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Minutes of Town Council Meeting
September 11, 2012
Glasgow Public Library
Council Members Present:  Roger Funkhouser, Mike Turner, Monica Dock, Ruby Clark, Caleb Keckler.
Also Present:  Town Manager Ryan Spitzer, Mayor Sam Blackburn, Town Secretary Jane Higginbotham, Town Attorney Tom Simons 

Guests Present:  Stanley & Doris Wright, James Reed, Reese McClanahan, Tom McFadden, Carol Chrycy, TOG Public Works Supervisor Armond Falgoust, TOG Sgt. Aaron Britton, Roberta Anderson with The News-Gazette. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Ruby Clark, followed by a brief prayer.

Mayor Sam Blackburn called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Public Comment Period:  

Tom McFadden – Mr. McFadden stated he had received his copy of the survey by Green Forest Survey of his property from the Town of Glasgow.  Mr. McFadden stated the survey shows half his property is in the Town of Glasgow and wanted to know what the Town of Glasgow was going to decide regarding taxes.  Town Manager Ryan Spitzer stated it had been suggested previously by Council to forgive RE taxes for Mr. McFadden’s life time, but when it is deeded to someone else or sold, the RE taxes would be paid to the Town of Glasgow, and that Mr. McFadden would be required to buy a Glasgow Town decal and pay PP taxes to Glasgow.  Issue will be revisited during New Business.
Review of Minutes:
Regular meeting 8/14/2012.  No comments.
Motion by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Mike Turner to approve minutes.  
Carried unanimous voice vote.

Consideration of Bills:
Town Manager Spitzer stated he needed to add $900 to Dudley Tree Service for six (6) large sycamore trees to be cut at the STP to keep leaves from going into the oxidation ditch.  Mr. Spitzer stated the wood would be used at the hiker shelter.

Motion by Ruby Clark and Seconded by Mike Turner to pay bills as presented and any other bills that may come up.  
Carried unanimous voice vote.

Committee/Commission Reports:
Planning Commission – Town Manager Spitzer stated the Planning Commission decided at this time to make no restrictions on yard sales in the business district, and would revisit the issue if it becomes a problem.  Mr. Spitzer stated the Planning Commission continues to work on updating the Comprehensive Plan.  Mr. Spitzer stated they have gone through four (4) chapters and does not know when it will be complete.
Police Activity Report:

Sgt. Aaron Britton stated his report is on file with Town Council.  Councilor Monica Dock stated she saw in Sgt. Britton’s report that he had been out with the Rockbridge County Sherriff’s Office to see where the “hot spots” are.  Councilor Dock asked if Sgt. Britton had to assist the County with any calls yet.  Sgt. Britton stated yes, he had been to Arnolds Valley several times and the trailer park on Rt. 501.

Old Business:
A.  Resistivity Test – Town Manager Spitzer stated Council had a map of the three (3) new areas where there is a potential for water.  Mr. Spitzer stated sites A and C are considered the best sites.  Mr. Spitzer stated Council has a copy of an email from Ted Dean of ATS International with his thoughts on the sites.  Mr. Dean ranked Site C as 3rd choice because it gets narrow 600’ down.  Mr. Spitzer stated this site in located on land owned by Mr. Locher, and is between Joyce Wyche and Wilma Long’s house.  Mr. Spitzer stated Site A is behind Leon Field’s house, and is the 1st choice, but they do not know if this would be acceptable because it would have to be moved to the wooded area.  Mr. Spitzer stated site B was too close to the railroad and they did not want the well to be contaminated from trains.  Mr. Spitzer stated it would only take one (1) month to put the test well in, and the grant money has to be spent by June 1, 2013.  Mr. Spitzer stated the $30,000 includes clearing the site, putting a road in, and drilling the well.  Mr. Spitzer stated four (4) lots are needed to drill the test well.  Mr. Spitzer stated Mr. Locher is waiting on a contract.  Town Attorney Tom Simons stated the contract should be contingent on finding water, then Town would buy lots.  Mr. Spitzer stated he does not have a price on the lots.

Motion by Roger Funkhouser and Seconded by Ruby Clark to go with Site C.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

Motion by Roger Funkhouser and Seconded by Monica Dock to proceed with Gerry Locher and write a contract for the lots, contingent on finding water.

Carried unanimous voice vote.
B.  Storm Update – Town Manager Spitzer stated he has two (2) quotes for replacing the roof only on the shop at about $13,000.  Mr. Spitzer stated quotes for the other repairs are: fence - $750; ball field lights - $14,000; shop roof - $25,262.23.  Mr. Spitzer stated  removing the brush cost $1,300 and he is still working with the County regarding reimbursement.  Councilor Roger Clark asked if any other electrical work needed to be done at the ball field when the electrician will be there to do the repair work on the light pole, and that it should be included.  Mr. Spitzer stated he would talk to the contractor and with Public Works Supervisor Falgoust.  

C. Public Works Building – Town Manager Spitzer stated he has three (3) quotes for a new steel building.  Mr. Spitzer stated he has met tentatively with a contractor with Oak Tree, as well as Mr. Locher, who owns the land across the road from the current shop.  Mr. Spitzer stated Oak Tree’s cost would be $144,130 for construction, $49,658 for steel, with a total of $193,788.  Mr. Spitzer stated this does not include the land as he does not have a price from Mr. Locher yet.  Mr. Spitzer stated Rural Development cannot give a grant for the construction, but they can give one for material to go inside i.e. furniture.  Mr. Spitzer stated Rural Development can also do a 40-year loan @ 3.5%.  Mr. Spitzer stated the plan includes three (3) bay doors in front, 16’ ceiling, and a walk-out door.  Councilor Monica Dock stated she needed to see an actual picture or drawing of where everything would be located.  Mrs. Dock stated there should be bay doors in the front and back.  Councilor Roger Funkhouser stated the quotes do not include the finish work i.e. concrete, pavement, etc.  Mr. Funkhouser stated Council needs to have another work session to see exactly what is needed in the building.  Councilor Dock stated Public Works needs to be at the workshop.  Mr. Spitzer stated he will have a drawing for Council for the work session on Thursday, September 13, 2012.  

Councilor Funkhouser asked if Town Manager Spitzer had sent a letter to the railroads yet about removing the screens from the culverts.  Mr. Spitzer stated he has not.  

Councilor Funkhouser asked if Town Manager Spitzer had sent letter to County asking to help pay for storm damage clean-up.  Mr. Spitzer stated he had spoken with David Hinty and he will bring it up before the County Board of Supervisors.  

New Business:
A.  Stanley Wright – Mr. Wright stated he had purchased land from Elise Johnson with a right-of-way on an old logging road to get to his land.  The old logging road veers off from the Town’s road to the well on the mountain.  Mr. Stanley stated others who also purchased land from Mrs. Johnson had put a road in below the right-of-way and put a gate up and a tree across the old logging road, preventing him from being able to get to his land.  Mr. Wright stated Mrs. Johnson, the realtor, and the other owners had put money together for the new road and would give him a right-of-way on their road for $400.  Mr. Wright asked the town for right-of-way on the Town road to get to his property and stated he would pay for any advertising for the public hearing.  Town Attorney Tom Simons stated there were several things the Town could do for Mr. Wright i.e. grant him right-of-way, lease it to him, etc., but there would have to be a public hearing, which would have to be advertised for two (2) weeks and then have public comment at the public hearing.  
Motion by Ruby Clark and  Seconded by Mike Turner to advertise for a Public Hearing to grant Mr. Wright right-of-way on the Town’s road going to the well to get to his property.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

Mr. Simons told Mr. Spitzer he would need a description of the property/road to put in the Public Hearing advertisement.

B.  Personal Property Tax Relief Act Rate – Town Manager Spitzer stated Council needs to set the annual relief rate for personal property taxes.  Mr. Spitzer recommended using the same 49.5% as last year.

Motion by Roger Funkhouser and Seconded by Mike Turner to set the Personal Property Tax Relief Act Rate to 49.5%.

Carried unanimous voice vote.

C.  CSX Leasing Agreement – Town Manager Spitzer stated he had spoken with a representative from CSX and they are willing to grant the Town of Glasgow a 20-year lease for $1 per year on the property fronting the James River.  Mr. Spitzer stated the Town would have to work with partners to build the covered walkway under the tracks and maintain the area, put tables there, etc. (Town already maintains the area).  Councilor Roger Funkhouser stated Jean Clark with the Rockbridge County Tourism Board said there are grants available.  Mr. Spitzer stated at this time this would fall under the Parks and Recreation Committee.

