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Foreword

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has
developed this book, Veer Gaatha: Stories of Param Vir Chakra Awardees in
the honour of those who fought against all odds to safeguard the honour
of our nation.

Veer Gaatha is a memoir of war heroes who will be remembered
forever for their indomitable courage, dedication to duty and undying love
for the motherland. This book is a collection of stories of great icons of
the Indian armed forces who have been awarded the Param Vir Chakra.
The award is the highest military decoration and it stands for the highest
degree of conspicuous gallantry, supreme courage, leadership, exemplary
devotion to duty and self-sacrifice in wartime.

War as we know is the largest man-made catastrophe affecting
humankind. But there is a bigger question, i.e., can we avoid war? Perhaps
there is no certain answer to this question, but we should surely not glorify
wars if wars do not entail the message of peace. The sincere tribute to our
war heroes, some of whom laid down their lives for a noble cause, will be to
ensure that peace and harmony prevail. Reading these stories will give you
an opportunity to engage with history and take a stand on what the present
should entail — war or peace forever!

The stories that follow are inspiring and instructive. They will give the
reader insights into our “Param Virs’, the bravehearts, their disciplined
and determined characters and their commitment to responsibility. We are
sure that you will be motivated to imbibe their sterling qualities and carry
forward the glorious tradition set by them.

Let us remind ourselves that the time has come that we resolve our
conflicts amicably and rise as members of one human family.

Director
New Delhi National Council of Educational
15 January 2016 Research and Training






Preface

The Constitution of India states that the State shall endeavour to promote
international peace and security, maintain just and honourable relations
between nations, foster respect for international law and encourage
settlement of international disputes by arbitration.

However, circumstances required independent India to engage in
wars and conflicts with Pakistan in 1947-48, 1965, 1971, 1987, 1999 and
with China in 1962. The armed forces were also called upon to serve
in the peacekeeping operations in nations such as DR Congo (1960-
64) and Sri Lanka (1987-90). The personnel of all services sacrificed
immensely to achieve the goals of national security and honour at
home and abroad. This handy book comprises inspiring stories of
the 21 bravehearts who were awarded the Param Vir Chakra (PVC),
India’s highest wartime gallantry medal, for their service to the nation.
Until now, only 21 war heroes were awarded the PVC since 1947. Out
of them, as many as 14 were awarded the PVC posthumously and
16 took part in India’s wars and conflicts with Pakistan alone.

The PVC Awardees hail from a wide range of socio-economic and
educational backgrounds. While some come from the defence families,
most are from other walks of life. While half of them are officers, the other
half belong to JCOs/NCOs/Jawans. These heroes may belong to different
communities, regions, services, regiments, units, ranks, age groups
and different periods of post-Independence history of India. But what
is common to all of them is the feeling of patriotism and the display of
the highest level of valour on the battlefield. Symbolising the ethos and
values such as devotion to duty, esprit de corps, honesty, honour, non-
discrimination, and spirit of selfless sacrifice, they lived up to the motto:
“One for all and all for one”. This is what is reflected in each story.

The book introduces these outstanding patriots to young readers across
the nation. Most of these readers may be termed as post-Kargil generation.
Following a chronological order, the book provides snippets of military
history of India since independence along with the stories of the PVC
Awardees. Each story concludes with the citation, which describes valour
of the Awardee. Readers can find out more print and audio-visual materials
to know about the life and times of these awardees and about the wars and
operations in which they took part and the leaders of those times. In these
stories, it is neither intended to glorify the violence nor demonise the enemy.



The safety, honour and welfare of your country come first,
always and every time.

The honour, welfare and comfort of the men you command
come next.

Your own ease, comfort and safety come last, always and
every time.

— Credo of the Indian Military Academy (IMA)
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About the Param Vir Chakra

Instituted on 26 January 1950, the first Republic Day, the Param Vir Chakra
(PVC) is awarded for most conspicuous bravery or some daring or pre-
eminent act of valour or self-sacrifice, in the presence of the enemy, whether
on land, at sea, or in the air. The decoration may be awarded posthumously. It
came into retrospective effect from 15 August 1947.

Literally, the Param Vir Chakra means “‘Wheel (or Cross) of the Ultimate
Brave. In Sanskrit, Param means Ultimate, Vir (pronounced veer) means Brave
and Chakra means Wheel.

Design of the Medal

Medal: Circular in shape, made of bronze, one and three eighth inches in
diameter and on obverse, four replicas of “Indra’s Vajra” with the State
Emblem (including the motto), embossed in the centre. On its reverse, it
shall have embossed Param Vir Chakra both in Hindi and English with two
lotus flowers between Hindi and English. The fitting will be swivel mounting.

The PVC is the equivalent award of the “Victoria Cross” (VC) of the
United Kingdom or the “Medal of Honor” of the United States of America.

Sources: http://indianairforce.nic.in
http://knowindia.gov.in



Designer of the PVC Medal

IA 421 Maj Gen Vikram Ramji Khanolkar and Mrs Savitri Bai Khanolkar on the
day of their marriage at Lucknow

Mrs Savitri Bai Khanolkar designed the PVC Medal. She was born
on 20 July 1913 in Switzerland as Eve Yvonne Maday de Maros. She met
Cadet Vikram Ramji Khanolkar who was visiting Switzerland during a
term break from the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, UK. They fell in
love and married later. Subsequently, she changed her name to Mrs Savitri
Bai Khanolkar.

Mrs Khanolkar was chosen to design the medals owing to her in-depth
understanding of Indian culture and her artistic skills. Besides designing
the PVC, she designed the major Gallantry Medals for both war and peace,
namely Ashok Chakra (AC), Maha Vir Chakra (MVC), Kirti Chakra
(KC), Vir Chakra (VrC) and Shaurya Chakra (SC)! She also designed the
General Service Medal-1947, used until 1965. Interestingly, her daughter
Mrs Kumudini Sharma’s brother-in-law, Maj Somnath Sharma, was
posthumously awarded India’s first PVC, in the Battle of Badgam in 1947.
Mrs Khanolkar passed away on 26 November 1990.
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A Company
ADGPI
AOC-in-C
APS

B Company
Bde

Bn

Brig

C Company
CAP

Capt

CHM

CO

Col
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HMG
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JAK RIF
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Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief
Army Postal Service
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Brigade

Battalion

Brigadier

Charlie Company

Combat Air Patrol

Captain

Company Havildar Major
Commanding Officer

Colonel

Company

Company Quarter Master Havildar
Delta Company

Flying Officer

Flight Lieutenant

Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief
General

General Officer Commanding-in-Chief
Gorkha Rifles

Heavy Machine Gun

Headquarters

Indian Air Force

Indian Military Academy

Indian Peacekeeping Force

Jammu & Kashmir Light Infantry

Jammu & Kashmir Rifles



JCO
L/Nk
LMG
LoC

Lt Col
Lt Gen
Lt

LTTE
Maj Gen

MMG
MoD
NCC
NCO
NDA
NEFA
OBE
PAF
PoW
PVC
RCL
Regt
RMS
Retd
UN

Junior Commissioned Officer
Lance Naik

Light Machine Gun

Line of Control

Lieutenant Colonel
Lieutenant General
Lieutenant

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
Major General

Major

Medium Machine Gun
Ministry of Defence
National Cadet Corps
Non-commissioned Officer
National Defence Academy
North East Frontier Agency
Order of the British Empire
Pakistan Air Force

Prisoner of War

Param Vir Chakra
Recoilless

Regiment

Rashtriya Military School
Retired

United Nations
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A Saga of Heroism...

India-Pakistan War

1947-48

Indian soldiers during the 1947-48 war



Veer Gaatha

1947-the advent of independence left scars of boundaries as
the land and people were divided into India and Pakistan.

