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Minutes of Town Council Meeting
August 9, 2016
Glasgow Public Library
Council Members Present:  Sonny Williams, Roger Funkhouser, Mike Turner, Andrea Bradley, Jeremy Kilgore, Monica Dock
Also Present:  Mayor Ruby Clark, Town Manager Bill Rolfe, Town Attorney Tommy Simons, Sr. Administrative Assistant Jane Higginbotham
Guests Present:  Tony McFaddin, Doug Hudgins with CHA, Robin Brown, Felicia Blankenship, Helen G Cash, Doc Saunders, Christ Flint, Robert Humphreys, Jr., Jeff Rankin, Reese McClanahan, Kit Huffman with the News-Gazette
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Ruby Ogden Clark and a brief prayer was led by Councilor Jeremy Kilgore.  
Mayor Ruby Clark called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  
Public Comment:

A. Robin Brown – Ms. Brown stated she lives at 1016 10th Street.  Ms. Brown stated she received an ordinance violation for having chickens.  Ms. Brown gave handouts to Council on autism and therapy chickens.  Ms. Brown stated she has two (2) sons and one (1) is diagnosed with autism.  Ms. Brown stated her son’s doctor prescribed chickens as therapy pets.  Ms. Brown stated she has two (2) hens.  Ms. Brown asked Council to give her six (6) months to see if the chickens have a positive impact on her son.  Ms. Brown stated if there is no positive influence, she will get rid of them.  Mayor Ruby Clark asked Ms. Brown if she was aware chickens are not allowed in the town limits.  Ms. Brown stated she did not know this at the time.  Mayor Clark asked Ms. Brown how long she has had the chickens.  Ms. Brown stated she has had them since May 2016.  Councilor Monica Dock stated she has read the research on chickens as therapy pets and thanked Ms. Brown for giving Council this information.  Ms. Brown stated the chickens seem to be helping with her son’s speech.  Councilor Roger Funkhosuer asked Ms. Brown if she keeps the chickens in her yard. Ms. Brown stated she does, that she has a fence, she sprays the chickens, she keeps the yard raked, and she has had the wings clipped on the chickens.  Mayor Clark asked Ms. Brown about getting a parakeet or a parrot as a pet.  Ms. Brown stated her son is afraid of birds.  Ms. Brown stated she has tried all kinds of pets, and she has tried taking her son to Hoof Beats but her son is afraid of horses.  Councilor Jeremy Kilgore asked Ms. Brown if the doctor had given her a timeframe to see results from the chickens as pets for her son.  Ms. Brown stated the doctor said she should start to see a change in 3-6 months if he has bonded with them.  Ms. Brown stated her son has a doctor appointment every four (4) months.  Councilor Roger Funkhouser asked if Council wants to bring this back up under New Business.  Councilor Funkhouser asked Town Attorney Tommy Simons if Council would do a variance on the ordinance to allow the chickens as therapy pets.  Town Attorney Simons stated the way the ordinance is written does not leave much room for interpretation.  Councilor Funkhouser asked if this should be sent to the Planning Commission.  Town Attorney Simons stated if Council sends this to the Planning Commission he could have it ready for a vote at the October 11, 2016 Council meeting.  
Motion by Roger Funkhouser and Seconded by Monica Dock to send Sec. 4-1, Keeping Certain Animals – Prohibited, to the Planning Commission for revision and withhold the ordinance violation on Ms. Robin Brown for 30-60 days.
Carried unanimous voice vote.

Public Hearing:

A. Public Comments Regarding Proposed Sewer Collection Rehab Project.  Financial assistance comes from USDA/Rural Development with a grant of $2,704,000 and a loan not to exceed $951,000, for a total project cost of $3,655,000.
Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated a public hearing is a funding agency requirement from Rural Development.  Doug Hudgins with CHA stated this project began two (2) years ago.  Mr. Hudgins stated the Town of Glasgow has aging infrastructure.  Mr. Hudgins stated the whole system was smoke tested.  Mr. Hudgins stated they also did manhole inspections.  Mr. Hudgins stated initially they thought there were 100 manholes but they are now up to 300.  Mr. Hudgins stated 99% of the system will be GIS’d.  Town Manager Rolfe stated after the water project was completed, the Town is now down to 110,000 gallons of water going through the sewer treatment plant (STP).  Town Manager Rolfe stated, however, that when it rains there is still over 1,000,000 gallons going through the STP and it has to be treated, which is very costly.  Mr. Hudgins stated the entire sewer system needs to be rehabbed.  Mr. Hudgins stated they are currently completing the closed circuit tv  (CCTV) portion of the project.  Mr. Hudgins stated they are finding a lot of roots which have grown through pipes, pipes that have collapsed, and pipes that disconnected from joints.  Mr. Hudgins stated $2.7 million was secured in grants, which is 75% of the cost, and $950,000 in loans, which is 25% of the cost of the project.  Mr. Hudgins stated the poverty interest rate on the loan is 2 ¾%.  Mr. Hudgins stated the sewer rate will increase slightly.  Mr. Hudgins stated the rate will probably be a tiered rate, no higher than $36 per the debt agreement.  Mr. Hudgins stated the rates will not change until two (2) years after the close of the loan agreement.  Mr. Hudgins gave the following time chart for the project:

CCTV inspection completed - 9/1/2016

Project design completed - 1/5/2017

Advertise to bid – 2/1/2017

Close loan/initiate construction – May 2017  
Sewer project complete – May 2018

Public Comments

Robin Brown – Ms. Brown asked where the storm water will go once the sewer lines are fixed.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated in the ditches.  Mr. Rolfe stated he has talked to VDOT and told them they will need to keep the ditches and culverts clean to keep the town from flooding.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the Town has a grant of $40,000 to do a study regarding catching stormwater in retaining ponds.  Ms. Brown asked if residents are allowed to have rain barrels.  Town Manager Rolfe stated yes.

Lester Saunders – Mr. Saunders stated he has been a resident of Glasgow since 1939.  Mr. Saunders stated there are a lot of manholes in Glasgow.  Mr. Saunders asked if there is a Street Committee.  Mr. Saunders stated he would like those members to drive up and down the streets where the water lines were put in.  Mr. Saunders stated the lines have sunk in the road and the roads need to be asphalted.  Mr. Saunders stated the sewer rate is currently $30 per month and if it goes up any more, there are going to be more vacant houses in Glasgow.  Mr. Saunders stated the vacant homes here now are because some people have died, but that there are a lot of people moving because they can no longer afford the water/sewer bill.  
Reese McClanahan – Mrs. McClanahan asked if the new sewer rate will be based on the amount of water used.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated it will.

Felicia Blankenship – Mrs. Blankenship asked if VDOT will put ditches where there are none at the present time.  Mrs. Blankenship stated she lives on Anderson Street across from Town Hall and when it rains, Anderson Street floods from run-off water from the mountain.
Review of Minutes:
Change July 12, 2016 minutes to reflect Councilor Monica Dock was present.

Motion by Jeremy Kilgore and Seconded by Sonny Williams to approve the minutes for the Regular July 12, 2016 Council Meeting with the change reflecting Councilor Monica Dock was present.
Carried unanimous voice vote.

Consideration of Bills:

Councilor Sonny Williams asked what the $3,964.65 bill for the dump truck was for.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated it was for a fuel pump, oil change, and new exhaust.  Councilor Williams asked where the work was done.  Town Manager Rolfe stated Highway Motors, Inc. in Roanoke, VA.
Motion by Andrea Bradley and Seconded by Mike Turner to pay all bills listed and any other bills that may come up.

Carried unanimous voice vote.
Committee/Commission Reports:
A. Report on Community Strong Committee.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated Erin Yancey is no longer with Central Shenandoah Planning District Commission (CSPDC).  Town Manager Rolfe stated she now works for the City of Harrisonburg.  Town Manager Rolfe stated Ms. Yancey had mentioned at the July 12, 2016 Council meeting to bring the Community Strong Committee’s recommendations back to Council.  Town Manager Rolfe asked if Council wants to do this for the September 13, 2016 meeting.  Council stated yes.
B. Street and Light Committee.  Councilor Monica Dock stated she would like Town Manager Bill Rolfe to check with VDOT to see if we are on their schedule for maintenance for some of the roads i.e. Shawnee Street, Catawba Street, Anderson Street.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the edges of the roads need to be repaired before they are paved.
Old Business:

A. Update on Farmer’s Market.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated the final plans and specs have been sent to Rural Development in Richmond, VA.  Town Manager Rolfe stated he is hoping he will received authorization by the end of this week to advertise for bids for construction.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the electric pole is now up and Dominion Virginia Power will add the power lines to it soon.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the farmer’s market is doing very well.  Town Manager Rolfe stated we have gone from one (1) vendor to five (5).  Town Manager Rolfe stated everything is being sold that the vendors bring in.  Town Manager Rolfe stated starting next year there will be a vendor fee to set up.  Town Manager Rolfe stated anyone who wants to sell produce can do so right now at no charge.  Hours are Friday from 3:00 – 6:00 PM, and Saturday from 8:00 AM – 12:00 Noon.  Town Manager Rolfe stated he is hoping to stay open through the end of October.    
B. Update on Sewer Rehab Project.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated the CCTV inspection of sewer lines should be finished in ten (10) days.

