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Interest in intelligence and instruction 
Experiences at UGA 
Test development 
Need for science to support practice 
Psychometrics 
Evidence based interpretation 
My personal perspective on being a 

researcher and test developer 
Why this work? 

 

My Background 
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My Approach 

I began my work in gifted in 1985 with 
the publication of the first edition of the 
Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test (NNAT) 

Then, by doing research on special groups 
• Does the NNAT work for minorities? 
• Does the NNAT work for ELL students? 
• Does the NNAT work for males and females? 

Slides by Jack A. Naglieri, Ph.D.  jnaglieri@gmail.com 3 

Does the NNAT work for minorities? 
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Does the NNAT work for minorities? 

Samples of White and Minority groups 
selected from total group of 89,600 
matched on: 
• Gender  
• Region 
• SES 
• Urbanicity 
• Ethnicity 
• Public/private school setting 
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Does the NNAT work for minorities? 

  N Mean Diff 
White 2,306 99.3 
Black 2,306 95.1 4.2 
 
White 1,176 101.4  
Hispanic 1,176 98.6 2.8 
 
White 466 103.6 
Asian 446 103.9 0.3
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Does the NNAT work for minorities? 

 Jack A. 
Naglieri & 
Donna Ford 
(2003). 

 Increasing 
Identification 
of Gifted 
Minority 
Children 
Using the 
Naglieri 
Nonverbal 
Ability Test 
(NNAT). 

 Gifted Child 
Quarterly. 
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Does the NNAT work for minorities? 

Sample:  
• 19,210 children (fall 1995 NNAT sample) 
• Grades K to 12  
• Representative of US according to: 
 geographic region, socioeconomic status, 

ethnicity, school setting (public or private) 

• We examined identification rates for groups 
of White (n = 14, 316) , Black (n = 2,880), 
and Hispanic (n = 2, 014) students 5 – 18 
years of age 
 

 

8 

Does the NNAT work for minorities? 
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95th %tile 

Does the NNAT work for ELL students? 
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Naglieri, Booth, 
& Winsler 
(2004). 
Comparison of 
Hispanic 
Children with 
and without 
Limited English 
Proficiency on 
the NNAT. 
Psychological 
Assessment. 
 

Does the NNAT work for ELL students? 

 148 Hispanic children with limited English language 
proficiency 
• 98 % from West and South 
• 53 % males 
• 82% Low and Low Middle SES 
• 41% Urban settings 

148 Hispanic children without limited 
English language proficiency 
• 98 % from West and South 
• 53 % males 
• 82% Low and Low Middle SES 
• 41% Urban settings 
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Does the NNAT work for ELL students? 
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Does the NNAT work for ELL students? 

Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test – Individual  
 Manual (2003) 
 English Language Learners (ELL) 

• N = 187 
• ELL criteria 

 Native language was not English 
 they spoke a language other than English at home 
 The examinee’s parents had resided in the United States less than 6 

years 

 Two groups of ELL students 
• native language was not English or Spanish 
• native language was Spanish 
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Does the NNAT work for ELL students? 
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Does the NNAT work for males & females? 
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Does the NNAT work for males & females? 
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Reaction from the Gifted Field 

Many school districts around the country 
use NNAT for universal screening of gifted 
students, especially in locations where 
there is diversity 

But opposition emerged 
 

Slides by Jack A. Naglieri, Ph.D.  17 

An Unexpected Objection to NNAT 
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Gifted Child Quarterly, 2005, V 49 
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Our Reply 
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Gifted Child Quarterly, 2005, V 49 

The Essence of the Disagreement 

Is gifted high ability regardless of 
academic skill level? 

Or is gifted better described as 
“academically gifted” or what Naglieri, 
Brulles & Lansdowne (2011) term 
“talented” 
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Arguments continue…  
but now they are a moot point 

Court Decision about 
Testing ELL Students for 
Gifted Programs 
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Illinois School District U-46 
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Illinois School District U-46 
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Main question:  
• Does the District’s gifted program unlawfully 

discriminate against Minority Students? 
• Answer: Yes 

Illinois School District U-46 
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Plaintiffs argued that the testing was 
faulty… 
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Illinois School District U-46 (pg. 22) 
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Illinois School District U-46 (pg. 23) 
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Court decision: A segregated program for 
gifted Hispanic students was not necessary 

Illinois School District U-46 (pg. 24) 

27 

Illinois School District U-46 (pg. 24) 
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Illinois School District U-46 (pg. 25) 
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Illinois School District U-46 (pg. 25) 
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Illinois School District U-46 
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Illinois School District U-46 (pg. 27) 
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Illinois School District U-46 (pg. 27) 
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Illinois School District U-46 
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Conclusions 

Dr. Martin Luther King 
Make a career of humanity… 
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Thank you ! 

jnaglieri@gmail.com 
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