The war of 1947-48 was significant in many ways. It broke
immediately after the birth of two nations after a long struggle for
freedom; no sooner the euphoria of attaining freedom had subsided
the issues of nursing a nation of people of wounded psyche emerged;
at this juncture the war siren came as a bolt from the blue.

Nearly 550 Princely States were offered to choose and join either of
the countries. Most of the rulers selected the country that was nearer
to their own. Some chose to be independent. The Ruler of Jammu
and Kashmir, Maharaja Hari Singh, chose to stay independent. An
arrangement by the name ‘Standstill Agreement’ was signed, which
ensured the continuity of the present administrative system till a new
agreement came into being. Both the countries were appealed to restrain
from putting any administrative pressure until the public opinion is
expressed. However, but in spite of signing the agreement, in order to
capture Kashmir, Pakistan within a few months of independence, along
with some Pathan tribal clans, ex-servicemen, fugitive soldiers and
Pakistani troops started intruding into independent Kashmir.

In October 1947, the guerrillas (armed tribesmen) attacked the
bordering villages. Initially, the state army fought fiercely but soon they
realised that they were fewer in comparison to the guerrillas. And then
Maharaja Hari Singh appealed to India for help. Prime Minister, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru agreed to help on the condition that the agreement
of merging the state of Jammu and Kashmir with India will be signed
first. As that was the only legal way by which the Indian Army could
enter Jammu and Kashmir. It was a long and bloody war. The soldiers
captured some parts of Kashmir during that time. Jhangar, Rajouri,
Kargil, Tithwal and a few other places were later recaptured. Later, in
1949, the ceasefire was officially announced with the intervention of the
United Nations.



India-Pakistan War, 1947-48

The Indian soldiers fought courageously and were honoured with
various gallantry awards. In this war, there were many brave soldiers
who sacrificed their lives. Five of them were awarded the Param Vir
Chakra for exceptional bravery and self-sacrifice. Maj Somnath
Sharma, Naik Jadunath Singh and CHM Piru Singh lost their lives in
battlefield. They were honoured with this award posthumously. 2/Lt
Rama Raghoba Rane and Lance Naik Karam Singh were two soldiers
who received this honour in person.

There are many unsung heroes of war and common people who
laid down their lives for the country we are living in. We can hear the
sagas of their valour blowing in the wind and we can smell it in the
aroma of the soil of our motherland. There were some who stand tall
as figures of indomitable courage; it is for their sacrifice that we can
breathe in a free country. Do you know who these people were?
Come, let us rewind to have a feel of their lives and spend some time
with them!

“Theirs not to reason why,
Theirs but to do and die.”

— Lord Tennyson Alfred



Somnath Sharma

Battle from Sunrise to Sunset — 3 November 1947

Maj Somnath Sharma raised his head with a twinkle in his eyes.
His plastered hand rested near the bunker. He looked at the sun
which would gradually be moving towards the west. Every second
of his life was a challenge now. He was ready to outrun the sun now
but there was no tension, the rising morning sun was welcomed;
his face was beaming and spirited in anticipation of laying his life for
the glory of his country.

Hence, after getting the secret information that a group of
about a thousand Pathans (armed tribals), led by the Pakistani
army, aided and abetted by Pakistan, was heading towards Srinagar.
Troops of A and D Company of 4 Kumaon led by Maj Somnath
Sharma and 1 Para Kumaon commanded by Capt Ronald Wood
were sent to Badgam, a small town located close to the Srinagar
airfield. According to the reports, the motive of the Pathans led by
the Pakistani army was to capture Srinagar airbase, to cut supplies,
and to make the Indian Army ineffective. But the troops led by
Maj Somnath Sharma were assigned the responsibility of finding the
infiltrators and keep them engaged.

Early in the morning, as per Maj Sharma’s report, his
company had taken position and dug trenches on a hill, west of the
village. 1 Para Kumaon had also taken position in the southeast of
the village, and according to them the village was calm and dead
silent. The villagers were busy with their work but seemed scared and
frightened. They saw that a few villagers had gathered near a nala
(water body) as if they had taken refuge there. Because the village



India-Pakistan War, 1947-48

seemed quiet, 1 Para Kumaon was instructed to take a round of the
East and go back to airbase after getting in touch with 1 Punjab.
They followed the orders and came back and reached Srinagar at
1 pm. The situation in Badgam was under control, so Maj Somnath
was ordered to remove his company from there although he
preferred to keep the company in Badgam till the evening.

Meanwhile, on the other side of the border, the Lashkar (group)
was accumulating in small units, to avoid suspicion. Their leader was
a Pakistani Major who was planning to dodge the Indian soldiers,
patrolling the area. It was a big and well-thought plan. Around
2 pm, when the A company had left the area, Pakistani Major
decided to wait no more, and as soon as around 700 infiltrators
accumulated, he attacked. At around 2.30 pm, Maj Somnath was
stunned to see bullets being fired from the village. He informed
the brigade that their position was under attack and that they
were apprehensive that their retaliation can prove to be fatal for
the women and children present in the village. Till then more
infiltrators had reached there from the hillside. The soldiers, who
had survived, later told that Maj Somnath was rushing from one
trench to another, boosting their morale and motivated them
to fight with full courage. The courage and determination of the
soldiers made the initial attacks by the enemy unsuccessful.

But the strength of the Pakistani Pathans was large and making
full use of this, they started putting more pressure by increasing their
number further. Soon they surrounded the D company from three
sides and started climbing the hill where the trenches were located.
Maj Somnath knew that his troops were meagre in comparison to
the enemy. He asked the brigade commander to send arms and
ammunition and extra soldiers. To keep the enemy engaged till
reinforcements arrived was a big challenge. He was aware that if not
engaged for considerable period of time, the infiltrators can reach
and capture the Srinagar airbase. He knew that his company will
not be able to stop the enemy for long, so it was a challenge for him

5
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to keep up his soldier’s will power. And, hence, he was in the open
battlefield ignoring his own safety but boosting the morale and will
power of his soldiers.

The fight continued like this for five hours. This was very
precious time for the Indian Army because by keeping the invaders
engaged was actually giving the Indian Air Force enough time to
bring reinforcements to the field.

Finally, their ammunition finished. When they informed the
brigade, the brigade asked them to fall back. After getting the orders,
Maj Somnath went to another trench to help a soldier load his gun,
in the meantime a mortar shell came and fell on an ammunition
box. There was a big explosion. Along with Maj Somnath Sharma,
his orderly and a Junior Commissioned Officer (JCO) lost their lives.

The Indian Army retaliated with full force and captured
Badgam in the early hours of 5 November. But 4 Kumaon lost their
bravehearts - Maj Somnath Sharma, Subedar Prem Singh Mehta
and 20 soldiers. Maj Somnath Sharma was awarded the Param
Vir Chakra for exemplary leadership and gallantry in fighting and
capturing the Indian post back.

Unforgettable Moments

Even after having a wounded plastered arm, Maj Somnath
Sharma insisted on going to Kashmir front... perhaps,
challenging his destiny competing with death. Amidst
death and destruction, Lance Naik of D coy Balwant Singh
did something very courageous; when most of the soldiers
were left with just one or two rounds of ammunition,
he told his men to move on and prepare for another action,
Balwant Singh, risking his life attacked the invaders. Due
to this intelligent and benevolent act of D coy, the invaders
were delayed by about 6 hours. This time was enough
for the Indian army to take position and to stop them
from reaching the airfield. The aircrafts were also helping
the troops. They were ready to face the attacks.
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Somi to Major Somnath

Maj Somnath was born on 31 January 1923 in District Kangra. His
father, Amarnath Sharma, a Medical Corps officer, reached the rank
of Major General in his service. Somnath was known as Somi as a
child. His brother who was also an army officer was called Tindy in
the army circles. When Tindy was 4 years old, their father was sent to
England for a medical course. Hence, both the brothers were sent to
Hampton Court Convent, Mussoorie. Bullied by the seniors at such
a tender age, Somi who was taller and broader than Tindy became
his protector. Somi had no interest in studies except in history and
general knowledge. The brothers had an agreement that Somi would
protect Tindy from the bullies of the school and Tindy would do the
homework which Somi would later copy in the morning.

