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Minutes of Town Council Workshop
March 24, 2015
Glasgow Town Hall
Council Members Present:  Roger Funkhouser, Mike Turner, Sonny Williams, Jeremy Kilgore, Monica Dock, Andrea Bradley
Also Present:  Mayor Ruby Ogden Clark, Town Manager William Rolfe, Administrative Assistant Jane Higginbotham, Public Works Chris Flint, WWTP Supervisor Jeff Rankin.
Water Project:

Town Manager Bill Role stated the base that has been set for water is $30 and this is $4.75 per 1,000 gallons ($.47 per 100 gallons).  Town Manager Rolfe stated the average rate right now would be $34 - $38 just for water; the average bill would be about $75 per month; a $15 per month increase.  Town Manager Rolfe stated sewer and trash will not be going up; however, there will be monthly expenses of about $10,000 per year we have never had before for envelopes, postage, etc. to mail the monthly bills.
Councilor Monica Dock stated we need an information sheet for citizens to hand out at the public hearing why rates are increasing, the cost of 1,000 gallons of water in surrounding areas i.e. Buena Vista, Lexington, Rockbridge County.

Non-profits would have to pay the base rate only, which is 1,000 gallons.

Dates for workshops/council meetings/public hearing:  
Tue., March 31 @ 5PM – rate workshop                                    
Tue., April 14 @ 8PM (after the regular Council meeting) – budget workshop                                  

Thurs., April 23 @ 5PM – budget workshop
Thurs., May 7 @ 5PM – budget workshop

Tue., May 12 @ 7PM – Council meeting finalize FY 2015-16 budget, establish tax   

 
and water rates, amendments to Chapter 6 of Code for advertisement

Thurs., June 4 @ 7PM @ Library – public hearing on budget, tax rates, water rates, 


amendment to Chapter 6 of Code for advertisement – give citizens chance for


comments

Tue., June 9 @ 7PM – Council meeting adopt budget effective July 1, 2015; water rate 


ordinance amended in Chapter 6 of Code

Abandoned Houses:
Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated Council has an updated list of abandoned houses.  Town Manager Rolfe asked if Council wants him to send owners a letter.  
138 Catawba Street – Councilor Mike Turner will talk to Tim Turner regarding buring the house.  Currently there is furniture in there family wants to get out.

422 Catawba Street – Town Manager Rolfe talk to Tommy about letter.

605 Shawnee Street – Town Manager Rolfe will call County Building Inspector to look at – structure not safe, doors/windows open, easy to enter.

608 Shawnee Street – Town Manager Rolfe talk to Tommy about letter.

1515 7th Street – Town Manager Rolfe talk to Tommy about letter – taxes are two (2) years delinquent.  
633 Pocahontas Street – County Building Inspector said can’t do anything about stove pipe in window unless a neighbor makes a complaint.  

1105 Rockbridge Road – roof caved in – County Building Inspector said can’t do anything about it because windows, doors are secure.  Real estate taxes are five (5) years delinquent – can get a special attorney to do a tax sale after three (3) years and put lien on property.

709 Gordon Street – Town Manager Rolfe talk to Tommy about letter.

708 8th Street – real estate taxes are five (5) years delinquent – can do tax sale and put lien on property.

1417 & 1429 Anderson – empty trailers – letter to Judy giving 30 days to move.

1412 & 1416 Fitzlee – empty trailers – letter to Judy giving 30 days to move. 

900 Rockbridge Road – talk to Tommy about letter.

1534 Anderson Street – talk to Tommy about letter.

1103 Kanawha Street – real estate taxes are five (5) years delinquent – can do tax sale and put lien on property.

340 Shawnee Street – talk to Tommy about letter.

605 McCulloch Street – talk to Tommy about letter – taxes are two (2) years delinquent.
Parks & Recreation Committee/Softball/Concession Stand:
Town Manager Rolfe stated he wants to have Music in the Park and a community-wide yard sale.  Mr. Rolfe stated there is no Parks & Recreation Committee right now – have three (3) people signed up to be on this committee.  Council agreed to appoint Aaron Britton, Kelly Sheets, Jimmy Emore to Parks & Recreation Committee.

Town Manager Rolfe stated softball will start middle of April.  Mr. Rolfe stated Jimmy Emore is willing to oversee and run the program, with the help of Aaron Knick.  Council agreed to this on a one (1) year basis.  Mr. Rolfe stated he will contact them to come in and talk to him.  Mr. Rolfe stated RARO little league wants to use the field on Mondays and Wednesdays.  Mr. Rolfe stated Darrell Plogger with RARO is supposed to work on the field Wednesday, March 25, 2015.  Mr. Rolfe stated he is filling out an application for a permit for the concession stand.  Mr. Rolfe stated the concession stand needs to be cleaned and inspected by the Health Department.  Mr. Rolfe stated the Ruritans may run the concession stand this summer.  Councilor Jeremy Kilgore asked if the Ruritans would keep all the profit stated there should be an agreement with the Ruritans about the money.

