TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

May 13, 2008

Present:  Town Council members Barbara Early, Mike Turner, Tim Turner, Ruby Clark, Roger Bradley, Roberta Lyle; Town Secretary Jane Higginbotham, Town Manager Ryan Spitzer, Mayor Sam Blackburn; Tom Simmons, lawyer for Town of Glasgow.

Guests:  Armond Falgoust, Marissa McClanahan, Roberta  ??  (News-Gazette)
Meeting called to order by Mayor at 7PM.

Public Comment:  1.  Welcome to new Town Manager.

2. Tree Dedication held May 4th was very nice.

Minutes from last meeting:  Motion made by Mayor to approve the minutes from April 8th meeting, seconded by Roberta Lyle, no opposed, motion carried.

May bills to be approved:  After discussion, motion made by Ruby Clark to pay May bills, seconded by Mike Turner, no opposed, motion carried.

Reports:  
1.  Parks & Recreation Committee – report given by Roberta Lyle.  Committee will have “Music in the Park” this year.  First scheduled event Fri., June 20th from 6:30-9:30 PM.  Band will be Soul Survivor.  Committee is working to get everything ready.  Their next scheduled meeting will be Thurs., May 22nd @ 6PM in Town Hall.
                

2.  Police Report – couple minor incidents in April, not comparable to other localities.  Still working on inoperable vehicles.  Have given several tickets.  Property close to Mohawk, owner has cleaned up.  Trying to get situation resolved.  Have made a priority.  Park activity increasing, but going well so far.  Graffiti from last year on tables.  Have had several complaints this year.  Tables were painted but some is bleeding through.  Several kids have been caught this year, took their tool away, gave a warning.  In future, work out with parents that must do community service/pay restitution for 1st offense instead of getting destruction of property charge on them.

Old Business:

1.  Purchase new police car – Major equipment used.  Old car has had regular maintenance.  Still not starting every time – one time when came out from court in Lexington and had to get Rockbridge Co. Sheriff’s department to get started; one time had prisoner in car and had to get Rockbridge Co. Sheriff to transport prisoner.  Needs new starter, fuel pump (possibly 2), converter clogging.  When start up, spits water out. 
If got new car talked about last month, would not make payments until 2009.  A different company (Ohio) offered $4,000 as is for old car.  Get $500 grant every year – would put towards equipment for new car.  Company rep from Richmond who spoke last month turned over to mfg. in Tennessee – would go there to get new car.  New car would need cage, light bar, then have equipment from old car transferred over.

Tabled for more discussion at end of meeting.

Cell Tower Update:
Clair Novak from Verizon – all parts on by May 15th – Verizon will be done by May 31st.  Wiring was actually finished today, May 13th.
Grant Fluoride Treatment:

Jeff applied for grant.  If invoice by September 1, 2008, will be fully reimbursed by the state.  The state (VDH) needs an answer by tomorrow, May 14th.  Thermo dual starter pump is needed eventually – this is one way to get paid through the state.  Would have to sign contract stating would purchase/send invoices by September 1, 2008.  Motion made by Tim Turner to sign agreement and purchase, Roberta Lyle seconded, no opposed, motion carried.

New Business:

1.  Increase septage fee:  Lexington increasing their septage fee.  Should increase ours also so they won’t bring theirs to us.  We should increase ours to .55 – would get approx. $5,000 more revenue a year.  Motion made by Roger Bradley to incorporate this change in 2008 Budget, seconded by Ruby Clark, no opposed, motion carried.
2.  Publish 2008 Budget:  Needs to be run 1 (one) time (7 days prior to meeting) and have 1 (one) public hearing @ June meeting (June 10, 2008) and adopted by July 1st (7 days after public meeting).  Sewer rate to be increased from $20 to $23/month.  Motion made by Roberta Lyle to publish 2008 Budget when needed (handled by Tom Simmons), seconded by Ruby Clark, no opposed, motion carries.  
3.  Street paving:  Is in this year’s budget (2007) to pave 13th Street and around corner to Kanawha Street to current paving.  $9,800 estimate from K & D & Sons Paving Company (they did last paving job).  Motion made by Tim Turner to go ahead with the paving, seconded by Ruby Clark, no opposed, motion carries.

Old Business (continued from earlier discussion):
1. Purchase new police car – need to decide who will work on vehicles (Courtesy Motors in Buena Vista has been sold).  No Dodge dealers in Rockbridge Co.  New police is 2007 Dodge Charger for $21,758.  Could get rental car for weekend and go to Tennessee or take a second driver.  Has a V6 engine, but runs on 4 when doing local driving.  No payment until 2009 Budget.  If don’t have funding then, give car back and no penalty, but will be without a car.  Life expectancy on police car is 9 (nine) years and car have now is 2003.  Need to find out who services other localities and stick with one service person.  There are 2 (two) vehicles ahead of new police car on replacement list, probably lawn mower, and Cherokee Jeep.  Need to go ahead and get fuel pump fixed on old car for now.  Need to take to a dealer to have work done.  Will set another meeting to look at vehicle replacement list.  Meeting set for Thurs., May 22nd @ 7PM, immediately following Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting at Town Hall.
Other Comments:
Grass @ Herpe Enclosures about 10” high.
Meeting adjourned @ 8:30 PM.

