
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who were the British Union of Fascists? 

Source A 

An article in the Daily Mail newspaper (which sold over 1.6 million copies per day). The 

article is written by the owner of the Daily Mail, Viscount Rothermere, a supporter of 

both Mosley and Hitler. 

 



 

 

Sources B – F:  

A selection of reasons for joining the BUF from ordinary members. 

 

Source B: Nellie Driver (Nelson BUF organiser) 

“I joined [in 1935] because I believed Mosley had the answer to unemployment and poverty.”  

(Taken from: From the Shadows of Exile (unpublished autobiography)) 

 

Source C: G. P. Sutherst (BUF member, Bury/Middleton) 

“I always followed Mosley's lead on this antisemitism and this discrimination. He always said that he 

condemned the Jews, not for what they were, but for what they did.”  

(Interviewed by Stuart Rawnsley, c. 1976-1978) 

 

Source D: Thomas Pickles (Manchester BUF member) 

“Of course you have got to realise that Hitler was making quite a success of things in Germany at that 

time and naturally you think that if you have got somebody in that area he could probably do the 

same.”  

(Interviewed by Stuart Rawnsley, c. 1976-1978) 

 

Source E: Arthur Fawcett (Manchester BUF member) 

Reflected on hostility to established politics and the growth of antisemitism among members: “It 

wasn't a movement against the Jews at the start.”  

Fawcett then argues that members became antisemitic later because they believed Jews were 

opposing the movement.  

(Interviewed by Stuart Rawnsley, c. 1976-1978) 

 



 

 

Source F:  R. R. Bellamy 

In his autobiography (1968), We Marched With Mosley, R. R. Bellamy writes about the reasons why 

he joined the “New Party”, which was soon renamed the British Union of Fascist. His reasons for 

joining were: 

• dissatisfaction with existing political parties, 

• belief in strong leadership, 

• nationalism ("putting Britain first"), 

• anti-communism, 

• and the conviction that Mosley offered practical solutions to unemployment and economic 

decline.  

 


