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Minutes of Town Council Meeting
February 8, 2011
Glasgow Public Library
Council Members Present:  Roger Funkhouser, Mike Turner, Monica Dock,  Ruby Clark.
Also Present:  Town Manager Ryan Spitzer, Mayor Sam Blackburn, Town Secretary Jane Higginbotham, Town Attorney Tom Simons.
Absent:  Town Councilors Susan Wood and Boyd Walker. 

Guests Present: Roberta Lyle; Sonny Williams; Caleb Keckler; Reese McClanahan; Robert Hickman, President of Glasgow Rescue Squad; Sam Crickenberger, Rockbridge County Director of Community Development; Wayne Cash, member of Glasgow Rescue Squad; Jean Clark, Director of Tourism for Lexington-Rockbridge County; Rabia Sandridge, The Rockbridge Advocate; Mr. Mays, Twin River Outfitters; Glasgow Sgt. Jeff Grimm; Glasgow STP Supervisor Jeff Rankin; Glasgow Public Works Supervisor Armond “Hammer” Falgoust; Roberta Anderson, The News-Gazette.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Ruby Clark, followed by a brief prayer.

Mayor Sam Blackburn called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Public Comment Period:
No comments.
Review of Minutes:
The Council was presented with the Minutes from the January 11, 2011 Council meeting.  There were no comments.  
Motion made by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Roger Funkhouser to approve the minutes as presented.  
Carried by unanimous voice vote.   
Consideration of Bills:
No comments.      

Motion by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Mike Turner to pay bills listed and any other bills that may come up this month.

Carried by unanimous voice vote.

New Business:
Rescue Squad Report – Annual report given by Robert Hickman, President. (See attached report #1.) 

Fire Department Report – Could not be here; will be at the March 2011 meeting to give annual report.

Committee/Commission Reports:
Parks and Recreation Committee - Roberta Lyle stated the Parks and Recreation Committee met Thursday, January 20, 2011.  Mrs. Lyle stated several dates have been set for 2011:  Friday, July 22, 2011 – first “Music in the Park; Saturday, October 1, 2011 – Gospel Concert sponsored by local churches.  Mrs. Lyle stated the next Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting will be Thursday, February 17, 2011 @ 6PM @ Glasgow Town Hall.

Sewer and Water Committee - Councilor Funkhouser stated the Sewer and Water Committee Tuesday, February 1, 2011, with Town Manager Spitzer, STP Supervisor Jeff Rankin, Public Works Supervisor Armond Falgoust, Councilors Funkhouser and Wood attending.  Councilor Funkhouser gave the long-term improvements to Council the Committee is working on.  (See attached report #2.)  The Committee’s next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 1, 2011.  Councilor Funkhouser stated Town staff met with outside engineers on February 2, 2011 and will give report at March 1 meeting.  

Ordinance Committee – Town Manager Spitzer stated he would like to form an Ordinance Committee, listed in Town Ordinances, with himself and two (2) Council members.  Council agreed.  Councilors Monica Dock and Roger Funkhouser volunteered to be on the Committee.  Councilor Funkhouser suggested adding several citizens.  Town Attorney Simons stated the public hearing would give citizens the chance to comment, etc.    

Police Activity Report:
Sgt. Grimm stated his January 2011 report is included in Council’s packets.  Sgt. Grimm stated he is doing a program at Natural Bridge Elementary School and the Preschool in March regarding gun safety.  Children will receive packets to take home to parents, including gun locks.  Sgt. Grimm stated gun locks will also be handed out at Glasgow Grocery Express.  Sgt. Grimm stated Community Watch is starting a program called “Bears on Patrol” for children involved in accidents or are victims.  “Bears on Patrol” is an official non-profit supported by law enforcement agencies across the country.  Rockbridge County will be receiving 50 bears, and anyone can go to the website and make a donation.  

Councilor Clark asked about a complaint Sgt. Grimm answered regarding feeding of wild cats on January 13, 2011.  Sgt. Grimm stated if this is done on Town property, it is littering.  Sgt. Grimm stated he would encourage citizens to not feed stray cats or dogs.

Old Business:

River Access – Sam Crickenberger, Rockbridge County Director of Community Development, stated he has now been working with CSX for one (1) year to donate a strip of land on the James River to the Town of Glasgow.  Mr. Crickenberger stated detailed information is in the packet given to Council, including what Botetourt is doing.
Councilor Funkhouser stated the Upper James River Waterway Project needs guidance and suggestions from the Town.  Mr. Funkhouser stated he would like Council to adopt this as a guide.  (See attached report #3.)  Mr. Funkhouser stated Glasgow would initially be in charge of the land when receive land from the railroad.  Council agreed to this; no motion necessary at this time.  Town Manager Spitzer suggested Council look at this project in depth in one of their upcoming work sessions.

Jean Clark, Director of Tourism for Lexington-Rockbridge County, briefly went over packets Council received, emphasizing the Geocaching in the County that includes Glasgow.  Mrs. Clark presented Mayor Blackburn with a plaque for allowing geocaching to be placed in Glasgow.  

Well Update – Town Manager Spitzer stated he has not heard from the VDH regarding this but should soon.

