Who were the British Union of Fascists?
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Hurrah for the Blackshirts!

ECAUSE Fascism comes
from Italy, shortsighted
people-in this country think they
show e sturdy national spirit by
deriding it.

If their ancestors had been
equally stupid, Britain would
have had no banking system, no
Roman law, nor even any foot-
ball, since all of these are of
Italian invention.

+ + + +
THE Secialisis, pspecially, vwho jeer 51
1he prirciples and uniformm of e

Blackshicts a5 being of fareign origin,

Targed that the founder and High Pricst
of their own creed was the German
Jew Karl Marx,

Though the name and form of

‘nscism originated in Tialy, that move-
ment 15 not now peculiar 1o any nation.
It stands In every country for the
Party ol Youth.

It tcpresenls the
tflort of the
¥OUNL.-  BENEras
tion to put new
life into out-of-
dats political sys
toms.

That alone is
cnough 1o make 1t
a factor of im-
mense  value on
our nalienal
affairs,

Youth is a force
that for genera-
lions ' has  been
allowed 1o Tun to
waste in Britain
This countey has
bgen pgoverned
since far back in
Victorian tmes
by men in the
middle sixtirs
When presperity
was general and
the international
horizon caim, that
mattered little,
but o cope with
the grim problems
of the preseat day
the cnergy and
vigowr of younger
men are needed.
Being my=¢ll in
the middle sixiies,
T know how stealthily and steadily that
saventh decade =aps ome's powers and
stiffens one's prejudices.

Undet the inect and irresolute con-
trol of these clderly statesmen, the
British Government s equally withaut
real populerity at home and prestige
abjoad, In the wital matter of air-
defence this country has been allowed
13 sink from the foremozt 1o the Jowest
E‘.orﬂliion among the Grest Powers.

m the leaders of olhor Stales are
Teorgantsing their national resources 1o
break the crushing grip of the world-
crisis, our own are content 1o drift and
dawdle, They are porsistent onlby in
prepuring Brilish abdication in India
and Ceylon by the same methods as lest
Southern Ireland to the Empire,

¢

and disgusted by the incompetience of
thelr elders in dealing with the depres-
sion that has followed on it. The other
is made up of men Too0 younp to re-
member the war but ready te put abl
thelr ardour and energy at the service
of a cause which offers them a vigerous
construclive palicy in place of the dnf
and indeeision of the old pelitical
pariies:

Blackshirts proclaim n faol which
politicians deting from pre-war days
will nevar faca—that the new age re-
nquires new methods and new man.
‘They base thelr comleation on the
simple truth that parliamentary gov-

BRITISH BLACKSHIRTS MARC
ernment is conducted en the spme lines
&8 it was in the eighteenth century,
though the conditions with which it
deals have altered beyond recogmition.
They want to bring our natienal ad-
minisiralion up 1o date

This purpose does not rest on Lheory
alohe, 1t cen be justified by the gigan-
tic revival of nstional strength amed
spirit which a similar process of
modernisation has brought about in
Italy and Germany.

+- + + +
['HESE are beyond all doubt the best-
poverned natlons in Burepe to-doy.
From repeated visits to both under
thelr present regime,  can vouch for it
thot in no other land does the over-

vlews ™ were an effective substitute In
human affairs for action, the National
Government would be the best that
Britain hes ever had. But the experi-
crice of the past two years hag proved
that these futile and time-wasling
devices are no mere than a-sereen for
inerlia and indecision.
+ + + +

THE huge majority obtalned by the

present Government at the general
clection of 1531 was the last vote of
confidence that the nation will cver
give 18 Old Gang politidans, Two
seacs from new anpther general clec-
tien will be almost due.  The whaole
[uture of Britain will depend upon it8
zsue.

A prolongation of Lthe present régime
may be regarded, in the country's pre-
sent Mood, a5 out of the question. There
will be a promsunced swing either 10
Ripht or Left

If the infated, impulsive, and largely

IN LONDON.

Igmorant electorate which Old Gang
statesmen have brought inte existence
were 10 return the Hump of extrame
Socialism to power, all hope of this
country's Terovery weuld  eollapse
amid the confusien of Communist
experiments.

At ahis next vital election Britain®s
survival as a Great Power w1l depend
on the existerce of a well-organized
Party of 1ke Right, ready to take over
responsibility for oatlenal affales with
the same direciaess of purpose and
energy of method as Mussolini and
Hitler have displayved.

