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Minutes of Town Council Meeting
June 19, 2012
Glasgow Public Library
ROUGH DRAFT
Council Members Present:  Susan Wood, Roger Funkhouser, Mike Turner, Ruby Clark, Caleb Keckler.
Absent:  Monica Dock (out sick)

Also Present:  Town Manager Ryan Spitzer, Mayor Sam Blackburn, Town Secretary Jane Higginbotham, Town Attorney Tom Simons, Glasgow Public Works Supervisor Armond Falgoust.  

Guests Present:  Billy Wells, Yvonne Reed, Julia Snow, Sonny Williams, Reese McClanahan, Boyd Walker, Roberta Lyle, Christina Bennington, Elise Johnson, Loretta Wade, Stephen Moore, Stanley Wright, Doris Wright, Roberta Anderson with The News-Gazette, Patrick Stump, John Hill, Adrian Watts, Mike Watts, James Reed.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Ruby Clark, followed by a brief prayer.

Mayor Sam Blackburn called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Public Comment Period:  

Billy Wells stated ……………………..
Julia Snow, Yvonne Reed’s daughter, spoke regarding a letter from Mrs. Reed to Council regarding rain flooding homes on Blue Ridge Road.

Public Hearing:
A.  Budget:  Boyd Walker, representative for the Food Pantry, thanked Council for including the Food Pantry in the coming year’s budget.  Mr. Walker stated he would like Council to come to the Pantry when they are packing boxes to see how much food they hand out each month.
B. Tax Tickets:  Glasgow real estate and personal property tax tickets will be changed to read the same as Rockbridge County – due December 5, 10% penalty added on December 5; January 1st 10% interest added. 

Public Safety Report:

John Hill, Glasgow Fire Department Fire Chief, gave 2011 annual report.  Glasgow FD answered 100% of calls in 2011.  Replaced few vehicles in 2011.  Trying to start water rescue program – have 9 certified and trying to get grant money for equipment.  Trying to start EMS program because of lack of response from Rescue Squad.  Have issues with fire house and applying for assistance grant thru FEMA to renovate.  Sold old fire house on Powhatan for $75,000 and used to purchase ladder truck.  Burned 1abandoned house for Town; have about 5 more to burn but have not yet because of dry conditions.

Patrick Stump, Glasgow GD Treasurer stated in 2011, the Glasgow FD had $207,079 income and spent $193,102.  

Mr. Hill asked Council if they would consider giving a discount on personal property taxes for fire department members.
Review of Minutes:
Regular meeting 5/8/2012 – no comment.

Special meeting 5/14/2012 – no comment.

Motion by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Mike Turner to approve minutes.  
Carried unanimous voice vote.

Consideration of Bills:
No comment.
Motion by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Roger Funkhouser to pay bills as presented and any other bills that may come up.  
Carried unanimous voice vote.

Committee/Commission Reports:
A.  Parks and Recreation Committee:  Roberta Lyle stated the next “Music in the Park” will be held on Saturday, July 21, 2012 from 7-11PM.  Town Manager Spitzer stated the Town has all necessary licenses to have a beer garden.
Police Activity Report:

No report.
Old Business:

A. Business Development Committee:  Town Manager Spitzer stated he would like 2 members of Council appointed, then have them get 3-4 other people on board.    

Council agreed to set up the committee.  Councilor Caleb Keckler stated he would be on it and ask Councilor Monica Dock if she would be interested.  
Motion by Roger Funkhouser and Seconded by Mike Turner to proceed with setting up a Business Development Committee.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

B. Auditing Services:  Town Manager Spitzer stated VML will be here to see him tomorrow, June 20th, regarding their ongoing services for the Town.  Mr. Spitzer stated he will have a new proposal for the Town for the 2012-2013 budget year.  Councilor Sue Wood asked if Council could postpone a decision until Mr. Spitzer meets with VML.  Mr. Spitzer stated yes.  Council stated VML’s price will have to be a great deal for them to go with them again.
C. Playground Sign:  Councilor Wood stated she had checked with Mr. St.Clair on the playground sign – the design has been approved.  The Town sign has also been finished.

D. Hurt & Proffitt:  Councilor Wood asked for update on Hurt & Proffitt.  Town Manager Spitzer stated project could be approved depending on availability of money.

E. Oxidation Ditch: Councilor Roger Funkhouser asked for update on oxidation ditch.  Town Manager Spitzer stated the bar and motor needs to be replaced – wear on shaft and new discs will not turn, have to replace shaft.  Town Manager Spitzer stated he is waiting on written proposal tomorrow, June 20th.  
New Business:  

A. Budget Adoption:  Town Manager Spitzer stated Council will vote to adopt the budget as presented or can down on fees, but not increase fees.
Motion by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Mike Turner to approve July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013 budget as presented.

Carried unanimous raising of right hand.

Town Manager Spitzer stated beginning January 2013, he will contact all non-profits stating they will have to appear at Council meeting to ask for money to be included in the next year budget.  Mr. Spitzer stated this is now a requirement.  Town Manager Spitzer stated the water bill will be $48, effective July 1, 2012 – water will increase to $15, sewer will remain $30, and trash will increase to $3.  Town Manager Spitzer stated a mandatory 1% salary increase from the state for employee 1% contribution to VRS will increase 1% every year until employees are paying 5% contribution.

Reese McClanahan stated she did not understand why the playground sign needs to be replaced when the one there is fine, or why Council has nameplates for Council meetings.  Mrs. McClanahan stated there are better places to spend the money.
Motion by Roger Funkhouser and Seconded by Sue Wood to word Glasgow real estate and personal property tax tickets like Rockbridge County – due December 5, 10% penalty added on December 5; January 5 10% interest added.
Yah – 5 (Wood, Funkhouser, Turner, Clark)

Nay – 1 (Keckler)

Absent – 1 (Dock)

Motion by Sue Wood and Seconded by Roger Funkhouser to approve Resolution that Town of Glasgow accepts the lower retirement rate and the 1% increase in salary for a 1% contribution rate by employees.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

Councilor Funkhouser stated Council needs to follow up on the water problems on Blue Ridge Road.  Mr. Funkhouser stated he would like Council to put together a committee and move ahead on this and he would like to spearhead this.  Town Manager Spitzer stated he will write a letter to all residents affected by this.
Councilor Ruby Clark asked how much does the Town charge to fill a swimming pool.

Town Manager Spitzer stated the 1st 6,000 gallons is $13.

Boyd Walker asked when the Town will hire a new Town Sergeant.  Town Manager Spitzer stated Council is still interviewing.

Public dismissed at 8:30 PM for Council to go into Executive Session.
Motion by Roger Funkhouser and Seconded by Ruby Clark to go into Executive Session.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

Motion by Caleb Keckler and Seconded by Mike Turner to leave Executive Session.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

Motion by Caleb Keckler and Seconded by Ruby Clark only discussed what went into Executive Session for.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM.
1

