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Executive Summary 

Since November 2024, Serbia has experienced one of Europe’s largest student-led protest movements, 

triggered by the collapse of a train station canopy in Novi Sad, killing 16 people. The protests, demanding 

accountability and systemic reform, have challenged President Aleksandar Vučić’s autocratic rule. Vuk 

Nektarijević, a 19-year-old engineering student, emerged as one of the most popular students through his 

leadership in the “Tour de Strasbourg,” a 1,300-kilometer bicycle journey to deliver the students’ demands 

to EU institutions. His activism garnered widespread coverage in Serbian, European, and international 

media, amplifying the protests’ global impact. 

In response, the Serbian government, led by Vučić and the Serbian Progressive Party (SNS), launched a 

coordinated campaign to discredit Vuk and his father, Boško Nektarijević, utilizing: 

• Over 40 defamatory articles in state-controlled media outlets, including Kurir, Informer, Pink, Blic, 

Novosti, Alo, MojaTV, Republika, Novi Magazin, Politika, while N1 Info, Nova, and Radio 021, 

although independent, reported on internal divisions among protesters. 

• A bot-driven social media assault involving over 70 X accounts, spreading fabricated accusations and 

direct threats. 

• Suspected involvement of the Serbian security agency (BIA) in leaking personal data and orchestrating 

intimidation. 

This campaign combined weaponized media manipulation, digital psychological warfare, and security 

service intimidation to destroy Vuk’s credibility, isolate him socially, and deter broader youth activism. The 

tactics mirror hybrid authoritarian strategies observed in Russia, Belarus, and Hungary, posing a significant 

threat to democratic movements in EU candidate countries. 

This report exposes the architecture of repression deployed against Serbia’s student movement, documents 

specific criminal acts including death threats and coordinated defamation, and provides actionable 

recommendations to empower EU institutions and international actors to confront hybrid authoritarianism 

and safeguard democratic resilience. 

Key Findings 

• Hybrid Authoritarian Tactics: The campaign against Vuk (and Boško) Nektarijević employed 

synchronized media smears, bot-driven X attacks, and security service leaks, reflecting a 

sophisticated authoritarian playbook using innovative methods and tools.  

• Criminal Elements: Several X accounts, including @BalkanOsint, @Johnny_b_032, and @dzoni33a, 

issued explicit threats of violence and sexual harassment, potentially violating Serbian criminal law 

(e.g., incitement to violence, defamation). 



• Media Orchestration: Over 40 articles across 13 regime-aligned outlets by 25.04.2025 used fabricated 

screenshots and inflammatory rhetoric, with no verifiable evidence, to label Vuk a misogynist, racist, 

and psychopath, and Boško a deviant and criminal. 

 

Recommendations for EU Institutions and Criminal Investigators 

• Invite activists like Vuk and Bosko Nektarijevic to European Parliament sessions, OSCE panels and 

other relevant events to highlight Serbia’s democratic backsliding and expose new methodologies 

and tools used by security services in the AI era. 

• Condition EU pre-accession funds on verified democratic reforms. Apply targeted sanctions (travel 

bans, asset freezes) on Serbian officials, media owners, and propagandists implicated in hybrid 

attacks. 

• Establish real-time counter-disinformation teams using CERV and Horizon Europe Civil Security 

calls. Fund digital security training and regional safe spaces using CERV and HE 

• Investigate X accounts issuing threats (@BalkanOsint, @Johnny_b_032, @dzoni33a) for incitement 

to violence and defamation under Serbian and EU laws. 

• Request by the EU for X to deploy AI-based bot detection tools targeting state-sponsored troll farms. 

• Investigate BIA’s role in leaking personal data and orchestrating smear campaigns. 

 

Examples of Vuk Nektarijević’s media coverage at the Tour de Strasbourg 

 

 



Background: The Serbian Student Protests 

On November 1, 2024, a concrete canopy at Novi Sad’s newly renovated railway station collapsed, killing 

16 people, including students, and injuring dozens. Public outrage quickly attributed the disaster to systemic 

corruption in government contracts, particularly involving Chinese state companies closely tied to President 

Aleksandar Vučić’s regime, which has ruled Serbia since 2012. 

