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Bailey Lakes Village Council – July 27, 2026 Meeting Highlights 
 
At the July 27 Regular Council Meeting, Councilwoman Dottie Smith served as acting 
mayor in the absence of Mayor John Benshoff and Council President Tina Killion. 
 
After previously reviewing TextMyGov and Reach Alert as options for improving 
communication with residents, council voted to move forward with Reach Alert as the 
Village’s new community notification system. Council also discussed pest control for 
Village Hall.  
 
Council reflected on the success of the recent America 250 Celebration, which 
brought approximately 150 people to Village Hall as part of the community-wide 
celebration with Savannah. Remaining supplies and historical items from the event 
will be stored at Village Hall, and special thanks were extended to everyone who 
helped organize and carry out the celebration. 
 
Council was informed that Village water/sewer operator Cody Pitsenbarger plans to 
allow his current contract to automatically renew.  
 
Information was received about the Dolly Parton Imagination Library, and council 
discussed sharing the program with local families while also reminding residents 
about the Little Free Library available in the Village. 
 
Council members also discussed community outreach, including welcoming new 
residents and sending cards to residents for occasions such as illness. Looking ahead 
to fall, discussion began on a possible Halloween event at Village Hall for children and 
families. Ideas included a trunk-or-treat in the parking lot, food and activities inside 
Village Hall, and possibly extending the amount of time available for children to trick-
or-treat. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

DISCLAIMER:  This is a brief synopsis of the 
meeting.  Minutes are posted to the village 
website once they are approved by council. 
 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14th  

@ 6:00 P.M. 
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Bailey Lakes Village Council – August 10, 2026 Meeting 
Highlights 

Prior to the August 10 Regular Council Meeting, Village officials 
completed required IT/cybersecurity training in accordance with 
Ohio House Bill 96.  

During the meeting, council received an update on the Village’s 
tax budget and Certificate of Estimated Resources, with a related 
resolution expected to be considered by the end of September. 
Minutes from the July 13 and July 27 regular meetings were 
approved, along with the July financial reconciliation.  

Council reviewed proposals for pest control services at Village Hall 
and voted to contract with Rose Pest Control Solutions. Council 
also received reports regarding James Lake, Village water and 

sewer operator’s report. Village officials continue to look into a 
locked dumpster for Village Hall that would be serviced monthly.  

Several ongoing infrastructure and maintenance projects were 
discussed. Work involving the sewer plant auger is expected to be 

ready in September, and the Village continues preparations for 
Ringler Park. Officials are also continuing to explore options for 
camera equipment that could be used to inspect sewer lines and 
storm water pipes. 

Council members brought forward several items for future 
consideration, including establishing official Village email 
addresses for council members and officials, obtaining estimates 
for repairs and improvements to Village Hall, exploring additional 
storage options, and other property and equipment needs. 
Council also briefly discussed mowing and snow removal services 
and addressed several questions and concerns brought to the 
Village’s attention. 
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The Village of Bailey Lakes and the Bailey Lakes Events Committee extends our sincere appreciation to the many individuals, organizations, businesses, and 
volunteers who helped make our 250 on 250 Celebration such a memorable day. Your generosity, time, talents, and love for our community helped showcase the 
rich history of Bailey Lakes for residents and visitors alike. 

                                                           ,            ,                            '       : 

•             – For sharing Johnny Appleseed memorabilia and photographs of the historic Harvey Farm. 

•                                      – For displaying Jennifer's impressive collection of arrowheads discovered in Bailey Lakes over the years. 

•              – For sharing historic photographs of James Lake, including the 2005 spillway construction, the memorable photograph of the 30-pound 
raccoon he captured as a young man in Bailey Lakes, his beautifully restored 1971 Nova, the newspaper article featuring the 44-pound catfish caught in Spring 
Lake, and other pieces of Bailey Lakes history. Thank you also for sharing your family's long connection to our community, where the Shores family has called 
Bailey Lakes home for more than 60 years. 

