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Minutes of Town Council Meeting
July 14, 2015
Glasgow Public Library
Council Members Present:  Sonny Williams, Roger Funkhouser, Mike Turner, Jeremy Kilgore, Andrea Bradley, Monica Dock
Also Present:  Mayor Ruby Clark, Town Manager Bill Rolfe, Administrative Assistant Jane Higginbotham, Town Attorney Tommy Simons.  
Guests Present: Reese McClanahan, WWTP Supervisor Jeff Rankin, Bob Kindle, Judy Loughhead.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Ruby Ogden Clark, followed by a brief prayer led by Councilor Jeremy Kilgore.  
Mayor Ruby Ogden Clark called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  
Public Comment:

A. Reese McClanahan – Building in Disrepair.  Mrs. McClanahan stated the Walker property at 709 8th Street has been vacant for over a year.  Mrs. McClanahan stated there are laws on the books that require Mr. Walker take care of his property and he is not doing it.  Mrs. McClanahan stated she is willing to help the Town to get this taken care of.  Mrs. McClanahan stated she has talked to two (2) Town Managers in the past, as well as two (2) Police Sgt.’s.  Mrs. McClanahan stated she cannot get anything done through Town Council.  Mrs. McClanahan stated she is asking Council to help with this situation.  Town Attorney Tom Simons stated the Town could send a nuisance ordinance violation letter.  Town Attorney Simons stated if the Health Department would say there is a health risk which constitutes a health menace to the Town and the residents, the Town could go to court, then have it torn down.  Town Attorney Simons stated it would cost the Town about $10,000-$12,000 to tear it down.  Councilor Monica Dock stated this property is costing the Town now.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated Judy Loughhead holds the note on the property.  Town Manager Rolfe stated Mrs. Loughhead would rather have the property sold for delinquent taxes so she can get some of her money back.  Town Manager Rolfe stated this property was listed with Rockbridge County to be sold at a tax sale in June, but then was never sold.  Town Manager Rolfe stated he has a delinquent real estate tax list with about 93 parcels and he would like to hire someone to sell some of this property.  Town Manager Rolfe asked Council if they would like Town Attorney Simons to pursue this.  Council stated yes.  Town Attorney Simons stated he will bring back several options for Council at the August 11, 2015 meeting.  Town Attorney Simons stated he will get a copy of Buena Vista’s new ordinance on derelict buildings and property.  Councilor Roger Funkhouser stated Town Attorney Simons also needs to get a copy of Buena Vista’s ordinance on inoperable vehicles and tighten Glasgow’s ordinance.  Town Manager Rolfe stated he knows of two (2) instances where people are living in businesses.  Town Attorney Simons stated he will check into this to see if the Town can enforce this through the zoning ordinances.  Town Attorney Simons stated a letter should be sent to the owner as he is responsible for the property.
B. Bob Kindle – Town Projects.  Mr. Kindle stated he wanted to thank Town Council for the improvements that have been made in Glasgow in the last two (2) years.  Mr. Kindle stated he wanted to tell Town Council what a good job they are all doing.

Consideration of Bills:
Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated the latest permit with DEQ for land applying requires $2 million insurance.  Town Manager Rolfe stated he went through VML, who got a policy through a third party for $5,113.75.  Town Manager Rolfe stated this is a state requirement.  WWTP Supervisor Jeff Rankin stated this covers any accident on roads, repair to land, legal fees, etc.  Mr. Rankin stated fees would have to be paid whether Glasgow land applied or a contractor was hired to do it.  
Motion by Jeremy Kilgore and Seconded by Mike Turner to approve bills and any other bills that come up during the month.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

Committee/Commission Reports:
A. Parks & Recreation Committee.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated the Parks & Recreation Committee has met several times.  Town Manager Rolfe stated there has been no success for “Music in the Park” this year because the bands are expensive and most are booked for the season.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the committee would like to have a community yard sale on Saturday, August 22, 2015 from 8:00 AM – 1:00 PM.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the spaces will be $10 each in advance and $15 per space the day of the event.  Town Manager Rolfe stated vendors for food and crafts will be invited.  Town Manager Rolfe stated he would like to have a Goodwill truck here for donations for anything left over.  Town Manager Rolfe stated a beer garden was also discussed.  Town Manager Rolfe stated it was decided that the fire department or the rescue squad could have a beer garden and the Town would not have to be responsible for it.  Town Manager Rolfe stated if there is a beer garden, the event could not be held on town-owned property.
B. Community Strong Committee.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated Community Strong met two (2) weeks ago and will meet again this Thursday, July 16, 2015 at Scotto’s.  Town Manager Rolfe stated October 16, 2015 has been picked to have some kind of ceremony for Jonathan Jarvis.  Town Manager Rolfe stated Mr. Jarvis was born in Glasgow and is head of the National Parks System.  It was suggested if Community Watch is brought back, it would be good for them to police the hiker shelter when there are problems.  

