legislator’s website.
• Present a program to teach members about the various levels of government (city, county, 

state, and national) where they can use their advocacy skills.
•

addresses often change.
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BUILDING GFWC RECOGNITION:  USE THE GFWC EMBLEM 

ENGAGE MEMBERS ON THE ISSUES
•

discuss the issue. Make this an open meeting, where you invite the public to attend.
• Become familiar with women’s caucuses at both the state and national levels. Determine what 

issues they are focused on and if those issues also interest your club.
• Develop information for your members and the community on the effect of budget cuts on 

• Ask members to share information on public policy issues that are of interest and/or concern to 
them. Email these articles to other members or provide them with copies at the club meeting. 
Use these articles to foster discussion and debate on public policy issues.

EMPOWER MEMBERS TO TAKE ACTION
•

GFWC’s top legislative priorities. 
• If there is an issue before a legislative body that you want to advocate for or against, hold a 

letter-writing (email) campaign in your club.
• Hold a legislative day for your club, visiting your state legislature or local council meeting 

to advocate for an issue or piece of legislation that is important to you and your community. 
Consider partnering with other groups. For instance, if the issue is domestic violence, consider 
partnering with a state or local advocacy group whose sole focus is domestic violence 
awareness and prevention.

• Sponsor a voter education night in your community to inform voters.
•

( ) for information, resources, and handouts.
• Ask a GFWC member who works as a public servant to share how her membership 

encouraged her to seek her current position and/or enhance her skills.

GFWC’s advocacy efforts raise awareness of 

encourages members to use the GFWC emblem 
on all communications, promotional materials, and 
advocacy efforts. 

GFWC members impact our nation and communities 

another who tells another is like compound interest 

grow into waves that cannot be ignored! Members 
can share to their social media accounts and to the 
social media accounts of legislators when they “take 

• The GFWC emblem can be downloaded 
from the GFWC website via the Member 
Portal.

Primary GFWC Emblem

Vertical GFWC Emblem
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ADVOCACY DO’S AND DON’TS
GUESS WHAT?  

A §501(C)(3) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION CAN ENGAGE IN ADVOCACY AND IT IS OK WITH THE 

IRS!
Some members are under the impression that because GFWC (or their State Federation or local 
club) holds Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 501(c)(3) status, its members cannot advocate or lobby. 
IRS guidelines do not ban advocacy activities. Rather, the IRS rules limit the types and amount of 

raise awareness of an issue or to lobby for or against a piece of legislation. Lobbying may not be 

Advocacy by GFWC members is important, and GFWC encourages it! 

within these guidelines:

DO
•

• Contact your national, state, and local 

or via email.
• Participate in voter registration drives.
• Hold nonpartisan forums to educate the 

• Sponsor candidate forums, ensuring that 
all candidates receive a formal invitation 
to participate.

• Give only facts when referring to or 

incumbent.
• Educate candidates on GFWC’s 

resolutions and legislative priorities.
• Use the GFWC emblem when advocating 

on a GFWC-endorsed issue.

DON’T
•

or political party.
• Use club funds, facilities, in-kind 

donations, publications, or events to 

party.
• Ask candidates to sign a pledge on any 

issue. 
•

candidate.
•

GFWC Resolution.

register a minority opinion with GFWC. If a State Federation takes legislative action on 

represent that of GFWC.

NOTE
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AWARDS

as follows:

•
• A $50 award to a single club for the most creative and effective project 
•

during the 2025 and 2026 GFWC International Convention.

To be eligible for awards, each State Federation may submit one State Award Entry Cover Sheet and one 
Club Creativity Award Entry Cover Sheet for the Legislation/Public Policy projects. Individual clubs must 
submit entries for activities included in the Legislative Ladder no later than March 15 to the Legislation/

Form. 

