TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

August 12, 2008

Present:  Town Council members Barbara Early, Mike Turner, Tim Turner, Ruby Clark, Roger Bradley, Roberta Lyle.

Also Present:  Town Manager Ryan Spitzer, Mayor Sam Blackburn, Town Lawyer Tom Simons, Town Sgt. Damon Propst, Town Secretary Jane Higginbotham. 
Guests:  Armond Falgoust, Marissa McClanahan, Sonny Williams, Roberta Anderson from The News-Gazette.
Meeting called to order by Mayor at 7PM.

Public Comment:  
1. Marissa McClanahan asked how to get a historical landmark sign for her 
house.  The mounting block is on the state right-of-way.  Town Manager 

Ryan Spitzer stated he would look into and get back with Mrs. McClanahan.

Review of Minutes:  
1. There was one correction to the minutes for the July 17, 2008 meeting from Councilwoman Ruby Clark.  The band which played for the Glasgow Merchant’s Block Party is Dixie Outlaw, not Dixie Outlaws.  She stated

that they were corrected on this last year by the band.  As there were no
other corrections/additions to the minutes, a motion was made by Roberta Lyle and seconded by Roger Bradley that the minutes would be approved.

No opposed, motion carried.                      
Consideration of Bills:
1. There were no questions regarding the bills.  A motion was made by Ruby 
Clark, seconded by Tim Turner to pay the bills for August and any other normal bills that occur.  No opposed, motion carried.

Committee/Commission Reports:
            1.   Zoning Committee 
                  A.  The Zoning Committee met in July.  A 6-foot variance was given to Bill

                        Wells for his porch, which will keep it in line with other porches in the

                        surrounding area.

                  B.  A Habitat house will be pre-made and placed on the corner of Shawnee

                        and Sixth Street.  They were given a 15-foot variance on the side of

                        Sixth Street.  The gray house which is there will remain unless  

                        condemned.  It is owned by a Mr. Camper. 
       
2.   No reports from any other Committees or Commissions.

Police Activity Report:
1. Glasgow Merchant’s Block Party – This event went very well, no problems.
2. Police Car – The car is doing ok.  However, the video camera is not working.

3. Summer in Glasgow – Sgt. Propst stated that this summer compared to previous summers in Glasgow has been better.  Previously people who were
giving him trouble have moved out of town.  Sgt. Propst stated that some new people in Pineland Trailer Park have been giving him some problems.  He also stated he has several investigations going on regarding people in Mundy’s Trailer Park.  He stated that Mr. Mundy has not been able to keep a check on it as in the past as he as been sick.
4. Dogs – Councilwoman Ruby Clark questioned Sgt. Propst about what to do if 

a citizen has a problem with barking dogs during the night.  Sgt. Propst stated that they could call him and he would talk to the resident and have them move the dog, quiet it down, or get a ticket.  He also stated that if he was not on duty, they could contact the Rockbridge County Sheriff’s Office, who would in turn get in touch with him.  He stated they would not have to state the reason they were calling to the Sheriff’s Office, just to tell Sgt. Propst to get in touch with them.
Old Business:
1. Boat Ramp – Town Manager Ryan Spitzer stated that the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries should be starting on the ramp by the end of August.  The Town of Glasgow is to pay for the cement, and the VDGIF will pay for the labor and do the work.

2. Glasgow Signs – The Mayor contact Danny St.Clair, who said he would be back in touch with the Mayor in two weeks regarding new Glasgow signs.

3. Water for Mohawk – The Town Manager stated that Mohawk has not been back in touch with him regarding getting water from the Town of Glasgow if needed if they take their water tank offline.

New Business:

1. Wright’s Rides – The owner approached the Town Manager about purchasing 

the lot beside his business on Route 130 so he could park more cars there or cutting the trees on the border so that his cars could be seen from the road.  The Town Manger told him the land could not be sold per the agreement with FEMA and the grant the Town received.  He also told Mr. Wright that the Town would trim the trees, but not cut them down.  Town Council agreed with the Town Manager’s decision to trim the trees but not cut them down.  The Town Manager said he would get back in touch with Mr. Wright on Town Council’s decision.

2. VRS Resolution – Town Manager stated that the IRS updated the tax code 

the contribution the Town gives the town employees.  The resolution received from VRS is to be signed and is mandatory.  Motion made by Ruby Clark and seconded by Roberta Lyle to sign the resolution.  No opposed, motion carried.

3. Delinquent Taxes – There is approximately $18,000 owed to the Town of 

Glasgow for delinquent taxes.  Town Manager Ryan Spitzer asked the Town Council if they wanted to get debt warrants for these.  Town Lawyer Tom Simons suggested sending letters first stating that if the back taxes were not paid within 30 days a debt warrant would be taken out on them.  He said the cost of the debt warrant could be added in to the amount owed, which is approximately $49 per warrant.   He said a physical address was needed, not a PO address.  Mr. Simons stated that this procedure was done several years ago and generated quite a few payments.  Motion was made by Ruby Clark and seconded by Roberta Lyle for Mr. Simons to send out letters first, followed by debt warrants as necessary.  No opposed, motion carried.  Mr. Simons stated he would work with Town Manager Ryan Spitzer to get a list together of who to proceed with.  Town Councilwoman Ruby Clark asked what happens when property is sold and taxes are owed.  Mr. Simons stated that the taxes are prorated and the previous owner pays what is past due and the new owner pays from the sell date/closing date forward.
4. Ordinance Updates – Town Manager Ryan Spitzer stated that included in 

Town Council’s packages are three lists of ordinances.  The first list was passed by Legislation and must be adopted.  The second list is optional, and the third list are ordinances that may affect the Town of Glasgow in the future and are to be considered.  Town Lawyer Tom Simons stated that if agreed on by Town Council to pass the optional ordinances, a public announcement would have to be made, then discussed and voted on at the September meeting.  Motion made by Roberta Lyle and seconded by Ruby Clark to make the public announcement regarding the ordinances and then to discuss and vote on them at the September meeting.  No opposed, motion carried.

