TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

July 8, 2008

Present:  Town Council members Barbara Early, Mike Turner, Tim Turner, Ruby Clark, Roger Bradley, Roberta Lyle; Town Manager Ryan Spitzer, Mayor Sam Blackburn, Town Secretary Jane Higginbotham.
Absent:  Tom Simmons, lawyer for Town of Glasgow
Guests:  Armond Falgoust, Marissa McClanahan, Bill Wells, Susan Pooley, Sarah Funkhouser; Shirley Edwards.
Meeting called to order by Mayor at 7PM.

Public Comment:  
A. Bill Wells stated that those who live in the Habitat homes are not screened; there is trash, dogs, etc. everywhere.  Mr. Wells stated that the fireworks on July 4th were disturbing and he couldn’t get any sleep.  He is presently remodeling a house and after started was told that an addition was not legal.  He spoke with the Town Manager about this.     
Review of Minutes:  
A. There were no corrections and/or additions to the minutes for the June 10, 2008 or the special meeting June 24, 2008.  Motion made by Ruby Clark to approve the minutes for June 10, 2008 meeting, and the minutes of the special meeting on June 24, 2008.   Seconded by Roberta Lyle, no opposed, motion carried.

Consideration of Bills:
A. Ruby Clark asked what a ferromagnetic locator was.  Ryan Spitzer said it is a 
                  sewer line detector and that it was included in this year’s budget.  Motion 

                  made by Roberta Lyle and seconded by Ruby Clark to pay all bills.  No 

                  opposed, motion carried.

Committee/Commission Reports:
A. Roberta Lyle stated she and the Parks and Recreation Committee would like 

to thank everyone who helped with “Music in the Park”.  Everyone was very
grateful and had a great time.

       B.       No reports from any other Committees or Commissions.

Police Activity Report:
A. “Music in the Park” – there were several incidents but Sgt. Propst was able to

keep them low key.  No one realized what was going on.

B. Inoperative vehicles – Ruby Clark asked how it was going regarding getting

rid of these vehicles.  She stated that the trailer park has a lot.  Sgt. Propst stated that the people are warned, they do just enough to get by legally, then

become inoperative again.  They are warned again, and the same thing happens
again, it is a gradual process.  There are several people around who like to

take them and turn them in for scrap metal.

C. 4th of July – Ruby Clark asked about the fireworks.  Sgt. Propst stated our ordinance regarding fireworks says                .  Sgt. Propst stated he gives a grace period up to 11PM, after that a noise violation.

D. Police car – Mayor Blackburn asked how the police car is working after the

work on it.  Sgt. Propst stated it is doing fine.  However, the battery has

drained again, possibly from the spotlight and the flashing light.  Barbara Early asked if the Ford dealer could find out where the draining of the battery is coming from.  Sgt. Propst stated they had tested it on every machine they have and could not find out where the drain is coming from.  He also stated that the VCR is not functioning properly.

Old Business:
A. Edmonia Lang – Ryan Spitzer stated that the Town of Glasgow decided that 

the lots were of no use to them because of their location.  B.G. Locher is in the process of buying the property.  The lots are currently separated by his property.  Mr. Spitzer stated that Mr. Locher had contacted Ms. Lang and they

are in the process of having the deeds transferred.

B. Boat ramp – Ryan Spitzer stated he had been in contact with Terry Bsulak.  

The Town of Glasgow has raised the $1,000 requested by Ms. Bsulak for the
cement for the ramp.  The money came from private donors.  Mr. Spitzer said that Ms. Bsulak has been in touch with the Virginia Department of Game & Inland Fisheries and they will hopefully begin the ramp some time in August, contrary to last week’s local papers, which stated that the project wouldn’t start for several years.

New Business:
A. Susie Pooly – Glasgow Merchants – Ms. Pooly stated that the Glasgow 

Merchants are asking for permission to hold a block party in the Knick Memorial Park on Friday, August 1, 2008 from 6:30 – 9:30 PM.  She stated that there will be food for sale, activities for the children, just like “Music in the Park”.  They have the band, Dixie Outlaws, playing.  This event will be a shared sponsorship from all Glasgow merchants.  Sgt. Propst stated that they need to be aware of all logistics regarding the parking, which is set up away from the crowd, and the blocking of streets for the handicapped parking.  He also stated that driving is not allowed on the basketball courts, and that there is a ‘no alcohol’ policy.  He said that surrounding areas are amazed that we have such a great turnout for an event like this and do not sell alcohol.    Sgt. Propst stated that he could adjust his schedule to be there for the event.  Mike Turner stated that they are also to be responsible for cleaning up afterward, and anything else that needs to be done to put the park back the way they found it.  Ryan Spitzer stated that if this request was passed by the Town Council, Ms. Pooly would have to come to him for permission to break the noise ordinance and permission to close the streets for parking.  Ruby Clark made a motion to let the Glasgow Merchants have a block party in Knick Memorial Park on Friday, August 1, 2008.   This was seconded by Roberta Lyle.  The motion carried.

