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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

February 16, 2010
DRAFT
Due to inclement weather on Tuesday, February 9, 2010, Glasgow Town Council meeting was rescheduled for Tuesday, February 16, 2010.

Present:  Town Council members Tracy Shafer, Roger Funkhouser, Mike Turner, Monica Dock, Ruby Clark, Boyd Walker.

Also Present:  Town Attorney Tom Simons, Town Manager Ryan Spitzer, Town Secretary Jane Higginbotham, Town Sgt. Jeff Grimm. 

Absent:  Mayor Sam Blackburn was absent due to illness.
Guests:  Sadie Claytor; Sarah Funkhouser; Sonny Williams; Roberta Lyle; Marissa McClanahan; James McFadden; Ned Oliver with The Rockbridge Advocate; Roberta Anderson with The News-Gazette. 
Before meeting was called to order, the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Monica Dock, followed by a brief prayer.

Town Manager Ryan Spitzer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Due to recent illness of Mayor Blackburn, an  interim Mayor had to be voted on, which would be the Council member with the longest tenure.  The interim Mayor will retain his/her normal vote and will use the Mayor’s vote in case of a tie.  Motion made by Mike Turner and seconded by Monica Dock to have Ruby Clark serve as interim Mayor until Mayor Blackburn is able to return to Office.  Motion carried.
Public Comment:  
1. Sarah Funkhouser – Mrs. Funkhouser stated she had served on Town Council three (3) years ago and that citizens had complained then about the use of town equipment by employees and nothing had been done about it.  She stated she is still hearing complaints about this and stated she does not think employees should be allowed to use the equipment for personal use.  Mrs. Funkhouser stated she would like Council to change this policy before this summer.  
2. James McFadden – Mr. McFadden stated he agrees with Mrs. Funkhouser.  Mr. McFadden stated he would like to see this stopped because the employees use the equipment and wear it out and the taxpayers have to replace the equipment with their tax money.
3. Sadie Claytor – Mrs. Claytor stated she agreed with Mrs. Funkhouser and Mr. McFadden.

4. Sarah Funkhouser – Mrs. Funkhouser stated she had asked Council five (5) months ago to provide the citizens with the Town’s financial statement so they would know where the money is going, what bills are being paid.

5. James McFadden – Mr. McFadden thanked the Town again for the great job of snow removal.  Mr. McFadden also thanked Town Sgt. Grimm for the monthly police report he gives.

Public Hearing on Jake Brakes:

1. James McFadden – Mr. McFadden stated he was for the jake brake ordinance and that if there were any loop holes, for them to be removed so the 

ordinance could be passed.

2. No other public comments on this.

Review of Minutes:

1. Town Manager Spitzer stated he had given Council new pages 2 and 3 with grammatical corrections.

2. Motion made by Ruby Clark and seconded by Mike Turner to accept the January 12, 2010 minutes as corrected.  Motion carried.
Bills for Approval:

1. Roger Funkhouser asked what the $500 payment to Central Shenandoah Planning Commission is for.  Mr. Spitzer stated it is a quarterly payment that 

is stated mandated.

2. Motion made by Roger Funkhouser and seconded by Ruby Clark to approve the bills for February as presented and any other bills that come up.  

Motion carried.

Committee/Commission Reports:

1. Roberta Lyle stated the Parks and Recreation Committee met on February 4, 2010.  She stated there is an “Emergency Services Day” scheduled for

Saturday, May 22, 2010 from 11AM – 5PM and the first “Music in the Park” will be that evening from 6PM – 9PM.  Mrs. Lyle stated the second “Music in the Park” will be scheduled some time in July and the third “Music in the Park” some time in early September.  Mrs. Lyle stated the next Parks and Recreation Committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 25 @ 6PM @ Town Hall. 

2. Town Manager Spitzer stated the Parks & Recreation Committee has reviewed the comments on the rules for the use of the parks and has decided there is no need to make any changes to the draft and it is ready for Council to vote on.

Police Report:

1. Sgt. Grimm stated the new police car is in service; however, he had trouble with the radar and it has been shipped to Kansas and is being replaced.

