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emily hillquist davis
Easter Vigil – April 23, 2011
Grace & St. Thomas
…the angel said to the women who had come to the tomb, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 
He is not here; for he has been raised…”

Well, we come HERE looking for Jesus.  

· not to a tomb –tho’ sometimes it feels like one–

We come HERE to the font and to the table because we want to know and experience and live into the power and truth of Jesus’ Resurrection.  We want to know it for Jesus’ sake, and we want to know it for our sake.  We want to live into the promise that “God saves” – “God rescues” – “God delivers” us also from all manner of darkness and death.  

For   :        “God              saves.” 
– That is the meaning of the NAME “Jesus” – yeshuah.
Tonight 5 babies have been named before our triune God in this gathering.

Named before God and named for God.

…Think about all that we consider when we name our children.  Our names are linked to our stories, our experiences, our histories.  There are people and personalities and ancestry we wish to recall and to honor and embrace – traditions to maintain, dignity to be upheld.  There are also new dreams for this new life – reasons enough to choose new names, lyrical, fresh.  
We want our children linked to the past, open to the future.

Tonight 5 babies have been named before God.

In that naming, they have received a new name, the name of Jesus Christ.

And they have newly received an ancient heritage.  The stories that we have heard tonight are our family stories that inform our names and our children’s names:  God’s spirit moving over the formless darkness of the deep, creating light and life including us – and seeing that it was good.
God working in history to bring a people out of slavery.  
“Can these bones live?”  “Yes.  Prophesy to the bones.” … “I am going to open your graves, … O my people; and I will bring you back …  And you shall know that I am the LORD … .  I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live.”
The name of Jesus means “God saves.”  The name of Jesus is rooted in these stories and has been fulfilled in his Resurrection, and continues to be fulfilled as he appears to his disciples.  
When we are struggling from time to time, when our lives seem like darkness and a formless void; when we are stuck, enslaved; when we wonder “can these bones live?”  We still come looking – looking for Jesus who was crucified.  Looking for Jesus, who was raised.

Even to this day, people experience Jesus mysteriously and momentarily as the women did in the garden that first Easter morning.
But people also experience Jesus – “God saves”  “God forgives”  “God Loves” in us.  People experience Jesus in us Christians, the body of Christ, born from that font, nourished from that table.

Tonight 

Celia Jane 

Benjamin Walker 

Kieran John 

Aven Jane 
and
Ever Elaine 
have been named before God.

In that naming, they have received a new name, the name of Jesus Christ.

In that naming, Christ also has received new names
, their names, for we –we baptized ones, we Christians, are Christ’s body – his eyes, his hands, his feet, his heart in this world.  
We carry the message to each other and out beyond here:  
"Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 
He has been raised…”  And you will be, too.    Truly,   “God saves.”
Amen.
� this idea from The Rev. Canon Stephen C. Carney Easter Vigil sermon as cited by David Schaffer in What Makes this Day Different? – see sermon excerpt acknowledgements toward the front of the book…