New Business:

A. Annual Vote on Town Attorney.
Motion by Jeremy Kilgore and Seconded by Roger Funkhouser to continue with Tom Simons as Glasgow Town Attorney for one (1) year.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

B. Price for Cutting Damaged Trees in VDOT Right-of-Way and Canoe Launch.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated the tree at the canoe launch at the confluence of the rivers was uprooted from the last big rain storm and is hanging off the the bank in the river.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the root ball is a danger to boaters coming out of the river.  Town Manager Rolfe stated he has a price of $1,800 to get rid of it.  Councilor Sonny Williams asked if Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (DGIF) would be responsible for this.  Town Manager Rolfe stated DGIF has already stated it is Glasgow’s problem.  Councilor Monica Dock asked if other quotes were received.  Town Manager Rolfe stated this is the best price to get someone else to do it.  Town Manager Rolfe stated it is too dangerous for Town employees to do it.  

Motion by Jeremy Kilgore and Seconded by Roger Funkhouser to have tree and root ball removed and hauled away from the canoe launch for $1,800.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

Town Manager Rolfe stated there are two (2) 50’ damaged trees at 1122 Anderson Street and one (1) leaning tree that was hit by lightning off of Rt. 130 that are in the VDOT right-of-way and he is going to tell VDOT they need to take care of this.  Mayor Ruby Clark stated she was told by VDOT that the tree on Rt. 130 is on her property and she will take care of having it removed.

Other:  
A. Sam Blackburn Memorial.  Councilor Sonny Williams gave handouts to Council of an example of what the Sam Blackburn Memorial will look like.  Town Council approved the example.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated Councilor Sonny Williams will receive a picture of the actual memorial for Mr. Blackburn’s daughter to approve in about six (6) weeks.  Town Manager Rolfe stated Town employees Chris Flint and Robert Humphreys, Jr have already put the new flag pole up and built the rock flower bed.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the light has already been installed on Town Hall and is on a timer to shine on the flag at night.  Councilor Monica Dock asked is there is a light on the flag at Knick Field.  Town employee Chris Flint stated it is on the side of the concession stand.

B. New Water Account Deposit.  Councilor Monica Dock stated there is a resident who has been living with her mother for two (2) years taking care of her.  Councilor Dock stated the resident’s mother passed away and she was charged the new account deposit to put account in her name.  Councilor Dock stated she does not think situations like this constitute a new customer and should not have to pay the deposit.  Councilor Dock stated in these type situations the town manager is allowed to waive the fee.  Council agreed.
C. Abandoned House on Shawnee Street.  Councilor Monica Dock stated there is an abandoned house on Shawnee Street that is unsecure, has kids riding their bikes off the roof, etc.  Councilor Dock stated this is one (1) of the houses on the abandoned house list.  Town Attorney Tom Simons he can get the building inspector to look at it when he looks at the property at 709 8th Street.  

D. Mosquitoes.  Councilor Monica Dock asked what the Town is doing about mosquitoes.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated he is working with Rockbridge County on this.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the County gave us pellets to put in standing water.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the County has no one licensed to spray for mosquitoes.

E. Walker Property at 709 8th Street.  Councilor Roger Funkhouser asked if there is an update on 709 8th.  Town Attorney Tom Simons stated the building inspector wants to go inside 709 8th Street and 1105 Rockbridge Road (the old video store).  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated he will get the building inspector to go the abandoned house on Shawnee Street also.
F. Town Sgt. Position.  Councilor Sonny Williams asked if there is an update on the Town Sgt. position.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated he is going to set up a panel to interview the two (2) candidates.

Mayor Ruby Clark stated the next Council meeting is September 13, 2016.  Mayor Clark stated the November 8, 2016 Council meeting will be held at Glasgow Town Hall due to election day.

Motion by Jeremy Kilgore and Seconded by Andrea Bradley to adjourn at 8:25 PM.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM.
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