•              – For displaying her historic flag collection and Savannah Academy documents.  

•               – For sharing an 1800s map of Clear Creek Township and the Historic Ashland County books. 

•             – For the loan and display of The Olde Keys Book. 

•         "    "           – For sharing the Historic Ashland County books, earlier centennial brochures, a 1950s map of Bailey Lakes, and numerous 
documents preserving the history of the Ringler family and our village. 

•       &          – For displaying a 1950s aerial photograph of Bailey Lakes and sharing fascinating local history and stories with visitors. 

•       &          , owners of Friendly Express 6 in Bailey Lakes – Thank you for generously donating cookies for the Bailey Lakes and Savannah 
celebrations. 

•        – Thank you for donating the America 250 flag. 

•            – Thank you for sharing the Ashland County commemorative blanket display. 

                                            : 

•                                – For her many donations, leadership, planning, creativity, and countless hours of time and effort organizing, 
coordinating, decorating, and preparing for the 250 on 250 Celebration. Her dedication and commitment behind the scenes helped make this celebration such a 
success. 

•                                     – For her leadership, planning, creativity, and countless hours of time and effort organizing, coordinating, 
decorating, and preparing for the 250 on 250 Celebration. Her dedication and commitment behind the scenes helped make this celebration such a success. 

•                – Helped with setup, tear-down, and monitoring Village Hall throughout the celebration. 

•           – Helped with setup, tear-down, and monitoring Village Hall throughout the celebration. 

•              – Helped with setup, tear-down, and monitoring Village Hall throughout the celebration. 

•             – Helped with setup, tear-down, and monitoring Village Hall throughout the celebration. 

•             – Helped with setup, tear-down, and monitoring Village Hall, and created the beautiful balloon arches that welcomed visitors to the celebration. 

•              – Helped with setup, tear-down, and monitoring Village Hall throughout the celebration. 

•             – Helped with setup, tear-down, and monitoring Village Hall, and generously donated crayons and pencils for our youngest visitors. 

•           – Helped with setup, tear-down, and monitoring Village Hall throughout the celebration. 

•                                    ,                 – Thank you for transporting the historic tornado siren to Village Hall for display and for 
the outstanding work you did giving Village Hall a beautiful facelift before the celebration. 

•               – Thank you for creating the event brochures, promoting the celebration, helping spread the word throughout the community, and for 
everything you do behind the scenes to help make events like this possible.  

                                    

A very special thank you to Martha Pence, our 84-year-old oldest living resident who still resides in the Village of Bailey Lakes. Mrs. Pence has called Bailey 
Lakes home for more than 70 years and was born in the house that once stood beside Friendly Express. 

She graciously shared her memories of life before James Lake existed, recalled what the Village was like when only a handful of homes had been built, and 
provided visitors with a wonderful glimpse into Bailey Lakes' early history. Thank you, Martha, for sharing your treasured memories and helping preserve the story 
of our Village for future generations. 

Finally, we extend our appreciation to            for the tremendous work researching and compiling                   , preserving the history of 
            ,         ,                         . 

We also honor the generations who helped build and preserve this community, including  . . &              ,     &             ,        &       
       ,               , and the many others who have contributed over the years to making Bailey Lakes the wonderful community it is today. 

                        Bailey Lakes, Savannah and Clear Creek Township, along with everyone who attended and celebrated with us, thank you !  
Your support, enthusiasm, and community spirit made our 250 on 250 Celebration a tremendous success. 

Together, we celebrated our past, honored those who came before us, and created new memories that will be cherished for years to come. 
 

 

Here’s to the next 250 years! 
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Visitors to Bailey Lakes Village Hall enjoyed a patriotic display featuring historical maps, artifacts, vintage 

flags, local memorabilia, and America 250 decorations. The celebration also included a beautiful balloon arch, 
interactive activities, and a visit from Kevin Shores' beautifully restored 1971 Chevrolet Nova, helping make the 

day a memorable part of our community's America 250 celebration.  
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