Refer to the Awards section of the Club Manual for more information, 
including the Award Entry Cover Sheet and guidelines.
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2024-2026
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE

Ida Dorvee, Chairman
1605 Northcliff Trace

Kimberly Meyer
GFWC Great Lakes Region

Denise Price
GFWC Southeastern Region

Shari Carter
GFWC Southern Region

Patty Benskin
GFWC Western States Region

Mary Pat Marcello, Legislation/
Public Policy Chairman

RESOLUTIONS AND ADVOCACY
GFWC advocates for or against an issue only if a resolution on the issue 
has been adopted by its members. Resolutions can be found on the 
GFWC website and the Member Portal. Resolutions are tools members 
should use to advocate and educate about important issues at the 
local, state, and national levels. If a subject is not addressed by a GFWC 
resolution, members cannot use GFWC’s name to advocate for or against 
the issue but may advocate as concerned individuals. If members feel 
an issue needs to be addressed by GFWC, any local club can submit 
a resolution for consideration by their individual State Federation for 
adoption according to the State’s rules. If adopted by the State, that 
Resolution can be forwarded to the GFWC Resolutions Committee for 
consideration. Every resolution currently in effect started with a proposal 
to the Resolutions Committee.

WHAT TO ADVOCATE FOR: UNLOCKING THE GFWC RESOLUTIONS
GFWC’s national advocacy efforts are based on GFWC Resolutions that 
address issues of national or international scope that are germane to the 
work or interests of GFWC members. GFWC Resolutions address issues 
covering the Community Service Programs and Special Programs such 
as domestic and sexual violence awareness and prevention, education, 
women’s health, promotion of the arts, conservation, highway safety, gun 
safety, and the United Nations/UNICEF. Many resolutions call for GFWC 
members to advocate not only for national legislation but also for state 

the GFWC Resolutions from the GFWC website and the Member Portal.

HOW ARE RESOLUTIONS DRAFTED AND ADOPTED?
GFWC individual members control the legislative agenda via the 
resolutions process. Under the GFWC Bylaws, the Resolutions Committee 
proposes all resolutions to the GFWC membership for adoption or 
rejection. The Executive Committee, individual State Federations, and 
the GFWC Community Service Program Chairmen, Standing Committee Chairmen, Special Committee 
Chairmen, and International Liaisons Chairman may submit proposed resolutions to the Resolutions 
Committee. The committee studies the proposed resolutions and determines which resolutions to bring 
before the GFWC membership. Additionally, the Resolutions Committee may propose resolutions based 
on its own research or input from GFWC members and/or any of the GFWC committees. Resolutions are 
debated and voted on by delegates at the GFWC Annual Convention. Prior to the Convention, proposed 
new resolutions (as well as any current resolutions proposed to be continued, amended, or rescinded) 
are posted on the GFWC website and are included in the Call to Convention distributed in the spring. 

majority of voting delegates vote in favor of a resolution, the resolution is adopted and is a basis for GFWC 
public policy initiatives and advocacy activities. Attending the GFWC Annual Convention as a delegate 
makes each member an active participant in GFWC’s legislative process. You are the decision makers!

HOW CAN STATES AND CLUBS USE THE GFWC RESOLUTIONS?
In addition to serving as a basis for national advocacy efforts, GFWC Resolutions can be used to 
advocate in your state or local legislative body. If a GFWC Resolution addresses an issue, members may 
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advocate with respect to that issue at the state and local levels.  If no GFWC Resolution covers a state-

HOW TO DRAFT A RESOLUTION

The title should be clear, concise, and convey the general idea of the topic of the resolution. If the 

The “whereas” clauses contain facts that explain the rationale for the resolution. Each resolution should 

including statistics, if available; the effect of these facts on at least a part of the population; and why 
these facts demonstrate a need for action.

The “resolved” clauses should set forth, in positive terms, the action or policy called for by the 
resolution. If your resolution calls for action on a pending piece of legislation, include the bill number. 
Each resolution should contain no more than two resolved clauses.