They also did their further studies together. They studied together
in Sherwood College, Nainital. He was enrolled in the Prince of Wales
Military College (now Rashtriya Indian Military College), Dehradun
because of his strong desire to join the army. After passing out from
there in 1941, he joined the Indian Military Academy (IMA). The war
had started by then and the military training programme at the IMA
had to be stopped in between. In February 1942, after nine months
of vigorous training, Maj Somnath Sharma was commissioned in
8/19, Hyderabad Regiment (which later came to be known as the 4th
Battalion, Kumaon Regiment). He was merely 19 years old then.

Maj Somnath returned to India as an adjutant in 4 Kumaon
and picked up his duty to ensure the internal security of Punjab.
He also helped the police and administration to control the unrest
of 1947. These qualities enabled him to lead his company during the
unrest created by Pakistani infiltrators in Kashmir. The Commanding
Officer (CO) of 4 Kumaon was not ready for Somi’s movement
but ultimately giving in to his persistence, the CO agreed upon
sending him. He was given the responsibility of leading 2 Kumaon
companies. This story is often repeated in army messes and books.
It is a story of pride and courage.
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Once a Soldier, always a Soldier

Somnath was in Arakan, where he saw deadly combat with
Japan during the Second World War on the coast of Arakan.
Three Indian battalions had fought alongside British
Commando Battalion in this war. Once during the action,
Maj Somnath saw a wounded Kumaoni soldier sitting
beside a tree. When Somnath asked him to run, he replied
that he was unable to stand due to his wound. Somnath
picked him up and carried him on his back through the
Japanese shelling, to a safe place.

Rashtriya Indian Military College (RIMC), Dehradun,
is the alma mater of Maj Somnath Sharma.

8



Citation

Major Somnath Sharma
(IC-521), 4 Kumaon

On 3 November 1947, Major Somnath Sharma’s company was ordered
on a fighting patrol to Badgam in the Kashmir Valley. He reached his
objective at first light on 3 November and took up a position south of
Badgam at 1100 hours. The enemy, estimated at about 500 attacked
his company position from three sides, the company began to sustain
heavy casualties.

Fully realising the gravity of the situation and the direct threat
that would result to both the aerodrome and Srinagar if the enemy
attack was not held until reinforcements could be rushed to close
the gap leading to Srinagar via Humhama, Major Sharma urged his
company to fight the enemy tenaciously. With extreme bravery,
he kept rushing across the open ground to his sections exposing
himself to heavy and accurate fire to urge them to hold on.

Keeping his nerve, he skilfully directed the fire of his sections into
the ever-advancing enemy. He repeatedly exposed himself to the
full fury of enemy fire and laid out cloth strips to guide our aircraft
onto their targets in full view of the enemy.

Realising that casualties had affected the effectiveness of his light
automatics, this officer whose left hand was in plaster, personally
commenced filling magazines and issuing them to the light machine
gunners. A mortar shell landed right in the middle of the ammunition
resulting in an explosion that killed him.

Major Sharma’s company held on to its position and the remnants
withdrew only when almost completely surrounded. His inspiring
example resulted in the enemy being delayed for six hours, thus
gaining time for our reinforcements to get into position at Humhama
to stem the tide of the enemy advance.



His leadership, gallantry and tenacious defence were such that
his men were inspired to fight the enemy by seven to one, six hours
after this gallant officer had been killed.

He has set an example of courage and qualities seldom equalled
in the history of the Indian Army. His last massage to the Brigade
Headquarters a few moments before he was killed was, “The enemy
are only 50 yards from us. We are heavily outnumbered. We are under
devastating fire. | shall not withdraw an inch but will fight to the
last man and the last round.”
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Jadunath Singh

Legacy of Valour

This is the story of a soldier who lived and died for the country.
Jadunath Singh was born on 21 November 1916 in Khajuri, a small
village in Uttar Pradesh. His parents, Birbal Singh Rathore and
Jamuna Kanwar, were poor farmers. They had a large family of eight
children. Jadunath passed out from thevillage school after completing
class four. He was good at wrestling and physical activities.

As a young boy, Jadunath was active, religious and disciplined.
At the age of 25 years, he joined the Rajput Regiment at Fatehgarh.
After completing his training, he was posted at 1st Battalion of the
Rajput Regiment. His senior officers observed in him the sparks of
leadership and courage. He fought in World War II. On his return,
Jadunath was promoted to the rank of Naik, and he was given the
command of a section of troops.

It is said among the army circles that much information about
Jadunath is not available since he did not marry and his relatives
could also not be located. But what remains of the war hero Jadunath
is the legacy of bravery and matchless qualities of leadership which
will never fade from the pages of history of our country.

Fury of the Battle — 6 February 1948

As you have already read, the princely state of Jammu and Kashmir
did not want to be a part of India immediately after India gained its
independence. But it was also not possible for the erstwhile Maharaja
of Jammu and Kashmir to become self-sufficient in all aspects. He
agreed to accede to India when raiders from Pakistan attacked
Kashmir since he had no preparedness to fight the invaders.



Veer Gaatha

The Battalion, 1 Rajput was given the orders to march to
Naushera for fighting the invaders. The battalion was divided into
three posts. One of them was Taindhar, which is said to be the
most conspicuously located as invaders had no other way but to
pass Taindhar. The battalion had reached there on 8 December 1947.

Naik Jadunath, the hero of Taindhar post received information
that Pakistani raiders were planning an attack. He had meagre
resources and few men at his disposal. It was early morning of
6 February 1948, Jadunath could see amidst the mist and fog that
invaders were approaching; true it was, huge in numbers and armed
with weapons. It seemed that those moments froze for Jadunath for
a fraction of second. He rose and collected all of his nine men and
commanded them to take positions. There were invaders popping up
from all sides. They were marching ahead with ferocity.

Jadunath and his men flung hand grenades at them but that
was not enough. It was like a pinch of salt in the sea of fighters and
weapons. It is recorded that at one point of time they entered the
trenches and had hand-to-hand combat.

Amidst the fury of the battle, four men of Jadunath’s force
were injured. Havildar Daya Ram, a non-commissioned officer, rose
to the occasion, putting his life at risk he started firing mortars,
but at a very close range. It could have hurt him and the Indian
soldiers. But his strategy actually saved the Indian post from a greater
destruction. Jadunath had received serious bullet injuries. He was
unable to stand and walk. Brave to the hilt, he dragged himself,
took a gun from a wounded soldier and fought till he was left
with no ammunition. This was not saying adieu. He grabbed a
sword from the invaders and fought till he was shot dead. These
are not the snapshots of his bravery alone, but of him being a
leader as well; Jadunath’s feats of bravery inspired his men to
fight till they lost their lives. We might also say that this was a
tribute of brave soldiers to their leader Jadunath who exhibited
matchless courage in fighting the invaders. Jadunath did not let
the invaders take his post till he breathed last. He was awarded the
Param Vir Chakra posthumously.
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Citation

Naik Jadunath Singh
(No.27373), 1 Rajput

At No. 2 picket on Taindhar on 6 February 1948, No. 27373 Naik
Jadunath Singh was in command of a forward section post which
bore the full brunt of the enemy attack. This little post was garrisoned
by nine men against overwhelming odds. The enemy launched
his attack in successive waves and with great ferocity to overcome
this post. The first wave swept up to the post in a ferocious attack.
Displaying great valourand superb qualities of leadership, Naik Jadunath
Singh so used the small force at his disposal that the enemy retired
in utter confusion.