Sueh a movement, making * Action ”
Its motta instead of * Drft,” will draw
a surprising measure of support from
former Socizlists, whe have diseovered
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LD soldiers will note. with gra
fieation, ore of the Morlance,
“The Soldiers Hetuen,” 4 coltage
group, at the British Art Exhibition
The handsome, even foppish, voung
soldicr, wearing an expensive rufled
ahizt and & apilr velwel neckband, and ook
Ing like Squire Theohill ie evideotly welling
his hismble and astonished relatives how ae
bacame guatiermasier-iergeant. and how hie
s Tow Eoing Lo bur the village. His nzed
father waggishly holds out 1o him & pint
mug of Tum.  He ignores 5 Rum inlesests
him hencefaclh oaly In bulk
. . i . '
I lsoked 1 vain fgr the companlon pic-
lure, = The Sallor's Farowell™ depicting an
henest tar taking leave of nis creditors. [
|s nat on exhibdition, pessibly owing te 1he
Censor.

WOMAK THROUGM THE AUES
“Oue waman bursc inta tenes whes |
ke wnr tobE abe conld not dnnd five
cores of Scatch whirke”
—Nrw Tork eable,

Llke Nicbe, dacghtre of Tabfalis,
who wepl 5o moach after A similasly
agonising bereavemenl—in hed casc.
Twelve ckildeen—ihar 1he gads turned
ber mereitully into siane.

A womnn’s heart !

Week-end Return, 30s. 9d.

* Batsue held ihob n womos's west fos-
elnating ape 13 ghirfp." -—News [lem.

And since Balzae further, desiving 1n
mpice one of kis wamen  characiers es-
auisitely mysterios and siranpge, eaused ber
14 be bomn dons ¢ Lowcaskiee, (b follows 1nse
#b this moment Shore must e o galany ol
wamen, born in 100 and tiviag in Manche=
tef, more sublly enigmatle, mare mystically
alluripg than Maeve of Irelnpd,
Mélirande, Fand. Veeul of Brivany. Mor
gan le Foy, Bromimende of ihe Macches,
Nigalele of Provesce. Hacembirzis of 1o
Malne, and Lhe Relne Pédaugue of Toulourr,
whe was not only § dream of distyrbing
laveliness, bt nad winhed frel like a gosee

Balzpe war mever in Lanrcashire in b
e, dnesdentally.
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AP, Ernat Freud, e oof the eminest
Fagch lyat, i3 n * ! nl* grehi-
Tect. [z pretx hix cliente under she siiere- |
acopr ol hin traived mind ond edoeates Hoeen
to eppreezale seadent drohlicclnee,

—Gusslp Wrile:

And tae awlul (hings They déscaver v
wouldn’e beilewe,  Anp  distiple of Liltie
Unele Libido will tell you.  Architortuze is
Jusl = wild, 1angled nighimare of sex,”

Froud pére cxplalng st he gol Nis
blg Idea af eex ruling every human actiun
from a chanee remark by Charcel 1
Iipateria apeclatial, Over and above {ho ondi-
mary and pretty terible Qedipui-camples ¢
maverning everybory eise, architects lhave o
spevially awfil pathegraphie falibilon e
rived Trom 6 muksery Lbido—ifixation, the
urge to place wie coleured brick an anotber,
e:nleu:ud brick, 1 n‘mdu da:—c de:clnl

anra nf e

An article in the Daily Mail newspaper (which sold over 1.6 million copies per day). The
article is written by the owner of the Daily Mail, Viscount Rothermere, a supporter of
both Moslev and Hitler.




Sources B-F:

A selection of reasons for joining the BUF from ordinary members.

Source B: Nellie Driver (Nelson BUF organiser)
“l joined [in 1935] because | believed Mosley had the answer to unemployment and poverty.”

(Taken from: From the Shadows of Exile (unpublished autobiography))

Source C: G. P. Sutherst (BUF member, Bury/Middleton)

“I always followed Mosley's lead on this antisemitism and this discrimination. He always said that he
condemned the Jews, not for what they were, but for what they did.”

(Interviewed by Stuart Rawnsley, c. 1976-1978)

Source D: Thomas Pickles (Manchester BUF member)

“Of course you have got to realise that Hitler was making quite a success of things in Germany at that
time and naturally you think that if you have got somebody in that area he could probably do the
same.”

(Interviewed by Stuart Rawnsley, c. 1976-1978)

Source E: Arthur Fawcett (Manchester BUF member)

Reflected on hostility to established politics and the growth of antisemitism among members: “It
wasn't a movement against the Jews at the start.”

Fawcett then argues that members became antisemitic later because they believed Jews were
opposing the movement.

(Interviewed by Stuart Rawnsley, c. 1976-1978)




Source F: R. R. Bellamy

In his autobiography (1968), We Marched With Mosley, R. R. Bellamy writes about the reasons why
he joined the “New Party”, which was soon renamed the British Union of Fascist. His reasons for
joining were:

e dissatisfaction with existing political parties,

belief in strong leadership,
e nationalism ("putting Britain first"),
e anti-communism,

e and the conviction that Mosley offered practical solutions to unemployment and economic
decline.




