TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

May 12, 2009
Present:  Town Council members Roger Bradley, Ruby Clark, Barbara Early, Mike Turner, Roger Funkhouser, Tracy Shafer. 
Also Present:  Town Manager Ryan Spitzer, Mayor Sam Blackburn, Town Attorney Tom Simons, Town Secretary Jane Higginbotham. 
Guests:  Glasgow Public Works Supervisor Armond “Hammer” Falgoust, Sarah Funkhouser, Bill Wells, Larry Spangler, Marisa McClanahan, Clarence Martin, India Martin, Joyce Wyche, Priscilla Early, Theoplis Early, Roberta Anderson with The News-Gazette.
Meeting called to order by Mayor Blackburn at 7:00 PM.

Public Comment:  
1. Billy Wells – Mr. Wells stated he had proved that Town water had made his house on 520 Pocahontas Street settle 4 inches and that it had cost him $1,200.
2. India Martin – Mrs. Martin stated she was representing the Concerned Citizens Group and the Summer Enrichment Program.  She stated she had been hearing some negative comments about the programs and she came to let everyone know exactly what these are.  Mrs. Martin stated the Summer Enrichment Program began in 1990.  The program is not segregated, and is open to all children in the Glasgow/Natural Bridge area ages 5-14.  The purpose of the program is to have recreation for the children on this end of the County.  They have two (2) qualified teachers, and have organized programs, speakers, arts and crafts, and discussions with the teens regarding issues they face. Mrs. Martin states the program keeps the children busy from 9 AM – 1 PM.  Mrs. Martin continued that the only funding this program receives is a small contribution from the Town and the mowing the Town does at no charge, and there are very limited funds for advertising.  The two (2) teachers are Priscilla Early and Betty Turner.  She continued that some of the programs include field trips, a one-week program each year from a Quaker school from the North, speakers from the Rescue Squad, Fire Department, Sheriff’s Department, people coming in to cook for the children, etc.  She said that people donate their time for this program.  Ruby Clark asked Mrs. Martin how many children were involved in this program and Mrs. Martin stated between 25-30.  She said there used to be around 90 but these children are now grown.
3. Marisa McClanahan – Mrs. McClanahan stated a new committee is in the process of being formed and the name is Southeast ?????????????????  The purpose of the committee is ?????????????????????
4. India Martin – Mrs. Martin stated she had talked about the Concerned Citizens Group.  She stated the group was organized in 1981 because of the empty school building located @ the corner of Catawba Street and 1st Street.
Mrs. Martin stated the group had applied and received a block grant and bought the building from Rockbridge County.  She stated the group had worked through Glasgow Town Council to get the grant and after that, they have done fund raising.  Mrs. Martin continued that Head Start approached them about using the building and they are not charged for this.  Head Start does most of the up-keep and keeping it clean and Concerned Citizens takes care of any major expenses.  She stated there are about 50 members and the membership is $5/year.  This group is open to all citizens of Glasgow and is not segregated.  She said the group is now incorporated by the state of Virginia and are applying for a 501C.  They have a lawyer from Washington & Lee University helping them with this.  Mrs. Martin stated the building is used by the community for many events such as family reunions, birthday parties, weddings.  She said they meet every two (2) months.  She also stated they have received many generous donations from Mohawk, such as blinds, ice maker, tables and chairs.  The fee to use the auditorium is $100, $175 for the kitchen, and out-of-town use is charged more.

Review of Minutes:

1. As there were no comments regarding minutes for the regular April 14, 2009 meeting, the minutes were approved as presented. 
Consideration of Bills:

1. There were three (3) items to be considered.  Motion made by Ruby Clark and seconded by Roger Bradley to pay these bills and any other bills that come up this month.  Motion carried.