B. Lees Carpets/Mohawk – Ryan Spitzer stated that he had received a request 2-3 

weeks ago for Mohawk to use the Town’s water.  They have one of their tanks that needs to be repaired and will have to be taken offline.  The original request was to use the water until the tank could be repaired.  However Mr. Spitzer stated that he had spoken with Dennis Dixon from Mohawk today, July 8, 2008, and the request could be permanent.  They use 235,000 gallons per day.  Mayor Blackburn stated that our pumps would be running all day.              asked why Mohawk would keep the tank offline.  Mayor Blackburn stated that they wanted to use our water to save them money and not have to fix the tank.  Mr. Spitzer stated that when he spoke with Mr. Dixon today, that Mr. Dixon           wasn’t sure if Mohawk management was going to ask us or not, but he was checking with the Town in case they decide to go that way.  Roger Bradley asked if this would limit our expansion and everyone agreed it would.  It was stated that if this request is approved, the Town Council would have to decide what to charge Mohawk, and that we could not handle this over a long period of time.  It was also stated that maybe Mohawk could lend us some engineers providing they pay for it.  We deal with Anderson & Associates.  Mr. Spitzer stated that Jeff Rankin said we could handle 250,000 gallons for a short period of time.  Barbara Early asked what Mohawk would do if they decided to not  repair their tank, and Mayor Blackburn stated that it would have to be taken offline, and they would have to use their other tank or purchase water from us for a short period time, which they have done occasionally in the past.  Roger Bradley stated that he would agree to a short period, but that the Town of Glasgow does not have the water supply to do this permanently.  Mike Turner stated that we want to remain in good standing with Mohawk.  Mr. Spitzer stated that he would get in touch with Mr. Dixon of Mohawk and let them know that we would agree to a short period of time only.  He stated that we could give Mohawk a timeframe in which to repair their tank and no more outside that timeframe.  Ruby Clark asked how long it would take for Mohawk to fix their tank.  Public Work’s Supervisor, Armond Falgoust stated that it would take a long time because their tank is underground.
        C.     Glasgow sign on Blue Ridge Road – Ryan Spitzer stated that the Glasgow sign 
                 going up the mountain on Blue Ridge Road has been stolen again.  The last 

                 time it was found over in a ditch.  This time it cannot be found.    The sign           

                 coming into Glasgow over the bridge on Route 130 is also missing.  Mayor 

                 Blackburn asked guest Shirley Edwards if her brother (Danny St. Clair) was 

                 physically able to make another sign, as he has been sick for awhile.  Mrs. 

                 Edwards stated that as far as she knew, her brother was fine now.  Mrs. 

                 Edwards stated that she would get in contact with her brother and have him

                 meet with the Town Manager.  Mr. Spitzer stated that we also have a 

                 directional sign missing and that it needed to be decided to have the Town 
                 sign replaced first or the directional sign.  It was decided that the sign on 

                 Route 130 could be replaced after the new bridge is completed.

C. Mr. McFadden – no show.

Conclusion:  Mayor Blackburn asked if any of the Town Council had any other comments before going into Executive Session.  

A. Roberta Lyle asked Ms. Pooley if the Glasgow Merchants had been in

contact with the Ruritans, as they are planning an event in the park on

September 11, 2008.  They want to do a chili cook-off and have a

community picnic.  Roger Bradley stated that he did not see a conflict.

Ms. Pooley stated that from the comments she hears from town citizens that a monthly event would be nice.  Mrs. Lyle stated that she just wanted to make sure there were no conflicts.  

B. Roger Bradley had no comments.

C. Ruby Clark stated that there are still many 18-wheelers all over town, trying to 
find their way to Mohawk.  Mr. Spitzer stated that they keep missing the sign that says Lees Carpets because the directional sign on Route 130 says Mohawk.  Ms. Clark asked Sgt. Propst if the Town of Glasgow has scooter laws.  Sgt. Propst stated that every scooter rider he had spoken with are obeying all laws i.e. having a sticker, lights on, and wearing a helmet.  Sgt. Propst stated that he had stopped one scooter for speeding and warned him that he had to obey all traffic laws, just as a car or truck.  Ms. Clark asked Sgt. Propst if we have a moped ordinance and Sgt. Propst stated that the two (2) mopeds in town are following all laws.  Ms. Clark asked about two-person scooters and if the rider on the back needs to wear a helmet.  Sgt. Propst stated that both riders need to have a helmet and that the person without the helmet would be the one to get a violation.  He also stated that it is the same with the seatbelt law – if a passenger in the car is not wearing a seatbelt, that person gets the violation, not the driver of the car.  Ms. Clark asked Sgt. Propst if the Town of Glasgow has an ordinance regarding golf carts and he stated that there is no ordinance currently, but if it becomes an issue it would be something the Town Council would have to address.  Sgt. Propst stated that he warns those with golf carts, just as he does those with riding lawn mowers, that they are not to be ridden on public roads as licensed vehicles.  
D. Tim Turner stated that when Ryan Spitzer spoke with the Virginia Department

of Game & Inland Fisheries, if he would request their assistance with trash barrels at the boat ramp.  Mr. Spitzer stated that he would do this.  

