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Minutes of Town Council Meeting
June 14, 2011
Glasgow Public Library
Council Members Present:  Susan Wood, Roger Funkhouser, Mike Turner, Monica Dock, Ruby Clark, Boyd Walker.
Also Present:  Town Manager Ryan Spitzer, Mayor Sam Blackburn, Town Secretary Jane Higginbotham, Town Attorney Tom Simons, Town Sgt. Jeff Grimm, Town Public Works Supervisor Armond Falgoust, STP Supervisor Jeff Rankin.
Guests Present:  Reporter for Rockbridge Advocate; Sonny Williams; Edie Watts; Sadie Claytor; Lee Duke; Sarah Funkhouser; Randolph Johnson; Patte Wood, The Rockbridge Weekly; Steven Drayse; Carol Chrycy; Tom McFadden; Billy Wells; Larry Spangler; “Shorty” Berkstresser; Reeese McClanahan; Roberta Lyle; Lynda Miller; Lisa Rogers; Roberta Anderson, The News-gazette. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Ruby Clark, followed by a brief prayer.

Mayor Sam Blackburn called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Public Comment Period:
Billy Wells stated   …  blah,blah,blah
Public Hearing – FY 2011 Budget:

Lee Duke stated he had not seen a copy of the proposed FY 2011 Budget.  Town Manager Spitzer stated it had been advertised for two (2) weeks in the newspaper and copies were available in Town Hall.  Reese McClanahan asked what services she could expect in return for raising the RE tax, and that if she had to pay more, what expenses would the Town be cutting.  Tom McFadden asked what the total budget for FY 2011 is.  Reese McClanahan asked about the Town going back to Rockbridge County, eliminating double taxes.  Lee Duke asked why the Town has to stay revenue-neutral.  Reese McClanahan stated the road to the river has been packed on weekends with parking and asked about allotting some of the land for parking and charging a fee.  Mr. Spitzer stated the DGIF is in control of it and the land up to the river belongs to Mr. Locher except for the right-of-way.  Mrs. McClanahan stated many cities and towns use their riverfront as a revenue center and Glasgow does not.  Patte Wood with the Rockbridge Weekly stated ???? is working on a long-term plan to bring tourism in to Glasgow.
Public Hearing – Article VI Sec. 2-60:
Town Manager Spitzer stated Glasgow advertised to rescind the section of Town Code stating the Fire Department and Rescue Squad are integral part of the Town.
Review of Minutes:
Councilor Walker stated that at the May 19, 2011 work session, Council discussed the trailer park and the mess that has not been cleaned up from the abandoned/removed trailers, and that Town Attorney Simons was to write a letter to Mrs. Loughhead about this.  Mr. Simons stated ????????????
Motion made by Monica Dock and Seconded by Mike Turner to approve the minutes as presented.  
Carried by unanimous voice vote.   

Consideration of Bills:
Councilor Clark asked what $620 to Central Shenandoah Criminal Justice was for.  Town Manager Spitzer stated it is for Sgt. Grimm’s recertification classes. 
Motion by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Monica Dock to pay bills listed and any other bills that may come up this month.

Carried by unanimous voice vote.

Committee/Commission Reports:
A – Planning Commission – Barking Ordinance:  Town Manager Spitzer stated the Planning Commission wants Town Council to look at the proposed barking ordinance they have worked on.  Councilor Walker asked if the proposed ordinance will be enforceable.  Councilor Funkhouser and Mayor Blackburn stated it needs to be more detailed and specific.  Sgt. Grimm stated Rockbridge County will not enforce this ordinance the way it is now written.  Sgt. Grimm stated the Town would  have to purchase a decimeter that is approved by the Court.  Lee Duke asked if the people making the complaint(s) would have to appear in court.  Town Attorney Tom Simons stated yes, they would have to testify.

Motion by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Mike Turner for Council to table this issue until further notice.
Motion Carried by voice vote 5-1.  Councilor Wood dissenting vote.  

B – Water & Sewer Committee – RFP:  Town Manager Spitzer stated the Water & Sewer Committee will be meeting Thursday, June 16, 2011 to look at the proposals received and to consider a recommendation to Council.  Mr. Spitzer stated the committee is looking for an engineering firm that will consider upgrading the water and sewer system, look at water meters, write grants, etc.
Police Activity Report:
Sgt. Grimm stated Council had a copy of his monthly report in their packets, and reported the following:  

1.  Emergency Services Day was a success, even though there was a low turnout from  local residents.  Sgt. Grimm stated one reason could be because the location was moved this year from Knick Field to the carnival grounds and the old Natural Bridge High School.  Sgt. Grimm stated work has already begun on ES Day for next year.

