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M I S TA K E  1
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K E Y  P O I N T:

If you do not feel comfortable filing the petition for probate on your own, you 

should seek professional legal advice from a qualified attorney or paralegal.
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M I S TA K E  2

NOT KNOWING HOW PROBATE WORKS

When a loved one passes away, the big questions are: 

• What am I supposed to do first?

• Do I need an attorney?

• Do I need to file for probate?

• Do I need to sell the house?

There are no easy answers to most of these questions, but in answer to the first 

one, you should start by gathering as much information as possible. Begin by 

looking for a will or a living trust the decedent may have left for the family. This will 

be invaluable to you as you begin the process of dealing with the estate. 

Unfortunately, many people in the United States have no will or living trust, so 

don’t be discouraged if you can’t find these documents. It will still be possible to 

settle the estate, but it may be more complicated. 
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Next, consider contacting an attorney who specializes in probate. There are many 

ways to go about searching for this professional. One option is to search online for 

a local probate attorney using websites such as USProbateServices.org. Another 

option is to contact the bar association in the decedent’s home state and ask for a 

referral to a probate attorney in the area. A third option is to request a prescreened 

list of local attorneys from our probate team. This will most likely be the easiest 

and most reliable approach to finding the right attorney for your needs.

Once you have found the right legal advisor, that person will guide you as you 

begin gathering all the documents you will need. Don’t worry if you cannot locate 

some of them. Do the best you can, and the lawyer will advise you about how to 

address the matter of any missing documents. 

As you travel down this road, you may have questions about the process, and it’s 

no secret that attorneys are busy people. At any point, feel free to reach out to our 

team, and we will help you find the answers or direct you to a professional who 

will be able to assist you.

Always remember that we are part of your team, and you are not alone! 

K E Y  P O I N T:

Begin by looking for a will or a living trust the decedent may have left for the 

family, but don’t be discouraged if you cannot find these documents. It will still be 

possible to settle the estate.
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K E Y  P O I N T:
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K E Y  P O I N T:

Executors and administrators often expect that probate will be either a very short 

process or one that drags on for a long time. To get an overall idea of the basics 

steps involved in settling a loved one’s estate, request a Probate Timeline.
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K E Y  P O I N T:

As an executor or administrator, you have a fiduciary responsibility to the estate, 

which includes safeguarding the estate’s real and personal property. All your 

decisions must always be in the best interests of the estate. 
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K E Y  P O I N T:
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Natural disasters can strike at any time, so it’s essential that the personal 

representative make sure that the property is adequately insured while the estate 

is being settled.
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K E Y  P O I N T:

The executor or administrator acts as the owner of the property and is responsible 

for making sure the property is sold at the best price, based on the current market.
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