E. Mike Turner had no comments.

F. Barbara Early had no comments.

With no further comments, Mayor Blackburn dismissed the guests and went into Executive Session.

Motion made by Roberta Lyle and seconded by Ruby Clark to go out of executive.  Motion carried.  

With no further comments, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM by Mayor Blackburn.

July bills to be approved:  After discussion, motion made by Ruby Clark to pay May bills, seconded by Mike Turner, no opposed, motion carried.

Reports:  
1.  Parks & Recreation Committee – report given by Roberta Lyle.  Committee will have “Music in the Park” this year.  First scheduled event Fri., June 20th from 6:30-9:30 PM.  Band will be Soul Survivor.  Committee is working to get everything ready.  Their next scheduled meeting will be Thurs., May 22nd @ 6PM in Town Hall.
                

2.  Police Report – couple minor incidents in April, not comparable to other localities.  Still working on inoperable vehicles.  Have given several tickets.  Property close to Mohawk, owner has cleaned up.  Trying to get situation resolved.  Have made a priority.  Park activity increasing, but going well so far.  Graffiti from last year on tables.  Have had several complaints this year.  Tables were painted but some is bleeding through.  Several kids have been caught this year, took their tool away, gave a warning.  In future, work out with parents that must do community service/pay restitution for 1st offense instead of getting destruction of property charge on them.

Old Business:

1.  Purchase new police car – Major equipment used.  Old car has had regular maintenance.  Still not starting every time – one time when came out from court in Lexington and had to get Rockbridge Co. Sheriff’s department to get started; one time had prisoner in car and had to get Rockbridge Co. Sheriff to transport prisoner.  Needs new starter, fuel pump (possibly 2), converter clogging.  When start up, spits water out. 
If got new car talked about last month, would not make payments until 2009.  A different company (Ohio) offered $4,000 as is for old car.  Get $500 grant every year – would put towards equipment for new car.  Company rep from Richmond who spoke last month turned over to mfg. in Tennessee – would go there to get new car.  New car would need cage, light bar, then have equipment from old car transferred over.

Tabled for more discussion at end of meeting.

Cell Tower Update:
Clair Novak from Verizon – all parts on by May 15th – Verizon will be done by May 31st.  Wiring was actually finished today, May 13th.
Grant Fluoride Treatment:

Jeff applied for grant.  If invoice by September 1, 2008, will be fully reimbursed by the state.  The state (VDH) needs an answer by tomorrow, May 14th.  Thermo dual starter pump is needed eventually – this is one way to get paid through the state.  Would have to sign contract stating would purchase/send invoices by September 1, 2008.  Motion made by Tim Turner to sign agreement and purchase, Roberta Lyle seconded, no opposed, motion carried.

New Business:

1.  Increase septage fee:  Lexington increasing their septage fee.  Should increase ours also so they won’t bring theirs to us.  We should increase ours to .55 – would get approx. $5,000 more revenue a year.  Motion made by Roger Bradley to incorporate this change in 2008 Budget, seconded by Ruby Clark, no opposed, motion carried.
2.  Publish 2008 Budget:  Needs to be run 1 (one) time (7 days prior to meeting) and have 1 (one) public hearing @ June meeting (June 10, 2008) and adopted by July 1st (7 days after public meeting).  Sewer rate to be increased from $20 to $23/month.  Motion made by Roberta Lyle to publish 2008 Budget when needed (handled by Tom Simmons), seconded by Ruby Clark, no opposed, motion carries.  
3.  Street paving:  Is in this year’s budget (2007) to pave 13th Street and around corner to Kanawha Street to current paving.  $9,800 estimate from K & D & Sons Paving Company (they did last paving job).  Motion made by Tim Turner to go ahead with the paving, seconded by Ruby Clark, no opposed, motion carries.

Old Business (continued from earlier discussion):
1. Purchase new police car – need to decide who will work on vehicles (Courtesy Motors in Buena Vista has been sold).  No Dodge dealers in Rockbridge Co.  New police is 2007 Dodge Charger for $21,758.  Could get rental car for weekend and go to Tennessee or take a second driver.  Has a V6 engine, but runs on 4 when doing local driving.  No payment until 2009 Budget.  If don’t have funding then, give car back and no penalty, but will be without a car.  Life expectancy on police car is 9 (nine) years and car have now is 2003.  Need to find out who services other localities and stick with one service person.  There are 2 (two) vehicles ahead of new police car on replacement list, probably lawn mower, and Cherokee Jeep.  Need to go ahead and get fuel pump fixed on old car for now.  Need to take to a dealer to have work done.  Will set another meeting to look at vehicle replacement list.  Meeting set for Thurs., May 22nd @ 7PM, immediately following Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting at Town Hall.
Other Comments:
Grass @ Herpe Enclosures about 10” high.
Meeting adjourned @ 8:30 PM.