Vučić’s governance has been consistently marked by judicial capture, with courts subordinated to executive 

interests; by media monopolization, where independent outlets are harassed, bought out, or marginalized; 

by the politicization of security services, notably the BIA, which has been deployed to surveil and intimidate 

opposition figures; by entrenched institutional corruption, with public tenders routinely awarded to regime-

linked oligarchs; by a massive youth emigration wave, by persistent election fraud involving documented 

cases of voter intimidation and total media control during campaigns; and by systematic protest suppression, 

with previous movements such as “1 of 5 Million” in 2019 facing violence and coordinated smear 

operations. 

The collapse in Novi Sad served as a tipping point. It galvanized a new wave of student-led resistance under 

the movement named “Serbia, Stop.” Students organized campus gatherings, shut down university 

operations, blocked major traffic arteries, and held silent marches observing 16 minutes of silence in 

memory of the victims. By March 2025, the protests had expanded to over 400 cities and towns across 

Serbia, culminating in a massive rally of over 100,000 people in Belgrade on March 15 - the largest public 

demonstration since the overthrow of Slobodan Milošević in October 2000. 

The core demands of the movement included the full disclosure of all contracts related to the Novi Sad 

station reconstruction; the prosecution of those responsible for the canopy’s collapse; the immediate 

dropping of charges against arrested protesters; the prosecution of those who attacked students during 

demonstrations; and significantly increased funding and autonomy for Serbia’s higher education 

institutions. 

The movement adopted a decentralized, leaderless structure to evade targeting, with decisions made in 

plenary sessions. Protests remained peaceful, with students cleaning debris to maintain public support. 

Symbolic actions, like painting hands red to signify government culpability, sustained momentum. 

 

Vuk Nektarijević’s Role and the Tour de Strasbourg 

Vuk Nektarijević, a 19-year-old engineering student, became a recognizable face due to his activism and 

articulate advocacy. Quoted in The Guardian (January 30, 2025), he stated, “We are done with corruption, 

and we are fighting for freedom.” His visibility surged across Serbian, regional, and limited EU media 

through the Tour de Strasbourg, positioning him as a symbolic figure of youthful resistance against 

authoritarian rule. 

On April 3, 2025, Vuk and 80 students cycled 1,300 kilometers from Novi Sad to Strasbourg to deliver a 

letter to EU institutions, detailing Serbia’s democratic backsliding. The tour, aligned with European 

Parliament sessions, was welcomed in Budapest, Bratislava, and Vienna. On April 15, 2025, Vuk read the 

letter outside the European Court of Human Rights, addressing French President Emmanuel Macron, 

emphasizing freedom and EU accountability. 



Media Impact 

• Serbian Media: Independent outlets (N1, Nova S) praised the students, while regime media 

downplayed the event. 

• European Media: Euronews and AP News highlighted alignment with EU values. 

• International Media: The Guardian and Reuters framed the protests as a challenge to Vučić’s 

autocracy. 

• Social Media: X posts, including from @EufundsOnline ( by Bosko Nektarijevic) celebrated Vuk 

as a “leading figure.” 

 

Coordinated Regime Attack: Media, Security Services, and Social Media Warfare 

State-Controlled Media Offensive 

Between April 17 and April 24, 2025, 13 regime-aligned outlets published over 40 smear articles targeting 

Vuk, Boško, and their family. The outlets and their narratives are: 

Outlet Sample Headline Content Summary 

Kurir “Student blokader Vuk Nektarijević ima monstruozne 

stavove” (April 20, 2025) 

False claims of Vuk “liking” rape and genocide posts, 

using fabricated screenshots. 

Kurir “Ima li kraja užasu?! Ženu vezao lisicama, sinu dao 

pištolj” (April 24, 2025) 

Accused Boško of posting photos of a handcuffed 

woman and giving a gun to a minor. 

Kurir “Sve bolesnije! Evo kako otac studenta blokadera 

traži devojku” (April 23, 2025) 

Distorted Boško’s old posts to portray him as deviant. 

Informer “Bizaran oglas oca Vuka Nektarijevića” (April 21, 

2025) 

Called Vuk’s family mentally ill, publicizing false 

attacks. 

Pink “Nasilnici otimaju državu” (April 2025) Labeled Vuk and Boško “psychopaths” aiming to 

destabilize Serbia. 

Pink “Otac i sin opasnost za Srbiju” (April 2025) Portrayed them as a threat to national security. 

