The Historical Society NEWS
January ~ March 2024

Huntington County Historical Society
315 Court Street, Huntington, IN 46750

Phone: 260-356-7264 / https://huntingtonhistoricalmuseum.com/

Museum Hours: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Huntington's Railroads
The March 20 program - By Craig Berndt

Northeast Indiana native Craig Berndt has researched the railroads in Indiana's northeast and
southern counties since the 1980s. He is the author of six railroad history books and has
lectured extensively about them.

On Wednesday, March 20, at 7 p.m., Berndt will present a Power-Point program on
Huntington’s steam and electric railroads at the Huntington Historical Society Museum, 315
Court Street. Please bring your photos and memories of our railroads and share them with
others.

The westbound
Erie Railroad
steam
locomotive No.1,
at the Huntington
depot, c. 1900.
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Depot #2 was at
today's 201 Court
St, at left in this
photo. The #2 is the
only depot still
standing.

On December 11, 1901, Fort Wayne & Southwestern Traction Company interurban
coach "Indiana" made the first trip to Huntington, seen here at the intersection of
Market and Jefferson streets.
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Huntington County History in The Making
A Solar Sky Show

Steve Hart - HCHS Board Member

Do you know where you will be on the afternoon of April 8"? If not, you may
want to plan to watch a total solar eclipse that will envelope the southeast
portion of Huntington County. The rest of us will see an almost total eclipse.
What is a total solar eclipse, you ask? A solar eclipse happens when the
moon passes between the sun and earth, and those within the shadow
path are in darkness. When the moon blocks the entire sun, it is known as
a “total solar eclipse” and lasts only a few minutes, as the shadow is
traveling across the earth at a speed of 1,920 miles per hour. The moon’s
shadow is cast on a very narrow slice of the earth. Southeastern Huntington County will be
total, while the northwestern two-thirds of the county will observe a sliver of sun, known as a
partial eclipse.

This is one of nature’s rarest events and has not occurred in Huntington County since before
Indiana became a state, the last one being June 6, 1806 (I missed that one). The next one will
be on September 14, 2099 (I will probably miss that one, too). The eclipse will enter the U.S. in
Texas, traveling northeast, and finally exiting in Maine. Huntington County is on the northern
edge of totality, a line extending slightly north of Banquo in the southwest, to north of Markle,
on the northeast. Warren will enter darkness at 3:08 p.m., lasting 2 minutes, 9 seconds while
Markle will see totality at 3:09 p.m., lasting for 80 seconds. It will get very quiet. The birds will
stop singing, cows will head for the barn, stars and planets will appear in the sky, automated
lights will turn on, and the temperature usually drops 5 to 10 degrees. It is truly a spectacular
sky show.

One final note:_Do not directly at look at the eclipse without proper eye protection, as it
may cause permanent eye damage.

For more local information visit: https://visithuntington.ora/where-to-see-the-eclipse-april-2024.

President’s Report

Chris Whitacre - President

As we move into a new year, | thank the members for their support and encouragement this
past year. There were many museum events, articles, and programs that made Huntington’s
demi-semi-sept-centennial a spectacular year.
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| also thank the professors and students of the Ball State School of Architecture for their
first-rate work on ideas for a possible new museum home. Their creativity provoked a lot of
thought among Historical Society members and our community at large.

As we begin 2024, we welcome some new additions to the Board of the Huntington Historical
Society. Mark Stouder is our new vice president in addition to serving as chairman of the
Operations Committee. As vice president, Mark will oversee our programs, which will begin
with a visit from Butler native and Indiana railroad historian Craig Berndt on March 20. A
popular speaker, Craig will talk about the railroad and his recently published book, his third
about railroad history.

Historical Society board member and volunteer Linda Scheiber is our new Board Secretary,
and we welcome Gene Lahr as our Board Treasurer. Both are off to an impressive start in their
duties. As we welcome them, | also thank the officers they are replacing, Secretary Amy
Richert and Treasurer Steve Hart, for their past tenure and their continued work on behalf of
the Historical Society. My appreciation also includes the efforts of our outgoing vice president
Bruce Lemar.

Local history buffs will probably recognize the name and work of Lyla Spath. She is a new
member of the board, and is a published author who has been active in local history. As |
welcome her to the Board, | recognize the continued contributions of the 10 returning
members, each of whom contributed a great deal to the success of this past year.

It is not too early to begin thinking about the events of spring, and the welcome return of
Nelson’s Chicken at the museum during Saturdy of Heritage Days. This well-received 2023
fundraiser will return on June 15 this year, and we hope you will reserve your lunch preparation
for us after the parade.

One immediate change for 2024 that you need to be aware of is a change of hours at the
museum on Saturdays. After talking with a number of patrons, Executive Director Barb Rupley
asked the Board to move the hours the museum is open on Saturdays to the earlier time of 10
a.m. through 1 p.m. We think these hours will be helpful to patrons visiting on weekends.

Director’s Report
Barb Rupley - Director

Happy Spring!

