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When F.N. Bard came west to ranch in Arizona
after the Depression, he soon became disillusioned with
the performance of the native cattle. His country was
rugged and rocky, with extreme temperatures, sparse
rainfall, and scattered feed. Said Bard, ““| want to find a
breed—or make a breed—of cattle, that with the same
number, on the same range, will produce more
pounds of saleable beef.”

This he meticulously set out to do with geneticist
E.S. (Jack) Humphrey, combining the genetics of the
Africander, Hereford, Shorthorn, Brahman and Angus
breeds. Over the years he fine tuned his breeding
program until he had fixed the desired characteristics
and developed what he believed was the ideal breed.
However, it was only a little over a decade ago that
these cattle became available to outside breeders in
any numbers.

Today, cattlemen all over the country are discovering
what Bard knew, that the Barzona is the optimum beef
machine. They are hardy and adaptable to all areas of
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the country, and their moderate size gives them
maximum efficiency.

General Characteristics

The Barzona is a smooth, long bodied, well
balanced, medium size beef animal. Actual mature size
varies somewhat with the environment. The Barzona is
distinguishable by its longish head and may be either
horned or polled. They are generally medium red, but
color may vary from dark to light red, with occasional
white on the underline or switch. Barzonas possess a
high degree of herd instinct and are curious and
intelligent, but quiet and easy to handle.

Hardiness

The infusion of Africander blood into the Barzona
gene pool has much to do with the breed’s exception-
al hardiness. A native African breed, the Africander
dates back to the 15th century. It is known for feet and
legs built to handle rough country, an ability to utilize
a high level of browse, and wild type grazing, as well
as heat tolerance and insect and disease resistance.
Today's Barzona exhibits all these traits, plus the ability
to grow thicker hair in colder climates.

Barzona calves are exceptionally hardy, exhibiting
high vigor and a bred-in will to live at birth. Pinkeye
and cancer eye are almost non-existent in the breed
due to their dark pigmentation and deeper eye set.
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Adaptability

Perhaps it is because they were developed in one
of the most rugged and demanding areas of the
country that Barzonas have proven themselves to be
an exceptionally adaptable breed. Starting in the
mountain and desert regions, this hardy breed has
moved across the country, from the snows of the
Northwest to the grasslands of the Midwest, to the
swamps of the Southeast.

Cattlemen in the desert regions of the West like their
ability to travel great distances from water and survive
on rough, lowly palatable forages. In the north country
they find that they adapt easily to freezing tempera-
tures and severe weather, even at calving time. In the
South they utilize the native browse to maximum
advantage and have proven highly resistant to the
onslought of insects, parasites and hot temperatures.
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Efficiency

The Barzona is definitely a ‘‘no frills” breed,
requiring less care and expensive inputs than other
breeds. The moderate sized females produce more
pounds of calf per cow at less expense and throughout
a longer, more productive lifetime. They are also
naturally disease and parasite resistant, requiring less
vet care and medication.

Fertility and Calving Ease

Barzona females tend to be fertile, breeding as
yearlings to calve at two. With light birth weight,
streamline shaped calves, they tend to calve easily
without assistance and breed back year after year even
under stressed conditions. Barzona bulls are hardy and
vigorous, exemplifying high libido. They tend to reach
puberty early and are useful throughout a long
productive life.

On the Rail

The Barzona will hang a high yielding, High Good to

Choice carcass at the most desirable market weight.
The carcass is muscular and well-marbled with a high
ratio of lean to fat, and high cutability. Barzonas excel
in feedlot performance due to a bred-in ability to
convert feed efficiently into red meat. Optimum
genetic size allows them to finish at @ market weight
desired most by the packer and consumer, with less
time on feed.




The Breeding Up Program

The BBAA Breed Up To Barzona Program allows the
breeder to use registered purebred Barzona bulls on
any registered or crossbred cow base and register the
female progeny as “‘Percentage Barzonas”. With con-
tinued use of Barzona bulls, the progeny of the
third-cross (7/8) Barzona females are registerable as
purebred (15/16) Barzonas. A breeder can use either
single sire or multiple sire, registered purebred bulls in
his total breeding program. An increasing number of
progressive breeders around the country are taking
advantage of this program.

Barzonas in Crossbreeding

The Barzona is a true composite breed developed
through years of selection. The registry was closed in
1955, so the breed’s genetic characteristics have been
solidly fixed. It is a valuable outcross for English,
European or Brahman based animals. The Barzona
adds extreme hybrid vigor and uniformity, increasing
its marketability substantially.*The Barzona sired calf
“'hits the ground running,” and is extremely vigorous
and growthy.
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How BBAA Helps

The Barzona Breeders Association of America was
established in 1968 to serve its growing number of
breeders. With offices in Prescott, Arizona, it provices
registration, transfer, inventory and performance ser-
vices for all members. Barzona breeders have access to
a computer performance registry to process weaning
and yearling information and dam production records.
In addition, an aggressive marketing program provides
the membership with a breeder listing service for
selling cattle, and a promotional program that includes
national advertising, a quarterly newsletter and breed-
er directory.

The cattlemen involved in the BBAA believe in the
true economics of commercial beef production. The
association is performance oriented and does not
sanction or sponsor Barzona breeding cattle shows.

For more information
contact:



