The Ten Tribes of Israel
PREFACE

MANY years ago, the attention of the compiler of the following pages was first
called to the subject by hearing a lecture delivered by a highly educated Cherokee
Indian, on the manners and customs of the various Indian tribes of North America.
During the course of his remarks, he stated that when he came to study the Hebrew
language, he was astonished to find so much of his own language that was pure
Hebrew. And after enumerating the various words of his own language that were
Hebrew, he found them to exceed fifty. “And," said he, "we were taught this by our
ancestors, and they received it from their Hebrew ancestors, the Ten Tribes." And
furthermore, he stated that he was as firmly convinced that the Indian tribes of
North America were descendents of the Ten Tribes of Israel, as he was of any
other fact. This statement induced us to examine history on this question, and we
have found many facts corroborating the testimony of the Red Man of the forest.
Though differing from some other writers on this subject, we have the testimony of
a number of the most eminent men of America to sustain our position.
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The Lost Tribes of Israel
Introduction

In the 8th century BCE, one of the most important provinces within the Assyrian
Empire was Samaria. Also known as Israel, Samaria repeatedly rebelled against

their Assyrian overlords, but in 722, the Assyrians overran Samaria once and for
all, killing countless numbers and sending most of the rest of its inhabitants into

forced exile. The events of Samaria’s fall were chronicled in the Assyrian annals
from the reign of Sargon Il and the Old Testament, and although the two sources
present the event from different perspectives, they corroborate each other for the
most part and together present a reliable account of the situation.

The end result was that 30,000 Israelites were forcibly deported from the region, a
tactic the Assyrians found so effective that they would continue to use it against



other conquered enemies until the fall of their own empire. The Assyrians’ forced
exile of the Israelites was not the only time such a fate had befallen them, as made
clear by Babylonian accounts and the Biblical account of the Exodus out of Egypt,
but it was that exile that permanently scattered most of the legendary 12 tribes of
Israel, and the fate of the 10 lost tribes has interested people ever since.
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