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Minutes of Town Council Meeting
March 8, 2016
Glasgow Public Library
Council Members Present:  Sonny Williams, Roger Funkhouser, Mike Turner, Jeremy Kilgore, Andrea Bradley, Monica Dock
Also Present:  Mayor Ruby Clark, Town Manager Bill Rolfe, Sr. Administrative Assistant Jane Higginbotham, Town Attorney Tommy Simons
Guests Present:  India Martin, Wally Hawkins, Bob Kindle, Robert Hickman, Roberta Lyle, Kit Huffman with the News-Gazette, Jeff Rankin, John Hill, Adrian Watts, Mrs. Teass with McNab, Inc.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Ruby Ogden Clark, followed by a brief prayer led by Councilor Jeremy Kilgore.  
Mayor Ruby Ogden Clark called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  
Public Comment:

Wallace Hawkins – Mr. Hawkins represented the Glasgow Presbyterian Church.  Mr. Hawkins stated he was upset the churches have to pay a water bill.  Mr. Hawkins asked Council to reconsider making the churches exempt or reduce the amount they are charged.
Bob Kindle – Mr. Kindle stated he had been to court regarding two dogs from 1033 Rockbridge Road attacking his dog.  Mr. Kindle stated the owners were convicted of allowing dogs to run at large, but could not get a dangerous dog conviction because they have had their shots and are licensed.  Mr. Kindle stated these dogs can get loose any time and are dangerous.  Mr. Kindle stated the out-of-town owner of 1033 Rockbridge Road has hired him as property manager.  Mr. Kindle stated the people living at 1033 Rockbridge Road are disassembling the building without the owner’s permission.  Mr. Kindle stated the Town of Glasgow’s ordinances are obsolete and out-of-date and need to be updated.  Mr. Kindle stated the renter should be liable for breaking the ordinances as well as the owner.
New Business:

A. Non-Profit Requests for FY 2017 Budget
     1. Glasgow Rescue Squad – Annual Report, Budget Request.  Captain Robert 

     Hickman gave the annual report.  Mr. Hickman stated from July 1, 2014 – June 30, 

     2015, the squad answered 549 calls, had 77 failed calls, average response time was 

     6 minutes, average response time on scene 15 minutes, average time out and back 1

     hour and 30 minutes.  Mr. Hickman stated the squad assisted with delivering 

     Rockbridge County Christmas boxes, sponsored the Christmas parade, and the 2016 

     Christmas parade date is December 4, 2016 @ 4:00 PM.  Mr. Hickman stated 

     received support from Mohawk to replace 4 cardiac monitors @ $28,000 each.  Mr. 

     Hickman stated the squad raised $5,000 with a gun raffle, had a boot drive and 

     raised $2,100, raised $200-$300 per night with a 50/50 at the tractor pull in July 

     2015, and the food trailer raised $2,500.  Mr. Hickman stated the squad did stand-

     by at the race track for every race, covered the Rockbridge Fair, attended the 

     Mohawk Fun Day, and had 4 CPR instructors teach 10 classes.  Mr. Hickman stated            
     the squad had its annual inspection and was granted their new license for 2016- 
     2017.   Mr. Hickman stated the Glasgow Rescue Squad is requesting level funding

     for the 2017 budget.  Councilor Monica Dock asked the reason for failure to 

     respond.  Mr. Hickman stated it could be because there was no one available to 

     answer, or they had back-to-back calls and all crews were out.  Town Manager Bill

     Rolfe thanked the Glasgow Rescue Squad for all they do for the community.

Review of Minutes:

Motion by Jeremy Kilgore and Seconded  by Mike Turner to approve the minutes for the Regular February 9, 2016 Council Meeting.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

Consideration of Bills:

Motion by Monica Dock and Seconded by Andrea Bradley to approve bills presented and any other bills that may come in.
Carried unanimous voice vote.

Committee/Commission Reports:
Community Strong Committee – Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated the final meeting for the Community Strong Committee scheduled for February 25, 2016 was cancelled and

they will be meeting this Thursday, March 10, 2016 and have a presentation for Town Council at the April 12, 2016 Council meeting.