Alo “Otac sina koji lajkuje silovanja” (April 2025) Distorted Boško’s private posts unrelated to protests. 

Alo “Otac blokadera hvata državu za fondove” (April 

2025) 

Falsely claimed Boško exploits state funds. 

Večernje 

Novosti 

“Bruka i sramota” (April 2025) Mocked Vuk and Boško’s activism with misrepresented 

posts. 

MojaTV “Odrekli se heroja” (April 2025) Falsely claimed students abandoned Vuk. 

Republika (Similar smear content, specific headline not 

provided) 

Amplified false narratives about Vuk’s social media 

activity. 

N1 Info “Studenti Mašinskog fakulteta ogradili se od Vuka 

Nektarijevića” (April 2025) 

Reported students voted no confidence in Vuk, citing 

his behavior. 

Nova “Studenti Mašinskog fakulteta ogradili se od kolege 

Vuka Nektarijevića” (April 2025) 

Echoed no-confidence vote, isolating Vuk. 

Novi Magazin “Mašinci u blokadi izglasali nepoverenje Vuka 

Nektarijevića” (April 2025) 

Highlighted student condemnation of Vuk. 

Radio 021 “Studenti Mašinskog fakulteta ogradili se od Vuka 

Nektarijevića” (April 2025) 

Reported student distancing, reinforcing smear 

campaign. 

Politika “Studenti Mašinskog fakulteta ogradili se od kolege 

Vuka Nektarijevića” (April 2025) 

Amplified narrative of Vuk’s isolation. 



Key Patterns: 

• Methodology: Regime bots on X and Instagram misrepresented themselves, such as posing as 

Defenders of Palestine and similar groups. Then lured Vuk Nektarijevic into sarcastic and ironic 

replies to their malicious questions.  

• Fabricated Evidence: Unverified screenshots of Vuk’s alleged “likes” supporting rape or child 

violence. Whether “likes” are authentic has no evidence. Provided that “likes” are authentic – they 

do not imply support! And bots had immediately misrepresented likes into a criminal public 

mischaracterization and accusations of Vuk. 

• Distorted Content: Old, humorous posts by Boško misrepresented as deviant or criminal. 

• False Narratives: Claims of Vuk promoting genocide, mental illness, or family pathology. 

• Student Distancing: Attacking all student organizations to abandon Vuk in a massive campaign. 

• Tactics: Circular citations, synchronized publication within 48 hours of Vuk’s Strasbourg arrival, 

and reliance on inflammatory rhetoric without evidence. 

Additional Context from Naslovi.net (April 24, 2025): 

• Kurir’s article “Ima li kraja užasu?!” accused Boško of posting a photo of a handcuffed woman 

(presumed to be his wife) and giving a gun to a minor, implying Vuk’s involvement. The 

sensationalist tone (“Is there no end to the horror?!”) aimed to evoke outrage. 

• N1 Info, Nova, Novi Magazin, Radio 021, and Politika reported the Faculty of Mechanical 

Engineering’s no-confidence vote against Vuk, citing his alleged social media misconduct, further 

isolating him. 

• The articles, aggregated on naslovi.net, indicate a coordinated effort, with “(1) X (5) (5) 

Screenshot” suggesting X-based evidence, though no specific accounts were named. 

Orchestration Evidence: The 2023 CRTA report (“Mapping disinformation in the Serbian media,” January 

25, 2023) and Raskrikavanje’s 2024 analysis (“Serbian Front Pages in 2023: Six Newspapers, Over 1,150 

Manipulations,” April 16, 2024) document how state-funded outlets, receiving millions of dinars from 

Telekom Serbia and municipalities, align with SNS interests, using synchronized manipulations. 

Social Media Bot Farm Operations 

Over 70 X accounts, many exhibiting bot-like behavior, amplified the media narrative between April 15 

and April 22, 2025. Characteristics: 

• Account Profiles: ~70% had <500 followers, created post-2023, used generic or AI-generated profile 

pictures, and posted pro-government content. 

• Content Patterns: Identical phrases like “Vuk Nektarijević supports rape” (27 accounts), “fake cyclist” 

(19 accounts), “Zionist traitor” (14 accounts), with 35 accounts sharing unverified screenshots. 

• Hashtags and Timing: #LazniBiciklista, #VukMonstrum, #ZlocinackaPorodica appeared in 42 

accounts, peaking April 20–21, 2025, within minutes of media articles. 



