
NATIVE
BEES



WHAT IS 
POLLINATION?

- To transfer pollen 
from a stamen to an 
ovule

POLLINATION



WHO ARE THE POLLINATORS?

POLLINATORS



POLLINATORS



Hand Pollination



QUIZZ TIME!

What foods need pollination?



POLLINATED CROPS





WHAT PLANTS DO NOT NEED
POLLINATION?

NON-POLLINATED CROPS

• All leafy greens 
• Below ground root veggies and tubers such as 

carrots, parsnips, potatoes, sweet potatoes, 
horseradish 

• Ground level root veggies such as beets, turnips, 
rutabagas 

• Most legumes including peas and beans 
• Corn—like other wind-pollinated veggies, giving 

them a little shake helps distribute the pollen
• Celery
• Rice, wheat





NATIVE 
VS. 

NON-NATIVE



NATIVE BEES
In the United States, there are 
over 4,000 species of native bees.



BUMBLE BEES



Bumble Bee



Carpenter Bee



MASON BEES

• Quite small

• Bluish/black metallic

• Solitary

• Can sting but usually do 

not – non aggressive 

• Do not make holes –

use pre-existing holes 

(Carpenter Bee is the 

drilling culprit)

• Do not make honey



MASON BEES

• Will lay female eggs first 
(2) and then lay 4 males

• Each cell is filled with 
pollen bread and an 
egg

• Caps the end of 
the tube with mud



MASON BEE LIFE CYCLE

• Super pollinators

• Active April – June

• Out pollinate honey 
bee 80 to 1

• Belly flop onto the 
flower

• 250 Mason bees to 
pollinate 1 acre of 
apple trees vs. 20,000 
honey bees

• Females live around 
8 to 10 weeks; drones 
(males) 2 to 3 weeks



BUILD YOUR OWN HOTEL

• 5-6” Deep
• Capped on one 

end
• Bamboo works 

well
• Cardboard tubes
• PVC tubes
• 3/8” or 5/16” is 

best
• 25-50 holes/ 

backyard
• Face east or SE
• Morning sun
• Sheltered
• Do Not Move until 

AFTER holes are 
filled (after August)



Google search “Mason 
Bees” – you will find lots of 
useful and helpful 
information.



Resources:

Sherian A. Wright - $19.84



Try a 
variety of 
kinds of 

bee 
boxes.  
Bee 

creative!



One minute later….



One year later….











Amazon.com – search for “insect hotels” or “bee house”

Where to find Insect Hotels





What do I plant to attract 
pollinators?

Native plants are best:
• Best adapted to our climate and rainfall
• Bees and butterflies are familiar with 

these plants

Bee Smart Pollinator App 
for Smartphones



MASON BEES

FAVORITE COLORS:

• WHITE

• PURPLE

• YELLOW

• PINK

They cannot
see red.

As we see it….. As bees see it…..



1)Protect and                       
create habitat

2)Provide housing

3)Avoid or limit            
pesticide use

To Summarize…Easy as 1, 2, 3



Any Questions?
Stacy Blomquist, Kisatchie National Forest, 318-473-7242
stacy.blomquist@usda.gov or fsbuglady@gmail.com


