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From Phonological Awareness to Reading Words:
The Critical Role of the Alphabetic Principle

Connecting letters with their sounds to read and write s called the“alphabetic principle:’
The alphabetic principle has two parts:
1) Alphabetic understanding is knowing that words are made up of letters that represent the
sounds of speech.
2) Phonological recoding is knowing how to translate the letters in printed words into the
sounds they make.
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Effective Strategies for Teaching the
Alphabetic Principle

Explicit phonics instruction and extensive practice enables most children to learn the alphabetic
principle. Effective strategies for teaching the alphabetic principle include:

Teach students to connect
letters to their most
common sound or sounds

P Have students begin

reading texts that contain
ahigh percentage of ‘/
decodable words

For students who struggle learning to read, highly systematic and explicit instruction plus lots of
accuracy practice will be necessary for them to learn the alphabetic principle thoroughly.





