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Minutes of Town Council Meeting
June 13, 2017

Glasgow Town Hall
Council Members Present:  Sonny Williams, Andy Ryan, Mike Turner, Andrea Bradley, Monica Dock
Absent:  Jeremy Kilgore
Also Present:  Mayor Ruby Clark, Town Manager Bill Rolfe, Sr. Admin. Assistant Jane Higginbotham, Town Attorney Tommy Simons, Town Sgt. Angel Poole 
Guests Present:  Bob Kindle, “Shorty” Berkstresser, Roberta Lyle, Kit Huffman with the News-Gazette, Natalie Harris, Lynda Miller, Chris Flint, Jeff Rankin, Robert Humphreys, Jr
The Pledge of Allegiance and a brief prayer were led by Mayor Ruby Clark.  
Mayor Ruby Clark called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  
Public Comment:

A. Lynda Miller.  Mrs. Miller read the following prepared statement:  “On December 8th, I stood before you, urging the Town of Glasgow to meet with the County of Rockbridge Board of Supervisors to lower our Real Estate and Personal Property Taxes, doing this to off-set the taxes that OUR Citizens pay twice.  First of all, let me once again, give you the definition of DOUBLE TAXATION.  DOUBLE TAXATION occurs when a tax is imposed on the same asset, income stream, or transaction.  Another definition explains, when a tax is paid more than once on the same taxable income or assets.  We are the only Town or municipality in Rockbridge County that pays two taxes on the same things.  (Being Real Estate and Personal Property Taxes).  Years ago, the Citizens of Glasgow could afford to pay the two taxes, our water bills were $5.00 from 1961, when my family first moved to Glasgow and even when I left in 1993.  Even after building, the new water treatment plant, we still maintained as being one of the most financially secured Town in Virginia.  Our water bills have increased over the years, being a minimum of $63.00 to over $200.00.  Yes, water is being lost, and it’s going to be up to the land owners, at their expense, to fix any and all leaks!  How is the Town planning on repaying all this money back #1, being the 2.8 million dollars interest loan to the taxing authority, thank God, the Virginia Dept. of Health paid thru a grant of $495,000.00.  Then there is the revamping of the sewer lines, at a low interest loan of $951,000.00 and again with a grant of 2.7 million dollar grant.  There are other applications for grants, but local matching is required.  I see that ROCKBRIDGE County agreed paying $45,450.00 towards the $77,000.00 rain garden.  Note, the county is not paying $100% of these costs and other costs as well.  So to sum it up, we would like for the Town of Glasgow, to go before the Rockbridge County Board of Supervisors and request since the Citizens of Glasgow are not receiving services at a 100% by either locality, the Town requests to adjust what ever Citizens pay the Town of Glasgow, those amounts come off the Rockbridge County Treasure’s Taxes.  There is a difference in legal opions whether this can be done, therefore I have calls out to Ben Cline, and Bob Goodlatte.  D.D. Hinty has stated to me today, no one has approached the board.  I am sorry that when I went on Rockbridge County’s Board of supervisors website, their budget was there, but I could not see how much money actually is budgeted to their expenses.  Ironically, I couldn’t see Town of GLASGOW budget, as the Website has not been undated since 2013.  Which is pitiful.  NOT ONE council member, nor you, Mayor, have their emails available to your constituents.  As far as Citizens wanting to communicate, please bring back, public comment, and mayor, it is your job to keep the comments from getting out of hand.  I hope you will comment, because, if I wait for a phone reply or something in writing, I have been here many times before without getting an answer to a problem.  I beg council to speak up….You were elected to represent the people.  Thank you!”
B. Billie Wells.  Not in attendance.