Four of his men were wounded but Naik Jadunath Singh
again showed his qualities of good leadership by reorganising
the battered force under him for meeting another onslaught. His
coolness and courage were of such an order that the men rallied
and were ready for the second attack which came with greater
determination and in large numbers than the preceding one. Though
hopelessly outnumbered, this post under the gallant leadership of
Naik Jadunath Singh, resisted. All were wounded, and Naik Jadunath
Singh, though wounded in the right arm, personally took over the
bren-gun from the wounded bren-gunner. The enemy was right on
the walls of the post, but Naik Jadunath Singh once again showed
outstanding ability and valour of the highest order in action. By his
complete disregard for his personal safety and example of coolness
and courage, he encouraged his men to fight. His fire was so
devastating that what looked like impending defeat was turned into
victory and the enemy retired in chaos leaving the dead and
wounded littered on the ground. With this act of supreme heroism and
outstanding example of leadership and determination, Naik Jadunath
Singh saved the post from the second assault.

13



By this time, all men of the post were casualties. The enemy put in
his third and final attack in undiminished numbers and determination
to capture this post. Naik Jadunath Singh, now wounded, prepared
literally single-handed to give battle for the third time, and with great
courage and determination, he came out of the sangar and firing sten-
gun, made a most magnificent single-handed charge on the advancing
enemy, who completely taken by surprise, fled in disorder. Naik Jadunath
Singh, however, met his gallant death in his third and last charge by two
bullets hitting him in the head and chest. Thus, charging single-handed
at the advancing enemy, this Non-Commissioned Officer, performed
the highest act of gallantry and self-sacrifice and by so doing, he saved
his section — nay his whole picket from being overrun by the enemy
at the most critical stage in the battle for the defence of Naushera.

Gazette of India Notification
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Rama Raghoba Rane

Becoming a Soldier

Rama Raghoba Rane was born in a family belonging to Maratha
community. They later on settled in South India. He served in the
army for about 21 years and got five Mention-in-Despatches. Apart
from the India-Pakistan war of 1947-48, he was also a part of Burma
war during the World War II. It is sometimes mentioned that he
even shot down an enemy aircraft with a medium machine gun.

He was born on 26 June 1918 in the Chendiya village of
Karnataka where his primary education took place. His father was
in the police, which was a transferable job. Rane also kept moving
with his parents. Hence, his studies took place in different parts of
the country. A soldier is also a sportsman by heart and so was Rane.

He joined the army during the World War II at about 22
years of age. He was commissioned in Bombay Sappers in July
1940. He remained in 37 Field Company till 1950 and thereafter
got posted to Bombay Engineers Group Centre. He was awarded
the Param Vir Chakra for his valour during the 1947-48 war. But it
didn’t end here. He was honoured with a citation by the Chief of the
Army Staff during the Kashmir Mahaprabhu Mela. He retired on 25
June 1968. But he kept working with army till 1971. He still and will
always hold a special place in the army as well as in our hearts.
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In the Heart of a Soldier

There was much excitement in Shivaji High School,
Sadashivgarh, Karwar taluka, that day. 2" Lt Rama Raghoba
Rane was being felicitated for winning the highest gallantry
award of the country. The programme began with a chorus of
girls singing a swagat geet. Leela was one of the singers and she
gave it her best.

Asan embarrassed Rane looked on, his eyes fell upon a beautiful
girl in a sari. She was singing sweetly, with all her heart, looking
with awe at him. The moment he saw her, he felt she was the
one he wanted to spend the rest of his life with and lost no time
in expressing this desire to her family.

Leela was only 19 then. Rane was a national hero and though
there was an age difference of more than 15 years between the
two of them, her family was only too happy to accept him as
their son-in-law. On 3 February 1955, the two got married.

Source: Rachna Bisht Rawat, The Brave: Param Vir Chakra Stories

Making Way for Victory - 10 April 1948

Just beneath the Stuart tank and inside a tunnel a man was crouching.
He was trying to follow the sound and speed of the tank while
crouching inside the tunnel. He was badly injured and could barely
move himself. But still he was dragging himself forward ceaselessly.
This soldier was Rama Raghoba Rane, who was awarded the Param
Vir Chakra in his life time. Pakistani soldiers had wreaked havoc
with their loot, and killings in Rajouri. Hence, it was imperative
for Rane and his soldiers to reach Rajouri as soon as possible. They
were ordered to clear minefields and roadblocks for tanks to pass
through. Each passing second brought death and humiliation for
the innocent residents whereas, every step taken by Rane and his
soldiers was a promise of new life to the residents of Rajouri.

The journey to Rajouri was not easy. They were under attack
from every direction. Rane used the tank as cover and made his way
to Rajouri by digging a tunnel and crawling through it. Suddenly
Rane saw a round pit, which was a landmine. Up till now, these men
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signalled the moving or stopping of the tank by pulling ropes. Once
again they pulled the rope in their right hand and started digging the
landmine. They were covered with mud. Carefully they removed the
lid, defused the dynamite, and put the lid back. The rope in their left
hand was pulled signalling the tank to move ahead.

A Miraculous Journey till Rajouri

The party waded through waters as high as 10 feet. The soldiers were
exhausted and hungry in this endeavour but they had not stopped
to eat, for they did not want to lose time. They kept moving forward,
only eating shakkarpare (a sweet made of sugar and refined flour).
They had to reach their destination - Rajouri. And they did reach,
bringing new hope for the people of Rajouri.

The path was not an easy one. Two of Rane’s mates had been
killed - Ambaji More and Raghunath More. Sitaram Suthar and
Kishan Ambre were badly injured. They also succumbed to their
injuries eventually. Lance Naik M. K. Jadhav was hit by a bullet in
his spine. He was incapacitated for life. Rane’s thigh was also injured
and bleeding badly. But after bandaging it, he started moving again.
Rane and his regiment succeeded in making Pakistani soldiers to
recede.

In the morning, fighting all the adversities and making
way, they kept moving forward. They had reached Chingas by
2 o’clock in the afternoon. Rane kept working on clearing the routes
till 9 o’clock at night. The tanks could pass through them now. But
the route ahead was more arduous. When the news of massacre
reached the soldiers, they started working with even greater speed.
The big rocks near the river were blown up with dynamite. Many
times the tank had to be moved inside the river water. They
reached Rajouri in the morning on 12 April. Rajouri was devastated.
It was a miracle that the Indian army managed to save many lives.
Rane and his party had given a new life to Rajouri. All the refugees
started returning to their respective villages. Rane was awarded the
Param Vir Chakra for his bravery and his devotion to duty.

This brave soldier endured every injury on duty, cleared every
obstruction and solved every difficulty. As the destiny would have
it, later, 73-year-old Rane succumbed to bleeding during a surgery
in 1994. Even his wife’s love could not save him this time.
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Citation

Second Lieutenant
Rama Raghoba Rane
(SS-14246), Bombay Engineers

On 8 April 1948, 2/Lt Rama Raghoba Rane, Bombay Engineers, was
ordered to be in charge of the mine and roadblock clearing party on
the 26 miles road from Naushera to Rajouri, which passes through very
hilly country.

At 1100 hours, on that date near Nadpur South, just as 2/Lt Rane
with his party was waiting near the tanks to start work to clear the mines
ahead, the enemy started heavy mortaring of the area, with the result
that two men of the mine-clearing party were killed and five others
wounded including 2/Lt Rane. This officer at once reorganised his party
and started work for the tanks to go on to their position. Throughout
the day he was near the tanks under heavy enemy machine-gun and
mortar fire.

After the capture of Barwali Ridge at about 1630 hours, although
knowing that the enemy had not been completely cleared of the
areq, this officer took his party ahead and started making a diversion for
the tanks to proceed. He worked on till 2200 hours that night in full view
of the enemy and under heavy machine-gun fire.