2. Sgt. Grimm stated there are about 100 cats at the boat landing and on Kanawha Street.  He said there is a lot of litter, trash, and debris.  Sgt. Grimm stated he and the Town Manager have discussed cleaning the area up with the backhoe and hauling it away.  Sgt. Grimm stated the Town Code says littering on a street right-of-way is a Class I Misdemeanor and/or a $1,500 fine.  Sgt. Grimm stated the citizens need to know there is a possible punishment, that is a health issue, and asked how Council wants him to handle this.  Mike Turner stated this needs to be taken care of in a nice way.  Roger Funkhouser asked if this is contributing to the buzzard problem.  Sgt. Grimm stated it is because the people feeding the cats are leaving bags of cat food down there and he has seen the buzzards in the cat food and even carrying a kitten off.  Sgt. Grimm continued that the County Animal Control is having a problem with this situation because they are setting traps for the cats and are finding that the traps have been stolen or thrown in the river.  Mike Turner reiterated that this needs to be taken care of in a nice but firm manner.  Sgt. Grimm said he suggests cleaning the area up and posting No Trespassing signs.  He stated the first offense should be a warning and the second would be to charge the person and/or give them the fine.  Sgt. Grimm stated County Animal Control has said they will bring 30 traps to take care of the cats that are there now.  Tracy Shafer asked what if a person walking a dog down there also feeds the dog there.  Sgt. Grimm stated as long as the food is eaten and no trash is left there is no problem.  He stated the people feeding the cats have also built huts for the cats and this is where they are leaving the open bags of food.  Town Manager Spitzer asked Council if they want Sgt. Grimm to proceed with this plan and Council stated yes.
Old Business:

1. Jake Brakes – Boyd Walker stated item #4B should be taken out of the proposed ordinance, which states ‘exempt from this ordinance is “use of the 

engine retarder in an emergency situation to avoid a collision or injury.”’  Roger Funkhouser agreed, stating the officer should make a judgment call.  Mr. Spitzer asked Council if they were ready to vote on the ordinance with the one (1) change.  Motion made by Roger Funkhouser and seconded by Boyd Walker.  Motion carried.  Mr. Spitzer stated this ordinance will be enforced as soon as signs are made and posted.  Mr. Spitzer stated he would contact the County or go to a sign company.

2. Park/Playground Rules - Roger Funkhouser stated there are some things in the draft that need to be deleted, some things that need to be added, and  

      that he could not support it as is.  Tracy Shafer asked if this could be discussed at the budget work session.  Mr. Spizter stated it could be tabled for     
      now and taken to the next budget session.  Sarah Funkhouser asked if everyone had to pay to use the facilities.  Monica Dock stated that activities  
      sponsored/sanctioned by the Town would not be charged.  Mrs. Dock stated this is for outside organizations or those who are not Glasgow town 
                  citizens.  Motion made by Monica Dock and seconded by Tracy Shafer to table the discussion on the park/playground rules and bring up at the next 
                  budget session on February 18th.  James McFadden who would be making the decision(s) on who to charge.  Mr. Spitzer stated the Town Manager 

                  would make the decision and Town Council would have the chance to change the decision(s) if they did not agree with the Manager.  Mr. McFadden 

                  asked if this included those who wanted to play a pick-up game of softball, etc.  Mr. Spitzer stated this would be for organized events from outside 

                  organizations, use of the shelter, etc.  Marissa McClanahan stated she would like to see the rules before voted on and also asked Council to consider 

                  times when scheduling events as she lives across the street from the park.  Previous motion rescinded by Monica Dock.  New motion made by 

                  Monica Dock and seconded by Roger Funkhouser to table discussion on park and playground rules and taken to the budget session on March 18th. 

3. Website – Mr. Spitzer stated the front page of the website is finished.  He stated he switched domain from Yahoo @ $19.95/month to GoDaddy @ 

$8 the first month and $6 a month thereafter.  Mr. Spitzer stated the whole website will be finished in two (2) weeks.

New Business:

1. Town Decals – Mr. Spitzer stated he had received a letter from the County that they eliminate the auto decals, so Glasgow will keep their decals also.  Roger Funkhouser asked how many vehicles are registered in Glasgow and how many decals are sold.  Mr. Spitzer stated he could find out from the County Commissioner of Revenue how many vehicles are registered in Glasgow, and that the Town has sold approximately 900 decals for 2009.  Mr. Spitzer stated the 2010 decals go on sale March 1st and are due on the vehicles by April 15th.
2. Audits – Mr. Spitzer stated he had received letters from VML, Mary Earhart, and Johnson CPA regarding getting Glasgow’s financial records together for the 2009 Audit.  Mary Earhart gets $6,000 for her part and Robinson/Farmer/Cox, who performs the actual audit, gets $6,000.  Johnson CPA charges $5,700 plus travel, etc.  (Their letter spells out all the charges.)  VML will do next year at a cheaper rate.  Mr. Spitzer stated Council can vote on who they would like to do this year’s prep work for the audit or table until the March Council meeting.  Motion made by Roger Funkhouser and seconded by Mike Turner to go with Mary Earhart again doing the prep work for the 2009 Audit, and Robinson/Farmer/Cox doing the actual audit, as they are familiar with Glasgow’s records and are reliable.  Motion carried.
3. Flooding – Mr. Spitzer stated VDOT has looked at the culverts behind The Family’s Inn and will replace with larger culverts when they get a chance.  Mr. Spitzer and Sgt. Grimm spoke with Robert Foresman, with VDEM (Virginia Department of Emergency Management), regarding water backing up at the railroad tracks on Gordon Street, and maybe putting a flap/gate there to keep water from backing up into Town.  James McFadden stated this has been a problem at the railroad tracks for over forty years.  Tracy Shafer asked if anyone had looked at Pineland Trailer Park where there is considerable flooding, standing water when it rains.  Mr. Spitzer stated the Town is looking at fixing this with the previous FEMA money.  