Nuisance Ordinance and Inoperable Vehicles – Town Attorney Simons stated he made the changes requested by Council and this was advertised in the newspaper.  Mr. Simons stated this could be put on the agenda for the March 2011 meeting for a public hearing, and if no opposition, Council can vote to adopt at the March 2011 meeting.

New Business:  (continued)
Jeff Rankin – class – STP Supervisor Jeff Rankin thanked Council for allowing him to attend a class in January in Salem on lab procedures.  Mr. Rankin stated he receives CPU’s for attending this class toward his water license.  

Fuel Tanks – Town Manager Spitzer stated he was notified by owner Alan Hostetter of C.C.’s Stop & Go that they will no longer have charge accounts for purchases of gas, etc.  Mr. Spitzer stated he is looking into the Town purchasing their own fuel tanks, and has talked to Dixie Gas and Rockbridge Co-Op.  Mr. Spitzer stated Dixie Gas gave him the price of $500 for a 250-gallon tank for diesel and $500 for a 500-gallon tank for gasoline.   Mr. Spitzer stated as long as the Town stays under 1,300 gallons, there are no requirements from DEQ.  Mr. Spitzer stated the Town could keep track by the use of security cameras, recording from the pumps, and/or the use of key and code.  

Motion by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Mike Turner to move forward purchasing two (2) tanks for the Town’s use.

Carried by unanimous voice vote.

Countywide Clean – Up – Town Manager Spitzer stated the County has set Saturday, March 26, 2011 for the annual countywide clean-up day.  Mr. Spitzer stated the Glasgow Ruritans participate in this every year.  Mr. Spitzer stated he would like to identify particular areas where cleaning is needed, i.e. ditches.  Mr. Spitzer stated Rebecca Welch handles the clean-up for the County and a Mr. Trump handles for VMI.  Mr. Spitzer stated he would like to have VMI send cadets to help clean the Glasgow area.
Auditors – Town Manager Spitzer stated Council needs to decide on using the same auditors again this year.  Councilor Funkhouser asked if the Town could reduce the cost for what the Town has been spending on Mary Earhart, who gets the Town’s information ready for  the auditors.  Mr. Funkhouser stated maybe Town staff can do more in-house so Mrs. Earhart would not have so much to do and therefore would not charge as much.  Mr. Spitzer stated Mrs. Earhart puts the information in the format the auditors use and the Town does not have access to that format.  Mayor Blackburn suggested getting bids.  Mr. Spizter stated that next year after the STP’s loan is paid off, an audit will not be required because of the size of the Town, unless the Town again borrowed another large sum of money.  

Motion by Mike Turner and Seconded by Monica Dock for Mr. Spitzer to get prices from other preparers for the audit.  

Carried by unanimous voice vote.

Employee Handbook – Revisions – Town Manager Spitzer stated the revisions he made explains in more detail what discipline would be for offenses; verbal and written would be done by Town Manager and Council would oversee suspension and terminations.  Mr. Spitzer stated in the old handbook, to give a verbal or written reprimand, the Manager has to call Council together and get permission before one is given to an employee.  

Motion by Monica Dock and Seconded by Ruby Clark to adopt the new version of the employee handbook revisions on disciplinary action.

Carried by unanimous voice vote.

VHDA – Town Manager Spitzer stated a request has been made from Skyline Manor to write a letter in support of them so they may get tax credits.

Motion by Monica Dock and Seconded by Ruby Clark for Town of Glasgow to send support letter to VHDA for Skyline Manor.

Carried by unanimous voice vote.

Spectrum Design – Town Manager Spitzer stated Spectrum Design will be doing an energy audit for the Town, which will go along with the grant the Town is trying to get for the new municipal building.

Class for Sgt. Grimm – Town Manager Spitzer stated Sgt. Grimm would like to attend a class in Williamsburg on sex crimes, being held March 8-11, 2011 at the cost of $150.  Mr. Spitzer stated Mr. Grimm proposed paying for his hotel room as his family will be going with him, and asks for the Town to pay for the class.  Mr. Spitzer stated Sgt. Grimm will get credits he needs every several years.

Motion by Monica Dock and Seconded by Ruby Clark to allow Sgt. Grimm to attend class in Williamsburg, with Sgt. Grimm paying for his hotel and the Town paying for the class.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

Budget Work Session & Other Meeting Dates – Town Manager Spitzer stated he would like to have budget work sessions completed by April 2011 so Budget Committee will have time to work on budget to present to Council at the May 2011 Council meeting.  Goal-setting session set for Monday, February 21, 2011 @ 4PM at Town Hall.  The three (3) budget work sessions will be set at this time. 
Councilor Clark asked for update on Fitzgerald trailer located on 7th Street.  Town Manager Spitzer stated the building is now on a platform.  Councilor Clark stated the Town needs to send regret letters to the first group of applicants for Town Manager.
Public dismissed at 8:30 PM for Council to go into Executive Session.

Motion by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Monica Dock to enter into Executive Session.

Motion by Monica Dock and Seconded by Roger Funkhouser to leave Executive Session.

Motion by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Mike Turner only talked about what supposed to when went into Executive Session.

Motion by Monica Dock and Seconded by Mike Turner to adjourn @ 9:00 PM.

Town Manager Spitzer asked if Council wants to put the old F150 up for bid.  Council stated yes. 
1