On the 9th, he again started work at 0600 hours and worked on
till 1500 hours when the diversion was ready for the tanks to proceed.
As the armoured column advanced, he got into the leading carrier
and proceeded ahead. After advancing about half a mile, he came
across a roadblock made of pine trees. He at once dismounted and
blasted the trees away. The advance continued. Another 300 yards
and the same story was repeated. By this time, it was getting on to
1700 hours. The road was curving round the hills like a snake. The
next road block was a blasted away culvert. 2/Lt Rane again got
on with the job. Before he could start work, the enemy opened up
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with their machine-guns, but with superb courage and leadership
he made a diversion and the column proceeded ahead. The
roadblocks were becoming numerous but he blasted his way
through. It was now 1815 hours. The light was fading fast. The
carrier came across a formidable roadblock of five big pine trees
surrounded by mines and covered by machine-gun fire. He started
removing the mines and was determined to clear the roadblock but
the armoured column commander appreciating the situation got
the column into a harbour area.

On 10 April 1948 at 0445 hours, 2/Lt Rane started work on the road
block in spite of enemy machine-gun fire with the support of one
troop of tanks. 2/Lt Rane, with sheer willpower, cleared this roadblock
by 0630 hours. The next thousand yards of the road was a mass of
roadblocks and blasted embankments. That was not all. The enemy
had the whole area covered with machine-gun fire but with superhuman
efforts, in spite of being wounded, this officer with cool courage,
exemplary leadership and complete disregard for personal life, cleared
the road by 1030 hours.

The armoured column proceeded ahead and got off the road into
the river bed of Tawi but 2/Lt Rane continued clearing the road for the
admin column. The tanks reached Chingas by 1400 hours. 2/Lt Rane
appreciating that the opening of the road was most vital, continued
working without rest or food till 2100 hours that night.

On 11 April 1948, he again started work at 0600 hours and opened
the road to Chingas by 1100 hours. He worked on that night till 2200
hours, clearing the way ahead.

Gazette of India Notification
No. 5-Pres./50
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Piru Singh

Arduous Journey of a Soldier

Piru Singh was born on 20 May 1918 in Rampura Village, Churu,
Rajasthan. They were seven brothers and sisters. As a child, he loved
hunting, playing in the forest, working in the fields. Piru Singh was a
born soldier. He disliked all bondages in his childhood. He disliked
going to school. He left the threshold of school one day and never
went back as if he had chosen his destiny, a path which was full
of hardships.

He got enrolled in the army on 20 May 1936, at the age of 18.
His training took place in Punjab and he was posted at Jhelum
for training before being transferred to 5/1 Punjab. It was amazing
that the boy who had no interest in studies, kept clearing all army
examinations one after the other. He just took a year to become Naik
from the rank of Lance Naik. He became a Havildar in 1945.

He also went to Japan to work with the Commonwealth
occupational forces after the Second World War. The country was
divided into two parts when he came back. He was sent to Rajputana
Rifles thereafter.

When Pakistan attacked Kashmir along with Pathan tribesmen,
Piru was sent to stop them. Here, he showed exemplary bravery
and courage for which he was awarded the Param Vir Chakra. He
became martyr at the age of 30, became an icon of bravery at a young
age and he is still with us.

Darapari - 18 July 1948

Company Havildar Major (CHM) Piru Singh could neither look
up nor look down at that moment. The sky was deep blue and the
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nature was bathed in bright moonlight. But a soldier had no time to
admire all this. They were surrounded by fear, awake and waiting
in their trench. The path outside the trench was rough and stony
and one could hardly walk. A single wrong move could prove to be
fatal. These were Delta Company soldiers of 6 Rajputana Rifles, who
were slowly moving towards Darapari, located in Tithwal sector of
Kashmir at an altitude of 11,481 feet. They had information that the
infiltrators were hiding somewhere near. They were tired but their
morale was high. They looked at each other silently, a meaningful
silence denoting inspiration, and also filled with nostalgia-reviving
old memories, which lessened their fatigue. They remembered that a
region of Kashmir was to be set free from Pakistani infiltrators. The
soldiers were airlifted to Srinagar. That was the first air travel for most
of the soldiers.

In that lethal war of April 1948, Pakistan had to face great loss.
The Indian soldiers had captured a Pakistani post. The credit for this
victory was given to Dhonkal Singh. Piru Singh remembered that how
Dhonkal Singh had fought like a tiger in spite of an injured shoulder.

While Piru Singh remembered everything, he was not aware that
the whole thing would repeat itself one day with him. He moved
forward remembering his mate with a lot of respect. He was at an
altitude of 10,264 feet at Nastachun Pass. They were at Kafir ridge
point which was captured by Pakistani soldiers, and they were
supposed to reach at Baniwala Dana ridge in 24 hours. There was
a small river between Kafir Khan ridge and Baniwala Dana ridge.
A team of engineers started building a bridge on the river at night.
But they did not succeed which forced Piru Singh and his mates to
create a passage through the river with wooden logs. They reached
the area on 12 July 1948 and captured the opponent’s location in
the morning. Thereafter, they moved towards another location. The
location of Darapari had to be captured under any circumstances.
On 18 July, the battalion attacked the sharp ridge of Darapari.

When they reached there, Piru Singh and his mates were not
aware that the Pakistani soldiers had built five bunkers from where
they could monitor the movements of Indian soldiers. When the
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Indian soldiers moved forward, they were volleyed with grenades
which caught them by surprise. It was a cold winter night and
the path was narrow. India lost fifty-one soldiers. It was difficult
to understand the situation or be sure of the next move. This was
when Piru Singh exhibited exceptional courage. The opponent
thought that their victory was certain. But Piru Singh wisely kept
moving with the forward most Section of the Company dodging
the bullets fired at him. The cries of his mates filled him with
determination and forced him to move faster as if he was alive to
avenge his mates. The opponent was not ready for this. Piru Singh
bayonetted a Pakistani soldier’s operating machine gun. Suddenly,
the opponent’s machine gun and his breathing — both were calm.

Suddenly, Piru Singh realised that he was all alone. All his mates
were either killed or wounded. But he kept on shouting, calling for
life. He went to another bunker and was attacked with a grenade.
But a grenade thrown at him badly wounded his face and he was in
a state of semi-consciousness.

With spectacular will power, he hurled grenades at opponent’s
bunker. Suddenly, the Pakistani bunker became very quiet. There was a
big explosion. Now Piru Singh began to become aware of his wounds.
He was becoming unconscious. And thus, the dauntless warrior took
his last breath.

Piru Singh was awarded the Param Vir Chakra posthumously.
His unit, 6 Rajputana Rifles, commemorates the ‘Battle Honour of
Darapari’ every year in remembrance of this brave soldier.

Honouring the War Hero -
Pandit Nehru’s letter to Piru Singh’s mother

Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, in his letter to Piru Singh’s
mother (Tarawati Kanwar) wrote “He paid with his life for
his singularly brave act, but he left for the rest of his
comrades a unique example of single-handed bravery and
determined cold courage. The country is grateful for this
sacrifice made in the service of the Motherland, and it is our
prayer that this may give you some peace and solace”

Source: Rachna Bisht Rawat, The Brave: Param Vir Chakra Stories
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Citation

Company Havildar Major Piru Singh
(No. 2831592)
6 Rajputana Rifles

South of Tithwal, D Company, of which No. 2831592 Piru Singh
was Havildar Major, was detailed to attack and capture an enemy
occupied hill feature. The enemy had well dug in positions and had
sited his MMGs so as to cover all possible approaches. As the attack
advanced, it was met by heavy MMG fire from both flanks. Volleys
of grenades were hurled down from enemy bunkers. CHM Piru Singh
was then with the forward most Section of the Company.