Mayor Ruby Clark stated David and Tina Kingery would like to serve on the Planning Commission and Lorne Bates would like to serve on anything.  Mayor Clark asked Council to bring names to the April 12, 2016 Council meeting to fill the other vacancies on the Committees and Commissions.
Old Business:
A. Commercial Address Being Used As Residential – Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated he had written a letter on February 11, 2016 to the owner of 1033 Rockbridge Road regarding the condition, etc.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the owner has hired an attorney and is trying to get tenants evicted.  Town Attorney Tom Simons stated the tenants had one (1) court date cancelled because of inclement weather and it has been rescheduled for April 4, 2016.
B. Water Project Update.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated the contractors will be back in Glasgow for 2 ½ weeks to clean up, fill holes in, reseed grass, etc.  Town Manager Rolfe stated Glasgow has been approved to get the radio read for the water meters.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the filing has been done with the FCC for our license.  Town Manager Rolfe stated it may be May when we get to use the radio read.  Town Manager Rolfe stated Councils’ packets were late this time because it took one (1) week to read meters, do rereads, print, stuff and mail bills.  Town Manager Rolfe stated Council may want to consider getting a folding machine to cut down on time.
New Business - continued:
A. Non-Profit Request for FY 2017 Budget (continued) 
     2. Glasgow Fire Department - Annual Report, Budget Request.  Fire Chief John Hill 
         gave the annual report.  Mr. Hill stated the department answered 387 calls, 45 

         structure fires, 41 vehicle fires/accidents, 7 brush fires, 11 swift water rescues, 3

         technical rescues with ropes, 47 EMS assists.  Mr. Hill stated there were an average            

         of 5 on call, and 10-12 people at night.  Mr. Hill stated the department had 12 fire 

         prevention activities with the fire trailer.  Mr. Hill stated the department received a

         $500 grant from Wal-Mart and money from the Mohawk Foundation for basic first 
         aid equipment.  Mr. Hill stated the department put a second boat in service, with a 

         $2,000 donation toward this from the Town of Glasgow.  Mr. Hill stated the SCBA 
         funding ($81,000) has still not come through.  Mr. Hill stated the department has a 

         22 member crew, and if they cut this in half, they would still cover 90% of the 

         Town.  Mr. Hill stated the department applied for a $75,000 match from Mohawk if 

         the department can raise $75,000.  Mr. Hill asked for the Town to consider helping 

         toward this.  Mr. Hill stated the Glasgow Fire Department is asking for level 

         funding for 2017.  Mr. Hill stated the department would like to ask Town Council to 
         consider paying for their fuel, as the Town gets a better rate than they do.  Mr. Hill 

         stated the department spent $8,000 in fuel last year.  Mr. Hill stated it costs $15,200 
         to outfit one (1) fireman:

· Helmets $400




· No Neck $50

· Gloves $50

· Coat $2,100

· Pants $2,500

· Boots $400

· Radio Mike Strap $1,500

· Training $2,000

· Mask $300

· SCVA (air) $5,800

· Tool $100  
        Mr. Hill stated the department runs 2-3 trucks on every call.  Town Manager Bill 

        Rolfe asked if the fire hydrants the Town has added with the water project has 

        helped with the department’s ISO.  Mr. Hill stated yes.  Mr. Hill stated they have an 
        upcoming technician class and advance swift water class.  Mr. Hill stated this will 

        help them when people are on the river in Glasgow.  Mr. Hill stated they are trying 

        to get a service truck with crane donated that will help with swift water rescue.  

        Mayor Ruby Clark asked if all fire members are certified.  Mr. Hill stated yes, they 
        are certified in the County.  

New Business - continued:
A. Non-Profit Request for FY 2017 Budget (continued) 

     3. Glasgow Food Pantry – Budget Request.  Town Council agreed to give level 

         funding ($1,000) to the Food Pantry.