Committee/Commission Reports:

1. Parks and Recreation Committee 
a.  The committee has a contract with the band Free Spirit for the first “Music in the Park”, scheduled for Saturday, May 30th from 6:30 PM – 9:30 PM.  The money for the band has been donated by BB&T.  There are two (2) more “Music in the Park” events scheduled for this year, for a total of $1,000 needed for the bands.  There is a contract with a band for the June “Music in the Park” but has not been signed 

                 yet as only have $250 so far.  The Ruritans would like to do a 50/50 

                 raffle at the May event.  There will be handicapped/elderly parking 
                 on Fitzlee so it is more accessible to the Park.   

b. The Committee is building a shower for hikers.  The cost is 

approximately $600.  This is what the money from the Ruritans’ 50/50 will go to if approved by Council.  Dollar General may be donating money also.  There will be a drop box for hikers/campers so the Town will not be responsible for the upkeep.  

c. The Parks and Recreation Committee will not do fundraising.  This 

will now be handled by the new committee for all future fundraising.

d. Next scheduled meeting will be Thursday, June 4th @ 6:30 PM to 

discuss the next “Music in the Park” and others events scheduled for 

2009.


Mayor Blackburn asked if a vote needed to be taken on the request from the

 
Ruritan’s for the 50/50.  Motion made by Ruby Clark and seconded by Mike 


Turner to allow the Ruritan’s to hold a 50/50 raffle at the first “Music in the 


Park” and for the proceeds to go toward the shower being built behind the 


bathrooms at Knick Field.  Motion carried.

Police Report:


None.

Old Business:

1. Police Application Process – A panel of police officers will first interview the 
candidates chosen for consideration and report back to Town Council.  Town 

Council will then interview the candidates.  Town Manager Spitzer stated he 

is in the process of contacting area police officers and should have the panel

picked by the end of the week.  He stated he is looking at getting 2-3 officers.

2. Grass Ordinance – This has been tabled until the June 26, 2009 meeting as

the ad did  not get into the newspapers for the correct timeframe. Town Manager Spitzer stated to Council if any had questions to please see him before the next meeting so their input can be included in the ad.

3. RARO – Town Manager Spitzer stated he had contacted RARO and they 

given him their schedule.  Mr. Spitzer stated he would coordinate with RARO regarding the use of the softball fied.

4. Software – Town Manager Spitzer stated the new accounting software 

recommended by the auditors has been purchased.  He stated that because the

current computers do not have enough memory, he will have to move some of 

his documents to another hard drive so that the new system will be up and 

running by the target July 1st start date.
Back to Public Comments:

1. Mayor Blackburn stated he would like to go back and address several 

concerns raised during Public Comment.  

a. Bill Wells – Mayor Blackburn asked Mr. Wells to again state what had happened regarding the house located at 520 Pocahontas Street.

Mr. Wells stated the Town would not dig a ditch on his property for him to lay pipe to divert water from under the house off the property.  

Mayor Blackburn questioned Town Manager Spitzer about the incident.  Mr. Spitzer stated the County had been out to look at the property as well as himself, and that the conclusion was that the water was coming from a wet weather spring.  Mr. Spitzer stated he had also spoke with a neighbor of Mr. Wells who said this happens every year and he cannot plant his garden until the water dries up.  Mr. Wells stated he had fixed the problem at his own expense, that anyone could come look at the water now continually running out the pipe he put in, and that he had felt the Town Manager had threatened him when he was there to look at the situation.  He continued that the wet weather spring was located in the alley which is Town property.  Town Attorney Simons stated that the origin of the wet weather spring is not really known.  Mr. Wells stated it has now been taken care of and he just wants to move on.