Old Business:

A. Town Sgt. Position.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated the applicant that Council wants to talk to will be available on July 21, 2015 @ 6:00 PM @ Town Hall for an interview.  Town Manager Rolfe stated he received an application from Fred Smith today before the Council meeting.  Council stated they would like to speak with Mr. Smith on July 21st also.  
B. Update on Water Improvement Project.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated by the end of this week, all meters will be installed except going up Blue Ridge Road.  Town Manager Rolfe the contractors are waiting to hear from VDOT to give the OK to close Blue Ridge Road on June 20, 2015 @ 9:00 PM until 6:00 AM on June 21, 2015 to put new lines in.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the Town will have to pay to rent the lights for the night.  Town Manager Rolfe stated water will be turned off to the whole Town.  Town Manager Rolfe stated if VDOT says this is not an emergency, the Town will have to advertise for two (2) weeks and we will lose our construction crew.
New Business: 
A. Mohawk Resolution.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated he has a Resolution for Mohawk Industries for 80 years of business in Glasgow.  Town Manager Rolfe stated Rockbridge County Board of Supervisors presented Mohawk with a Resolution the week before.
Motion by Monica Dock and Seconded by Roger Funkhouser to adopt Resolution to Mohawk Industries, Lees Carpets on eight (80) years business in the Town of Glasgow

Carried unanimous voice vote.

B. WWTP Biosolids Permit.  Approved under Consideration of Bills.
C. Automated Meter Reading.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated $30,000 had been put in the FY 2015-2016 Budget towards this.  Town Manager Rolfe stated an antenna goes on the truck top and we can bypass the FCC requirements.  Town Manager Rolfe stated this will cut the cost in half of reading meters manually.  Town Manager Rolfe stated we will be able to read the entire Town in about 15 minutes instead of one (1) week.  Council agreed to proceed with pursuing this process.
D. CSX Pedestrian Canopy @ Boat Landing.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated CSX has accepted the canopy structure.  Town Manager Rolfe stated is requesting payment of $8,000 (the original amount was $15,000).  Town Manager Rolfe stated the Town can finally get a permanent permit for this.

Motion by Jeremy Kilgore and Seconded by Sonny Williams to pay the $8,000 to CSX for the permanent permit for the pedestrian canopy at the boat landing.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

Other:
Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated he has submitted a grant application to the Department of Agriculture to build a farmer’s market.  Town Manager Rolfe stated we should hear by October that we will get $77,000 to build a farmer’s market for next year.
Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated he has a meeting next week with Rural Development to get the $30,000 grant toward the sewer project.

Councilor Roger Funkhouser stated the Town should submit all costs for the CSX pedestrian canopy to Rockbridge County and ask them to contribute to the payment toward the $8,000 fee as this benefits the whole county.

Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated he would like to thank the local Ruritan’s for building three (3) trash receptacles for the boat landing and two (2) more for the hiker shelter.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the Ruritan’s also want to build a canopy for the hiker shelter and possibly buy two (2) grills for the shelter.

Councilor Jeremy Kilgore stated a tree had fallen across Rt. 130 and wanted to know who is responsible for cleaning it up.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated VDOT requires the Town to get it out of the road and that is what we did.  Town Manager Rolfe stated it is VDOT’s responsibility to clean it up.

Councilor Monica Dock stated she would like a letter sent to the property owner for the abandoned house on Shawnee Street (Robert Camper) stating it is not secure and there are people living in it.

Councilor Sonny Williams asked if the Town is going to hire another employee.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe asked if he should advertise based on the new job description for public works from Springsted.  Council stated yes.  Town Manager Rolfe stated Springsted will be at the August 11, 2015 Council meeting and will have a copy of the draft personnel policy manual.
WWTP Supervisor Jeff Rankin stated June 2014 meter readings vs. June 2015 meter readings saw a 75% reduction in water usage and a 60% reduction in water usage at well #3.

Motion by Jeremy Kilgore and  Seconded  by Monica Dock to adjourn at 8:15 PM.
Carried unanimous voice vote.
________________________________________      _____________________________
Mayor                                                                           Clerk