C. Roberta Lyle.  Mrs. Lyle thanked Town Council for what they have done.  Mrs. Lyle stated she would like for the Community Center to be considered in the new budget as they have leaks in the roof.  
D. Natalie Harris.  Mrs. Harris stated when there is a heavy rain water is standing in her yard.  Mrs. Harris stated she spoke with Town Manager Bill Rolfe today and he is working with Mr. Gerry Locher about opening up some ditches.  Mrs. Harris stated grass in the alleys has not been mowed and it is the Town’s responsibility to keep the alleys clear.
Review of Minutes:
Motion by Mike Turner and Seconded by Andrea Bradley to approve the minutes for
 Regular Council Meeting May 9, 2017 and Budget Workshop May 22, 2017
Carried unanimous voice vote.

Consideration of Bills:

No bills this month.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated Council has a copy of the check register from May 9, 2017 thru June 9, 2017.
Police Report:
Town Sgt. Angel Poole stated she had 37 calls for service; 778 miles; 10 citizen assists;  one (1) arrest; served one (1) PO; wrote 11 traffic summons/parking tickets; gave out seven (7) warnings; did 11 business checks; spoke to the girls softball team at Knick Field; spoke at the Ruritan Club.  Sgt. Poole stated she gave out 14 warnings on inoperable vehicles from Blue Ridge west to the town limits and all complied.  Sgt. Poole stated a lot of people are complying before a notice is being given.  Sgt. Poole stated there have been many buzzard complaints.  Sgt. Poole stated Chad Fox with the U. S. Department of Agriculture came to see her and gave her other options to this problem.  Sgt. Poole stated she is using 15mm bangers and screamers every evening until they are gone.  Sgt. Poole stated she can also shoot them with a paint ball gun.  Sgt. Poole stated she is shooting them while they are roosting in the trees.  Sgt. Poole stated she was given a paintball gun and paintballs to use, at no charge to the Town, from Stonewall Paintball.    
Committee/Commission Reports:
None.
Old Business:

None.
New Business:

A. Official Appointment to Rockbridge County Jail Commission.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated Vicky Huffman, attorney for Rockbridge County, needs a copy of minutes officially appointing the Glasgow seat on the Rockbridge County Jail Commission.  Town Manager Rolfe stated this has not been done in the past.  Town Manager Rolfe stated all Glasgow Town Sergeants’ have held this seat after the late Sam Blackburn came off the Commission.
Motion by Monica Dock and Seconded by Mike Turner to appoint Town Sgt. Angel Poole to serve on the Rockbridge County Jail Commission as the Town of Glasgow’s representative.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

B. Authorization to Advertise Draft FY 2018 Budget and Set Public Hearing for July 11, 2017.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated Town Council has a copy of the chart with current rates and new rates proposed for FY 2019.

Motion by Monica Dock and Seconded by Andrea Bradley to authorize advertising the Draft FY 2018 Budget and to set the Public Hearing for July 11, 2017.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

C. Authorization to Advertise Proposed Changes to Chapter 6, Finance and Taxation, Water Usage Increase and Sewer Usage and Rate Changes for Commercial Accounts, Inside and Outside Corporate Limits to be Effective July 2017.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated gallons allowed for commercial accounts inside and outside corporate limits will be increased from 1,000 gallons to 2,000 gallons effective July 2017.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated the sewer usage rate for commercial accounts inside corporate limits will be increased from $30.00 per first 1,000 gallons to $30.00 per first 2,000 gallons effective July 2017.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated the sewer usage rate for commercial accounts outside corporate limits will increase from $35.00 per first 1,000 gallons to $35.00 per first 2,000 gallons effective July 2017.