Seeing more than half of the Section killed or wounded, he did
not lose courage. With battle cries, he encouraged the remaining men
and rushed forward with great determination onto the nearest
enemy MMG position. Grenade splinters ripping his clothes and
wounding him at several places, he continued to advance without
the least regard to his safety. He was on top of the MMG position
wounding the gun crew with sten gun fire. With complete disregard
to his bleeding wounds, he made a mad jump on the MMG crew
bayoneting them to death, thus silencing the gun.

By then he suddenly realised that he was the sole survivor of the
Section, the rest of them either dead or wounded. Another grenade
thrown at him wounded him in the face. With blood dripping from
his face wounds into his eyes, he crawled out of the trench, hurling
grenades at the next enemy position.

With a loud battle cry, he jumped on the occupants of the next
trench, bayoneting two to death. This action was witnessed by the
C Company Commander, who was directing fire in support of the
attacking Company.
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As Havildar Major Piru Singh emerged out of the 2nd trench to
charge on the 3rd enemy bunker, he was hit in the head by a bullet
and was seen dropping on the edge of the enemy trench. There was
an explosion in the trench, which showed that his grenade had done
its work. By then CHM Piru Singh’s wounds had proved fatal.

He had paid with his life for his singularly brave act, but he had left
for the rest of his comrades a unique example of single-handed
bravery and determined cold courage.

Gazette of India Notification
No. 8-Pres./52
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Karam Singh

Journey of a Soldier

‘Dushman nedhe si. Assi tinn see, tey chautha tu — hun ki kariye? (“The
enemy is near, we are three, you are the fourth, now what should we
do?’). When a soldier said this to Karam Singh, his trousers were soaked
in blood. He and his companions had countered the first Pakistani
attack. But there was another attack again, and only four of them were
left. Their ammunition was also not enough. It was not possible to get
the ammunition immediately. The enemy was much larger in number.
They saw the Pakistani soldiers advancing towards their outpost. Their
fellow soldiers were shot. The same bullets were also splintering the
rocks and the pieces of those rocks were wounding the soldiers. But
the bullets could not break the morale of the soldiers, who were as
strong as an immovable rock. Karam Singh took out a hand grenade
and shouting Jo bole so nihaal, Sat Sri Akaal’, threw it in the air.

The Pakistani soldiers lost control due to the explosion. Jado
assi ithe jaan de dange tan saadi keemat wadh javegi’ (if we give our
lives here then our value will increase). Karam Singh said this in a
loud and thundering voice which was full of confidence and lifted
the morale of the soldiers.

The grenade was like a ball for sportsman Karam Singh that he
had tossed in the opponent’s court. He clean bowled the opponent
with yet another explosion and kept moving forward and pushing
the opponent backwards.

There were many attacks from the Pakistani soldiers to recapture
the post. In spite of his grave injuries, not only did Karam Singh keep
his courage but also kept boosting the will power of his fellow soldiers.
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That day Pakistan attacked for the fifth time at about 1 o’clock in the
afternoon, this was when Karam Singh created history.

This is the story of soldier Karam Singh who was born on
15 September 1915. It was during this time the whole world was
experiencing the aftermath of the First World War. His father, Sardar
Uttam Singh, was a farmer from Sahna village. Young Karam Singh
loved playing and working in the fields. He was not much interested
in studies at school but sports was his forte. He always stood first in
sports competitions in high jump and pole vault. He got married to
Gurdial Kaur in the early 1950s and was blessed with two children -
a boy and a girl. He joined the Indian Army on 15 September 1941.
His sportsmanship and qualities of being conscientious and being
hard-working took him to the rank of Honorary Captain.

Upright and conscientious warrior for justice

“In the early 60s, Karam Singh was in the Sikh Regimental
Centre at Meerut. He was asked to buy sugar for the soldiers
from a local mill and was doing that when someone brought
to his notice that the sacks of sugar were being soaked in
water to increase their weight. A furious Karam told the mill
that he would not accept any wet sacks. The mill owner, who
was a corrupt but well-connected man, had an argument
with Karam. When Karam stuck to his stand the mill owner
pushed him physically and threatened him saying he had
connections in Delhi.

The hot-headed Karam had reached the end of his patience.
He beat up the mill owner. The case was reported and since
the mill owner had connections in high places, Karam was
dismissed from service as punishment for manhandling a
civilian.

Notoneto takeinjusticelyingdown, Karam went to Delhiwith
his war medals and sought an interview with the President.
It was granted. When he explained to the President what had
transpired, he was immediately reinstated in service.”

Source: Rachna Bisht Rawat, The Brave: Param Vir Chakra Stories
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Spectacular Victory — 13 October 1948

On 13 October 1948, at about 6 in the morning, the enemy was
marching towards 1 Sikh regiment with the motive of capturingit. Till
now, Karam Singh and all his fellow soldiers had made unsuccessful
attacks and had realised that it was difficult to face enemy standing
for long as they were all badly wounded. They decided to join the
main company. They carried with them their two severely wounded
soldiers in spite of the heavy shelling of guns and mortar.

At about 10 in the morning, there was another attack. This time
the attack was on the main company. Again, even though injured,
Karam Singh kept fighting even after the bunkers were destroyed.
He kept moving from one bunker to another, boosting the willpower
of his fellow soldiers. They were all badly injured.

At about 6 in the morning, and under fierce attack, none of
them had time to think about their own wounds. Even then, Karam
Singh was only concerned about his fellow soldiers. During the
attack, the Pakistani soldiers had come so close to the bunker that
it had become difficult to counter-attack and to save the fellow
soldiers at the same time. And so Karam Singh fitted a bayonet on
his gun and jumped out of the bunker. Karam Singh kept attacking
and moving forward. The enemy was shocked by such bravery and
sudden defence. They had lost courage and gave up by the evening.
They slowly started receding. By then Karam Singh’s company had
rebuffed 8 attacks, which 1 Sikh had successfully countered. They
had endured heavy losses, but their spirit was intact. Maj Gen
K.S. Thimayya later called it a unique spectacular victory. It was
called a unique victory because every new step, every effort was
directed to win the war. For this unique devotion to duty and bravery,
Karam Singh was awarded the Param Vir Chakra. He was awarded
one more gallantry award earlier for his courage and bravery, while
fighting for the British army in Burma.

When India became independent on 15 August 1947, Karam
Singh was one of the five soldiers selected to hoist the flag with the
first Prime Minister of India, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. He died as
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an Honorary Captain in 1993. But Karam Singh’s feats of courage,
bravery, camaraderie and his stand for justice will always remain
alive in the hearts of the people of our country.

Lance Naik Karam Singh with Gen K. M. Cariappa, the First Indian
Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army

28



Citation

Lance Naik Karam Singh
(No. 22365), 1 Sikh

Tithwal in Jammu and Kashmir was captured on 23 May 1948. After
that date, the enemy made numerous attempts to recapture Richmar
Gali, and thence Tithwal. On 13 October 1948, coinciding with Id, the
enemy decided to launch a brigade attack to retake Richmar Gali,
and bypassing Tithwal, advance into the Srinagar Valley. Lance Naik
Karam Singh was commanding a section at Richmar Gali.

The enemy commenced its attack with heavy shelling of guns
and mortars. The fire was so accurate that not a single bunker in the
platoon locality was left unscathed.

Communication trenches caved in. Bravely, Lance Naik Karam
Singh went from bunker to bunker, giving succour to the wounded and
urging the men to fight.

The enemy launched eight separate attacks that day. In one
such attack, the enemy managed to obtain a foothold in the platoon
locality. Immediately, Lance Naik Karam Singh, who was severely
wounded by then, with a few men, hurled himself in a counter-attack
and evicted the enemy after a close quarter encounter which accounted
for many enemy dead, having been despatched by the bayonet.

Lance Naik Karam Singh proved himself to be a dauntless leader
of men in crisis. Nothing could subdue him and no amount of fire or
hardship could break his spirit.