     4. Community Center – Budget Request.  Mrs. Roberta Lyle stated the Commumity

         Center was deeded to the Concerned Citizens.  Mrs. Lyle stated they have several

         annual programs each year – summer enrichment program, weekly meals from

         W&L Soup Kitchen.  Mrs. Lyle stated the building needs rehab work as it was

         built in the 1950’s.  Mrs. Lyle stated it needs a roof, and work on the electric and

         heating.  Mrs. Lyle stated their insurance is $4,000 per year.  Mrs. Lyle stated they

         are asking for funds to keep the center operating - $2,500.

     5. Summer Enrichment – Budget Request.  Mrs. India Martin stated they have 25-30
         children every summer.  Mrs. Martin stated this program has been the foundation 

         for the youth of our Community.  Mrs. Martin stated they have arts and crafts,

         recreation, presentations for the children.  Mrs. Martin stated their goal this year is

         to have someone do a 2-day session with the children about safety.  Mrs. Martin

         stated they also have field trips, but as they have no transportation, they have 

         volunteers drive and ask the children for gas money.  Mrs. Martin stated the 

         play equipment also needs to be updated.  Mrs. Martin stated this program is 

         for the whole community.  Mrs. Martin stated the ages for the program are 5-14, 
         and the dates for this year’s program are July 5-28, 2016.  Mrs. Martin stated they
         are asking for level funding of $1,600.  Mrs. Martin thanked the town employees

         for the snow removal.  

B. Pending Sale of Former BB&T Building.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated an offer has been made to purchase the former BB&T bank building.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the purchasers have requested written certification that the building is zoned properly.  Mrs. Teass with McNab, Inc. her company has been in business since 1977 and all assembly was moved to Rockbridge County from New York in 2003.  Councilor Monica Dock asked if employees have already been hired.  Mrs. Teass stated they are already fully staffed but they do have turnover.  Councilor Sonny Williams asked how long the company has been in Buena Vista.  Mrs. Teass stated they have been in Buena Vista since 2009.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe asked if he can issue a zoning letter.  Town Attorney Tom Simons stated the company does not really fit any category listed in the Town’s ordinances.  Mrs. Teass stated she has UPS delivery/pick twice a day.  Town Attorney Simons stated the company can probably fall under the category “light assembly and wholesale” in Article IV, Section 18.31.

Motion by Jeremy Kilgore and Seconded by Roger Funkhouser to issue a zoning letter to McNab, Inc stating they will be classified in the category “light assembly and wholesale” in Article IV, Section 18.31.

Carried unanimous voice vote.  

C. Mowing Contract for 2016 Season.  

Motion by Jeremy Kilgore and Seconded by Mike Turner to sign mowing contract for 2016 Season with J&K Landscaping.

D. Performance of Well 3.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated well #3 is not doing good and needs repairs.

Motion by Jeremy Kilgore and Seconded by Andrea Bradley to do repairs to well #3.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

E. Adventure Race Coming to Glasgow.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated he has been contacted about an endurance race to be held July 4th weekend, 2016.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the participants will be coming into Glasgow on Saturday, July 2, 2016 from the river, and want to camp at the park overnight and leave Sunday, July 3, 2016.  Town Manager Rolfe recommended the Town make a donation to the Glasgow Fire Department as they will be called for any swift water rescues.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the group should be charged the $100 fee for using the park, and parking should be clarified.  Town Council agreed to this.
F. National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Grant.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated the Town of Glasgow has been awarded a $47,000 grant to study storm water run-off and where it is coming from, and develop a plan on how to treat it.  Town Manager Rolfe stated with the results of the study the Town can find someone to do the actual work.

G. Students from Holy Cross College, Worchester, Massachusetts.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated there are 12 students in Glasgow for the week doing projects around town.  Town Manager Rolfe stated there will be a dinner this Thursday, March 10th at 5:00 PM at the Community Center for the students and Town Council is invited.

