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THINK IT OVER 

 “HAPPINESS IS WHEN  WHAT YOU THINK, WHAT YOU SAY, AND 
WHAT YOU DO ARE IN HARMONY.” 

 

AFA ODISHA BRANCH WELCOMES INCOMING MEMBER 
 

 AFA Odisha branch welcomes the newly added under mentioned Air 
Veterans for becoming life member of AFA Odisha Corpus in the month of       
Oct 2025. 

SL  
NO. 

RANK NAME AFA 
 LM NO. 

1. JWO Rabi Narayan Panigrahi 27277 
2. JWO  Manas Kumar Das 100391 
3. JWO Paramananda Swain 98851 
4. HFL  Ramakant Mohanty 81976 
5. MWO Arun Kumar Shukla 100699 
6. SGT Chhotry Murmu 47193 
7. SGT Nirmal Mahapatra 99400 
8. HFO Madhaba Chandra Mohapatra 54296 
9. WO Hruda Nanda Baral 88825 
10 SGT Raja Kishore Das 42956 
11 JWO  Ashok Kumar Rout Applied 
12 SGT Sanjay Kumar Garnaik Applied 

 



 

AIR VETERANS’ NEWS LETTER 
AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION, ODISHA BRANCH 

(A monthly Newsletter of AFA, Odisha Branch, published at Bhubaneswar) 
Volume: 01   ■    Issue –LXIX■   Pages– 02/18■  NOV-2025 

 

A TRIBUTE TO THE DEPARTED 
 

HFL SURENDRA KUMAR MURUDI (RETD) DIED ON 13 OCT 25 

              

1. MESSAGE TO ALL AIR VETERANS  

All veterans should check whether the name of their spouse in PPOs is matching with the name in 
Aadhar Card, PAN Card and Bank Account. In case of mismatch, Veterans may contact this office to know 
the procedure for carrying out corrections in service documents. This office has noticed mismatch in the 
names of spouses of some of our Air Veterans who had passed away. This had lead to avoidable hardships 
to their widows. This is an avoidable hardship. Veterans, who do not want to leave their family in financial 
distress on their demise, may please check/re-check that there is no mismatch in the names of their spouse 
in the PPO and other financial documents. 
 
2. SALUTING TH GUARDIANS OF THE SKY ON AIR FORCE DAY (08 OCT 2025) 
 
 On this 93rd Indian Air Force Day, we at Air Force Association Odisha proudly remember our glorious 
legacy and honour the valiant Air Warriors (past and present) who have safeguarded our Nation with 
unmatched courage, professionalism and dedication. We also pay our solemn tribute to the fallen heroes, the 
brave Air Warriors who made the supreme sacrifice in the line of duty. Their valour and devotion continue to 
inspire us every day. 
       

                               



  

3. 93𝐫𝐝 AIR FORCE DAY CELEBRATION BY AFA ODISHA BALASORE CHAPTER  
  

 The Balasore District Chapter of the Air Force Association (AFA) Odisha celebrated the 93rd Indian 
Air Force Day with great enthusiasm, unity and patriotic fervour. The event was graced by Air Commodore 
Arabinda Mohanty, VSM (Retd), President AFA Odisha; Squadron Leader Atanu Kumar Panda (Retd), 
Secretary AFA Odisha; and Junior Warrant Officer Aruna Mohanty (Retd), Advisor AFA Odisha. 
 
 The celebrations witnessed whole-hearted participation of Air Veterans, Sanginis, and children, 
reflecting the true spirit of camaraderie and pride in the service of our great nation. 
 
 Speakers appreciated the commendable efforts of the Balasore Chapter under the leadership of AV 
Sibdas Kundu, for fostering unity among retired Air Force personnel and for its continuous social and welfare 
initiatives. A colourful cultural programme by the AFA Balasore Women’s Wing Sangini, led by Minati Sahoo, 
added vibrancy and joy to the event. 
 
 It was a proud moment for all as AV Maheswar Behera, District Secretary, was recognised for his 
dedicated efforts toward strengthening the association’s mission by the President AFA. 
 
 Air Force Association, Odisha salutes the spirit of all our veterans and families who continue to uphold 
the values of the Indian Air Force, Touch the Sky with Glory! 
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4. CELEBRATING 93 GLORIOUS YEARS OF THE INDIAN AIR FORCE  
 
 On the occasion of the 93rd Indian Air Force Day, Air Force officers and their families from Odisha 
came together to honour the legacy of our sky warriors and celebrate the indomitable spirit of the Indian Air 
Force. 
 
 This year, the celebration held a special emotion as we bid farewell to the legendary MiG-21, the 
iconic aircraft that served the nation with distinction and courage for more than six decades. 
 
A heartfelt salute to all who continue to uphold the values of courage, commitment and service before self.
  