• Family Attacks: 22 accounts targeted Boško, Anja, and Stefan Nektarijević, calling them a “criminal 

family” and misusing private photos. 

Detailed List of X Accounts and Accusations: 

X Account Accusation/Comment 

@muzafersekupa Accused Vuk of supporting killing children in Gaza, using vulgar rhetoric. 

@just_nomad Claimed Vuk glorifies rape and genocide, suggested psychiatric confinement. 

@EmilMpenza Called for Vuk’s exclusion from student actions, identified Boško. 

@svenbjoern1 Criticized Boško for denying accusations, compared tactics to SNS. 

@realpogama Labeled Vuk and Boško “crazy.” 

@PalestinaSrbija Accused @EufundsOnline of lying about Vuk’s Gaza-related Instagram statements. 

@the_paor Called Vuk “degenerate” with a “sick racist mind.” 

@babo1627409 Asked if Boško taught Vuk to glorify rape. 

@SulaKornelije Criticized Vuk for misunderstanding concepts, implied lack of education. 

@Johnny_b_032 Posted vulgar, sexually violent threats against Vuk and family (criminal). 

@voimja_ Questioned justification of Vuk’s “racism.” 

@crveni_kmer Wished harm on Vuk and Boško, linked to Palestinian issues (criminal). 

@lordallmighty68 Made sarcastic, degrading comments. 

@Solarnipanel123 Called Vuk a “fascist” and “lover of rape.” 

@YamiMuri777 Labeled Vuk a Nazi “piece of shit,” insulted appearance. 

@pony_veverica Falsely accused Vuk of liking rape-related images, claimed evidence (criminal). 

@TheWitcher_S4_ Called Vuk “racist filth,” advocated exclusion. 

@dzoni33a Labeled Vuk and Boško sociopaths, threatened physical assault (criminal). 

@RazvigorKukolj Made dismissive, vulgar comments about Vuk’s activities. 

@senorcoblah Mocked Vuk, suggested immaturity. 

@dz0xa Posted cryptic comment about Serbian security services. 

@cant_miss_kid_0 Implied Vuk avoids responsibility. 

@EnderV Accused Vuk of liking rape memes (criminal). 

@TheAwakening_fm Supported defamation via ChatGPT reference, not explicitly about Vuk. 

@BojanDPCZ Posted explicit insults, curses, psychiatric defamation (criminal). 

@RankoRubezic Made sexually offensive, pedophilic insinuations about Vuk (criminal). 

@BalkanOsint Threatened violence: “First the son, then you” (criminal)  

@cicmilmili Called Vuk a “sick Zionist traitor,” suggested “destroy them” (criminal). 

@lookingforshade Defamed Vuk and Boško as “sick,” urged avoidance. 

@lostmind691 Made demeaning comments, urged ostracization. 

@tekic700 Suggested Vuk’s classmates distanced themselves. 

@malo_prekosutra Applied manipulative pressure on Boško, psychological abuse. 

@Milana19199968 Called Boško a manipulator, denied Vuk’s protest role. 

@duzzeppe Mocked, questioned Vuk’s student status authenticity. 

 

Most Aggressive Accounts with Criminal Behavior: 

• @BalkanOsint: Issued death threat: “First the son, then you” (criminal incitement to violence). 



• @Johnny_b_032: Posted sexually explicit threats against Vuk and family (criminal defamation, 

incitement to sexual violence). 

• @dzoni33a: Threatened physical assault (criminal incitement to violence). 

• @crveni_kmer: Wished harm, linked to Palestinian issues (criminal incitement to violence). 

• @cicmilmili: Called for “destruction” of Vuk and family (criminal incitement). 

• @pony_veverica, @EnderV: Spread false rape-related accusations (criminal defamation). 

• @BojanDPCZ, @RankoRubezic: Issued defamatory, sexually offensive remarks (criminal 

defamation). 

Orchestration Evidence: A 2021 Euractiv article and 2020 Foreign Policy Research Institute report 

document SNS troll farms, with the 2023 CRTA study noting similar tabloid amplification on social media. 

Security Service (BIA) Involvement 

Circumstantial evidence suggests BIA participation: 

• Substantial circumstantial evidence suggests BIA involvement. Leaked personal data whereabouts 

appearing in regime-aligned media strongly indicate that security service resources were mobilized 

to surveil, intimidate, and orchestrate public character assassination campaigns 

• Intimidation: Protester Luka Stojaković reported BIA surveillance and data leaks targeting activists’ 

families. 

