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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

March 9, 2010
DRAFT
Present:  Town Council members Roger Funkhouser, Mike Turner, Monica Dock, Ruby Clark, Boyd Walker.

Also Present:  Town Attorney Tom Simons, Town Manager Ryan Spitzer, Town Secretary Jane Higginbotham

Absent:  Mayor Sam Blackburn was absent due to illness.  Also absent was Councilwoman Tracy Shafer, Town Sgt. Jeff Grimm.
Guests:  Ned Oliver with The Rockbridge Advocate; Roberta Anderson with The News-Gazette. 
Before meeting was called to order, the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ruby Clark, followed by a brief prayer.

Town Manager Ryan Spitzer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Due to recent illness of Mayor Blackburn, Ruby Clark will continue to act as interim Mayor  The interim Mayor will retain his/her normal vote and will use the Mayor’s vote in case of a tie.  
Public Comment:  
1. None.
Review of Minutes:

1. Page 1 for February 16, 2010 minutes was corrected – under Public Comment, 2nd paragraph, changed to “agrees”.  Motion made by Ruby Clark 

and seconded by Roger Funkhouser to approve minutes.  Motion carried. 
Bills for Approval:

1. Mr. Spitzer stated both bills listed for March were for Virginia Municipal League.  Motion made by Ruby Clark and seconded by Mike Turner to pay 
bills.  Motion carried.

Committee/Commission Reports:

1. Mr. Spitzer stated that on the Zoning Board there is supposed to be a member of the Planning Commission and there is not one.  It was decided Ruby Clark would come off the Planning Commission December 31, 2010, so Mike Turner, who is already a member of the Zoning Board, will replace Ruby Clark on Planning Commission.  
2. “Emergency Services Day”, sponsored by Community Watch, will be held at Knick Field on Saturday, May 22, 2010.  Community Watch would like 

change the time of the “Music in the Park” the same day from 6:00-9:00 PM to 5:30-8:30 PM.  Council agreed to this time change.

Police Report:

1. Town Manager Spitzer stated Sgt. Grimm could not be present at meeting as he was working with other local law enforcement agencies on a case.  

Mr. Spitzer gave Council copy of Sgt. Grimm’s monthly report for February.  Ruby Clark asked if Sgt. Grimm had received his radar back and Mr. Spitzer stated he did have it back and had been writing tickets.

Old Business:

1. Street Signs – Mr. Spitzer stated regarding signs being put up for new jake brake ordinance, he is currently talking to VDOT to get these up on the 
street right-of-ways.  Mr. Spitzer stated VDOT had told him there is a new state code that will not allow them to put any more signs up; however, Mr. Spitzer stated he is still working on this.

Mr. Spitzer stated regarding directional signs for Mohawk, VDOT has agreed to put these up at no cost to the Town of Glasgow.  Mr. Spitzer stated he only needs Town Council’s approval to go ahead with this.  The signs will be black, yellow, white & green and will be 42” x 30”.  Mr. Spitzer stated one sign will go at 10th & Anderson Street, to keep the trucks from turning at the fire house; two signs will go at intersection of Rt. 130 & Blue Ridge Road, one in each direction; one sign will go at intersection of Blue Ridge Road & Anderson Street, replacing the current Mohawk sign.  Mr. Spitzer stated the two current Lees Carpets signs will be taken down as Mohawk has done away with these.  Motion made by Roger Funkhouser and seconded by Boyd Walker to go ahead with the new Mohawk signs.  Motion carried.

2. Cat Issue – Mr. Spitzer the catching of the cats has been going well.  Mr. Spitzer stated a letter had been sent to citizens having dealings with the cat issue and he had received a letter back from one citizen regarding this issue.  He stated 15-17 cats have been caught from behind the car lot and traps are now being set on Kanawha Street.  Mr. Spitzer stated 15-20 should be caught here also.  Mr. Spitzer stated the boxes and cat liter/cat food are also now gone from behind the car lot, and that Ms. Wood has agreed to help with the catching of the cats.  Mr. Spitzer stated the Town of Glasgow is working with the Rockbridge County Sheriff’s office on this.  

3. Town Historian – Mr. Spitzer stated Reese McClanahan has agreed to do this.  Mrs. McClanahan wants to compile pictures and do a talking history from the older residents.  Boyd Walker told Mr. Spitzer stated Mr. Spitzer should send Mrs. McClanahan a thank-you note for agreeing to do this.

4. Website – Mr. Spitzer presented Council with a slide show on the new Town website.  He stated the website is almost 100% complete, and should 

be totally complete in two (2) weeks.  
New Business:

1. Ordinance Review – Mr. Spitzer stated there is a need to review and change/update some of the Town ordinances.  Roger Funkhouser suggested letting each department update their own ordinances and Mr. Spitzer do the rest, such as:  Public Safety sections 4, 7, 10, 11, 12 would be done by Sgt. Grimm; Sewer Treatment Plant and Water/Sewer section 14 would be done by Jeff Rankin; Finance and taxes sections 6, 9 would be done by Town Manager Ryan Spitzer; and then work on the others when these are finished.  Monica Dock stated there should be a member of Council to help with leg work, research, etc.  Town Attorney Tom Simons stated the Planning Commission should also be used and Mr. Simons stated he was also available to help with anything.  Mr. Spitzer stated he would work with each department to get a draft and then meet with the Planning Commission.
2. Meals Tax – Mr. Spitzer stated the Town of Glasgow should consider having their own meals tax.  He stated the Town’s ordinance should preempt the County’s.  Mr. Spitzer stated if Council wants to do this by the new budget cycle, it needs to be discussed and advertised soon.  Roger Funkhouser asked if Town Council could use Rockbridge County’s ordinance as a guideline.  Mr. Simons stated yes.  Mr. Simons stated he and Mr. Spitzer could have a draft by the April 13, 2010 meeting, and if Council approves, then he would advertise and have approved before the new budget in July 2010.  Motion made by Monica Dock and seconded by Ruby Clark to do whatever is necessary to have the meals tax come to the Town of Glasgow instead of to Rockbridge County.  Motion carried.

