
COMMUNITIES F1RST FORUMS 
Date:        October 8, 2018   

Location:   Jessup Community Hall 

  Organizations Represented:  Jessup Improvement Association (8 members), Citizen Advisory 

Committee for AACo Public Schools  

Elected Officials / Candidates Present:  Pam Beidle, Mike Rogers, Denise Jones for Sarah Lacey 

Jessup
Jessup
Jessup   

 

EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT PUBLIC  SAFETY DEVELOPMENT TRANSPORTATION 

attendees shared concerns and ideas citizens attended of 17 Community Forums  

Limited times for 
MARC train 

Standstill traffic on 
Rt 175 AM and PM 

Lack of  public 
transportation  
options 

Semi trucks on 
Montevideo Road 

Slow replacement 
of guard rails 

Fire Dept short-

staffed 

Volunteer vs. Prof 

Fire Fighters 

Rarely see police  

Speed limits and 

lack of sidewalks 

Ambulance to Casino 

(impact on taxpayers   

       & availability) 

Other Topics of Concern: 

 Inspection backlog & low code enforcement 

 Lack of senior or youth centers 

 Lack of parks (or access to) 

 Inadequate libraries 

 Government processes not supportive of 
small area plans; waste of time 

 

 You can’t see 
around turns 

because of 
brush and there 

are no side-
walks. I’ve had 
5 cars in my 
front yard. 

If processes in 
government don’t 

change, 
community 

input is a waste 
of time. 

Session Summary:  Residents of Jessup were overwhelmingly concerned with the effects of over-development on their  

area, including traffic, flooding and erosion, school overcrowding, public safety, and inadequate amenities. They expressed 

displeasure with how county government has responded to community concerns as well as the lack of impact studies prior to 

development. They cited multiple locations with significant traffic and flooding issues, and shared a video presentation 

demonstrating the pace of growth in the area.  

Participants offered several solutions. They recognized the need to invest in qualified people and technology to improve 

government function and lessen the impacts of development. Adding “no truck” signs and enforcing speed limits could be easy 

steps toward improving public safety. One suggestion to alleviate traffic was to open up space by the water tower for access 

to the parkway, for which the entire audience seemed to agree. Several believed public transportation would be a benefit and 

offered ideas to connect Ft. Meade, Glen Burnie, and Arundel Mills instead of investing in the Maglev, which would provide no 

benefit to the community. Laws, regulations, and procedures, they said, should be updated to reflect current needs of the 

county. 

New Elementary 
school already 
overcrowded 

 Teacher Pay 

   High School    
       needed 

Projects cost more 
than necessary -
wasteful spending  

Flooding due to  
  development 

  Loss of Trees 

Erosion 

Infrastructure not 
adequate for results 
of climate change 

 

Increase in spot   
  re-zoning 

Too much power 
given to non-elected 
officials  

Residential  
  properties   

Mixed use not done 

Elm Street, Shipley 
Meadows, Magnolia 
Creek  

Smart development 
would have worked;  

instead building with no 
amenities 

Communities First Forums are being held in 17 different locations throughout Anne Arundel County.  

The county’s next 20-year General Development Plan is due to be completed in 2019.  When elected as 

your next County Executive, Steuart Pittman will ensure that communities have a say in their future and 

in the 2019 plan.  To send additional comments, contact us at  info@pittmanforpeople.com.  

By Authority of Friends of Steuart Pittman, Virginia Clagett Treasurer 