The “submitted by,” will be the last section of the resolution, and it should identify the name of the State 
Federation, GFWC Committee, or GFWC Chairman submitting the resolution for consideration. This 
information should be placed in the lower right-hand corner of the last page of the resolution. If a State 
Federation submits the resolution, the names of its President and Recording Secretary should be listed, 
followed by their signatures. If a committee submits the resolution, the chairman’s name should be 
included, followed by her signature.

INTERESTED IN SUBMITTING A PROPOSED RESOLUTION TO GFWC?
Before submitting a new resolution, you should review the current GFWC Resolutions to ensure a similar 

eligible to submit a proposed resolution may draft one for consideration by the GFWC Resolutions 
Committee. Local clubs or individuals should submit a proposed resolution to their State Federation 
for consideration at its next state convention.* Resolutions passed at state conventions should then 
be forwarded to GFWC. Proposed resolutions must be typed and accompanied by supporting 
documentation.** All proposed resolutions must be submitted to the GFWC Resolutions Committee 
Chairman by November 1 of the year preceding the GFWC Annual Convention at which the resolution 
will be considered (e.g., resolutions to be considered at the 2025 GFWC Annual Convention must be 
submitted no later than November 1, 2024). For more information about the resolutions process, refer to 
the GFWC Standing Rules, available through the Member Portal Digital Library at memberportal.GFWC.
org.

Before submitting a resolution, you should carefully consider the following: (1) Is this issue/topic of 
special interest to many, some, or only a few members? (2) Does this resolution fall within the scope 
of one of the GFWC’s Community Service Programs or Special Programs? (3) Could the goal of the 
proposed new resolution be achieved by amending an existing resolution?

State Federation’s bylaws.

** Supporting documentation would include articles, surveys, statistics, reports, and studies that support 
the facts on which the resolution is based. The Resolutions Committee needs to understand WHY this 
issue is important to GFWC members.
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GFWC’S LEGISLATIVE LADDER 
STEPS TO SUCCESSFUL LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY

2024–2026 GFWC ADMINISTRATION
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1. CLUB INFORMATION
Club Name

State Federation

Club President’s Name

Phone Email

2. CONTACT PERSON
Contact Name

Mailing Address

City State Zip Code

Phone               Email

3. SUBMISSION YEAR

4. INSTRUCTIONS

GFWC clubs are challenged to annually
concrete steps of the Legislative Ladder. Steps do not need to be completed sequentially. Individual steps 
may be listed only once each submission year but may be engaged in multiple times. The point values 

clubs submitting activities with point values totaling 35 points or more. Individual club recognition will 
take place during the 2025 and 2026 GFWC Annual Conventions.

Completed Legislative Ladder forms must be emailed to Chairman Mary Pat Marcello 
March 15 annually.

2025 (July 2024 - March 15, 2025) 2026 (April 2025 - March 15, 2026)
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GFWC’S LEGISLATIVE LADDER 
STEPS TO SUCCESSFUL LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY

2024–2026 GFWC ADMINISTRATION
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4. GFWC’S LEGISLATIVE LADDER
Check applicable boxes

1. Increase club enrollment by 10% annually in the Legislative Action Center. (25 points)

Total club membership                Previously registered             Newly registered

2.

Topic:       Issued by:   

3. Conduct a program on GFWC’s Resolutions and how and why they are created and adopted. (5 points)

4. Invite a local decision-maker to discuss issues relevant to your community. (10 points)

Whom did you invite?      Topic:   

5. Identify a GFWC Resolution and develop a club project to support the Resolution. (15 points)

Resolution:      Project:   

6.
local government meeting, or create a community coalition). (10 points)

Resolution:      Action:    

Draft a Resolution to submit to your State for consideration. (15 points)

Topic:       Adopted? (Y/N)  

8. Visit a State legislator/staff to advocate on an issue of your choice. (15 points)

Topic: 

FOR GFWC USE ONLY:   Total Points:


