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Minutes of Town Council Meeting
November 12, 2013
Glasgow Public Library
Council Members Present:  Sonny Williams, Roger Funkhouser, Monica Dock, 
Ruby Clark.
Absent:  Councilor Mike Turner (illness)

Also Present:  Mayor Sam Blackburn, Town Manager Paul Parker, Administrative Assistant Jane Higginbotham, Town Attorney Tom Simons 
Guests Present:  Jeremy Kilgore, Carolyn Bradley, Andrea Bradley, STP Supervisor Jeff Rankin, Glasgow Community Watch VP Rebecca Chittum, Sgt. Aaron Britton, Bob Kindle, Natalie Harris, Reese McClanahan, United Way of Rockbridge Rep’s. Bob Glidden and Kelly Fujiwara, Public Works Supervisor Armond Falgoust, Larry Spangler.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Ruby Clark, followed by a brief prayer.  

Mayor Sam Blackburn called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  
United Way of Rockbridge Presentation:

Mr. Bob Glidden stated the United Way supports 18 agencies in Rockbridge County.  Mr. Glidden stated the United Way is trying to address future needs for the area.  Mr. Glidden  introduced Mrs. Kelly Fujiwara to tell about this need.  Mrs. Fujiwara stated they had spoken with all area schools, preschools, and determined education is key, and to help area children be more successful, they have initiated a program called Rockbridge Reads.  Mrs. Fujiara stated the program will start January 2014, two (2) days a week.  Mrs. Fujiwara stated they are targeting pregnant women and young families to help create the change in culture regarding learning.  Mrs. Fujiwara stated W&L’s Campus Kitchens will provide a meal at the weekly program.  Mrs. Fujiwara stated they chose two (2) areas that do not have libraries i.e. Natural Bridge and Fairfield to begin the program.  Mrs. Fujiwara stated the program for this area will be held at the Natural Bridge Christian Fellowship Church.  Mrs. Fujiwara stated they hope to grow the program as they get more sights.   Mrs. Fujiwara stated their second project is to give early learning bags to these children and their parents to help support them in preparing their children for school.  Mrs. Fujiwara stated the bags will contain age appropriate books, health information, library information, etc.  Mr. Glidden stated he is asking the Town of Glasgow to help spread the word.  Councilor Monica Dock asked if donations could be made to the United Way for a specific program.  Mr. Glidden stated yes, cash or book donations are accepted.  
Public Comment Period:  

Bob Kindle – Mr. Kindle stated he would like the community to participate in the newsletter he has been writing.  Mr. Kindle stated he would like to get an interview or statement from each Council member and will go to them individually.  Mr. Kindle stated Glasgow only had about 20% of registered voters to vote in the November election.  Mr. Kindle stated there are two (2) boat locks on the outskirts of Glasgow that could be resources for Glasgow as tourist attractions.  Mr. Kindle stated he had heard concerns from citizens of North Glasgow.  Mr. Kindle stated the Community Center would be a good place to show movies.
Larry Spangler – Mr. Spangler stated the Glasgow Christmas Parade will be Sunday, December 8, 2013 @ 4:00 PM.  Mr. Spangler stated line-up begins at 3:00 PM.  Mr. Spangler stated Mayor Sam Blackburn will be the Grand Marshall and will be driven by Richard Pryor.  Mr. Spangler stated Councilor Dock could not get a response from the RCHS Band, so he has contacted the Virginia Highlands Pipes & Drums Band.  Mr. Spangler stated he does not have a firm answer yet but feels sure they will be able to come.  Mr. Spangler stated the theme of the Christmas Parade is “Sights and Sounds of Christmas”.

Review of Minutes:

Motion by Monica Dock and Seconded by Ruby Clark to approve minutes for the October 8, 2013 meeting.
Carried unanimous voice vote.

Consideration of Bills:
Town Manager Paul Parker stated there are two (2) quotes to the Computer Dr., LLC in Fairfield to clean up the computer wiring and to purchase two (2) new computers.  Town Manager Parker stated Council had approved new desk top computers last year when Interim Town Manager Bill Rolfe was here.  Town Manager Parker stated Mr. Rolfe had hired BTMI out of Staunton to do the networking in Town Hall and to purchase three (3) computers, but BTMI only bought a new server, updated Quick Books and a new Word program, and installed a firewall.  Councilor Monica Dock asked what entailed cleaning up the wiring.  Town Manager Parker stated the Computer Dr. said everything is basically patched together with wires hanging everywhere and is a safety hazard.  Town Manager Parker stated BTMI did some of the wiring and the rest was already there.  Town Manager Parker stated the Administrative Assistant’s and Town Sgt.’s computers are about four (4) years old and very slow and need to be replaced immediately.  Councilor Roger Funkhouser asked if this has been budgeted.  Town Manager Parker stated he has capital improvement funds.
Motion by Roger Funkhouser and Seconded by Monica Dock to approve all bills and any other bills that may come up.
Carried unanimous voice vote.

STP Supervisor Jeff Rankin stated the quote for the incubator is to replace the original incubator that is there now which was built in the 1990’s.  Mr. Rankin stated the compressor is almost gone in it and a new compressor costs as much as a new incubator. Mr. Rankin stated this has been approved in the capital improvement budget.  Mr. Rankin stated the old one can be scrapped or given to another utility.  Mr. Rankin stated the Town can get a violation if it is not replaced.   

Committee/Commission Reports:
Parks and Recreation Committee – Town Manager Paul Parker stated Parks and Recreation met the first Monday in November and talked about what they would like to do in 2014.  Town Manager Parker stated they will meet again the second Monday in February 2014.  Carolyn Bradley stated Parks and Recreation is sponsoring the Glasgow Community Christmas Celebration on Sunday, December 1, 2013 @ the rescue squad building from 2:00 – 4:00 PM.  
Streets & Lights Committee – Town Manager Paul Parker stated VDOT placed reflective poles at the end of Anderson Street and on two (2) on Fitzlee Street.  Councilor Ruby Clark stated a street light is needed at the end of Anderson Street towards Mr. Hawkins’ home.  Town Manager Parker stated he can make a request to Dominion Power for a pole.  Natalie Harris stated a pole is also needed at the Community Center at Lone Jack Road.

Councilor Roger Funkhouser asked if changes to Chapter 6 and Chapter 14 had been advertised for a Public Hearing.  Town Manager Tom Simons stated he will advertise for a Public Hearing to be held on Tuesday, December 10, 2013 and then Council can vote on the changes.

Police Activity Report:

Town Sgt. Aaron Britton stated he had six (6) calls in reference to the Teen Dance held at the rescue squad building and he was called out for two (2) of them.  Town Sgt. Britton stated he will attend the next dance for a Police presence.  Town Sgt. Britton stated Glasgow Community Watch VP Rebecca Chittum will give the report for Community Watch.  Ms. Chittum stated Community Watch handed out 350 Halloween treat bags to Natural Bridge Elementary students.  Ms. Chittum stated Community Watch helped with the Trunk or Treat event at the Glasgow Baptist Church.  Ms. Chittum stated they have 100 “Warning - Community Watch” signs.  Ms. Chittum stated those 60 years of age and above will receive signs for their yard.  Ms. Chittum stated they will also be contacting residents asking them to join Community Watch and if they do they also get a sign for their yard.   Ms. Chittum stated they have been working on the bylaws and the budget and will hold elections in December.  Ms. Chittum stated they will be in the Christmas Parade.  Ms. Chittum stated their next meeting is Monday, December 2, 2013 @ 7:00 PM at the Library.  
Old Business:
None.

New Business:
A. Central Shenandoah Planning District Commission – Town Manager Paul Parker stated CSPDC has requested Glasgow to send a letter to Richmond to the Department of Agriculture to be considered, with other localities, to receive planning support to undertake projects and programs to bring economic and community development to Glasgow.
B. Permission to Land Owner for Access to Well #2 Road – Town Manager Paul Parker stated Alan Gibson bought 41 acres surrounding the Town’s well.  Town Manager Parker stated Mr. Gibson wants a key to the gate at the well house for access to his property.  Town Manager Tom Simons suggested it would be best for Council to give the Town Manager the authority to let Mr. Gibson use the key occasionally.  

C. Employee Health Insurance Changes – Town Manager Paul Parker stated the Affordable Care Act (ACA) requires group policies to have cover more items than the Town of Glasgow has in its current policy.  Town Manager Parker stated to keep this policy, the rates will go up 44%.  Town Manager Parker stated this is approximately $12,000 - $13,000 extra per year.  Town Manager Parker stated Broker Joe Horvath is working on doing individual policies but they would still be considered a group plan and the premiums should remain about the same or less.  Town Manager Parker stated if there is an increase he will notify Council at the December meeting.

