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REFORMATION EVE WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

The Occasion: October 31st, 2023 marked the 506th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, because on 
this day in 1517 Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses to the Castle Church in Wittenberg. It is at this very 
church where thousands of people gather each year to celebrate the Reformation, and where the ELCA 
Wittenberg Center, in collaboration with the LWF Center Wittenberg, leads a Reformation worship service in 
English each year. People from all over the world came to this special service.  
 

The Leadership Team: Sister Dr. Nicole Grochowina, Lutheran sister of the Communität Christusbruderschaft 
Selbitz and professor of Church History at the Friedrich-Alexander-University in Bavaria, preached a sermon 
on the LWF 2023 Assembly theme “One Body, One Spirit, One Hope,” focusing specifically on hope. Rev. Dr. 
Sámuel Nánási and Laura Bohlander represented the LWF Center Wittenberg and assisted with the liturgy 
and readings. Rev. Bridget Gautieri led the liturgy and presided over Holy Communion. Yanam Tamu, a 
church volunteer from Papua New Guinea, assisted with the readings. Dr. Steven Hoffman, Kantor at King of 
Glory Lutheran Church and St. Andrew's Lutheran Church and Campus Center in Cheyenne, Wyoming, 
masterfully played the organ for the service. 
 

Reflections: This Reformation Eve service was the first time I led worship in Wittenberg. I was quite nervous 
to make my Wittenberg debut, but the Holy Spirit was alive and moving. What touched me the most was 
realizing how many young adults served on the worship leadership team. We had a special kind of 
understanding and light-heartedness with each other that made it very fun and relaxing to lead. It gave me 
hope for the changing church, that there are many young leaders and reformers who are both upholding 
meaningful traditions and bringing fresh, compelling perspectives that help make the church more relevant 
and accessible to the world. This is exactly what our vision is at the ELCA Wittenberg Center: To be 
traditionally rooted and radically relevant. This service was a great way to showcase new leadership and get 
the word out that the ELCA Wittenberg Center is here for both the local community and international 
guests. I’m already looking forward to next year! 
 

 

On October 30th, Reformation Eve, the ELCA 
Wittenberg Center held its annual English-
language Reformation service in the Castle 
Church with the LWF (Lutheran World 
Federation) Center Wittenberg. The picture on 
the left shows the worship leaders. 

Pictured from left to right:  
Rev. Dr. Sámuel Nánási (assistant minister), Laura 
Bohlander (lector), Rev. Bridget Gautieri (presider), Sr. Dr. 
Nicole Grochowina (preacher), Yanam Tamu (lector), and 
Dr. Steven Hoffman (organist) 
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REFORMATION DAY WORSHIP & FESTIVAL 
 

The Castle Church held two worship services in German on 
October 31st, and the Town Church held one. These services 
are so popular that you have to wait in a long line to get in 
and be seated. Each service hits maximum capacity, so you 
have to get there early if you want to get in! I was asked to 
participate and lead parts of the service in English in the two 
services at the Castle, since many international visitors come 
to Wittenberg. You can see what the Castle Church looks like 
on Reformation Day in the picture to the right. Reformation 
Day is also a public holiday for 9 out of 16 German states, so 
many have the opportunity to visit Wittenberg then. 
 

After helping lead the two church services, I explored the 
Reformation festival. You’ll see in the picture on the left that 
Martin Luther was there! The whole town center was packed with 
Bratwurst stands, roasted nuts, live music, vendors, beer, and 
people dressed in medieval clothing. Much to my surprise, I 
learned that the Reformation Day Festival is not the biggest 
festival in Wittenberg. The festival that is even bigger is the 
Festival of Luther’s Wedding, which takes place each June. Though 
I think Luther’s Wedding Festival is primarily attended by locals 
and the Reformation Day Festival is dominated by tourists. The 
Reformation Day Festival is also only one day long and Luther’s 
Wedding Festival spans three days. If you visit Wittenberg June 
14-16, 2024, you’re in 
for a treat!  

 

This is just a snapshot of Reformation Day 2023. The ELCA is 
present, engaged, building relationships, and accompanying 
our German partner churches in Wittenberg and beyond. 
Thank you so much for supporting this ministry.  

 

THANK YOU 

Thank you again for your prayers and financial support. You are always 
welcome to visit Wittenberg and experience the spirit of the Reformation 

for yourselves. Keep an eye out for the next newsletter, follow us on 
Facebook and Instagram @ELCAWittenbergCenter, and look out for our 

upcoming seminars and webinars. 

Do you know a church or an individual who would like to support my 
ministry? Please have them contact me at bridget.gautieri@elca.org.  
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