TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

July 14, 2009
Present:  Town Council members Tracy Shafer, Roger Funkhouser, Mike Turner, Barbara Early, Ruby Clark.

Absent:  Roger Bradley (sick) 
Also Present:  Town Manager Ryan Spitzer, Mayor Sam Blackburn, Town Attorney Tom Simons, Town Secretary Jane Higginbotham. 
Guests:  Adam Funkhouser, Shane Watts, Roberta Lyle, Sarah Funkhouser, Billy Wells, lee Duke, Sonny Williams, STP Supervisor Jeff Rankin, Rev. Becky Crites with St. John’s Episcopal Church, Public Works Supervisor Armond “Hammer” Falgoust, County Supervisor for Natural Bridge District Hunt Riegel, Marisa McClanahan, Gloria Young, Roberta Anderson with The News-Gazette.
Meeting called to order by Mayor Blackburn at 7:00 PM.

Public Comment:  
1. Shane Watts – Mr. Watts stated he lives on Pocahontas Street and would like to have a block party July 18, 2009.  He stated there would be a pig roast and a DJ.  Mr. Watts stated the neighbors are in agreement.  Council asked if there would be fireworks and what time the music would be finished.  Mr. Watts stated there would be no fireworks, the event will be from 6:30 PM – 12 Midnight, and the music will be off at 11:30 PM.
2. Billy Wells – Mr. Wells stated he had recently bought a house at 1035 Kanawha Street and the Town had cut the water off.  Public Works Supervisor stated it was turned off because the previous owner’s account had been closed and he needed to come to Town Hall to open a new account.  Mr. Wells stated his brother had been told he could not go the boat ramp and fish as it was “no trespassing” there.
3. Lee Duke – Mr. Duke asked where the information regarding the article on the recent River Fest, which was in the quarterly newsletter, came from.  Town Manager Spitzer stated he had received the information from Town Council member Roger Funkhouser.
Review of Minutes:

1. No comments.  Minutes approved as presented for special meeting June 8, 2009 and regular meeting June 16, 2009.
Consideration of Bills:

1. On the bill for Boone Tractor, Ruby Clark asked what had happened to the lawn mower.  Town Manager Spitzer stated the axle had broken.  Motion made by Ruby Clark and seconded by Mike Turner to approve the bills.  Motion carried.
Committee/Commission Reports:

1. Parks and Recreation Committee – Chairperson Roberta Lyle stated the River Fest and “Music in the Park” were a success with approximately 1,500 people in attendance.  She stated there already is $500 toward a shelter for the hikers.  She stated the  Rescue Squad made $1,500, the Fire Department made $1,000, the Joppa Lodge did well but she did not know the amount.  The next “Music in the Park” will be Friday, August 7 from 6:30 – 9:30 PM.  The band will be Southern Company.  Mrs. Lyle stated there have been many remarks regarding the flags in town being faded, tattered, etc.  Parks and Recreation Committee would like to make several recommendations regarding this: 1-take money out of Parks and Recreation fund; 2- ask citizens to sponsor a flag pole, flag and plaque; 3- ask Council to consider paying for new flags.  The next Parks and Recreation Committee meeting will be Thursday, August 20, 2009 @ 6:00 PM.  Sarah Funkhouser stated the August 7th “Music in the Park” is being sponsored by SRRPDA.  Lee Duke asked why SRRPDA was not making the report to Town Council instead of the Parks and Recreation Committee.  Tracy Shafer asked Town Manager Spitzer if he had contacted SRRPDA about reporting to the Town Council.  Mr. Spitzer said no.  Marisa McClanahan stated she did not think she was going to be in town for the Town Council meeting to give a report from SRRPDA and so she made her report to the Parks and Recreation Committee last week at their meeting.  Mrs. McClanahan stated if she needed to give a report to the Town Council in the future she would do so.
2. Zoning Board Nominee – Ruby Clark and Mike Turner recommended Joyce Wyche.  Roger Funkhouser recommended Billy Davis @ 1126 Anderson Street.  Mayor Blackburn asked if these people had given their consent to be recommended for this nomination and had agreed to serve if elected.  Everyone stated yes.  Mayor Blackburn asked if should be voted on now or later.  Town Attorney Tommy Simons stated to have everyone write their vote down and turn it in.  Town Manager Spitzer stated Joyce Wyche will be the new member on the Zoning Board, finishing two years of a three-year term for Lee Early.
Police Report:

Mr. Spitzer stated there was one incident at the “Music in the Park” on Saturday, June 27th.  He stated it was handled by the Rockbridge County Sheriff’s Office and the person was taken out of the park.  Mr. Spitzer stated everything else went fine.
Old Business:

1. Schedule for cleaning ditches – Town Manager Spitzer and Public Works Supervisor Armond Falgoust made a priority list 
for inmate crews when they are scheduled for the Town.  Mr. Spitzer stated the list should take several years to complete at our current pace.  The list is from highest priority to least: 

1- Finish behind 7th Street

2- 6th Street along Mohawk 

3- Shenandoah Road from 7th Street to Blue Ridge Road

4- Ditch from the end of Anderson Street toward the cemetery

5- Shenandoah Road from 7th Street toward cemetery and from 6th Street north

6- Ditch across from the Moose Lodge toward the railroad tracks

Mr. Spitzer stated the crew has been currently working on 7th Street for the last two days, then will go to 6th Street at Mohawk, then Shenandoah Road from 7th Street to Blue Ridge Road.  They are scheduled to be in Glasgow again 
August 24-28, 2009.

2. New computer software – Mr. Spitzer stated the new computer was received yesterday from Dell.  He stated he had tried to

install the new software on the old computer and it would not run properly.  The new tower from Dell was shipped July 8th and will take 10-14 business days to get here.

3. Ordinances – deposits and late fees – Mr. Spitzer stated he is still working with Town Attorney Tom Simons on the 

wording.  These ordinances are for deposits to be required for renters and also for an increase in late fees.  Mr. Simons stated when the ordinance is written it probably will not have an amount included and he will probably combine the two ordinances into one.  Roger Funkhouser stated he wanted to move to monthly billing to those who are late only.  Mr. Simons stated the ordinance would be ready for Council to look at in the August 11, 2009 meeting.

4. Safety equipment – Mr. Spitzer stated VML offers an insurance grant on a yearly basis, first come first served.  The approximate cost for the equipment needed is $2,000 minus the $500 grant from VML if we get it.  Mr. Spitzer stated he needs Town Council’s approval to fill out the insurance grant to VML.  Tracy Shafer asked if this was included in this year’s budget.  Roger Funkhouser asked Mr. Falgoust how often the equipment would be used.  Mr. Falgoust stated anytime they are in a manhole.  Mr. Funkhouser asked if the Town will get reimbursed and Mr. Spitzer stated yes.  Mike Turner asked what Council needed to do and Mr. Spitzer stated he needed Council’s approval to buy the equipment and apply for the grant.  Motion made by Tracy Shafer and seconded by Roger Funkhouser to buy the safety equipment and for Mr. Spitzer to apply for the $500 insurance grant from VML.  Motion carried.  Equipment needed is:
1- harness (2) @ $44.55 each

2- lanyard (2) @ $55.66 each

3- tripod @ $656

4- winch @ $1,120

New Business:

1. Rockbridge Co. Supv. Hunt Riegel – Mr. Riegel stated Rockbridge County is considering no longer having county decals.  He stated if they do this they would raise the property tax and issue a permanent decal.  However, because Glasgow does not use county decals, they have several options.  One option is to raise the property tax and negotiate with Glasgow a lump sum to replace the decal money the Town would get.  Glasgow would still have their decals to keep up with.  Mr. Riegel stated the Town should be able to get the County’s PDF files to do this.  He stated the County supervisors are ready to move on this now but he wanted them to wait until he had a chance to talk to Glasgow and let them know what was going on.

2. Rev. Becky Crites – Rev. Crites thanked the Town of Glasgow for letting the St. John Episcopal Church participate in this 

year’s River Fest.  She said they made $2,232 for the carnival rides.  Rev. Crites then made a presentation to Town Council with a check to the Town of Glasgow for $2,232 to be used for the hikers, such as a shower, hiking facilities, etc.  Rev. Crites also offered any assistance to the Town from the congregation in helping with the facilities.  She stated Jane and Will Harris donated their equipment and time, about $5,00, to River Fest and asked everyone to sign a thank-you card to be sent to them.  She said she would leave the card at Town Hall.  Roger Funkhouser stated the Town should send a thank-you letter to Jane and Will Harris for their donation.  Lee Duke asked where the money would go.  Mr. Spitzer stated there is a separate fund for Parks and Recreation and the money will go there.  Mr. Duke asked who would decide what the money would be spent on.  Mr. Spitzer stated Town Council would vote on it per what St. John’s Episcopal Church asked the money be spent on.
3. 707 McCulloch – Mr. Spitzer stated this house has been abandoned for a long time.  It is owned by Jack Shifflett.  He 