4. Snow Blower Prices – Mr. Spitzer stated that for the size snow blower that would be needed by the Town (46”), the cost was approximately $2,000.  Roger Funkhouser suggested contracting this job to someone in Town to do the one (1) sidewalk and the track at the park instead of buying an expensive piece of equipment that might be used every few years.  Council agreed.

Comments:

1. Tracy Shafer – Mrs. Shafer stated there are pine trees in the road that were cut from the snow storm where she has to drive her school bus.  Mr. 

Spitzer stated this would be picked up by the Town.  Mrs. Shafer asked the Town Manager who is helping him while the Mayor is out sick.  Mr. Spitzer stated the Mayor can be reached by phone if there is an emergency.

2. Roger Funkhouser – Mr. Funkhouser asked if Bobby Hinkle had agreed to serve another 5-year term on the Planning Commission.  Mr. Spitzer 
stated yes.  Mr. Funkhouser asked if Gary Shafer had agreed to serve another 5-year term on the Zoning Board.  Mr. Spitzer stated yes.  Mr. Funkhouser asked what the status of the house at 102 Catawba is.  Mr. Spitzer stated Sgt. Grimm said it is in compliance. Mr. Funkhouser asked if a public comment was going to be added to the end of the Council meeting, as requested by a citizen at the January 2010 Council meeting.  Mr. Simons stated Glasgow’s ordinance states the layout of Council meetings.  Mr. Simon stated there would have to be an ordinance change to add this to the meeting layout.  Mr. Funkhouser asked Mr. Simons if other jurisdictions have public comment at the end of a meeting and Mr. Simons stated he had never seen it anywhere but that it did not mean it could not be done.  Mr. Spitzer and Mr. Simons stated everyone makes comments at the end anyway and Council agreed to leave as is.

3. Mike Turner – none.

4. Monica Dock – none.

5. Ruby Clark – Ms. Clark asked if Pineland Trailer Park water account is up-to-date.  Mr. Spitzer stated yes, they pay on time every month.  Ms. Clark askedSgt. Grimm about the prowlers in his monthly report.  Sgt. Grimm stated they were gone when he checked it out.  Ms. Clark asked Sgt. Grimm if he had business cards she would like Council to have one.

6. Boyd Walker – Mr. Walker stated he would like to have a volunteer to keep up with Glasgow’s history.  Marisa McClanahan stated she would like to have an oral history of Glasgow.  

(NOTE:  Marissa McClanahan told Town Manager Spitzer on 02/17/2010 that she had volunteered to do this.)   

7. Sgt. Grimm – Sgt. Grimm stated to Council he would like to encourage Council as well as citizens of Glasgow to visit his office and look at the 

police memorabilia display he has made that has been donated by local citizens.  

8. Sarah Funkhouser – Mrs. Funkhouser stated she would like for the Council agenda to be posted at the Post Office so citizens will know what each 

Council meeting as about.  Mrs. Funkhouser asked if the Town is going to clean snow off the track as many people use it to walk.

Motion made by Ruby Clark, seconded by Mike Turner to go to Executive Session for discussion of a personnel matter.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Boyd Walker, seconded by Roger Funkhouser to come out of Executive Session, and that Council did not discuss, do business, or vote on  anything that had not been intended when went into Executive Session.  Motion carried.
Motion made by Monica Dock, seconded by Roger Funkhouser to remove Sgt. Grimm from his 6-month probation, wait on paperwork from valors ?? and possibly take him off VRS and waive his 5% salary increase, wait on report and decide.  Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned by Town Manager Spitzer at 8:40 PM.