Motion by Sonny Williams and Seconded by Mike Turner to advertise the proposed changes to Chapter 6, Finance and Taxation, water usage increase and sewer usage and rate changes for commercial accounts, inside and outside corporate limits to be effective July 2017.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

D. Authorization to Advertise Proposed Changes to Chapter 6, Finance and Taxation, Sewer Rate Changes for Residential and Commercial Accounts, Inside and Outside Corporate Limits to be Effective July 1, 2019 to Comply with Requirements of USDA Rural Development Grant Program.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated the sewer base rate for residential accounts inside corporate limits will increase from $30.00 unlimited gallons to $32.08 per first 3,000 gallons and to $1.30 per 1,000 gallons after base effective July 1, 2019.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the sewer base rate for residential accounts outside corporate limits will increase from $35.00 unlimited gallons to $41.00 gallons per first 3,000 gallons and to $3.30 per 1,000 gallons after base effective July 1, 2019.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the sewer base rate for commercial accounts inside corporate limits will increase from $30.00 per first 2,000 gallons to $32.08 per first 2,000 gallons and from $1.00 per 1,000 gallons after base to $2.30 per 1,000 gallons after base effective July 1, 2019.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the sewer base rate for commercial accounts outside corporate limits will increase from $35.00 per first 2,000 gallons to $41.00 per first 2,000 gallons and from $2.00 per 1,000 gallons after base rate to $3.30 per 1,000 gallons after base effective July 1, 2019.

Motion by Sonny Williams and Seconded by Andrea Bradley to authorize to advertise proposed changes to Chapter 6, Finance and Taxation, sewer rate changes for residential and commercial accounts, inside and outside corporate limits to be effective July 1, 2019 to comply with requirements of USDA Rural Development Grant Program.

Carried unanimous voice vote. 
E. Authorization to Advertise Proposed Changes to Chapter 6, Finance and Taxation, Increase Outside Vendor Septage Disposal Rates to be Effective July 1, 2019.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated outside vendor septage disposal rates will increase from $70.00 per 1,000 gallons to $72.00 per 1,000 gallons to be effective July 1, 2019.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the septage disposal rate for Rockbridge County PSA will increase from $8.10 per 1,000 gallons to $8.15 per 1,000 gallons to be effective July 1, 2019.
Motion by Monica Dock and Seconded by Mike Turner to authorize to advertise proposed changes to Chapter 6, Finance and Taxation, increase outside vendor septage disposal rates to be effective July 1, 2019.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

F. Approval of the Draft Source Water Protection Plan for the Town of Glasgow.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated this plan covers areas around the Glasgow’s two (2) drinking water wells and establishes protection zones around them to use  common sense practices in protecting our ground water sources from contamination.  Town Manager Rolfe stated adoption of this plan is required by the Virginia Department of Health (VDH).  Town Manager Rolfe stated adoption of this plan authorizes the Town to apply for two (2) 100% grants with VDH to 

1) seal off two (2) abandoned wells, and 2) replace sewer laterals within the wellhead protection area.  Town Manager Rolfe stated an engineering firm did the applications at no cost to the Town of Glasgow.  
Motion by Andrea Bradley and Seconded by Sonny Williams to adopt the Draft Source Water Protection Plan for the Town of Glasgow.