 

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AIR VETERANS’ NEWS LETTER 
AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION, ODISHA BRANCH 

(A monthly Newsletter of AFA, Odisha Branch, published at Bhubaneswar) 
 

Volume: 01   ■    Issue –LXIX■   Pages– 05/18■  NOV-2025 
 

4. CELEBRATING 93 GLORIOUS YEARS OF THE INDIAN AIR FORCE BY DIST CHAPTERS 
 
 On the occasion of the 93rd Indian Air Force Day, Air Force Air Veteran and their families from Dist 
Chapters came together to honour the legacy of our sky warriors and celebrate the indomitable spirit of the 
Indian Air Force. 
 

 
AIR FORCE DAY CELEBRATION BY AFA BHADRAK CHAPTER ON 05 OCT 25 
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AIR FORCE DAY CELEBRATION BY AFA DHENKANAL CHAPTER ON 08 OCT 25 

 

 

 
 
  

AIR FORCE DAY CELEBRATION BY AFA CUTTACK CHAPTER ON 19 OCT 25 
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AIR FORCE DAY CELEBRATION BY AFA KENDRAPARA CHAPTER ON 08 OCT 25 
 

  
 

 AIR FORCE DAY CELEBRATION BY AFA KHORDHA CHAPTER ON 12 OCT 25 
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5. AFA ODISHA JOINS NOBLE COMMUNITY CAUSE 
 
 President AFA Odisha and many dedicated Air Veterans and Sanginis participated in the inspiring 
community initiative, "ǆେଲ ଦଅି.... ନǆେଲ ନଅି" (If you have, give... if you don't, take), on 12 Oct 2025 (Sunday). 

 
 The Air Force community showed tremendous support for this free collection and distribution drive for 
pre-loved, usable household goods. This noble effort was jointly initiated by the Mahabodhi Society of India, 
Odisha Center and the Rotary Club of Rajdhani, Bhubaneswar. 
 
 The Power of Giving and Receiving Veterans and Sanginis gathered at Buddha Mandir, Unit-9, 
Bhubaneswar, bringing clean, usable items like: 
 
 • Wearable Clothing  
 • Household Goods (Utensils, Buckets, Chairs)  
 • Books, Gadgets, Sports Goods, and more  
 
 This drive champions the principle of anonymous sharing: The identity of the donor is confidential, 
and the identity of the recipient is confidential. It's all about ensuring that perfectly good items find a new 
home where they are truly needed. 
 
 A huge salute to all the Air Veterans and Sanginis who contributed items or simply offered their time 
and physical presence to help coordinate the drive. Your dedication to service continues long after your 
uniform is put away! 
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6. EVENT OF 'CHANDRAMA TUME CHANDRAMA,' ON 27 OCT 25 
 
 The Air Force Association Odisha was honored to have its members attend the spectacular fusion 
event, 'CHANDRAMA TUME CHANDRAMA,' last night (on 27 Oct 25) at Geeta Govinda Sadan, 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha organised by Amruta Kalakar. Air Commodore Arabinda Mohanty VSM (Retd), 
President Air Force Association Odisha graced the occasion as the esteemed Chief Guest, making the 
evening truly special. 
 
 The event was a wonderful fusion of a superior class of music with theme-based live painting by 
Honourary Flying Officer Bibhuti Bhusan Mohapatra (Retd), who colored his favorable canvas alongside 
performances by noted singers like Ms. Sailabhama Mohapatra and participating writers. Our own Group 
Captain Anirudha Senapati (Retd) and other Air Veterans with their families also graced the occasion as 
invited guests. 
 
 It was a unique and beautiful celebration of singing and painting together! A big thank you to the 
organizers for extending the invitation.  
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7. VETERANS AS NATION BUILDERS: AFA ODISHA, GCODE AND THE GUIDING HAND OF 
BRIDGE BHARAT COUNCIL 

 We are excited to share the success of our collaboration meeting held at Drushti’s office in 
Bhubaneswar with the visionary Founders of GCODE (Global Community Of Domain Experts), Mr. (Srini) 
Srinivas Patnaik and Mr. Satish Patnaik (https://gcode.in). 

 The session was chaired by Air Commodore Arabinda Mohanty VSM (Retd), President of AFA 
Odisha. Other key Members Present were Wg Cdr Salil Panda (Retd), Wg Cdr Suresh Chandra Sahu(Retd), 
LSSGB, Sqn Ldr Atanu Kumar Panda (Retd) (Secretary, AFA Odisha), Sgt Lal Mohan Pattnayak (Retd). This 
strategic discussion focused on integrating the expertise of our Air Veterans into the startup ecosystem as 
Domain Experts and Mentors via the incredible GCODE platform. We look forward to collaborate in 
launching the GCODE Odisha Chapter! 

 The success of this initiative is being greatly supported by the involvement of BRIDGE BHARAT 
COUNCIL FOR PROMOTION OF INNOVATION RESEARCH AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP, which acts as 
our guiding partner for such high-impact collaborations. 

