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Lakeshore vegetation is vital to maintaining the overall health of lakes and the entire Lakehead Watershed. The
best approach to waterfront management is “natural is best”! If you are just getting started, consider keeping an
un-mown strip of natural vegetation 10 metres deep along your shoreline (ideally, clear no more than 25% of your
shoreline/frontage). Add in a mowed strip or pedestrian path leading to your dock or beach to compromise your love
of the lake’s recreational attractions with its responsibilities as a wildlife corridor. Over time, consider planting native
shrubs and gradually moving the mown edge away from the water to transition towards a healthy waterfront.

CANYOU CHECKANY OF THESE BOXES? IT’S TIME TO NATURALIZE YOUR SHORELINE:
[ An area has been cleared of vegetation
[ Lawn extends right to the water’s edge

[ The natural shoreline has been replaced with a breakwall or hard structure
[ Shoreline erosion or poor water quality is evident
O Algae blooms and excessive weed growth are prominent

GETTING STARTED:

Look around your lake, do you live or vacation in an area already surrounded by native vegetation? Is there little
development occurring? If so, leaving the shoreline alone to renew itself is a good option. Natural regeneration
is also a good option on shorelines with exposed bedrock and very shallow topsoil. However, in a disturbed or
developing area the “hands off” approach is not recommended, and increases the chance of invasive species moving
in. Read on for more information.



SLOW AND STEADY APPROACH:

Start slowly by removing small pieces of sod and replacing it with young dogwoods, willows, or meadowsweet.
Interspersing these shrubs with a few native trees will add extra stability to your shoreline. For more ideas, check out
the commonly used shoreline plants native to Northwestern Ontario listed below. Narrow down your borders for the
area you wish to naturalize and aim for one shrub every square metre of shoreline. Early spring or late fall are the best
times to plant, ensure your new plants are watered well after transplant, and get a good drink every week or two for
the first season.

PROJECT TIME APPROACH:

If you are interested in undertaking a stewardship project and have the time and money to spend gardening, consider
creating a landscaping plan that incorporates viewing points, benches, paths, and flowers. You can even incorporate
a carefully-placed fire pit to combine human and natural features in the most harmonized way. Give us a call at (807)
344-5857 for professional consultation.

General Tips -

«  Wherever possible, use locally-grown native plants listed in LRCA's Northwestern Ontario Native Plants List. Avoid
digging up wild plants as it can damage natural areas and they may not survive transplant.

« Ifyour shoreline needs extra erosion protection, boulders and loose rocks interspersed with shrubs and laid along
a gradual slope can absorb and dissipate wave energy. Avoid solid walls as they limit wildlife habitat and degrade
the shoreline.

- Inareas where beavers are active, wrap young tree trunks loosely with chicken wire or hardware cloth.

« Add mulch such as leaves or wood chips around newly planted shrubs to help retain moisture.

- Water your newly established planting project during dry periods for the first year or two.

COMMON SHORELINE PLANTS OF NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO:
The following plants are all native to Northwestern Ontario and suited to shoreline rehabilitation.

Dry, Upland Areas - (rocky, exposed sites)

Trees

BAISAMN il ..ottt siss s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssesssssssasssssssssssssesssesssessssssssssssssssssesssesssssssssssasssssssssssses Abies balsamea
SUGAE MAPIE .ttt bbb e bbb ass s bbb e s bbb b et bbb AR bt ses b st basn s Acer saccharum
WHIEE BIFCN..eeeeteeeceeteiseeetetsees sttt b bbb s s s s s b s s s as bbb a s b e bbb e R b ba s bbb e s s ee Betula papyrifera
WHIEE SPIUCE ...ttt sssas s bt ass b sas s sb s s s sss b bas s b as R bbb b e R b ase bbbt R b b e s b b e s R b basssns Picea glauca
REA PN ettt asssssss s s s sssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssssesssesssesssssssessssssssssssssssssesssssssssssassssssses Pinus resinosa
WITE PN ettt ssssasssssssssssssssssssssesssssssessssssssssssssssssssssesssesssesssssssssssssssssesssesssssssssssssssssssssssssesssesssssssessess Pinus strobus
WHITE COAAN ...ttt s b s s bbb s b s s b s s s s e s s s e s R b b e s e b b ase s b b e s st basssesbsnbassanbens Thuja occidentalis
Shrubs

SEIVICEDEITY ettt ssss s ssss s bt s s s s s bR A s bbb bbbt Amelanchier sp.
REA OSIEI DOGWOO .....ccorvrerririeiesiensisiessasssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssassssssessasssssssssassssssessessasssens Cornus serica
COMMON JUNIPET cucetietrietrieineeisesssessssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessessssessssen Juniperus communis
CrEEPING JUNIPET .ottt st s ssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssassssssesssssssssessassssssessassssssssasssssasssnssnnes Juniperus horizontalis
NTNEDATK .ottt b bbb s s b s s b b s s bbb s bbb s bt ee s s s b s basssesbnsansasntans Physocarpus opulifolius
CROKECNEITY ottt ssssssasssasssiss s ssss s s ssssssss s s s sssesssesssssasesssesssssssassasssasssesssesssasssesssssssssssasssssns Prunus virginiana

