
COMMUNITIES F1RST FORUMS 

   Organizations Represented:  Teachers’ Association of Anne Arundel County; Pumpfrey   

      Improvement Assoc, Harper Valley Community Assoc, Cedar/Morris Hill Improvement Assoc 

Elected Officials / Candidates Present:  Hon. Alison Asti, Ned Carey, Candy Fontz, Harry Freeman, Scott 

Harmon, Karen Simpson, James Williams  

Brooklyn Park

Brooklyn Park

Brooklyn Park   

Date:        August 21, 2018   

Location:   Roland Terrace Democratic Club 

 

EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT PUBLIC  SAFETY DEVELOPMENT TRANSPORTATION 

attendees shared concerns and ideas citizens attended of 17 Community Forums  

Traffic along   
 Ritchie Highway 

Need for public 
transportation 

Limited # Health 

Dept. Inspectors 

Safety on streets 

Lack of sidewalks 

Lead in water at 

schools 

Other Topics of Concern: 

 Decline in civic participation 

 Displacing non-profits that serve the 
community 

 Baltimore City encroaching on the area 

 Limited living options for seniors 

 

 

 Lights 
have been 
replaced, 
but the 

alley is a 
mosquito 
breeding 
ground. 

Covington could 
affect Brooklyn 
Park more than 
anything else 
going on here. 

Session Summary:  Participants in Brooklyn Park were concerned most about ongoing development, the cost of living in Anne 

Arundel County, and the challenges of providing a quality education to the county’s youth. Nearly 20% of attendees were 

teachers who expressed concerns about overcrowding, ability to afford a home, and the challenges of attracting teachers. 

Another significant issue was the impact of commercial development on the neighborhood. Residents felt that property owners, 

who do not live in the area, are not keeping properties in good condition and that limited code enforcement exacerbates the 

problem. The image of the neighborhood impacts the environment, the ability to attract new residents, and public safety. 

Although traffic is congested, transportation and first responders were not identified as a key issue compared to other areas. 

Residents brought forth ideas such as revitalizing neighborhoods, uniting the county’s improvement associations, and working 

with the non-profit organizations to keep their services available to residents. The county is urged to identify more grant 

opportunities to provide housing assistance to teachers and other service workers, increasing impact fees of developers, 

building sidewalks, and better monitoring the condition of the neighborhood as well as the processes at the landfill. 

School 
Overcrowding 

Projected 100% 
capacity with no 
long term plan for 
elementary schools 

Teacher 
Recruitment and 
Retention  

 One day trash 
pick up  

Limited mowing = 
increased rats and 
mosquitos  

General upkeep of 
area 

New development 

Renters (owners   
  live elsewhere) 

Affordable housing 
& grant programs 

Code violations; lack  
of enforcement  

Transparency 

Cost of Belle Grove 
Landfill 

Covington Project There’s a belief that 
nobody cares up here, 

but they do! 

Communities First Forums are being held in 17 different locations throughout Anne Arundel County.  

The county’s next 20-year General Development Plan is due to be completed in 2019.  When elected as 

your next County Executive, Steuart Pittman will ensure that communities have a say in their future and 

in the 2019 plan.  To send additional comments, contact us at  info@pittmanforpeople.com.  

By Authority of Friends of Steuart Pittman, Virginia Clagett Treasurer 