Manager Report:
A. Proposed Schedule for Water Improvement Project – Town Manager Paul Parker stated ads were in the Roanoke paper.  Town Manager Parker stated Pre-Bid Conference is scheduled on November 14, 2013 @ 10:00 AM at the Library.  Town Manager Parker stated Bid Openings will be December 3, 2013 @ 1:00 PM at the Library.  Town Manager Parker stated the bid will not be awarded until VRA approves/closes on the loan.  Town Manager Parker stated the Richmond office of VDH has to send a FONSI (Finding of No Significant Impact) to the Lexington office and then the Town has to advertise the FONSI for two (2) weeks.  Town Manager Parker stated he is hopeful the loan closing will be the first two (2) weeks of January 2014.
B. Canoe Launch – Town Manager Paul Parker stated DGIF will conduct the Mussell Survey in April 2014 or the Town can hire someone.  Town Manager Parker stated he contacted James River Association who has some biologists who may be able to supply the Town with Mussell Surveys already done.  Town Manager Parker stated they may require the Town to fund this and if so he will let Council know.  Town Manager Parker stated DGIF will then issue a permit to build the canoe launch.  Town Manager Parker stated the Town needs to have the landscape/architect plan in place i.e. location of picnic tables, etc. when get ready to build the launch.  Councilor Roger Funkhouser asked what happens if the extension the Town received from DGIF of May 2014 expires and the launch has not been built yet.  Town Manager Parker stated he will contact the DGIF grant people.
C. Renew C&S Contract – Town Manager Paul Parker stated Steve Flint wants to update the trash contract C&S has with the Town as it has not been updated for approximately ten (10) years.  Town Manager Parker stated the contract automatically renews every year.  Town Manager Parker stated the bill is approximately $21,000 per year and the Town only collects approximately $17,000 per year, so the Town has been supplementing this with tax money.  Town Manager Parker stated the trash fee needs to be increased.  Town Manager Parker stated when the garbage ordinance is updated, Council can take care of this at that time.

Other Comments:

Reese McClanahan stated she would like the 911 call response for September.  Town Sgt. Aaron Britton suggested contacting Craig Sheets, Rockbridge County 911 Coordinator, to come the December meeting to explain these reports.

Town Manager Paul Parker stated he has been contacted by Mohawk regarding their well.  Town Manager Parker stated he and STP Supervisor Jeff Rankin has a meeting with Facilities Engineer Tim Daniels and Plant Manager Roger Miller on Wednesday, November 20, 2013.  Town Manager Parker stated Mohawk has a high producing well and wants to start negotiations for Glasgow to take over their well.  Town Manager Parker stated Glasgow would sell them water at bulk rate.  Town Manager Parker the $50,000 planning grant Glasgow has could be used for this.  Town Manager Parker stated the well is located in the flood zone but would benefit the Town.
Councilor Ruby Clark stated the welcome sign on Lone Jack Road is missing.  Public Works Supervisor Armond Falgoust stated he has several of the signs in the Town Shop.  Councilor Roger Funkhouser stated it would be better if the sign were placed on the corner instead of the hill and could be better maintained.  Councilor Funkhouser stated Gerry Locher owns the corner lot.

Councilor Ruby Clark asked if the cameras at the STP have been replaced.  Town Sgt. Aaron Britton stated they have, and the old cameras were mounted at Town Hall.

Councilor Roger Funkhouser stated new appointments need to be made for the Planning Commission and the Zoning Board.  Town Manager Paul Parker stated he will put this on the agenda for December so appointments can be made and they can take office in January 2014.  Councilor Funkhouser stated Larry Spangler comes off the Zoning Board and Chris Norris comes off the Planning Commission.  Councilor Roger Funkhouser stated Jeremy Kilgore can go on the Planning Commission as he is already on the Zoning Board.
Councilor Ruby Clark asked if Town employees’ Christmas bonuses will be brought up at the December meeting.  Town Manager Paul Parker stated Council approved this in the budget.

Motion by Monica Dock and Seconded by Ruby Clark to adjourn at 8:30 PM.

Carried unanimous voice vote.
________________________________________      _____________________________
Mayor                                                                           Clerk
