
COMMUNITIES F1RST FORUMS 

   Organizations Represented:  Master Gardeners, Teachers’ Association of Anne Arundel County, 

WISE, Fraternal Order of Police, Green Group of West Severna Park 

Elected Officials / Candidates Present: Heather Bagnall, Harry Freeman, Scott Harman, Tracie Hovermale,  

Eve Hurwitz, Pam Luby, Dawn Myers, Karen Simpson, James Williams  

Severna Park

Severna Park

Severna Park   
Date:        September 24,  2018   

Location:   Café Mezzanotte 
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EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT PUBLIC  SAFETY DEVELOPMENT TRANSPORTATION 

attendees shared concerns and ideas citizens attended of 17 Community Forums  
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Other Topics of Concern: 

 ICE and 287g 

 Racism in schools 

 American Amnesia 

 Shifting people’s philosophy to see 
value in what we pay (to invest in the 
community) 

  

      
 

Session Summary:  Issues raised during this forum spanned all five categories with an emphasis on education. They 

highlighted the need to recruit and retain teachers, increase per pupil expenditures, and address overcrowding. Affordable 

housing will not only be a draw for teachers, but police and firefighters, too. Residents were concerned with environmental 

impacts of high-density development and do not want their town center to become another Arundel Mills. The community has 

been proactive in dealing with runoff and water quality, but noted county pipes that funnel runoff directly into the rivers.  

Recommendations included increasing fines to developers and exploring use of solar panels when building. One suggestion 

was to create a single school facility model to save design costs and improve school safety; others want more transparency 

with crime and other statistics. Unannounced patrolling by police could mitigate traffic issues near the schools. Early 

identification for opioid addiction and more mental health professionals in schools were suggested on a broader level.  Many 

attendees supported tax increases as an investment in the community, whereas others were more hesitant and encouraged 

officials to look at reallocation of existing funds.  
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Communities First Forums are being held in 17 different locations throughout Anne Arundel County.  

The county’s next 20-year General Development Plan is due to be completed in 2019.  When elected as 

your next County Executive, Steuart Pittman will ensure that communities have a say in their future and 

in the 2019 plan.  To send additional comments, contact us at  info@pittmanforpeople.com.  
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By Authority of Friends of Steuart Pittman, Virginia Clagett Treasurer 