Carried by unanimous voice vote.
Council Comments on Public Comments:
A. Lynda Miller.  Councilor Monica Dock stated the tax code is written in the Town Charter and changes would have to go through the state legislature.  Mrs. Miller stated she wants to change the tax rules.  Mrs. Miller stated she was told by D. D. Hinty, Natural Bridge District representative on the Rockbridge County Board of Supervisors, that this cannot be done.  Mrs. Miller stated Mr. Hinty said no one from the Town of Glasgow has talked to the Board of Supervisors about this.  Mrs. Miller stated there is no economic stability in the Town of Glasgow.  Mrs. Miller stated her son has been trying to sell his house and cannot.  Mrs. Miller stated houses are not being sold in Glasgow.  Mrs. Miller stated Glasgow is going to be in the same financial situation as Buena Vista.  Town Attorney Tom Simons stated every town in the state of Virginia struggles with this.  Town Attorney Simons stated it is not really double taxation.  Town Attorney Simons stated the Virginia Constitution, Article 10, Section 58 allows this type of taxation.  Town Attorney Simons stated towns and counties provide different services.  Town Attorney Simons stated Rockbridge County provides education, court system, 911 emergency services, fire and rescue, landfill, jail; the Town of Glasgow provides water, sewer and trash services, extra law enforcement, and the brush and debris pick-up is at no extra expense to residents.  Mrs. Miller stated there was an agreement made years ago between Rockbridge County and the Town of Glasgow.  Councilor Monica Dock stated years ago Glasgow was not doing any maintenance on water lines, sewer lines, wastewater treatment plant, etc., and that is why there was money in the bank.  Councilor Dock stated there was no money set aside for maintenance, repairs, replacement, etc. for water and sewer lines, or the wastewater treatment plant.  Councilor Dock stated that is why the water bill was only $5.00 for so long. Mrs. Miller stated Glasgow residents should be getting more services from Rockbridge County.  Town Attorney Simons stated Glasgow should go to Rockbridge County and ask for help more often with projects in Glasgow as they benefit the County as well as Glasgow.  “Shorty” Berkstresser stated he has talked to his brother, Bobby Berkstresser, about helping the Town of Glasgow get a bank in the old bank building or another business.  Mrs. Miller stated the Town has never tried to get another bank in Glasgow after BB&T left several years ago.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated he sent out about 20 letters asking banks to come to Glasgow.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the only bank who expressed interest was Cornerstone.  Town Manager Rolfe stated after looking at the building, Cornerstone stated people are doing online banking and banking on their phones now, and that this new generation does not go to brick and mortar businesses.  Natalie Harris stated the Town needs a professional webmaster to keep the Town’s website up-to-date.  Lynda Miller stated Town Council and the Mayor do not use their town emails.  Town Manager Rolfe stated some Council members do not have computers.  Mrs. Miller stated Council needs to get with the times.   
B. Roberta Lyle.  Mrs. Lyle stated the Community Center is asking for additional funding for the Community Center.  Mrs. Lyle stated the last time a roof was put on was in the 1980’s.  Mrs. Lyle stated they are requesting $4,000.00.  Councilor Monica Dock stated Council will need to look at the budget first to see what is available.  Mayor Ruby Clark stated this will be tabled until the July 11, 2017 meeting.  
Other:
Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated to Council the Farmer’s Market is ready to have the roof put on and the electrical work is being done.  Lynda Miller asked how this was allowed to be built as it is located in the flood zone.  Town Manager Rolfe stated that FEMA approved the project because the building is not enclosed and that all electrical is one (1) foot above the 100 year flood plain per the building code.
Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated Council has in the budget for a part-time employee.  Town Manager Rolfe stated he wants to take that money plus what is currently being paid to part-time employee Donna Conner to hire a full-time employee.  Town Manager Rolfe stated Mrs. Conner will be here until mid-September.  Council concurred.

Councilor Monica Dock stated Friday, June 23, 2017 is the Bike Virginia event in Glasgow.  Councilor Dock stated the Community Center will be manning the booth handing out water from 12:00 Noon – 5:00 PM.  

Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated the Antique Automobile Association of America is taking a day trip from Roanoke to Natural Bridge in July and will be coming to Glasgow for lunch at the Glasgow Baptist Church.  Town Manager Rolfe stated Pastor Kilgore is coordinating the event with Jean Clark with the Rockbridge County Tourism Board to provide the lunch.

Mayor Ruby Clark stated the next Council meeting will be July 11, 2017 at the Library.  
Mayor Clark stated Town Hall will be closed Monday and Tuesday, July 3-4, 2017 for Independence Day.  
Mayor Clark stated Town Manager Bill Rolfe will be on vacation June 30 – July 10, 2017.  
Mayor Clark stated she has been to visit the hiker hostel in Glasgow.  Mayor Clark stated it is a very nice facility and encouraged everyone to visit it.  
Mayor Clark stated Council needs to work on the noise ordinance.  Glasgow Town Sgt. Poole stated she does not have a decimeter and cannot enforce the current ordinance.  Town Sgt. Poole stated Rockbridge County has a very simple ordinance she would like to use.

Motion by Monica Dock and Seconded by Mike Turner to adjourn.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.
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