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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

May 11, 2010
DRAFT
Present:  Town Council members Tracy Shafer, Roger Funkhouser, Mike Turner, Monica Dock, Ruby Clark, Boyd Walker

Also Present:  Mayor Sam Blackburn, Town Attorney Tom Simons, Town Manager Ryan Spitzer, Town Secretary Jane Higginbotham, Sgt. Jeff Grimm, STP Supervisor Jeff Rankin, Public Works Supervisor Armond Falgoust

Guests:  Dennis Amos & Stevie Steele from Anderson Associates,  Larry Spangler, Ray Berkstresser, Sonny Williams, Tom McFadden, Carol Chrycy, Barry Smith, Reese McClanahan, Sue Wood,   
Ned Oliver with The Rockbridge Advocate, Roberta Anderson with The News-Gazette. 
Before meeting was called to order, the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Boyd Walker, followed by a brief prayer.

Meeting was called to order by Mayor Sam Blackburn at 7:00 PM.

Public Comment:  
1. Sue Wood – Ms. Wood stated she had been at a council meeting several months before and had asked Council what the law says about two people from the same household holding office together.  Ms. Wood asked Council what had been done about this and that she would like to have information on having a public referendum on this.  Town Attorney Simons stated there are two ways this can be done – through the local government or through a local voters petition through the circuit courts.  Mr. Simons stated that there is a requirement that this be authorized by the State or the Town Charter.
Review of Minutes:

1. Town Manager Spitzer stated he had given Council corrected pages 2 and 3, which previously had misspelled words.  Motion made by Ruby Clark and seconded by Mike Turner to approve 

minutes for April 13, 2010 meeting.  Motion carried. 
Consideration of Bills:

1. Councilman Roger Funkhouser asked what months the STP payment is made each year.  Mr. Spitzer stated in June and December.  Motion made by Ruby Clark and seconded by Monica Dock 
to pay all bills.  Motion carried.

Mr. Spitzer stated he would skip to New Business for Anderson & Associate representatives Dennis Amos and Stevie Steele to make their power point presentation.

New Business:

1. Anderson & Associates – Representatives Dennis Amos and Stevie Steele made a power point presentation on groundwater source location and funding opportunities.  The old well is off line 

and Anderson is looking for grant money for drilling a new well and getting it back online.  

Mr. Spitzer stated the meeting would now go back to the agenda, beginning with Committee and Commission Reports.

Committee/Commission Reports:

1. Parks & Recreation Committee – Mr. Spitzer stated Mrs. Lyle could not be at the meeting and he would give the report.  Mr. Spitzer stated a committee of three had been chosen to investigate the beer garden.  Mr. Spitzer stated they would report back to the Parks & Recreation Committee when they had all the information. Mr. Funkhouser asked who the members were on the committee and Mr. Spitzer stated it was himself, Monica Dock, and Ruby Clark.

Police Activity Report:

1. Sgt. Grimm stated he had given copies of his monthly report to Council and placed copies out for any citizen who would like a copy.  Sgt. Grimm stated Emergency Services Day is on schedule 
for Saturday, May 22.  Sgt. Grimm stated the whole day is planned with different events and there will be approximately 22 groups from all over the state who will be attending.  Sgt. Grimm stated it should be a great day and told everyone to come.  

Old Business:

1. Meals Tax – Mr. Spitzer stated the meals tax proposal has been advertised and Council would now have a public hearing on this.  Mr. Spitzer stated a flat 4% goes to the County right now.  He 

stated the Town of Glasgow advertised at 5% so it could come down if wanted to.  Mr. Spitzer stated he had received a report from Rockbridge County Commissioner of Revenue David Whitesell on local businesses and what they paid in meals tax last year.  Mr. Spitzer stated the report could not break down ARAMARK, which is located at Mohawk, as they have other locations in the County and the amount is lumped together.  No public comments.  Motion made by Ruby Clark and seconded by Tracy Shafer to adopt the meals tax ordinance at 4%.  Motion carried.  Mayor Blackburn asked when this would go into effect.  Mr. Spitzer stated at the beginning of the new FY, July 2, 2010. 

2. Parks & Recreation Rule Changes – Mr. Spitzer stated that at the last Council meeting, Council wanted to change Section 1-12 a, which stated, “Any person violating any provision of this chapter or any rule or regulation duly adopted hereunder may be guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $250, unless otherwise specifically provided.  In addition, such person may be ejected from the park, building or other facility wherein the violation occurred” to “See references in the Code of the State of Virginia.”  Mr. Spitzer stated the change has been made and asked if there were any questions.  No questions.  Councilor Tracy Shafer asked where the rules could be found.  Mr. Spitzer stated they would be posted at the park  and on the website.
3. Smith, McClure, McFaddin –  At the April meeting, Barry Smith, Tara McClure, and Tom McFaddin received letters from the Town of Glasgow stating their property at Cline Alpine Way may be located in the Town of Glasgow instead of the County of Rockbridge.  Barry Smith and Tom McFaddin were present, Tara McClure was not.  Mr. Smith addressed Council, stating his address is 275 Clan Alpine Way, Glasgow, VA, and thanked Council for informing him of this situation, allowing him to speak, and for Council’s continued investigation into this matter.     Mr. Simons stated he and the County have been working with the GIS System and maps to determine the exact boundary lines of the Town of Glasgow. Mr. Simons stated he went to the Glasgow Town Charter to find the town boundaries and also found a platt dated 1890 and both state and show the boundaries include the Clan Alpine area.  Mr. Simons gave copies of the 1890 platt to Mr. Smith, Mr. McFaddin, and Council.  Mr. Simons stated he would continue looking in to this matter until it is resolved.  
4. Ruby Clark – Ms. Clark stated to Council that she would like Council to move forward on the issue Ms. Wood brought up earlier during the Public Comment.  Mr. Simons stated if Council wants to pursue this, he will check to see if this is a possible topic for a referendum and also if it is appropriate for Council to enact as an Ordinance and will let Council know his findings at the June 2010 meeting.  
5. Park Rule Change – Mr. Spitzer asked Mr. Simons if Council has to vote on the park rule change, and Mr. Simons stated if everyone agrees, it is not necessary to vote.