2.  The Town will be changing the speed limit from 25 MPH to 15 MPH on dead end roads.

3.  Riverfest and the carnival were a success and there were no fights.

4.  Suggestion made from the hikers that a more secure donation box be put at the hiker shelter.

5.  Sgt. Grimm suggested only one (1) big event in Town per week as he had to rely on Rockbridge County Sheriff’s Office for help.

6.   Sgt. Grimm stated residents need to keep close watch on bank accounts for fraud by magazine companies as there have been two (2) cases already in Glasgow.  Sgt. Grimm stated BB&T Fraud Department is already investigating. 
Old Business:

A. Appalachian Trail Community – Town Manager Spitzer stated there are only six (6) towns in the United States that have this designation.  Mr. Spitzer stated the only cost to Glasgow would be a $45 fee for signage, etc.  Mr. Spitzer stated Glasgow would be on the cutting edge and stated Buena Vista was interested in going in with Glasgow as a partner to pool resources i.e. advertising, etc.
Motion by Monica Dock and Seconded by Boyd Walker for Glasgow to become involved with venture.

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

B. LODA – VML/VRS and Article VI – 
Town Attorney Tom Simons stated a motion needed to be made to rescind Article VI from Glasgow Town Ordinance.

Motion by Mike Turner and Seconded by Susan Wood to rescind Article VI from Glasgow Town Ordinance.

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

Town Manager Spitzer stated Council needed to decide to go with VML or VRS with the Line of Duty coverage for Sgt. Grimm.  Mr. Spitzer stated VML is cheaper at $230 per year, with VRS being $238 per year.  Mr. Spitzer stated Council would have to sign a resolution.

Motion by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Roger Funkhouser to go with VML for Line of Duty coverage for Sgt. Grimm at $230 per year.

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.
C.  Chapter 6 – Finances and Taxes – Town Attorney Tom Simons stated he will look over the changes made to make sure it meets State Code, then will send to Town Manager Spitzer, then advertise for public hearing in July 2011.

 New Business:  

A. FY 2011-2012 Budget -
Motion by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Mike Turner to approve the FY 2011-2012 Budget as presented.

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

B. Tony McFaddin – Property – Mr. McFaddin stated he bought his property in 2005 and has spent $60,000 - $70,000 making improvements to the property.  Mr. McFadden stated no one knows where the Glasgow property line is and someone needs to have it surveyed.

Mr. McFaddin stated it was surveyed last in 1994 by the previous land owner and the survey showed the land in Rockbridge County.  Town Attorney Tom Simmons stated Council is going to have to decide what to do.  Mr. Simons stated the land needs to be surveyed to get a definite line to establish with the County.  Mr. Simons asked for 30 more days and he will have an answer for Council at the July 12, 2011 meeting.
C.  Sarah Funkhouser – Mrs. Funkhouser stated she and Lisa Rogers had approached Council at the March Council meeting to get permission to use Knick Field for two (2) softball tournaments.  Mrs. Funkhouser stated the June 4th,5th dates had to be rescheduled for July, and there is to be an end-of-season tournament in August.  Mrs. Funkhouser thanked Council for the use of the field for softball; however, she stated she had received an e-mail stating that the concession would be run by the Parks and Recreation Committee and funding would go to them, and no one else could use the concession stand.  Mrs. Funkhouser stated that since she had been given permission to use the field in March that SRRPDA (sponsor of softball) should be able to use the concession stand for their events.  Council agreed.

D.  Robinson, Farmer & Cox – Town Manager Ryan Spitzer stated he received an engagement  letter from Robinson, Farmer & Cox to do the audit again this year.  
E. “Shorty” Berkstresser – Mr. Berkstresser requested a pedestrian crosswalk on Blue Ridge Road from Skyline Manor to the Dollar General Store.  Town Manager Spitzer stated he would have to check with VDOT on the requirements.  Sgt. Grimm stated VDOT would probably have to do a study.

Motion by Roger Funkhouser and Seconded by Mike Turner for Town Manager Ryan Spitzer to contact VDOT regarding a crosswalk on Blue Ridge Road.

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.
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