stated the Berkstresser’s, who live next door, said there could be black mold there causing health problems.  Mr. Spitzer stated the County inspector will be coming to look at it.  He said Virginia State Code can make the owner(s) responsible, or after a period of time, would go to the Town.  Mr. Simons stated the Health Department and the Fire Marshall will also check it out for dangerous conditions, such as loose floor boards, etc.  Mr. Simons stated maybe the Town should wait to see if the federal government is going to do anything with the house, since it is involved in a recent federal case.  Mr. Simons stated Mr. Spitzer should go ahead and get the Health Department and the Fire Marshall to go in.  Tracy Shafer asked who would be going in as Fire Marshall and Mr. Simons stated it would be the closest Fire Marshall to this area, probably Roanoke.  He stated any expenses incurred doing this would be billed to the owner(s).
4. Septage truck – The approved Town budget for FY’09-’10 calls for the Town to purchase a septage truck for hauling 

biosolids and possible hauling of water for a new sewer jetter.  There is a 1994 which already has a tank and equipment.  It has 322,000 miles on it.  There is no warranty.  This would be a 3-year loan.  There is a 2004 flatbed in North Carolina that has 155,000 miles.  The company in North Carolina who has the truck would put the tank and equipment on.  The tank and equipment would have a warranty, the flatbed would not.  Question was asked how long a motor lasts and STP Supervisor Jeff Rankin stated 500,000 – 600,000 miles.  Mr. Rankin stated the Town spends about $20,000 per year putting down biosolids from a contractor.  Roger Funkhouser asked who would use the truck and Mr. Rankin stated himself, or one of the Public Works crew.  Mr. Rankin said it would be used around the STP.  He usually has to pay Hamilton Septic Service to do it.  Mr. Falgoust stated you can flush sewer lines up to 2,500 gallons of water with it.  He stated it is a good back-up to have for water if the Town gets the sewer jetter.  Mr. Spitzer stated he would recommend looking at the truck before it is purchased.  He said it is located in Greensboro.  Mr. Spitzer stated he is waiting on a quote from VRS and should be lower than what BB&T quoted.  He stated he would also look into self-financing.  Motion made by Roger Funkhouser and seconded by Tracy Shafer to send someone from the Town to look at the 2004 truck and if it checks out, a special meeting will be called to decide how to finance and purchase.  Motion carried.

5. Sewer jetter – Mr. Spitzer stated the Town’s sewer jetter is old.  He said Lexington is putting up one of theirs at the end of 
July.  Roger Funkhouser stated we should make an aggressive bid on this.  Mr. Falgoust stated this truck is up-to-date, is 
10 years old, and the pump has been rebuilt.  Motion made by Roger Funkhouser and seconded by Mike Turner to put a bid in on the sewer jetter.  Motion carried.

6. Jeff Rankin – report on HACH class – Mr. Rankin stated this class was review of water and waste water.  He said it was an 

information only class, not pass or fail.

 Council Comments:

1. Tracy Shafer – asked if there is “no trespassing” at the boat ramp.  Mr. Spitzer stated not from the Town.  He said the problem is people bringing furniture there, such as sofas, recliners, etc. and leaving them there.  
2. Roger Funkhouser – none.

3. Mike Turner – none.

4. Barbara Early – none.

5. Ruby Clark – Ms. Clark stated someone had tried to set the bark on fire in the park.  Ms. Clark stated the house at 
                1031Virginia Street will be auctioned off on July 30th at the County Court House.  She asked who would be responsible for  
     cutting the grass there.  Mr. Spitzer stated when the house is sold at auction, this will be part of the closing costs.  Ms. Clark 

     stated Pineland Trailer Park is starting to look a little better.  She asked who is supposed to mow the grass across from the 
     trailers.  Mr. Falgoust stated the Town does it but it has been very wet.  

6. Roger Funkhouser – asked who put the yellow tape across the house at 1031 Virginia Street.  Mr. Spitzer stated the bank 

     who has the foreclosure on it.

Other:

1. Roberta Lyle asked if Council is going to take action on the street flags.  Several have rips and are faded.  Motion made by 

Tracy Shafer and seconded by Mike Turner to table this until the next meeting.  Motion carried.

Executive Session

Motion made by Ruby Clark and seconded by Mike Turner to come out of Executive Session.
Motion made by Mike Turner and seconded by Barbara Early to offer the Town Sergeant position to Jeff Grimm.  Motion carried.  Mr. Spitzer stated he will give his two weeks notice to the Staunton City Sheriff’s Office.

With no further comments, the meeting was adjourned by Mayor Blackburn at 9:20 PM.