5. Ordinance Requiring Property Owners to Keep up Maintenance of Yard to

Street: - Included in Town Council’s packages a copy of ordinance from City of Charlottesville requiring property owners to maintain their property to the street.  Town Manager Ryan Spitzer recommended that Town Council make our Town Codes/Ordinances in line with surrounding localities.  Mr. Spitzer stated that the enclosed guidelines included are to review and to help the Town write their own ordinance.  Town Councilman Roger Bradley stated that Mr. Spitzer should draw up a draft to present to Town Council at the September meeting.  Town Lawyer Tom Simons stated that this would also have to be publicized, then discussed and voted on at the September meeting.

6. Dual Mechanical Scales – The Virginia Department of Health inspected the

main well on Friday, August 8.  The VDH Inspector told STP Supervisor Jeff Rankin that scales are needed to weigh the chlorine.  The scales now have are old and the calibration is going bad, so Mr. Rankin suggested putting the old scales in the main well, and buy new scales for the STP.  Approximate cost would be $1,370.   The VDH Inspector said the Town of Glasgow has 90 days from August 8, 2008 to get the scales in place.  Motion made by Ruby Clark, seconded by Mike Turner to follow the recommendation of Mr. Rankin.  No opposed, motion carried.

New Business Not on Agenda:

1. Motor in STP – The motor on oxidation went out today.  The other motor is 

currently doing double work.  The Town of Glasgow bought a new motor in the 1990’s, however STP Supervisor Jeff Rankin thinks it went through the 1995 flood.  Public Works Supervisor Armond Falgoust stated that he had checked the motor and it is clean.  If we use this one, will have to have a millwright to set.  Town Manager Ryan Spitzer stated that since the motor is technically a “new” motor, it comes under capital improvement, and Rockbridge County will pay 35%.  Mr. Spitzer also stated that if this “new” motor turns out to be bad, a new motor is approximately $2,500.  Mr. Spitzer said he would talk to Rockbridge County PSA to see who they use to do the mill work and get some prices.  Motion made by Ruby Clark and seconded by Roberta Lyle to find someone to put the “new” motor in.  No opposed, motion carried.
Conclusion:  
             Mayor Blackburn asked if any of the Town Council had any other comments 

             before going into Executive Session.  

1. Roberta Lyle had no comments.

2. Roger Bradley had no comments.

3. Ruby Clark – 
      A.  There is interest in putting a Dollar General Market in Glasgow.  Ms.  
            Clark stated that the manager of the local Dollar General said if the 

                         Mayor and Town Manager wrote a letter to Dollar General Headquarters,                                
                         it was possible we could get one.  Ms. Clark stated that there is one in 

                         Troutville and it is very nice.  They have a nice selection of produce,                         
                         meat, fresh vegetables.  Mayor Blackburn said he would contact Dollar 

                         General.  

                   B.  Ms. Clark said the Town should send a thank-you letter to the Glasgow                        

                         Merchants for the successful Block Party held in August at the Knick

                         Memorial Park.  Town Manager Ryan Spitzer said he would take care

                         of this.

                   C.  Ms. Clark asked Roger Bradley if the Ruritans still planned to hold their

Community Picnic and Chili Coo-Off at Knick Memorial Field on Thurs.,

Sept. 11.  Mr. Bradley answered no.

D. Ms. Clark stated that on Kanawha Street, there are white paint markings

and asked what they are for.  Public Works Supervisor Armond Falgout stated that they had been placed there to show the boundary for a property owner so they would know where to stop mowing.
E. Ms. Clark stated that gas is being stolen from vehicles in the same area on

Kanawha Street.  Town Manager Ryan Spitzer told her to have the complainants come to him or to Town Sgt. Propst.

F. Ms. Clark asked Town Councilwoman Roberta Lyle if there would be 

any more “Music in the Park” events this season.  Ms. Lyle said no because in the Fall there is football on Friday nights.

4. Tim Turner –

A. Mr. Turner stated that Glasgow Volunteer Fire Department’s past Fire Chief, Richard Spangler, served faithfully for about 15 years.  He stated he though Town Council should do a resolution for the time he had put in.  Town Councilman Roger Bradley stated we should put this on hold for several months and Mr. Spangler may come back.

5. Mike Turner had no comments.

6. Barbara Early had no comments. 

7. Tom Simons had no comments.

8. Mayor Blackburn had no comments.

9. Town Manager Ryan Spitzer stated that he had copies to give everyone at the September meeting of the revised Conflict of Interest Act/Freedom of Information Act.

With no further comments, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM by Mayor Blackburn.

