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Hello GTA members! It is July, hot and humid; just what you would 
expect for a Southeast Texas summer. Those outside projects need to be 
done early in the day or in the shade if you have trees. I think that is 

where the term “Shade Tree Mechanic” came from. Many of us in the Model A hobby are “Fixers,” 
“Roadside Mechanics,” or “Shade Tree Mechanics.” If not, Model A ownership is going to be a prob-
lem for you. Being 95 year old cars, there is constant maintenance and “fiddling” that goes on. This 
year’s Texas Tour is Gidding was a perfect example. Only five Model A’s from our group of 18 made 
it to Giddings. The on-going rain event before and during the tour kept several Model A’s home in their 
garages. Of the five A’s there, only two were driveable on the last day. Our chicken will be passed 
around to several people at our July meeting. Breakdowns are going to happen, but preventative 
maintenance will minimize them. I have had my share of the chicken ownership over the years. It’s not 
all bad. It shows that you do drive your Model A, and that is a pretty important part of our club.  

     We had a lot of fun in Giddings this year. It started Friday evening during the Hubley Races. Ronnie Butler’s Model A 
police car was fast! It set the track record according to the race officials. It went so fast that it broke through the cushioned 
stop at the end of the track and broke a front tire/wheel off the car. “Roadside repairs by Ronnie” were not enough to save it, 
and he’ll have to wait again until next year to race it.  
     We had seven members participate in the Fashion Era Show, and they all looked great. Our club had multiple winners in 
the 50/50 pot, raffle drawings, door prizes, and auction items. It seemed like GTA members were constantly being called up 
for prizes during the Saturday night banquet.  
     The touring on Friday and Saturday was a bit unorganized compared to past events, but they planned it that way so every-
thing was a little more “laidback.” The highlight of the tour for me was getting to ride in the 100 year old plus carousel that 
is only opened two times a year to the public. It was very primitive and unsafe by today’s standards, but it is the pride of the 
Giddings community.  
     The Texas Tour in 2026 will be in Mineral Wells, and I believe approximately 12-14 from our club have already made 
their reservations at the historic Crazy Water Hotel. It is a long drive from Beaumont, and it should be lots of fun. The Ft. 
Worth club will put on a terrific event.  
     Our July meeting on the 8th will be at Tony’s BBQ in Groves. Hope to see everyone there! Now go check the water level 
in your Model A before you drive it. It could probably use a cool drink of water!               Happy Motoring, Bob  

The Prez Sez….. 

      Next Monthly Meeting 
 
     JULY 8, 2025 
        6:00 PM    
        Tony’s Barbecue 
        4700 Twin City Hwy 
        Groves, Texas 

  July Events 
        
     
     4th—Calder Place Parade @ 9:00 A.M.   
     8th—GTA MEETING 
    

   Directors: 
      Wes Jones  (409)722-0697 
      Wallace Harlow  (409)720-7281 
      James Parsley  (409)753-2523 
      Linda Patterson  (409)728-1277 
 
     ●All leaders must be MAFCA members 
     ● Membership application is on the website @ 
         www.gta-texas.com 

   Officers: 
      President: Bob Johnson  (409)781-3078 
      V. Pres.: Dennis Weyant  (409)651-5165 
      Secretary: Karen Parsley  (409) 651-7878 
      Treasurer: Paul Smith  (409)673-6318 
 
Tour Chair: Bob & Pam Johnson  (409)781-3078 
Restorer Reporter: Linda Patterson  (409) 728-1277 
Newsletter/Website/Facebook: Sylvia Butler (409)720-7315 

2025—CELEBRATING 30 YEARS AS A MODEL A FORD CLUB OF AMERICA  
The Golden Triangle A’s have been serving the Southeast Texas Model A community since January 10, 1995. With regular 
meetings, tours and activities, it is our goal to unite all Model A Ford owners and help in restoring, maintaining and preserv-
ing these automobiles. We strongly encourage all our members to join the Model A Ford Club of America.   

    The legacy of brave men and women who have fought and died for their country is the freedom  we enjoy as Americans! 
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    GOLDEN TRIANGLE MODEL A’s  MEETING MINUTES 
      Baytown Seafood, Groves Texas 

June 10, 2025 
 
Lynne Parker led us in prayer. 

Bob Johnson called the meeting to order and led us in the pledge to the flag. 

Bob Johnson introduced our guest—Adam Dioron 

Secretary’s Report:  The Secretary’s report was approved as shown in the newsletter.  

Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer’s report was approved as given.   

Newsletter Quiz:  Several people answered and discussed the questions in the newsletter. 

Mystery Part:  Paul Smith brought the part.  Ronnie Butler’s ticket was drawn.  He asked T. J. Parker for help.  It was a 
speedometer cable clip. 

50/50 Drawing:  Joan Higgins’s ticket was drawn. 

Tech Session:   The week following the Texas Tour—T.J. Parker’s house, day to be determined.  Dennis Weyant’s car will be 
getting a motor installed. 

 

Bob Johnson discussed the lunch at The Picket House with the Piney Wood A’s.  We had 3 Model A’s and 10 members     
attend.  Everyone enjoyed the good food and fellowship. 

The Conroe swap meet is October 24-26.  Several members are getting together to rent covered spaces. 

 

Paul Smith will be hosting a dine and drive in August.  It will be a tour of the Stark House and Art Museum in Orange, TX.  
We will eat at Robert’s after the tour of the house and visiting the museum.  We will be going on a weekday and need to make 
reservations for our tour of the house. 

Sylvia Butler informed the club that we will have 7 members in the fashion show at the upcoming Texas Tour. 

Ronnie Butler has been making adjustments to his Hubley car to get it ready for the Texas Tour. 

 

Tours:   Bob Johnson discussed the following tours: 

Texas Tour – June 12-15, Giddings, TX 

Calder Place Parade—July 4—9am 

2025 MAFCA National Tour – June 15-22, Virginia 

 

Next meeting will be on July 8, 2025 – Tony’s BBQ - Groves, TX 

          Respectfully submitted by:  Karen Parsley - Secretary                                                               

 

 
 
      
    Elaine Bullard—9th          
    Kevin Parsley—23rd  Carl & Doris Price—17th 
    Mary Domingue—25th     
    Pam Johnson—27th   
    Dennis Turner—30th 
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GOLDEN TRIANGLE A’s 2025 CALENDAR 
 
If anyone would like to sign up for a Dine & Drive, please contact Bob & Pam Johnson at 409-781-3078.    
 
Saturday Dine and Drives:  Dining may be breakfast or lunch.  Details and time allowed for the events are set by host.  
It is best if the host gives members information for the Dine and Drive at a meeting prior to the event so it can be added 
to the club calendar.  Eating at favorite restaurants, antiquing, trade days, festivals, car shows, visiting museums or 
gardens, and attending other local community events are all ideas for  Dine & Drives.  

MAY 
13th—GTA Meeting 

JUNE 
10th—GTA Meeting 
12-15th—62nd Texas Tour in Giddings, TX 
15-22nd - 2025 National Tour in Waynesboro, Virginia 

JULY 
4th—Calder Place Parade @ 9:00 A.M. 
8th—GTA Meeting 
 

AUGUST 
12th—GTA Meeting 
TBD—Dine & Drive Hosted by the Smiths in Orange, TX 
            Stark House Tour & Lunch @ Roberts 

SEPTEMBER 
9th—GTA Meeting 
13th—International  Model A Ford Day 

OCTOBER 
14th—GTA Meeting 
24-26th—Swap Meet in Conroe, TX 

NOVEMBER 
11th—GTA Meeting 

DECEMBER 
3-6th —2025 MAFCA National Awards Banquet in Mobile, AL 
TBD—GTA Christmas Party 

 

FASHION WALK—TEXAS TOUR 2025 
The Golden Triangle A’s had 7 members to participate in the Fashion Walk at the banquet on Saturday evening.  There 
were 13 total participants, so we had more than half of the participants in the show! 

ERA FASHIONS—Lynne 1928; T.J. 1930 Policeman; Bill 1931; 
Kathy 1930; Paul 1930;  Sylvia 1931; Ronnie 1929 (Tom Mix) 
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62nd TEXAS TOUR  
JUNE 12-15, 2025 
IN GIDDINGS, TEXAS 
Hosted by the Lone Star Model 
A Ford Club 
 
18 members driving 5 Model A’s 
attended the tour. 
It was a very eventful tour to say 
the least….BUT everyone had a 
good time and enjoyed all the 
events! 
Ask T.J. & Lynne how they en-
joyed their tour of Houston on 
Wednesday. 
Ask  Ronnie if he enjoyed the ice 
cream social AND how his Hub-
ley crashed! 
Ask Dennis how he loaded his 
Model A and if he drove it. 
Ask Bill how his Model A made 
the trip back on Saturday . 
Ask Paul if he will be working on 
his Model A. 
(Thanks to Karen for pictures!) 

   Thursday Night Welcome Dinner 

         Looks Like Paul Has Lots of Help!    Ronnie Got Caught Getting Ice Cream Before His 
Table Number was Called AND His Hubley Crashed 
in the First Heat Because it Went Too Fast! 

The tours were 
very interesting 
with lots of things 
to see.  Stops at 
churches, muse-
ums, an antique 
Carousel, and lots 
of places to stop 
and shop! 
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July 30, 1863: Henry Ford is born on a farm not far from Detroit in what is currently Dearborn, Michigan. His parents 
are Mary and William Ford. 
 
1879: At the age of 16, Henry leaves home for Detroit and a machinist apprenticeship. 
1888: Henry marries Clara Bryant. 
1891: The Edison Illuminating Company hires Ford as an engineer. 
1893: Edsel Ford is born to Clara and Henry. Also during this year, the Edison Illuminating Company promotes Ford to 
the position of chief engineer. 
 
1896: Ford finishes his first vehicle, which took him two years to complete. It is called the Quadricycle. The two-cylinder 
automobile weighed approximately 500 pounds and had two speeds and a four-cycle gasoline engine. 
1899: With the help of investors such as William C. Maybury, who was the mayor of Detroit at the time, Ford opens the 
Detroit Automobile Company. As a result, he leaves his position at the Edison Illuminating Company. 
1900: The Detroit Automobile Company closes. 
1901: Ford designs a car that wins a 10-mile race against Alexander Winton, a top race-car driver at the time. The atten-
tion that comes from this race leads to the founding of the Henry Ford Company, where he serves as the chief engineer. 
 
1902: Ford leaves the Henry Ford Company and builds the Ford 999 race car. 
1903: The Ford Motor Company is incorporated in June of this year and successfully produces the Model A. By July, the 
first Model A is sold to a dentist in Chicago. 
1908: The Model T is released. Known as the "Tin Lizzie," the Model T was made to be affordable for everyone and easy 
to maintain. The vehicle sold so well the company had difficulty producing enough to meet the high demand. It would 
ultimately become one of the best-selling cars of all time. 
1913: Ford becomes the first company to use an assembly line for automotive production. This revolutionary process al-
lowed the manufacturer to produce the Model T significantly faster to meet demand. 
 
1914: To reduce staff turnover, Ford cuts the 9-hour work day to 8 hours and begins to pay workers $5 daily, more than 
double the normal pay. 
1914: The first full-service industrial motion picture firm, the Photographic Department, is formed by Ford Motor Com-
pany to create motion pictures and still photographs. It releases its first film during the summer of the same year, 
called How Henry Ford Makes One Thousand Cars a Day. 
1917: The Ford Model TT is produced. It is the manufacturer's first pickup truck. 
1918: The manufacturing of Eagle-class antisubmarine patrol boats begins at the River Rouge Complex. 
 
1925: Ford builds the first of his multi-engine, all-metal Tri-Motor airplanes, which would become the first airplanes used 
by commercial airlines. The planes are given the nickname "Tin Goose." 
1927: In efforts to open rubber plantations as a source of rubber for the Ford Motor Company, Ford buys land in Brazil. 
This would later become the industrial town known as Fordlandia. 
1927: Ford's River Rouge Complex begins producing entirely finished cars. The vehicles produced at this factory were 
built from the ground up using raw materials owned by the Ford Motor Company. 
December 1927: The new Ford Model A is released to the public. 
1928: The Ford Model T is discontinued after having sold more than 15 million vehicles. 
 
1933: Ford opens the Edison Institute, which would later become known as the Henry Ford Museum. 
1937: The Battle of the Overpass occurs at the River Rouge Complex. The incident occurs when Ford security attacks 
United Auto Workers members who, with city permit in hand, are passing out leaflets in an effort to unionize Ford's 
workers. 
1941: After declaring in April that he would rather close factories than answer union demands for higher pay, Ford agrees 
in July to give workers some of the highest wages in the industry, plus a union shop. Also this year, Ford begins mak-
ing jeeps for the military along with Willys-Overland. 
1943: Stomach cancer claims the life of Ford's son. 
 
1945: During a trip to Richmond early in the year, Ford has a stroke, which affects him both mentally and physically. 
Later that year, his grandson, Henry Ford II, sells Fordlandia. 
1947: At the age of 83, Henry Ford dies at his estate. 
 