New Business:

1. Southeast Rockbridge Recreation & Parks Development Association (SRRPDA) – Mr. Spitzer stated that at the April Council meeting, Councilor Walker asked what and who SRRPDA is, 
what they do, and any information on them as he had been asked this by many citizens.  Mr. Spitzer stated he had contacted Wendy Duke to come to the meeting to answer this and she had told Mr. Spitzer any information anyone wanted could be found on their website:   glasgowvariverfest.org    Mr. Spitzer stated it is a 2-people non-profit organization.  Mr. Walker stated he had been asked by many citizens where the money is going and wanting to see the organization’s books.  Mr. Funkhouser stated they are 501C-4 non-profit.  Mr. Simons stated if anyone wanted to check to see if they are a non-profit, to check with the State Commission Corporation.  
2. Ray Berkstresser – Mr. Berkstresser told Council he had contacted Delegate Ben Cline and had received two American flags to be flown at Knick Field for Emergency Services Day.  Mr. 
Berkstresser stated that one flag had been flown at the State Capitol and one had been flown at the Nation’s Capitol.  Mr. Berkstresser stated the Ruritans have agreed to help buy a flag pole to put in Knick Field behind the Knick Field sign if they had permission.  Mr. Spitzer stated that one flag would fly at Skyline Manor located beside Knick Field for Emergency Services Day, and the other would be displayed on a fire truck.  Councilor Walker stated there were other organizations and individuals who would be interested in contributing to buying a flag pole.  Motion made by Boyd Walker and seconded by Tracy Shafer to put a flag pole with a light (when money is raised to purchase) at Knick Field behind the Knick sign.  Motion carried.  Mayor Blackburn asked how tall the pole had to be with two flags (American and state) if the flags were 4’x5’.  Roger Funkhouser stated a 20’ pole was used for one flag and a 25’ pole was used for two flags.

3. FY 2010 Budget – Mr. Spitzer stated Council had a copy of the revised budget in their packets and asked if there were any questions.  No questions.  Mr. Spitzer stated the budget would now have to be advertised so can be voted on at the Council meeting in June.  Motion made by Mike Turner and seconded by Monica Dock to advertise the budget.  Motion carried.

4. STP Supervisor Jeff Rankin – Mr. Rankin thanked Council for allowing him to attend the VRWA annual conference in Williamsburg.  He stated Glasgow passed the Virginia Environmental Laboratory Certification Program and it will be renewed in two years.  Mr. Rankin stated VELAP requires a sample tracking log in code.  Mr. Rankin stated Chem.SW has a software program which tracks samples, schedules disposal dates, creates unique sample ID’s, and will batch loads with other samples, and can be used on any samples, such as water pilot test for wells and in-house studies, etc.  The cost is $1,050 plus $329 required initial service fee.  Mr. Rankin stated he needs to have an answer on this by May 19th.  Mr. Rankin stated the first pump purchased for the STP is working fine but the plant is set up for two.  The cost for the second pump will be about $9,970 if purchased this FY.  It will take about four months to get the pump since they are on backorder.  Mr. Spitzer stated purchase of the second pump will be in FY 2010.  Motion made by Tracy Shafer and seconded by Ruby Clark to purchase the second pump.  Motion carried.  Mr. Rankin he will begin land applying the first of June.  He stated the pump will cost $700 versus the $1,900 previously paid in the past and that the truck is paying for itself.

Mr. Rankin stated there is also a software package called SEMS Water and Wastewater that keeps track of new Virginia regulations, inventory control, asset management replacement of pumps, valves, and vehicle maintenance, staff work orders and exact project costs, I&I monitoring, helps predict new budget cost, and can be used for other town projects.  The total cost per year is $3,795 and they will accept quarterly payments of $948.75.  Mr. Spitzer stated the Town currently has access to a free program that will do much of the same items as the SEMS software that is needed for the STP.  Mr. Spitzer stated the free software may be a little more burdensome than SEMS but it is free.  Council took no action on this request.  Motion made by Roger Funkhouser and seconded by Ruby Clark to purchase the software tracking program from ChemSW for $1,050 plus $329 initial service fee.  Motion carried.  
Other Business:

1. Mr. Spitzer stated the Town’s website is now finished and asked if Council had any questions, comments.  There were 

none.

Comments:

1. Mike Turner  - none.
2. Roger Funkhouser – Mr. Funkhouser asked about the new Mohawk signs.  Mr. Spitzer stated VDOT says it will take about 

2-3 months to make as there have been budget cuts in the sign department.  Mr. Funkhouser asked if the old Mohawk signs would be taken down and Mr. Spitzer stated yes.


3.   Boyd Walker – Mr. Walker asked if there have been any violations/tickets written on the newly posted jake brake signs.  


      Mr. Spitzer stated no.

3. Ruby Clark – none.
4. Monica Dock – none.
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM.
