
What is ABA?

primerApplied Behaviour Analysis (ABA)
The REALITIES of

Studies cited in support of ABA have significant design flaws and are not robust.
Based on very weak evidence.1.

2. Increases forced compliance, conformity, and masking.
ABA has been shown to increase the risk of PTSD, depression,
anxiety, and suicidality.

3. Decreases self-esteem, self-acceptance, self-knowledge,
and access to community.
ABA and other conversion therapies rob Autistic children of Autistic role-models,
Autistic identity, Autistic pride, and Autistic community. 

4. Industry-driven and government-supported

ABA has a near-monopoly on the billion-dollar autism industry; it’s
essentially the only autism “therapy” covered by most insurance
plans, including government-funded support.

5. Self-supervised and self-monitored
The BACB (Behaviour Analyst Certification Board) earns significant income
through application fees, education and tuition fees, membership fees, conference
registration, and certification & examination fees. The BACB is the same body
which governs the conduct of its own membership--the very source of its income.

6. Widely available (because ableism... and capitalism)

Much like the cosmetic, fashion, diet, and self-help industries, the
autism industry has convinced the public that there is something
wrong with us requiring remediation. 
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