His gallant actions on that day inspired his colleagues to face
the massive onslaught unflinchingly. It was his fiercely proud spirit
which was largely responsible for the gallant stand at Tithwal that day.

Gazette of India Notification
No. 2 - Pres./50
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A Saga of Heroism...

Congo Operation

1961
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UN Peacekeeping Operation in Congo

Congo, which was earlier called Zaire, is now called the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DR Congo). Just as India was a colony of
Britain, Belgian Congo (in central Africa) was a colony of Belgium. It
won Independence on 30 June 1960. However, soon after the Belgians
withdrew, the country was engulfed by political instability marked
by civil war and corruption. The unity and integrity of the newborn
nation were threatened by mutiny in army and violent secessionist
movements, especially in its mineral-rich province of Katanga. Congo
appealed for urgent military assistance from the United Nations (UN).

The United Nations Operation in Congo (Opération des Nations
Unies au Congo, or ONUC) lasted from July 1960 to June 1964. The
objectives of the ONUC included ensuring the withdrawal of Belgian
forces; maintaining law and order; preserving the territorial integrity and
political independence of Congo; preventing civil war; and removing
all foreign military personnel not under the UN Command, and all
mercenaries. Elizabethville (now Lubumbashi), in Katanga, became the
Headquarters of the UN Command (see map). This is located in the
conflict-ridden south-eastern part of the country.

In November 1961, the UN Security Council adopted a resolution
to stop the violent activities of the Katangese rebels against the Central
Government of Congo and the UN personnel. The UN decision incensed
Moise Tshombe, Katanga’s secessionist leader, and he retaliated by
intensifying his ‘hate the UN” campaign.

India joins the UN Operation

This happened during the Cold War era. The anti-colonial struggles
were also taking place in different regions of the world. It is in these
trying circumstances that Indian troops were inducted into the
UN Operation. India has been a staunch supporter of the UN, right
from its birth and has been regularly contributing troops to the UN
peacekeeping operations all over the world. For the UN Operation
in Congo, India deputed a brigade of around 3,000 men. Let us now
read about a courageous son of India who sacrificed his life during this
operation.
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Gurbachan Singh Salaria

Born on 29 November 1935, in village Jamwal near Shakargarh (now
in Pakistan), Gurbachan lived through the crisis of India-Pakistan
partition which changed the map of the land and the destinies of the
people. His parents were Munshi Ram and Dhan Devi. His family
moved to India and settled in village Jangal, near Dinanagar, District
Gurdaspur, Punjab. His father served in the armed forces. Hence,
the courage and sense of duty towards the nation filled his being and
he grew up with dreams of serving his nation one day in the army.

He joined the King George Royal Indian Military College (now
Rashtriya Military School), Bengaluru in 1946. Later he moved to
the King George Royal Indian Military College, Jalandhar (now
Rashtriya Military School, Chail, Himachal Pradesh). By dint of
hard work, he gained entry into the National Defence Academy
(NDA). But he had to appeal for financial assistance to continue his
education (see letter). He later joined the Indian Military Academy
(IMA) and was commissioned into the 1 Gorkha Rifles in 1957.

Capt Gurbachan Singh Salaria, an epitome of courage, was
part of the Indian contingent for the UN Operation in Congo.
His battalion, 3/1 Gorkha Rifles, was deployed in Elizabethville to
safeguard the UN Headquarters and its personnel. On 5 December
1961, Capt Salaria with his small force of 16 Gorkhas embarked on
a risky mission. They were on the way to remove roadblocks set
up by rebels near the airfield. But soon they faced stiff resistance
from a large number of rebels armed with automatic weapons and
armoured carriers. Despite a clear and present danger to his life, he
decided to go ahead with this task.
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Congo Operation, 1961

Leading his men with the Gorkha war cry, Jai Mahakali, Ayo
Gorkhali! (Victory to Mahakali, the Gorkhas are here!) Capt Salaria
launched a deadly assault on the enemies. The motto of the Gorkha
Rifles is: ‘Kafar hunu bhanda marnu ramro’ (It is better to die than
to be a coward). His moves on the battlefield were fully guided by
this motto. He attacked the enemies ferociously and eliminated
many of them rapidly in a close combat. The enemy force soon got
disintegrated owing to a sustained assault launched by him and his
men. In spite of severe wounds, he fought valiantly until the very end.

Capt Salaria sacrificed his life for a noble purpose, for people of
the world. He fought against violent secessionists and helped save
the UN headquarters in Congo. He attained martyrdom at the age
of 26 in a faraway land for protecting India’s honour at the UN. For
his supreme sacrifice in the line of duty, he was awarded the Param
Vir Chakra posthumously. He became the first and the only one to
be awarded the PVC while serving in a UN peacekeeping operation.

——— Y, x

Paying homage to the portrait of Capt G. S. Salaria during the disembarkation of
3/1 Gorkha Rifles from the USS General R. M. Blatchford on their return from
Congo, Bombay, April 1962
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Two Indian brigades participated in this UN operation between
1960 and 1964. Thirty-six Indian personnel laid down their lives
and 124 personnel were wounded. Sadly, various armed conflicts
still rage in the DR Congo more than five decades since that fateful
day in 1961! Was it a lost cause then? Not necessarily. The legacy of
Capt Salaria continues to inspire all those who devote their lives to
peacekeeping operations around the world.

Capt Gurbachan Singh Salaria’s selfless service reflects the motto
of the Rashtriya Military Schools, that is, Sheelam param bhushanam
(Character is the highest virtue). The Salaria Square in the NDA is
an everlasting tribute to his valour. A stadium along with a park
was set up by the 14 Gurkha Training Centre at Subathu, Himachal
Pradesh, as a tribute to Capt Salaria. The Army Postal Service issued
a Special Cover on 5 December 1992 to honour him.

Bust of Capt Salarza at RMS Bengaluru Bust of Capt Salaria at RMS, Chazl

CAPTG$$&MRI&WG{29ND‘JMDECG1]
ware o TH weE, R W (2 T as-os fenen) 05 DECEMBER 1992

ISSUED BY THE ARMY POSTAL SERVIGE
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Captain Gurbachan Singh Salaria
(1C-8497), 3/1 Gorkha Rifles

On 5 December 1961, 3/1 Gorkha Rifles was ordered to clear up a
roadblock established by the gendarmerie at a strategic roundabout
at Elizabethville, Katanga. The plan was that one company with
two Swedish armoured cars would attack the position frontally and
Captain Gurbachan Singh Salaria with two sections of Gorkhas and
two Swedish armoured personnel carriers would advance towards this
roadblock from the airfield to act as a cutting-off force.

Captain Salaria with his small force arrived at a distance of 1500 yards
from the roadblock at approximately 1312 hours on 5 December
1961 and came under heavy automatic and small arms fire from an
undetected enemy position dug in on his right flank. The enemy also
had two armoured cars and about 90 men opposing Captain Salaria’s
small force.

Captain Salaria appreciating that he had run into a subsidiary
roadblock and ambush and that this enemy force might reinforce
the strategic roundabout and thus jeopardise the main operation,
decided to remove this opposition. He led a charge with bayonets,
khukris, and grenades supported by a rocket launcher. In this gallant
engagement, Captain Salaria killed 40 of the enemy and knocked
out the two armoured cars. This unexpected bold action completely
demoralised the enemy who fled despite their numerical superiority
and protected positions.

Captain Salaria was wounded by a burst of automatic
fire in his neck but continued to fight till he collapsed due to profuse
bleeding. Captain Salaria’s gallant action prevented any movement of
the enemy force towards the main battle scene and thus contributed very
largely to the success of the main battalion’s action at the roundabout
and prevented the encirclement of UN Headquarters in Elizabethville.
Captain Salaria subsequently died of his wounds.