• Historical Precedent: BIA’s targeting of .opposition figures (e.g., Slavko Ćuruvija assassination, 

Otpor crackdowns) aligns with current tactics. 

Broader Suppression Tactics 

• Fabricated Incidents: Vučić falsely claimed students assaulted police during an RTS blockade, 

debunked by video evidence. 

• Sonic Devices: On March 15, 2025, protesters reported symptoms consistent with Long-Range 

Acoustic Devices (LRAD), illegal for crowd control. 

• Physical Attacks: CINS documented 88 attacks on protesters, SNS-linked individuals assaulted 

students, including hit-and-run incidents. 

 

Social Media Bot Farm: Structure, Behavior, and Impact 

Composition and Characteristics 

• Scale: Over 70 accounts, with ~70% created post-2023, <500 followers, and generic profiles. 

• Content: Copy-pasted tabloid language, identical hashtags (#LazniBiciklista, #VukMonstrum), and 

synchronized posting with media releases. 

• Linguistic Patterns: Vulgarity, dehumanizing terms (e.g., “rapist,” “psychopath”), and family-

targeted insults. 



Tactics of Amplification 

• Hashtag Engineering: Artificial trending of smear hashtags. 

• Flooding: Overwhelmed search results with hate content. 

• Network Effects: 10–20 bot comments amplified each article within minutes. 

• Tagging: Bots tagged regime media to reinforce a false consensus. 

Psychological and Social Impact 

• Vuk: Induced fear, aimed at withdrawal from activism. 

• Boško and Family: Public shaming and isolation. 

• Student Movement: Discouraged leadership roles. 

• Public Opinion: Discredited protests by framing leaders as “monstrous.” 

Despite this, Vuk’s continued activism demonstrates remarkable resilience. 

 

Implications for EU and Democratic Strategies 

Immediate Lessons 

• Media Freedom: State-controlled disinformation thrives  

• Digital Threats: Bot farms cause significant psychological damage at low cost. 

• Security Services: Authoritarian intelligence agencies target civic activism. 

• Youth Engagement: Youth movements need rapid international support to counter isolation. 

Strategic Recommendations 

• Invite activists like Vuk and Bosko Nektarijevic to European Parliament sessions, OSCE panels and 

other relevant events to highlight Serbia’s democratic backsliding and expose new methodologies 

and tools used by security services in the AI era. 

• Condition EU pre-accession funds on verified democratic reforms. Apply targeted sanctions (travel 

bans, asset freezes) on Serbian officials, media owners, and propagandists implicated in hybrid 

attacks. 

• Establish real-time counter-disinformation teams using CERV and Horizon Europe Civil Security 

calls. Fund digital security training and regional safe spaces using CERV and HE 

• Investigate X accounts issuing threats (@BalkanOsint, @Johnny_b_032, @dzoni33a) for incitement 

to violence and defamation under Serbian and EU laws. 

• Request by the EU for X to deploy AI-based bot detection tools targeting state-sponsored troll farms. 

• Investigate BIA’s role in leaking personal data and orchestrating smear campaigns. 

 



Conclusion 

The attacks on Vuk and Boško Nektarijević reveal a state-orchestrated system of repression, weaponizing 

media, digital platforms, and security services to silence dissent. Over 40 articles across 13 outlets (Kurir, 

Informer, Pink, Blic, Novosti, Alo, MojaTV, Republika, N1 Info, Nova, Novi Magazin, Radio 021, Politika) 

and 70+ X accounts falsely portrayed them as criminals, using unverified screenshots and threats. Criminal 

acts by accounts like @BalkanOsint (death threats) and @Johnny_b_032 (sexual violence threats) warrant 

immediate investigation. The Serbian student protests, amplified by Vuk’s Tour de Strasbourg, challenge 

Vučić’s autocracy, underscoring the urgency of EU action to support independent media, combat 

disinformation, protect activists, and hold perpetrators accountable. Inaction risks normalizing authoritarian 

tactics, undermining EU credibility and democratic prospects in the Western Balkans. 
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Examples of Vuk and Bosko Nektarijevic’ ongoing media attacks  



 

 































 