Motion by Roger Funkhouser and Seconded by Monica Dock to accept the 20-year lease for $1 per year on the property fronting the James River from CSX.

Carried unanimous voice vote

D.  VA. Dept. of Health/Rural Development Water Development Grant – Town Manager Spitzer stated he would like to set up a work session to talk about the grant.  Mr. Spitzer stated VDH and RD will partner to give the Town $4.5 million to do the study but the Town has to accept by September 21, 2012.  Mr. Spitzer stated all money must be accepted.  Mr. Spitzer stated VDH has a $.335 million grant and $1.195 million loan, and RD has a $1.25 million grant and $1 million loan.  Councilor Monica Dock stated she would like to include Public Works and the STP in the work session.  Mr. Spitzer stated Hurt & Proffitt would also come.  Council agreed to the first work session set for Thursday, September 13, 2012 at 2:30 PM, and to set a second work session if needed at this time. 

Town Manager Spitzer stated there will be an Electronics Collection Day (computers, televisions, anything with a cord) for Saturday, September 22, 2012 from 9:00 AM – 

1:00 PM at the Rockbridge County Maintenance Garage.  Mr. Spitzer stated there will be a Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day (antifreeze, used oil, batteries, tires, etc.) on Saturday, September 29, 2012 from 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM at the Rockbridge County Maintenance Garage.  

Tom McFadden – Town Manager Spitzer stated Mr. McFadden has 48 acres.  Mr. Spitzer stated half the acreage and the house (1510 1st Street) have been found to be in Glasgow town limits.  Mr. Spitzer stated historically when this happens, the area where the house is located is where the taxes would be paid.   Mr. Spitzer stated Council had previously discussed forgiving Mr. McFadden real estate taxes for his life time at this address, and when the property is deeded to someone else or is sold, real estate taxes would be paid to the Town of Glasgow.  Mr. Spitzer stated Council had also recommended Mr. McFadden purchase a Glasgow town decal and pay personal property taxes to the Town.

Motion by Monica Dock for Tom McFadden to purchase Town of Glasgow decals and send him a letter regarding real estate taxes forgiven for his life time at this address (1510 1st Street), and real estate taxes would be paid to the Town of Glasgow when the property is deeded to someone else or is sold.

Motion Withdrawn for lack of second.

Motion by Monica Dock and Seconded by Caleb Keckler that the Town of Glasgow will forgive Tom McFadden real estate taxes for his life time at this address (1510 1st Street), Mr. McFadden will purchase annual Town of Glasgow decals and pay personal property taxes to the Town of Glasgow, and a letter will be sent to Mr. McFadden stating when his property is deeded to someone else or property is sold, real estate taxes will be paid to the Town of Glasgow.
Carried unanimous voice vote.
Additional Items:
Councilor Ruby Clark stated there is an 18-wheeler with no tires is parked on Rt. 130 at the insurance office, and asked how long it would be there.  Sgt. Britton stated is has tags on it and he will find out who owns it and will have it towed if necessary.
Councilor Roger Funkhouser stated 1515 7th Street, owned by James Fitzgerald, had been sold and asked if the new owner would be removing the trailer that is there.  Town Manager Spitzer stated he would speak to Wilhelm Real Estate.

Doris Wright – Mrs. Wright asked what had been found out regarding the water run-off on Sallings Mountain.  Town Manager Spitzer stated he had spoken to Army Corp of Engineers and the Town may have to have a permit if any endangered species are found there.

Reese McClanahan – Mrs. McClanahan asked Council for an update on the abandoned houses.  Town Manager Spitzer stated he is talking to Town Attorney Tom Simons about what to do about the three (3) houses that have not complied.  Mr. Spitzer stated the list on the Town website.  Mrs. McClanahan stated there are one-time grants available to work on houses that are an eyesore.  Mr. Spitzer stated the homeowner has to be willing to help with it.  Doris Wright stated she would like to add to that list a long building beside their property on Shawnee (goo up the alley) that has no windows, and has grass and vines growing over it.
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.
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