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/henry-ford-test-drives-his-quadricycle
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/henry-ford-leaves-edison-to-start-automobile-company
http://www.mshf.com/museum/ford-999.html
https://www.history.com/topics/inventions/model-t#:~:text=Released%20on%20October%201%2C%201908,strength%20despite%20its%20light%20weight.
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/databank/entries/dt13as.html
http://www.hbs.edu/leadership/20th-century-leaders/Pages/details.aspx?profile=henry_ford
https://www.thehenryford.org/collections-and-research/digital-resources/popular-topics/photo-and-film-department
http://ophelia.sdsu.edu:8080/ford/02-28-2010/about-ford/heritage/milestones/trimotorairplanes/678-tri-motor-airplanes.html
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=105068620
http://www.michigan.gov/som/0,4669,7-192-29938_68915_47332-54580--,00.html
http://newsdesk.si.edu/snapshot/ford-model-automobile
http://web.stanford.edu/dept/SUL/library/prod/depts/dp/pennies/1900_modelt.html
https://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/detroit/d37.htm
http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/7647
http://dau.dodlive.mil/files/2014/11/Duddy_ARJ64.pdf
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                                              CHAPTER LOAN PROGRAM_______________________________ 
 
Tools     Books & Videos 
Distributor Puller   Model A Paint Guide  
Steering Wheel Puller  Rebuilding Steering 
Wheel Hub Puller   Rebuilding Shocks 
Brake Lining Tool   Yokohama A’s 
Ratchet Nut Wrench  2008 World Meet 
Brake Centering Tool  48

th
 Texas Tour #1 

Rear Spring Spreader  48
th
 Texas Tour #2 

Front Spring Spreader  2011 Gulf Coast Tour 
Door Hinge Pin Remover  Tech Session, Engine Install 
Gas Gauge Tool    
Timing Tool         *To borrow books & videos, contact 
Frame Spreader         Dennis Weyant 409-651-5165 
     *To borrow Tools contact 
      Bob Johnson at 409-781-3078 
 

Members are encouraged to take advantage of our loan program but do so at your own risk.  
If unsure of the proper and safe operation of a tool be sure to get help before using them. 
Return all tools and videos, in clean and in proper working order. 

    Golden Triangle Model A Club Dues  
        Annual Fees: Make Checks Payable to: Golden Triangle Model A Ford Club  
*New Member $20.00 or postmarked after Dec 31 (pro-rated)  *Returning Member paid or post-
marked on or before Dec. 31-$20  *Returning Member paid or postmarked after Dec. 31-$25.00  
 
   GIVE or MAILTO: PAUL SMITH 
      1162 Tom Easley Road  
      Kountze, TX 77625 

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA) Join on line at MAFCA.COM ~Membership Benefits~ The Restorer magazine • Tech-
nical Support • Local Chapters • National Meets • Era Fashion Guidelines • “How to Restore Series • Judging Standards and Restoration 
Guidelines ~ Dues per year are U.S. Membership - $50;   Canada/Mexico Membership - $60;   International Membership - $70                       
Make checks payable to Model A Ford Club of America  

Name _______________________________________________ Spouse’s Name _______________________________________  

Address _____________________________________________________ City ____________________________________________  

State _________ Zip ______________________ Country _________________ Telephone _________________________________                                 

Permission to publish my telephone number in future Membership Rosters? Yes:___ No: ___  

Return this Form and Payment to MAFCA 250 South Cypress • La Habra, CA 90631-5515 ~ Optional Initiation Package For New      
Members Only 1—Back issue of The Restorer 1—MAFCA Lapel Pin 1—MAFCA Decal—1 Name Badge  ~ Only $10 extra  

NEWSLETTER QUIZ 
1. When is Henry Ford’s birthday? 
2. How many members attended the Texas Tour in Giddings? 
3. How many members participated in the Fashion Walk in Giddings? 
4. Does the Model A have a fuel pump? 
5. Does anyone use a paper fuel filter as described in Jim’s article? 
6. Where did Henry Ford buy land to open rubber plantations and what was the  town called? 
7. In 1908, the Model T is released.  What was it called? 
8. In 1925, Ford builds his Tri-Motor airplanes.  What nickname were they given? 
9. Where will the 2026 Texas Tour be and who will be the host for the tour? 
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Golden Triangle A’s 
750 Countrywood Circle 
Sour Lake, TX 77659 
 