 ➡ Veteran Wing Commander M Jeyakumar (Retd), Founder, and Col N Selva Kumar (Retd), 

 CEO  of BRIDGE Bharat Council, joined us online, with Sgt Manoranjan Dash (Retd), Regional 
 Coordinator, also present. 

 ➡ BBC's Mission: As an action-oriented think tank with a nationwide network, BBC's core 

 strength is connecting, consolidating, and promoting MSMEs, academia and the Defence ecosystem. 
 

 ➡ Guiding Partnership: BRIDGE Bharat Council provides the necessary framework, policy 

 alignment and technical guidance to ensure our veterans' mentorship is effectively translated into 
 tangible outcomes for emerging businesses, supporting the larger Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative. 
 
 This partnership is designed to ensure our Air Veterans' decades of service and deep domain 
knowledge continue to contribute to the Nation's economic growth and innovation. 
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 ETIQUETTES /NORMS FOR POSTINGS IN AFA ODISHA GROUP  AND CAPITAL REGION 
WHATSAPP GROUP 

Members are requested to follow the enlisted guidelines before any posting to the above-
mentioned group.  

 1. Only matters related to the welfareof AVs & their families to be posted. 

 2.    Important service matters of general interest only to be posted. 

 3.  Greetings / messages on days of National interest viz Republic Day, Independence 
 Day, Mahatma Gandhi's Birthday, IAF Day, AFA day can be posted.   

 4.    Greetings on New Year, and days of religious importance of all religions may be 
 posted.  

 NOTE:- 

  A.   All such greeting messages in para 3&4 ARE TO BE POSTED ON BEHALF 
  OF AFA, PREFERABLY BY ONE OF THE GROUP ADMIN ONLY. 

  B.   No reciprocator messages from individual members needed. 

  C.  However, the Dist Chapters can reciprocate. 

  D.   Members may disseminate such messages to their families. 

 5.     Messages relating to death, serious mishap, sickness, extreme distress that calls for
 help to any AV can definitely be posted by any one so as to initiate suitableaction by the
 AFA(O).  

 6.   NO PERSONAL MESSAGES such as Good Morning/ Birthday, Marriageanniversary 
 wishes to be posted in this group. This can be conveyed on personal basis only. 

 7.    We the Air Veterans need no reminder to be disciplined & respectful towards each 
 other in our action and deeds, befitting to the ethics of Air Force as Air Warriors or as Air 
 Veterans. 

 

WITH MUTUAL SUPPORT, LET US WORK TOGETHER FOR BETTER TOMORROW. 

 



 

NOTICE 

Fully Furnished Rooms (AC) with Kitchen 
for Veterans and families visiting 
Bhubaneswar is available at AFA Odisha 
Branch Office premises at Leelakunj Plot No. 
2612 MAA Santoshi Marg, Patrapada 
(Bhubaneswar). Needy personnel may 
contact incharge of the Guest Room  
AV JWO Subhash Chandra Raut-  
82498 71552 / HFO BB Pattnaik-
8015796224/ AV JWO PN Swain-  
98187 63166 respectively  @ Rs. 400/- per 
day + Electricity charges (as per 
prevailing rates). 

 

DRAWING ROOM 

 

BED ROOM 

 

KITCHEN 

AN APPEAL TO ALL THE AIR VETERANS 

Our expenses, involving various organized programs, are increasing every 
year. Our sources of income are limited to the 50% share of New 
Membership Fees, interest received from our Fixed Deposits and occasional 
donations from our generous members. 
 
If over 8500 strong State Members of our Branch come together with their 
small efforts, we may be able to collect a decent amount which could be used 
to serve you better. As the saying goes, “it’s the small drops of water that 
make an ocean”!   
 

Here are the ways to contribute:- 

1. Air Veterans can order AFA, Odisha T-Shirts, Caps, Mugs and other items 
with logo to share, gift to others. 
 
2. Air Veterans can give their advertisement in this eNewsletter with very 
nominal charges which will be added to generate more revenue for this 
organization. 
 
 

TO ADD CONTENT IN THIS ENEWSLETTER 

(i) It is to inform you that the contents received from dist. Official email ID will 
be added in this eNewsletterand not to send us by any other means. 

(ii) It is also intimated you to provide content by 20thof every month. 

 

For Any Correction 

For any correction kindly write to: 

Editor AFA Odisha airforceassociation.orissa@gmail.com 

Amendments will be reflected in the next monthly eNewsletter. 

For more information please contact 

Sqn Ldr AK Panda (Retd)  Mob: 8249801758 

 

Editor-in-Chief, AFA, Odisha, eNewsletter 

Wg Cdr PC Pattanayak (Retd) Mob: 7008246441 

Email ID :airforceassociation.orissa@gmail.com   
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