3. Energy Audit Award – Mr. Spitzer stated that Glasgow along with surrounding localities, have received a grant award for energy audits.  Mr. Spitzer stated this would be weatherization for Town Hall and some for the STP to make them energy efficient.  He stated the Central Shenandoah Planning Commission would send someone to do a study and that Glasgow would then use that study to apply for grants.  
4. Land Issue – Mr. Spitzer stated Tom McFaddin purchased 41 acres on the edge of Town on Catawba five years ago.  Mr. Spitzer a problem arose when Mr. McFaddin went to the County for a building permit and was told by the County that half his land is located in Glasgow, and half in the County, and now Mr. McFaddin must pay taxes in the County and the Town.  Mr. Spitzer stated that Mr. McFaddin had the County put this land into forestry several years ago so he could pay lower taxes and he was never told half is located in Glasgow.  He is arguing he should not have to pay Town taxes since it was the County’s fault for not telling him half his land is located in Glasgow.  Mr. Spitzer stated during the course of investigating this issue, two other houses were discovered to be located in Glasgow, in the Clan Alpine area.  These residences belong to Barry Smith and Tara McClure.  Mr. Smith and Ms. McClure have also not been paying Town taxes.  Mr. Spitzer stated he will have to get with the Commissioner of Revenue at the County to get these three on the tax books with the Town of Glasgow’s tax code.  Mr. Spitzer stated he did not feel the Town should make these three pay back taxes, but start making them pay Glasgow Town taxes in the future.  Question was asked if the Town would extend sewer lines for Mr. McFaddin.  Mr. Spitzer stated Mr. McFaddin could do his own water and sewer lines or hook to the Town’s lines 6’ from the Town’s connection and he would pay for the rest.  Mr. Spitzer stated he will send letters to Mr. Smith and Ms. McClure making them aware of this situation.  He stated if they want to dispute this, they will have to pay to have a survey done.  Mr. Spitzer stated Eric ??? and Dan Grimm both state these two houses are located in Glasgow.  
5. Spring Clean-Up – Mr. Spitzer stated the County Spring clean-Up Day has been set for Saturday, March 27th and the Glasgow Ruritans’ have scheduled their yearly clean-up to coincide with the County.  Ruritans’ will meet at Town Hall at 8:30 AM.  Mr. Spitzer stated Council will advertise as a Town Clean-Up, and will bring in dumpsters to the trailer park.  Mr. Spitzer stated orange trash bags will be available at Town Hall and bags will be picked up by the Town when everyone is finished.  

Other Business:

1.   Monica Dock – Mrs. Dock stated14 students from Holy Cross College in ??? were in Glasgow during their sping break doing community service, 

      working with Town employees.  Mrs. Dock asked Mr. Spitzer to send a thank-you letter to these 14 students.  She stated Skyline Manor and the 

      Community Center were also sending thank-you letters as the students worked with them also.

2. Ryan Spitzer – Mr. Spitzer stated Bob Gay with the Virginia Rural Water Association would like to do a presentation for Council on infrastructure and 

terrorist threats, some time in March.  After discussion, Council agreed on Monday, March 22, 2010 at 6:00 PM at the Library.  Mr. Spitzer stated he would contact Mr. Gay.

3. Riverfest – Mr. Spitzer stated the Rescue Squad would like to do a parade for Riverfest on Saturday, June 12, 2010 @ 6:00 PM and requested a release from the noise ordinance.  The parade would go from McCulloch Street to the carnival grounds, and Powhatan down Blue Ridge Road.  Motion made by Boyd Walker and seconded by Mike Turner to allow the Rescue Squad to have a parade on Sat., June 12, 2010.  Motion carried.

Comments:

1. Roger Funkhouser – Mr. Funkhouser asked if the Town had the money to get the prisoners on work release for one more week before summer to get 

the ditches cleaned.  Mr. Spitzer stated yes, the cost is around $200.

2. Mike Turner – none.

3. Boyd Walker – Mr. Walker stated the leaky roof at the Food Pantry has been fixed and painted and told Council they should go see it.
4. Ruby Clark – Ms. Clark stated the progress on the hiker’s shelter looks good.  Ms. Clark asked if business licenses are due in March and if there is a penalty for a business not getting a license.  Mr. Spitzer stated the business licenses are due in March and the Town ordinance does not have a penalty and that this needs to be changed.  Ms. Clark asked how many town auto decals have been sold and Mr. Spitzer stated about 100.  Ms. Clark reminded Council that clocks should be moved up 1 hour Sat., March 13, 2010.  Ms. Clark asked if Council’s goals for 2010 had been given to Mrs. McClanahan as requested.  Mr. Spitzer stated he would e-mail them to her and anyone else who would like to see them.

5. Monica Dock – none.

6. Ryan Spitzer – Mr. Spitzer stated Community Watch would like to do “Movie Night” one night per month at the pavilion in the Park.  Mr. Spitzer stated they could use the Town’s projector and could make their own screen.

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM.