We are looking forward to a fun-filled 2024, with changes in
some of the Museum’s exhibits. We have updated hours
Wednesday-Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Saturdays
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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We have a Rickert Collection exhibit that greets you as you enter the Museum, and we will
feature a traveling exhibit from the Indiana State Historical Society, titled “Pencils to Pixels —
Hoosier Cartoons and Comics,” from March 4" to April 2". We will have a second exhibit,
“Auto Indiana,” from May 1% to June 4. Please top in and check out these displays.

We are working on several projects with our volunteers. They are helping with scanning the
Rickert Collection, cataloging items and unframing photos for archiving, changing out exhibits
and cleaning. If you can spare a few hours a week or a month, please stop i st the Museum
and we can get you started helping, too.

Mark your calendar for Saturday, June 15 — we will again be hosting Nelson’s Chicken at the
Museum for Heritage Days.

HCHS Officers

Chris Whitacre — President, Mark Stouder — Vice President,

Linda Scheiber — Secretary, Gene Lahr — Treasurer

Board Members

Charles Chapman, Dan Drummond, Mike Perkins, Dr. John Regan, Jim Wilson, Barb Fetters,
Kevin Bledsoe, Eric Bruce, Linda Scheiber, Lyla Spath, Steve Hart

Newsletter Staff

Editors: Charles Chapman & Mike Perkins

Contributors: Chris Whitacre | Barbara Rupley / Mike Perkins / Jean Gernand

Follow us online: https://huntingtonhistoricalmuseum.com/ or on facebook.

Become a museum sponsor - contact the museum.

Director Barb Rupley - 356-7264 or email: huntingtonhistoricalmuseum@gmail.com
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SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS!

Premier Sponsors

Citizens Telephone Corporation

® C I C 426 N. Wayne, Warren, IN 46792

Email: info@citizensfiber.tel / Phone: 260-375-2111

UTEC

U I Ec A global leader in custom electronic controls,

sensors, user interfaces, and digital services.

@ Tulip Tree Title
Tulip I'Tree 305 Warren Street
Title Huntington, IN 46750 / 260-356-2122

PHD, Inc.

PI\d 4763 N US Highway 24 E

Huntington, IN, 46750 / 260-356-0120

Honors Sponsors

Purviance House

326 S Jefferson St. / 260-224-1545 / https://www.purviancehouse.com/

Bailey-Love Mortuary

35 West Park Drive / Phone: 260-356-1710 / https://www.baileylove.com
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Summit Dental

133 E Northpoint Ave / 260-454-9099 / https://summitdentalgrp.com

Cafe of Hope

900 E State St/ 260-355-0055 / https://www.lifehuntington.com/cafe-of-hope/

American Legion Post #85

1410 S Jefferson St. / 260-358-1206

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Ringenberg

Huntington General Practice / 941 Etna Avenue / 260-356-9400

Kline’s CPA Group

2826 Theater Avenue / 260-356-1040 / 800-356-1041 / http://www.klinescpa.com/

Pizza Junction

201 Court St. / 260-356-4700 / www.facebook.com/pizzajunctioncafe/

Trueland Equipment Company

4777 W 500 N / 260-356-7958 / www.trulandequip.com/about-us/locations/huntington-indiana/

Culp CPA Group

70 Home Street, Huntington, IN 46750 / 260-356-0640 / http://culpcpa.com
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Newsletter Sponsors

Stine Printing / 549 Warren St, Huntington, IN 46750 / (260) 356-5994
Bippus State Bank / (260) 356-8900 / www.bippusbank.com
Fritcha Mechanical, LLC / Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning / (844) 652-4914

Huntington County Community Foundation / 260) 356-8878 / www.huntingtonccf.org

Juergens / Rental, Paint & Hardware / (260) 356-5214 /
www.doitbest.com/juergens-hardware-do-it-center/

Schroeder’s Automotive Specialists / (260) 356-0397 www.schroedersautomotive.com

Lake City Bank / 1501 N Jefferson St. / (260) 356-5404 / www.lakecitybank.com

Slagel Construction & Remodeling / Mike Slagel: Owner / General Contractor
McElhaney-Hart Funeral Home / (260) 356-3320 / www.mcelhaneyhartfuneralhome.com

Wertenberger Tire / (260) 356-5400 / www.wertenbergerbestonetire.com

Become a museum sponsor - contact the museum.

Director Barb Rupley - 356-7264 or email: huntingtonhistoricalmuseum@gmail.com

Mission Statement

The mission of the Huntington County Historical Society is to preserve and
promote the history of Huntington County.

HUNTINGTON COUNTY

HINTORICAL MUSEUM
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Huntington County Historical Society Membership Form

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY/STATE/ZIP:

PHONE: EMAIL:

[ ]GIFT [ JRENEWAL [ ] NEW
Yearly Membership Dues:

Student — $5 Senior — $20 Family — $35  Single — $25 Life — $300
Sustaining — $100

Donation Signature

Return this page to the Museum. Make checks payable and mail to:

Huntington County Historical Society, 315 Court St., Huntington, IN 46750.

Membership Benefits: Free admission to museum; bimonthly news-
letter; election of officers; become a volunteer at the museum; attend

programs for free on Huntington County’s history.
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Huntington County Historical Society
315 Court Street, Huntington, IN 46750
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