Letter from Ben Cline Representing a Citizen:
Town Manager Rolfe stated he had received a rough draft letter in an email from Mr. Cline regarding an incident with Sarah Funkhouser and Paul Parker.  Mr. Rolfe stated he told Mr. Cline by phone that Aaron Britton had nothing to do with the “slander” that was mentioned in The Rockbridge Advocate.  Mr. Rolfe stated he told Mr. Cline it was Paul Parker and the editor of The Rockbridge Advocate, Doug Harwood.  Mr. Rolfe stated Town Attorney Tommy Simons suggested he call VML in case the Town of Glasgow is sued because the word “slander” is used in the rough draft letter Mr. Cline wrote for Mrs. Funkhouser wanting the Mayor to sign.  Mr. Rolfe stated that Mr. Cline had told the town attorney if the letter was signed this would be the end of this incident.  Mr. Rolfe asked Council how they would like to proceed with this.  Councilor Jeremy Kilgore stated he would be fine with a letter from Mr. Rolfe regarding the incident with his predecessor and Mrs. Funkhouser, and have the letter sent certified with two (2) copies and have Mrs. Funkhouser sign both copies, stating this would close the case.  The majority of Council agreed to do this.  Mr. Rolfe stated he will write a letter and have Mr. Simons look at it and bring back to Council to approve.

Grass Mowing
Town Manager Rolfe stated he had three (3) bids for cutting grass on property owned by the Town.  Mr. Rolfe stated Mr. Locher’s property was not included in the quotes.  Mr. Rolfe stated the quotes do include ditches and anything else the prison crews typically weedeated.  Mr. Rolfe asked Council if they wanted to get rid of the old mower.  Public Works Chris Flint stated the old mower works but chews up belts.  Mr. Rolfe stated he can put the old mower on GovDeals and take bids for it “as is”.  Council agreed to give the contract to the lowest bidder, J&K Landscaping, for $26,000.

Boat Landing
Town Manager Rolfe stated the Ruritans want to build benches to put at the boat landing.  Mr. Rolfe asked Council if they want to put port-a-potties at the boat landing.  Mr. Rolfe stated two (2) would cost $840 for six (6) months.  Mr. Rolfe stated the parking lot is ready for stone.  Mr. Rolfe stated DGIF says 200 tons of stone is needed, about $2,200.

Mr. Rolfe stated #57 will be used, then regrade and the end of the season and put down #21.  Mr. Rolfe stated DGIF will help with spreading the gravel.  Mr. Rolfe stated he has agreed to pay for the materials for the Ruritans to build trash can holders for the boat landing and the hiker shelter.  Mr. Rolfe stated the Ruritans would also like to put up an awning on the front of the hiker shelter to keep rain out.   Councilor Roger Funkhouser stated the Town needs to take these costs to the County to get help with the expenses as they are benefiting from this as well.  
Other
Mayor Ruby Clark asked Mr. Rolfe if he has heard from Springsted.  Mr. Rolfe stated he has received the finished packet and needs to set down with Council.  Mr. Rolfe stated this will be part of the budget workshop.  Councilor Monica Dock stated she wants to put in the budget to hire another employee.
Town Manager Rolfe stated the Rockbridge County Sheriff picked up the four (4) applications Council chose for interviews for the police position.  Mr. Rolfe stated the Sheriff has also spoken with Dave Vanosten, who is retired from the FBI, to help with the interviews.  

Councilor Roger Funkhouser stated there has been a vagrant staying at the hiker shelter for over a week and people are complaining.  Mr. Rolfe stated once a police officer is hired that would be part of their duties to check on the shelter every day to make sure there are no vagrants there.

Mayor Ruby Clark asked if Council needs to ok Jeff Rankin to use the Explorer.  Mr. Rolfe stated yes, and that the emergency lights need to be taken off.  Mr. Rolfe stated he needs to put the old Cherokee on GovDeals.  Council agreed to Mr. Rankin using the Explorer.
Mr. Rolfe stated he is meeting with a contractor to get a price on filling in potholes (tar and gravel, not paving) at the dead end of Fitzlee Street and on Anderson Street.  Mr. Rolfe stated 9th Street is also bad because of the contractors using the road, so he will ask on a price for that as well.

Meeting adjourned at 7:00 PM.

________________________________________      _____________________________
Mayor                                                                           Clerk