REA-BEITIEA EIAL ettt setsesssstess e bsssssssssaesssssassssssssssssssasssssssssssssessssssssassssssssnssssssssssses Sambucus racemosa



Grasses and Wildflowers

CaANAAA ANEMONE.....ouiirieeieeeaeessetssessetssesssesssssssesssesss s s s ssse s s sas st s st st ase s b e basesss s s s et ssesusesasesasesssessses Anemone canadensis
NEW ENGIANGA ASTEN ..ueeeieireetirsitississsissississsssssssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses Aster nova-angliae
FITEWEE ...ttt st sas b bss s b s sttt sss st ssssnssnssssssassntsns Chamerion angustifolium
FOXTQI BATlQY ....euveeeeeeieireiseieseissiscssisssessiss s sssssss s st sss s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns Hordenum jubatum
PAN RUSH ..ttt sss s s st asesasesase bbb st s et Juncus tenuis
BIACK-EYEQA SUSAN ....ccuiiieiereisiereissisinsississssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssses Rudbeckia hirta

Wet, Lowland Areas - (wet or flooded part of the season)

Trees

REA MAPIE .ttt ettt s bbb s s s s e s bbbt bR AR s A A b A b e s b s bt n b s b st s s s s assassasaassantans Acer rubrum
SHIVEE IMAPIE ettt sttt as s bbb R e a bbbt b AR s s s s s b et s b s st s b s s s sssnsaen Acer saccharinum
WHIEE BIlCNceeeeeee sttt ettt bbb ae s bbb bbb bbb bbb n s s s s s s s e s e bantes Betula papyrifera
BIACK ASI ottt sss s bbb s s ARttt Fraxinus nigra
TAMATACK oevverreririeeirsisissiseissssiss s st ssss s ssss st s s ssss s ssssss b s s s sss b s sss s s b b e s s s b b st st b s st b st ek b s Rt b b s bbb s sssnes Larix laricina
BIACK SPTUCE ..ttt s s bbbt as s bbb bbb bR AR b A s e b e bbb s bt es s s s s assasbassantas Picea mariana
WHITE CORAAN ...ttt isssssssse st sssesssssss s st ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnssns Thuja occidentalis
Shrubs

SPECKIEA AITET ettt tes st ass s s s b s s ss s ss s as e b sttt s s s ses s s s s s e basbastessessnsessenannans Alnus incarna
REA OSIEF DOGWOO .....ceriieierirsiniireississsississssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssons Cornus serica
SWEET GAIE .ttt sss st s st s bbbt s bbb R ARttt R e b b sn b es Myrica Gale
NINEDAIK .ottt b s s s s s s s s bbb s a s e s as s e ses b s s s s st s sessesaenassaneans Physocarpus opulifolius
B WIllOW ...ttt assssss s s sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssanes Salix bebbiana
PUSSY WIITOW ...ttt isssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssons Salix discolor
HEAIT-IEAVEA WIIIOW ...ttt sttt s st sss s st s ss s as s sas s bbb s st s s s s s sassassassessrnes Salix eriocephala
MEAAOW WIlIOW.....eoeeeeeeteeeeeeesteiestes st tssassassssssssasssssss s sessessssssssssssssssassessessessessessessessssassassasssssassessessessssessssssassassans Salix petiolaris
COMMON EIAEIDEITY «.ocetirieieireisissississississssssssissssss st ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnes Sambucus canadensis
WHITE IMEAUOWSWEET ...ttt assss st s st bbbt s s A s b e bbb s b st s s sssassassassantas Spirea alba
HIGhDUSH Cranb@rTy ...ttt ssssssssssasssssssssbsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsns Viburnum trilobum

Grasses and Wildflowers

CANAAA ANEIMONE...eetirieeirrisiessississsssssss sttt s s sss s s st s s sssssssssssssssss b s ssssss b sassssabassssassnssssasessssssssssans Anemone canadensis
SWAMP IMITKWEEA ...ttt sssssss s s sss s s s s s s sassassesss st s sesses s s s sassassessasssssessessssssnsanen Asclepias incarnata
CaANAAIAN BIUGJOINT ....eoveeereieieeiseieiseississeseississsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns Calamagrostis canadensis
BEIDI'S SEUGE ...ttt sttt bbb s bRttt Carex bebbii
WHIE TUMTIEN@AM ...ttt s s bbbt s as s bbbt st b st snsens Chelone glabra
COMMON BONESET ...ttt sss st ss s st s s st sttt s st st essesassesantans Eupatorium perfoliatum
JOE-PYE WEEM ...ttt sss s sssssssssss s bbb sss s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns Eupatorium rugosum
BIUB FIAG ITIS ettt issssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssssnsens Iris versicolor
Big BUI-REEM. ...ttt bss st sssssss s s ssss s ssss s s sssssssssnsssssssssssssssnssanes Sparganium eurycarpum
BIUB VBIVAIN.... ittt sssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssenes Verbena hastata
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