b. India Martin – Roger Funkhouser asked Mrs. Martin what the 

timeframe for the Summer Enrichment Program is.  Mrs. Martin stated 

it runs from July 3 – July 31.  She stated that originally it was five (5)

days a week, but now because of lack of funds, it is three (3) days a

week.  Tracy Shafer asked if the children were taken on field trips in

cars.  Mrs. Martin stated they were.  She said they used to use the 

County’s buses but cannot anymore.  Ruby Clark asked Mrs. Martin 

when the Concerned Citizens Group meets.  Mrs. Martin stated they 

meet every two (2) months.  Town Manager Spitzer stated it is the 4th 

Tuesday of every other month @ 5:30 PM.  Roger Funkhouser asked

Mrs. Martin if the money they receive from the Town is used for the

4-week Summer Enrichment Program.  Mrs. Martin stated it is.  She   

      said their budget is $4,000 a year.  They receive $1,200 from the  
            Town, and some donations from local churches.  They only receive 

            $2,000 now in contributions as they have lost some funding.  Tracy 
            Shafer asked Mrs. Martin if she had a list of supplies needed.  She     

            stated she possibly could get supplies from the local schools or 
            PTA’s. Mrs. Martin stated they are left any supplies each year from 
            the Head Start each year.  Tracy Shafer stated to Mrs. Martin to get  

            her a list and she will check with the schools.  
New Business:

1. Comment on Budget Proposal and Fee Increases – Hearing none, Town

Manager Spitzer told the Council they would meet one (1) more time before

the June 16th meeting (one (1) week before the June meeting).  Town 

Attorney Tom Simons stated he will run the budget one (1) more time in the

local newspaper before the June meeting.

2. River Fest – Town Manager Spitzer stated those working on the River Fest

would like permission to use Town property, namely Knick Field, for 
exhibits, demonstrations in connection with River Fest/Music in the Park on 
Saturday, June 27th.  Armond “Hammer” Falgoust state there will groups 

donating their time and money, such as a disabilities group from Wintergreen.  
                 Terry Bsusalk ??? is a kayak instructor for those with disabilities and is 

affiliated with the Wintergreen group.  There will be a tank at Knick Field

for demonstrations.  Mr. Falgoust stated there will also be part of the East      
Coast Canoe Club here, and that Joan Manley wants to do a boat ramp 

dedication the same day.  This is still being worked on.  Mayor Blackburn 
asked if the Town would be liable if someone gets hurt on Town property.   

Town Manager Spitzer stated we should be covered.  Mr. Falgoust continued 

that there would also be canoe companies, etc. at the boat dock renting

equipment, etc. for the day.  Mr. Falgoust stated the new committee which 

has been formed is designed so get everyone in the community to work 

together for the good of the Town.  Town Manager Spitzer stated the only

possible liability would be at the water tank on Knick Field and that there

will be waiver forms to be signed so that the Town will not be held

responsible.  Town Attorney Simons stated he was confident that the Town 

would be covered but for Mr. Spitzer to check with the insurance company

just to be safe.  Mr. Falgoust stated they would like to know now so that

they can begin advertising, as the date is set for June 27th.  Motion made by

Tracy Shafer and seconded by Ruby Clark to allow the use of Knick Field for

part of River Fest on Saturday, June 27, 2009, as long as there will be no 

liability to the Town.  Motion carried.

3. Ordinance on Noise – Town Manager Spitzer stated that the qualitative

noise variance which is in most localities ordinances has been struck down

by the courts.  He stated that a decibal meter would need to be purchased or

change the Town ordinance.  Town Attorney Simons stated that this is true;

however, Rockbridge General District Court system is still upholding these

ordinances.  Mr. Simons recommended to Council to wait and see what the

other localities, such as Buena Vista, Lexington, Rockbridge County decided

to do regarding their noise ordinance and go from there.

Other:

1. Town Attorney Simons stated an inventory of all police equipment, firearms

had been finished.  He stated that included in the firearms is an automatic

machine gun.  He stated that past Town Sergeant Stewart had been trained to use this and that is why the Town has it.  Roger Funkhouser stated he would

like to wait until Council hires a new Town Police before deciding what to do

with the machine gun as the new officer may be trained to use it.