37



Captain Salaria's personal example, utter disregard for personal
safety, and dauntless leadership inspired his small but gallant force
of 16 Gorkhas to hold on to their position, dominate the enemy and
inflict heavy casualties despite the enemy’s superiority in numbers
and tactical position.

Captain Salaria’s leadership, courage, unflinching devotion to duty
and disregard for personal safety were in the best traditions of our Army.

Gazette of India Notification
No. 8-Pres./62

Salaria Square, National Defence Academy
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A Saga of Heroism...

India-China War
1962

An Indian sentry stands guard at a mountain pass in 1962
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sk

Indian troops on the outskirts of Chushul during the 1962 War

The war between India and China had been resting in bygones. The
causes of conflict might appear to us today as trivial in terms of the
fact that both the countries hold high opinion about peaceful ways of
resolving issues, still the war was fought and left an indelible print in
the history of the world. One of the causes of the war was Aksai Chin,
which China started claiming as part of Xinjiang in their territory.
The tension with China was further compounded when due to Tibet’s
internal turmoil Dalai Lama was given asylum in India. The war with
China erupted unexpectedly for India; there was least preparedness
on the part of India. But what stood out spectacularly was undaunted
courage and commitment to duty as displayed by the brave and
dedicated Indian Army. Let us read about the heroic deeds of the Param
Vir Chakra Awardees — Dhan Singh Thapa, Joginder Singh and Shaitan
Singh. And also reflect on the need of propagating the message of peace
more effectively.
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Dhan Singh Thapa

Dhan Singh Thapa was born on 10 April 1928 at Shimla in Himachal
Pradesh. He was commissioned into 1/8 Gorkha Rifles on 28 August
1949. He was a brave soldier who displayed undaunted courage and
wisdom during the Chinese attack in 1962. He was posted at Sirijap
Post 1 in Ladakh region with meagre resources and a few soldiers.
The terrain was rough and nature too was harsh at the time of battle.
But nothing stopped him to fight fiercely with the Chinese soldiers.

Dhan Singh Thapa is also remembered for his humane qualities.
He was an unassuming, humble and a religious person. He played
football with passion. He displayed true team spirit both at playing
field and battlefield.

Dhan Singh Thapa was awarded the Param Vir Chakra for his
conspicuous fighting qualities while in command at a forward post
in Ladakh.

He even had to fight hand-to-hand in the course of fighting. He
was badly injured and while trying to douse the fire he was caught
in, he was taken by the Chinese soldiers as a prisoner of war along
with a few others.

Battle at Sirijap 1, Ladakh Region

In 1962, Sirijap 1 was established as an army post to safeguard the
Indian border from the Chinese. China had been strengthening
their posts in Ladakh. There were only 28 soldiers posted at Sirijap 1.
The soldiers were split in many posts at Ladakh. The fierce battle
took place in the Chushul sector of Ladakh at Sirijap 1 post.
The post lies on the northern side of the Pangong Tso. Soldiers



Veer Gaatha

of Delta Company, 1/8 Gorkha Rifles, were vigilant and ready to
counter-attack at any moment while performing their patrolling
duties.

The Chinese planned their battles shrewdly with strategies of
shocking the enemy, attacking them when they areleast prepared. The
night at Sirijap post was terribly stormy. The fight did not ensue the
night when soldiers were awake and ready for it, perhaps it proved
to be a blessing in disguise for those who were not on duty because
they could take some rest for another unpredictable day. It was the
lull before the storm.

It was 19 October when Maj Thapa found that there was lot
of activity at the Chinese camp. Probably they were planning to
attack Sirijap post. It was time to prepare for the war, to defend
themselves, true to their tradition of not initiating the war.
Maj Thapa and the soldiers, handful in number, waited anxiously
throughout the night ready to fight back and defend themselves
ifthe occasion arises. Those might have been the moments, which had
made them realise the unpredictable flow of time, and along with it
reminded them of the sanctity of the promises they made to
their motherland.

As early as 6 a.m. on 20 October, there was an attack of mortars
and bomb explosions. There were cries of pain. There was utter
devastation at Sirijap 1 camp. Soldiers were killed and wounded,
worst came when the radio network was disrupted. Signal Officer
Maj Ved Vyas, fondly recollected the last message he received
from Maj Thapa who adamantly conveyed that he would neither
withdraw nor surrender. It was the moment that immortalised
him a war hero. Maj Thapa painfully watched his soldiers dying,
wounded, and not in position to fight but he kept them inspired
to fight back. Maj Thapa and his soldiers were quick enough to
prepare for their defence. The terrain was rocky and difficult to
dig, so they decided to pile up sand bags to erect bunkers for taking
positions. Maj Thapa kept boosting their morale by telling them that
though they are few in numbers but one Gorkha is equivalent to
ten soldiers when it comes to fighting.
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India-China War, 1962

Here the soldiers marched fearless. The freezing temperature and
biting cold outside the trenches did not deter them from retaliating
against their opponents.

Subedar Min Bahadur Gurung, the Company Second-in-
Command was injured, but he rose from debris where he was buried
after the bomb explosion, fought bravely with his light machine gun
(LMG). Maj Thapa saw another soldier who was badly wounded who
ran into the tent leaving behind his rifle. Maj Thapa picked up his
gun, rushed inside, patted him on the head and said, what is called to
be a soldier to soldier talk: ‘Kafar hunu bhanda marnu ramro’ (It is
better to die than to be a coward). These are not mere words uttered
but resonated the highest ideals of bravery in battle. The wounded
soldier took his rifle and marched forward to fight.

It was the time to act bravely, thoughtfully; resources were
few, soldiers were even less in numbers. Maj Thapa picked up a
rifle lying by the side of a dead soldier and rushed into the trench
to take command of the fight. He positioned himself in front of
the advancing enemy who were in overwhelming numbers.

The shelling went on for a long time and Sirijap turned into an
inferno. Chinese soldiers took advantage of the smoke that erupted
all around and moved closer to Sirijap post. Gorkha soldiers braved
the attacks. Their weapons could not withstand the attacks of
sophisticated Chinese ammunition.

What is important in the war is not the show of machinery but
the show of courage, grit, devotion to the cause, love for motherland
and determination to fight till the end. Battle for Sirijap 1 in
Ladakh is an example of extraordinary valour shown by Maj Dhan
Singh Thapa. There were many brave soldiers who were deeply
inspired by Maj Thapa, their Company Commander. They were
running short of bullets so they picked up the rifles of dead
fellow soldiers and retaliated. Chinese soldiers started using
incendiary bombs to smoke out soldiers from trenches. Suddenly,
there was a war cry, Jai Mahakali, Ayo Gorkhali. Gorkha soldiers
attacked Chinese soldiers fiercely with khukris, their traditional
knives. Maj Thapa was one of the last few who were left.
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Victory is the only sought after end of the battle, defeat is
humiliation but in war, there is not only victory and defeat, it is
the courage, bravery, dedication of the soldiers that stand above
the final outcomes. These ideals are synonyms of soldiers fighting
for their country.

Maj Thapa was taken as captive by the Chinese soldiers. Nobody
in his battalion knew about this. He was believed to have been killed
in war. He was awarded the Param Vir Chakra ‘posthumously’.
However, it was found soon after that Maj Thapa along with the
survivors of Sirijap post were taken away by the Chinese, first to
Khurnak Fort, later on to Sinkiang as Prisoners of War (PoWs). Maj
Thapa was in Chinese captivity till May 1963. He was subjected to
torture. Chinese officers tried to erase from Maj Thapa’s memory
the picture of his motherland by instigating rumours against Indian
Government who they said was not interested in his release. But every
dark cloud has a silver lining. Maj Thapa befriended a boy who used
to bring food for him in the prison. He told him about his family in
India and about his wife who was expecting a baby when he had left
for war. One day he, with the h<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>