H. Signage for Canoe Launch Site.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated the signage for the canoe launch site has been approved.  Town Manager Rolfe stated there is a $37,000   tourism grant, matched by Rockbridge County, Buchanan, Town of Glasgow, Twin River Outfitters, Wilderness Canoe Company, Chesapeake Conservancy and the Blue Water Trail.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the grant will pay for the website to be update, to include the area from Alpine to Snowden; redo brochures; advertising; information kiosks.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the Town will get the kiosk designed as part of the grant.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the grant does not fund construction of the information kiosk.  Town Manager Rolfe stated Jean Clark was able to be get another $2,000 grant for Glasgow to construct the sign.
Other:
Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated he is ready to set the budget workshop(s) and there are no increases this year.  Town Manager Rolfe stated the general fund has $31,000 plus, the water fund is balanced, the sewer fund has $7,000 plus.

Mayor Ruby Clark stated the next Town Council meeting will be April 12, 2016.  Mayor Clark stated Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 13, 2016.  Mayor Clark stated deadline to sign up to run for the November election is June 14, 2016.  Mayor Clark asked Council to please bring ideas to the April 12, 2016 meeting for a Samuel Blackburn Memorial.

Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated Larry Spangler asked Council to elect the grand marshall for the Christmas parade.  Town Council stated this should be decided by the civic organizations.  Town Manager Rolfe stated Mr. Spangler wants to have a Christmas decorating contest in Town.  Town Council stated this has not worked before.

Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated the budget work session should be before the next Council meeting in April.  Council stated they will meet Tuesday, March 15, 2016 at 5:00 PM at Town Hall.  

Councilor Roger Funkhouser stated there are 3 vacancies on the Zoning Board, 2 vacancies on the Planning Commission, 3 vacancies on the Parks and Recreation Committee.  Council agreed to appoint David and Tina Kingery to the Planning Commission and Lorne Bates to the Parks and Recreation Committee.  Mayor Ruby Clark told Council to bring other names for the other vacancies to the budget workshop on March 15, 2016.  Town Manager Bill Rolfe stated he will send letters to the above appointees.  

Motion by Roger Funkhouser and Seconded by Mike Turner to appoint David and Tina Kingery to the Planning Commission.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

Motion by Monica Dock and Seconded by Andrea Bradley to appoint Lorne Bates to the Parks and Recreation Committee.

Carried unanimous voice vote.
Public dismissed at 8:35 PM.

Executive Session:
Motion by Monica Dock and Seconded by Roger Funkhouser for Glasgow Town Council to convene in closed session under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act in order to discuss personnel pursuant to Section 2.2-3711 (A) (1) of the Code of Virginia, and legal matters pursuant to Section 2.2-3711 (A) (7) of the Code of Virginia.

Voice vote as follows:

S. Williams – Yes 

R. Funkhouser – Yes 

M. Turner – Yes

A. Bradley – Yes 

J. Kilgore – Yes 

M. Dock – Yes

Motion by Roger Funkhouser and Seconded by Mike Turner for Glasgow Town Council to reconvene in open session.

Voice vote as follows:

S. Williams – Yes 

R. Funkhouser – Yes 

M. Turner – Yes 

A. Bradley – Yes 

J. Kilgore – Yes 

M. Dock – Yes 

Motion by Roger Funkhouser and Seconded by Mike Turner agreeing that Council only discussed in the executive session matters identified as the reason for entering said session.
Whereas, the Town of Glasgow Town Council has convened an executive meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisioins of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

Whereas Section 2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Town of Glasgow Town Council that such executive meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;

Now, therefore be it resolved that the Town of Glasgow Town Council hereby certifies that to the best of each member’s knowledge (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirement by Virginia were discussed in the executive meeting to which this certification resolution applies and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the executive meeting were heard, discussed, or considered by the Town of Glasgow Town Council.

Voice vote as follows:
S. Williams – Yes 

R. Funkhouser – Yes 

M. Turner – Yes 

A. Bradley – Yes 

J. Kilgore – Yes  

M. Dock – Yes 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM.

_____________________________________
______________________________
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