Council Comments:

1. Tracy Shafer – None.

2. Roger Funkhouser – 
a. Mr. Funkhouser told Larry Spangler that the ordinance in question at last month’s meeting could be found in Chapter 4, Section 4.8, Cruelty to Animals.  
b. Mr. Funkhouser stated that in last month’s minutes it read that Rockbridge County had purchased a flow meter but that he thought it was purchased by the County Fire Association.  Public Works Supervisor Armond Falgoust asked who would use the flow meter.  Town Manager Spitzer stated it had not been worked out yet.  Mr. Funkhouser stated that in most localities the fire department was handling it.  

c. Mr. Funkhouser asked how much the mosquito bricks cost.  Mr. Falgoust stated about $800 per box but that the County purchases them and donates them to the Town.  He stated he used two (2) boxes

per year.  Town Manager Spitzer stated the Town is under contract with the County for this.  The County owns the equipment and buys the bricks, and the Town applies them each year.

3. Mike Turner – Mr. Turner asked Mrs. Martin why the County would not let

the Summer Enrichment Program use their buses anymore.  Mrs. Martin stated that the cost of gas started going up and that they only wanted their

drivers to drive the buses and their insurance did not cover this.
                      

4.   Town Manager Spitzer – Mr. Spitzer stated the deadline for all those running   
                 for the three (3) open Council seats and the Mayor seat is Tuesday, June 9,                    
                 2009 @ 7:00 PM.  Town Hall has the required forms and they must be 
                 notarized, which can be done at Town Hall.  They are to be turned in to the 

                 Rockbridge County Registrar Office.

4. Barbara Early – None.

5. Ruby Clark – 

a. Ms. Clark asked if the next scheduled Town Council meeting is June

16, 2009.  Town Manager Spitzer stated yes.



b.   Ms. Clark asked if a noise ordinance variance were needed for “Music



      in the Park” for May 30th.  Ruby Clark made motion and was 



      seconded by Roger Funkhouser to give permission to break the noise

                             ordinance for the May 20th “Music in the Park”.  Town Manager 



      Spitzer stated a blanket request could be made for all three (3) “Music

                             in the Park” events for 2009.  Mrs. Clark amended her motion to 

                             include all three (3) “Music in the Park” events for 2009 in the 


      request to break the noise ordinance.  Motion seconded by Roger 

                             Funkhouser.  Motion carried.

c. Ms. Clark stated there is a spot at the corner of 7th Street and Fitzlee

Street where several people have got stuck in and had to be pulled

out.  Ms. Clark asked if there was something the Town or State could

do to this so this would not happen again.  Town Manager Spitzer

stated he would look at it.

d. Ms. Clark stated  the grass between the Landes and Lunsford property
is now about 3’ high.  Town Manager Spitzer stated he was aware of

this and will be sending ordinance letters out tomorrow, May 13th.  He

stated the recipients have ten (10) days to take care of the matter.

e. Ms. Clark stated that Jason Crawford lives at 6th Street & Pocahontas

Street.  She stated the ditch there stands full of water.  Mr. Crawford

had asked Ms. Clark who was responsible for fixing the ditch and 

would he get in trouble if he did it.  Public Works Supervisor Falgoust

stated it is the state’s responsibility.  He said the state put the culvert in, but if Mr. Crawford wants dirt to fill it in, the Town has dirt that he can fill it in with.  Town Manager Spitzer stated he would look at this problem first.

f. Ms. Clark stated that Joey Hall lives @ 14th Street and Anderson 

Street.  Mr. Hall has water standing and asked Ms. Clark if the Town could dig a ditch he would put a pipe in to drain the water.  Town Manager Spitzer stated he would look at it.  

g. Ms. Clark stated there needs to be a stop sign at entrance of  13th 
Street and Rockbridge Road.  James Spangler lives on the right corner.

Town Manager Spitzer stated he had contact VDOT before and there is a lot of procedures to go through.

6. Roger Bradley – None.

With no further comments, the meeting was adjourned by Mayor Blackburn at 8:15 PM.

